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We welcome all guests this morning.  

We are very pleased to have you worship with us. 

 All are welcome to receive communion. 
 

We welcome the Rev. Joe Vought leading us in word and sacrament today. 
 

Sunday School for all ages meets 10:15. 

Everyone is welcome!  Grab some refreshments and join us! 

 
 

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23623. 

 
St. John Lutheran Church 

13 East Main St. 

Fairfield Pa 17320 

717-642-5822 

 

Pastor Scott Zimmerer, Interim Pastor 

Email: szmmrr@gmail.com 

Cell: 214-918-4444 

Carol Garman, Director of Music Ministries 

 

www.stjohnfairfield.net 

Email: office@stjohnfairfield.net 

 

Like us on Facebook 

 

Office Hours 

Monday 8:30am-12:00pm 

Wednesday- 8:30am-12:00pm 

Thursday 8:30am-12:00pm 

 

Our Mission is to make Christ known. 

mailto:szmmrr@gmail.com


3 

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent                March 19, 2023 
 

☩☩☩☩☩       ☩☩☩☩☩        ☩☩☩☩☩       ☩☩☩☩☩      ☩☩☩☩☩ 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE     Amazing Love, Wondrous Love      Arr. Tornquist 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy 
endures forever. Amen. 

P:  Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
             Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Holy One, source of our renewal, 
C:  We confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For 
the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one 
another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P:  Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now 

declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 

  

GATHERING HYMN    Dearest Jesus at Your Word                    ELW 520 
 

INVOCATION  
P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

LENTEN CANTICLE     Your Heart O God is Grieved                    ELW 602 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray… Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your  

gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us 
with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON                                                            1 Samuel 16:1-13                  
          1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and 
say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 
what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did 
what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 
him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now 
before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; 
they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The 
LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he 
said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD 
said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

The Word of the Lord…Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON                                                        Ephesians 5:8-14 
           8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—
9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what 
is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 
expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

The Word of the Lord…Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL VERSE ~ please stand if able      
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew… Glory to you O Lord 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                            John 9:1-41 
           1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his 
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work 
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I 
am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the 
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who 
used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like 
him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him 
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I 
see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 
divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, 
and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because 
they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to 
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be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask 
him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a 
sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he 
do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you 
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that 
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man 
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they 
drove him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus 
said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” 
And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not 
see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard 
this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you O Christ 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

THE MESSAGE               
 

HYMN      Amazing Grace               ELW 779 
 

APOSTLES CREED                                                  (inside back cover of hymnal) 
   

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 

PEACE 
 

RECEPTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS    
 

OFFERTORY  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
C: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 

service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you 
pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 

 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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P: The Lord be with you.      C: And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them unto the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
C: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right…. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P:  On the night in which he was betrayed … for as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
 from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death, until he comes again. 
C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



8 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  
               Here is Bread                                                           ELW 483 
               In the Cross of Christ I Glory                                 ELW 324 
         

 COMMUNION BLESSING  
P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, 

keep and unite us, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P:  Let us pray…  Merciful God, Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness 

of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the 
needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of     
rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.  Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN             I Want Jesus to Walk with Me         ELW 325 
 
1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 all along my pilgrim journey, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my heart is almost breaking, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE              O The Deep, Deep Love of Jesus      Arr. Rogers 

Children are invited to play 
percussion instruments during 
the hymn. They are located in 
the back. 


