
By Sharon Klein, 
2024-25 Lakes & 
Prairies District 
President

WOW! On Tues-
day, Jan. 28, 

the Lakes & Prai-
ries District wel-
comed and chartered
the new Exchange Club of Des 
Moines Area in Iowa (pictured be-
low).

 A sincere thank you goes out to Tim 
Klinkner, Katie Smith, and Audra 
Hiebert. These three have spent the 
last three years working tirelessly to 
get this club off the ground and run-
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What’s new in Lakes & Prairies 
District Exchange?

ning, and Tuesday night was the char-
ter event. I am thrilled to welcome the 
16 members of this club and I know 
great things are going to come with it. 

And the District is not done. There 
are two possible sites for new clubs 
coming in Medford, Minnesota and 
Iowa City/Cedar Rapids. They may 
not be completed this year, but they 
are in the works. 

The District Convention Committee 
is working behind the scenes to bring 
a district convention geared more for 
the worker bees of each club rather 
than training. The consensus last year 
after the convention was this is what 
is needed. I did send out a survey ear-

The Lakes & Prairies District wishes to recognize 
the newest members who joined their respective 

Exchange club in the past month:
Cedar Falls: John Harrell; Des Moines Area: Molly Fairchild, 

Audra Hiebert, Emma Hiebert, Gary Hiebert, Tim Klinkner, 
Mike Knapp, Danyelle Myers, Maria Reeves, Frank Saitz, Da-
vid Sash, Diana Sash, Chase Shirk, Joe Silva, Tom Tungland, 
Tony Tungland, Erin Whitten; Waseca: Robin Dulas, Jennifer 
Losen, Ann Staloch; Waterloo: Erica Christiansen; Waverly: 

Russell Pierpont, Jason Leonard.   

Share your club’s news! 
Email Randy at 

rsobrack@yahoo.com
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Clubs in the Lakes & Prairies District 

who have earned their National Service 
Award for the 2024-25 Exchange year:
Albert Lea, Cedar Falls, Excel Club of Waver-

ly-Shell Rock High School, Moonlighters, Owaton-
na, Waseca, Waterloo, Waterloo Sunrise, and Wa-
verly (as a past Exchange Club of Steele County 

member would often say, “Tremendous!”) 
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Please be sure your club’s information is always up-to-date on The National Exchange Club’s 
website. A current list of officers, contact information, and correct meeting dates, times and 
locations ensures the club receives important materials from National headquarters and also 
populates accurate information for the public and prospective new Exchange Club members. 

(District President continued from Page 1)

lier this month and I will be sending it 
out again in a couple of days, asking 
what you, the member want to see. 

Were you aware The National Ex-
change Club Convention will be in 
Omaha in 2026? The Lakes & Prai-
ries District is the home district. A 
national convention committee has 
been formed and will start meeting in 
February. Even though it is 18 months 
away, a great deal of planning goes 
into this. We also want to have a pres-
ence at The National Exchange Club 
Convention in Louisville this summer 
promoting Omaha. 

District President-Elect Dennis Ke-
hoe is busy rounding up officers for 
the 2025-26 district board of direc-
tors. So if he calls you, don’t hang up 
on him. He is going to be a great dis-
trict president and will bring fresh air 
to the district. 

Are you working on local club of-
ficers? Elections must be held and 
reported to The National Exchange 
Club by April 30. Don’t wait too long 
to get started. 

How are you coming on reporting 
your projects on The National Ex-
change Club’s website? I will be bug-
ging you about this every month. 

I just want to make one more plug—
add those new members. My mem-

bership incentive is listed in this 
newsletter...check it out.   

(Do you have an event you’d like Sha-
ron to attend coming up? Email, text, 
or call her today so she can get it on 
her schedule.)

MEMBERSHIP INCENTIVE
Lakes & Prairies District President Sharon Klein is 
offering a membership incentive to strengthen our 

current clubs. The club that signs the most new mem-
bers between Nov. 1, 2024, and March 31, 2025, will 
receive two nights lodging at the Hilton Garden Inn 

for the district’s convention, plus one paid registration. 
This money is not coming out of district funds, but out 
of Sharon’s pocket. She believes strongly in revital-
izing clubs, bringing in new ideas, and making each 

club stronger. Since the district has added a new club 
with 16 new members, they did receive this incentive. 
However, Sharon is giving a second gift to the existing 

club that meets this goal. 
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