
 

 

Dominance of One-Party Leadership in 

Washington State 

 
For nearly four decades, Washington State has been predominantly governed by the 

Democratic Party. This dominance spans all three branches of government—executive, 

legislative, and judiciary—along with key statewide offices. The Governor's office, for 

example, has been held by Democrats since 1985. Similarly, the Attorney General, Public 

Lands Commissioner, and Superintendent of Public Instruction have been consistently 

under Democratic control for decades. 

 

State Legislature 

 

The state legislature mirrors this pattern. The Washington State Senate has been 

controlled by Democrats for 22 of the last 30 years, while the House of Representatives 

has been under Democratic leadership for 28 of the last 30 years. This prolonged period 

of one-party dominance has resulted in a lack of political diversity and growing 

concerns about the absence of checks and balances in the state's government 

 

 



 State Supreme Court Appointments and Judicial Independence 

 

The judiciary in Washington State has not been immune to this one-party dominance. 

Over the years, several justices on the Washington State Supreme Court have been 

appointed by Democratic governor’s mid-term, further entrenching the party’s influence 

over the judiciary. For instance, Governor Christine Gregoire appointed four justices 

during her tenure, and Governor Jay Inslee has appointed three, reinforcing the 

Democratic presence in the state's highest court. 

 

While these appointments are within the governors' legal rights, they raise questions 

about the independence of the judiciary, especially when nearly all justices share the 

same political affiliation as the executive branch. This concentration of power 

undermines the principle of balanced government, and casts doubt on the impartiality 

of the judicial system. 

 

 The Issue of Checks and Balances 

 

The implications of a single party dominating all branches of government are 

significant. Without effective checks and balances, there is little to prevent overreach or 

hold the governing party accountable. This lack of accountability has led to the passage 

of several controversial laws, often with minimal opposition or debate. 

 

For instance, the implementation of sweeping gun control measures and the 

controversial Long-Term Care Trust Act as well as the capital gains tax were passed 

with little input from the minority party. While well-intentioned, these laws have sparked 

widespread debate and dissatisfaction, particularly among those who feel their voices 

were not adequately considered in the legislative process. 

 

The Importance of Discourse in Public Policy 

 

Discourse is the cornerstone of a healthy democracy. It allows for the exchange of 

ideas, consideration of diverse perspectives, and crafting of legislation that serves the 

broader public interest. However, when one party holds unchecked power, the quality of 

discourse suffers, and public policy can become unbalanced. 



 

In Washington State, the dominance of one party has often led to a legislative process 

lacking in robust debate and scrutiny. Laws are passed swiftly, with limited opportunity 

for opposition voices to be heard. This has resulted in legislation that is frequently 

unbalanced and fails to address the concerns of all Washingtonians. 

 

 The Rise of Initiatives as a Response 

 

In response to this imbalance, citizens have increasingly turned to initiatives as a means 

of checking the power of elected officials. Initiatives allow voters to propose and vote 

on laws directly, bypassing the legislature. While this process empowers citizens, it also 

highlights the limitations of a legislative system that fails to adequately represent its 

constituents. 

 

Recent examples of this are the several initiatives up for vote in November 2024, 

including the repeal of the I-2109 capital gains tax, and stop the I-2066 gas ban, among 

others.  However, relying on initiatives to govern is not a sustainable solution and 

underscores the need for a more balanced and representative government, to ensure 

that legislation represents the public will. 

 

 

 

 

 



 The Need for Moderation 

 

In the upcoming election, there are moderate candidates who offer a path forward. 

These candidates, who prioritize pragmatism over ideology, have the potential to bring 

much-needed balance to Washington State politics. By electing moderates, voters can 

help restore checks and balances, ensure that all voices are heard, and promote the 

passage of legislation that reflects the diverse interests of all Washingtonians. 

 


