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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CARING CONVERSATION “Where Did You Experience the Presence of God This Past
Week?”

PRELUDE O Word of God Incarnate arr. Berry

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Inthe name of Almighty God, the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,

and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

GATHERING HYMN God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens ELW 771

INVOCATION

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you. And also with you.

P: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son, you bring us
into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may
treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Romans 8:26-39

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. ?” And
God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

28 \We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose. ?° For those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. 3° And those whom he predestined
he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he
justified he also glorified.

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how
will he not with him also give us everything else? 3* Who will bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. ** Who is to condemn? It is Christ
who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who
also intercedes for us. 3> Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or

sword? 3 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are
accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved
us. 3 For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 3° nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. The Word of the Lord...Thanks Be to God.



* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ~ please stand if able
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew....Glory to you O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;3?it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

3 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

4 “pgain, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; %6 on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47“pgain, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; ¥ when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *°So it will be at the end of the age. The
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *°and throw them into
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

>1“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” ®2 And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is
old.” The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE MESSAGE Pastor Wayne Gallipo
HYMN Be Thou My Vision ELW 793
APOSTLES CREED (inside back cover of hymnal)

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH Response: God of Grace.... Hear Our Prayer.

PEACE
RECEPTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness (Franck, Cruger) Julie Falk, Carol Garman

OFFERING PRAYER

C: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them unto the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. P: It is indeed right....

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: On the night in which he was betrayed ... for as often as we eat of this bread and drink
from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death, until he comes again.

LORD’S PRAYER

THE FRACTION AND INVITATION
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way the sin  of the world: grant us peace, grant us  peace.

We practice “open communion” at St. John. ALL are invited to come forward as ushered
to receive this life-giving sacrament. Those not receiving communion are invited to
receive a blessing. As you are given the bread and wine an appropriate response is
“Amen.” Please be respectful of this meditative time within our worship.

COMMUNION HYMNS
What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine ELW 774
My Hope is Built on Nothing Less ELW 596

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen,
keep and unite us, now and forever. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious

to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen

SENDING HYMN The Lord Now Sends Us Forth ELW 538

The Lord now sends us forth
with hands to serve and give,
to make of all the earth

a better place to live. Repeat

The angels are not sent

into our world of pain

to do what we were meant
to do in Jesus' name;

that falls to you and me

and all who are made free.
Help us, O Lord, we pray,

to do your will today. Repeat

DISMISSAL
P: Goin peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Great Is Thy Faithfulness arr. Larson



