
Washington Democrats Drifting Further from the 

Center: The Rise of Progressivism Under Shasti 

Conrad 
 

The Washington Democratic Party is increasingly moving away from the political center, 

embracing more progressive and socialist policies under the leadership of Shasti 

Conrad, the current chair of the Washington State Democratic Party. This shift has left 

many moderates within the party feeling alienated, as Conrad and others push for a 

more radical platform in key races, often at the expense of moderate candidates. 

 

Shasti Conrad’s Progressive Record 

Shasti Conrad, who previously led the King County Democrats, took the reins of the 

state democratic party in early 2023. Her rise to leadership was backed by Washington’s 

top Democratic figures, including Governor Jay Inslee and Senators Patty Murray and 

Maria Cantwell. Despite this establishment support, Conrad’s own political views have 

consistently aligned with the far-left wing of the party. Her leadership in King County 

saw her defending progressive socialist Seattle City Councilmember Kshama Sawant 

during a contentious recall campaign. Sawant, a member of the Socialist Alternative 

Party, was accused of using city resources for political purposes, yet Conrad 

characterized the recall as racially motivated. This unwavering support for Sawant, 

despite her often-adversarial relationship with other Democrats, highlighted Conrad’s 

willingness to prioritize progressive ideologies over party. 

In November of 2023, as head of the democratic party for the state, she used the giving 

Tuesday charity day to raise funds for state democratic party, which is obviously not the 

intent of Giving Day.   

https://mynorthwest.com/3941056/rantz-craven-washington-democrats-abused-giving-

tuesday-fundraise/ 

https://mynorthwest.com/3941056/rantz-craven-washington-democrats-abused-giving-tuesday-fundraise/
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In the race for Washington's 43rd Legislative District, which covers areas like Capitol Hill, 

two candidates have emerged, representing starkly different visions for the future of the 

district. Shasti Conrad, the chair of the Washington State Democratic Party, has shown 

her preference for progressive and socialist-leaning candidates, notably backing Shaun 

Scott, a progressive candidate with ties to Bernie Sanders' platform, over Andrea Suarez, 

a Democrat with a more centrist approach.    

 

The Seattle Times Editorial Staff Got This Pick Right! 

 

 

Shaun Scott, who has campaigned on taxing the ultra-wealthy to address issues like 

affordable housing and keeping public schools funded, represents the progressive wing 



of the party. He is a self-described socialist. He has a strong grassroots campaign, 

often seen speaking with voters at local farmers' markets and advocating for policies 

that echo socialist ideals, such as redistributing wealth through higher taxes on the rich 

to fund public programs. The recent state capital gains tax, aimed at people like Jeff 

Bezos, who would have paid 45% of the 3 billion collections expected, was ill conceived. 

Jeff Bezos moved, small business who work a lifetime to build a business pay 7% 

surcharge upon selling that business.  It discourages businesses from doing business 

in Washington.  It is a proven failed policy. Shaun is endorsed by Seattle Democratic 

Socialists of America. Organizing support for Scott, the SDSA enthuses: “It’s time to 

bring socialism to Olympia!”  He is also endorsed by the state democratic party led by 

Conrad. 

On the other hand, Andrea Suarez, the founder of We Heart Seattle, a volunteer group 

that cleans encampments and offers treatment options to those living unsheltered, 

Suarez is a maverick.  She represents a more moderate approach. Her campaign is 

focused on pragmatic solutions to issues like homelessness, and she emphasizes 

personal responsibility and direct action, such as community-led cleanups. Suarez’s 

approach has resonated with more centrist voters who are concerned about the impact 

of progressive policies on public safety and economic growth. Suarez has been 

endorsed by the Seattle Times Editorial Board.  

https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/editorials/the-seattle-times-editorial-board-

recommends-andrea-suarez-for-legislative-district-43-position-2/ 

https://www.capitolhillseattle.com/2024/08/are-you-a-seattle-progressive-or-a-seattle-

centrist-spirited-races-for-seattle-city-council-and-43rd-district-set-to-continue-into-

november/ 

 

Shasti Conrad’s endorsement of Scott over Suarez highlights a broader trend in Seattle 

politics, where the Democratic Party is increasingly moving to the left, alienating some 

moderate Democrats who feel the party is drifting too far from the center. This race will 

serve as a litmus test for how far left the district is willing to go and whether centrist 

voters will feel represented by the current leadership of the party. 

 

This shift raises questions about the future direction of the Democratic Party in Seattle, 

as the divide between progressives and moderates becomes more pronounced. With 

leaders like Conrad backing more radical candidates, Seattle could continue to move 

further from the center, leaving moderate voices struggling to find a platform. 
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 The Socialist-Moderate Divide 

 

Recently, this divide has become even more pronounced as Conrad throws her weight 

behind socialist candidates over more moderate Democrats in significant races. One 

such example is her support for a socialist candidate running for a seat in the 

Washington State Legislature. Instead of backing a Democratic candidate, Conrad has 

opted to favor a far-left alternative, signaling a clear departure from the traditional party 

structure. 

 

This preference for a self-described socialist over a moderate Democrat has stirred 

frustration among centrist members of the party. Many believe that Conrad’s leadership 

is pulling the party too far to the left, making it harder to appeal to the broader 

electorate. As Seattle continues to grapple with issues like crime, homelessness, and 

economic inequality, some argue that a more centrist approach could build a stronger 

coalition of voters, rather than deepening the ideological divide within the party. 

 

 The Impact on Seattle’s Political Landscape 

 

Seattle’s shift toward progressive politics mirrors broader trends seen in other urban 

areas across the country, but it comes with risks. As the Democratic Party moves 

further left, there is a growing concern that moderate voices are being drowned out. 

This can lead to challenges in general elections, where swing voters and independents 

may feel disconnected from the party’s priorities. 

 

While Seattle remains a stronghold for Democratic politics, the internal battles between 

progressives and moderates could weaken the party’s ability to govern effectively. The 

backing of socialist candidates over moderate Democrats, as seen in Conrad’s recent 



endorsements, risks alienating centrists who are looking for pragmatic solutions to the 

city’s most pressing problems. 

 

In a city as politically dynamic as Seattle, this leftward shift under Shasti Conrad’s 

leadership has ignited debates within the party. With Conrad at the helm, it’s clear that 

Seattle Democrats are embracing a more radical agenda, but at what cost? As the party 

continues to evolve, it remains to be seen whether this progressive approach will pay off 

electorally, or if it will push the party further from the center, potentially leaving 

moderate voters behind. 

 

In conclusion, under Shasti Conrad’s leadership, the Seattle Democratic Party is 

unmistakably veering further from the center, prioritizing progressive and socialist 

candidates over more moderate alternatives. This shift highlights an internal struggle 

within the party and poses critical questions about its future direction. As Seattle 

continues to tackle key challenges, the balance between progressive ideals and centrist 

governance remains at the forefront of political discourse. Hopefully centrist democrats 

will not allow this shift to the most left wing ideas spread across the state.   

This choice cannot be clearer.  If you consider yourself a moderate or a centrist,  Seattle 

Times pick, Andrea is the right choice.   

 


