
 

 

 

Winter 2020-2021 

Dear Sisters, Brothers, and Friends, 

It is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.   

Lamentations 3:26 

 

During this past year there have been days when it feels as though time stands still.  Yet time does not stand still. Spring 

turned into summer, then summer into fall, and now, ready or not winter will soon be here.  What has been true during this 

year is no less true when applied to the liturgical seasons in the Christian church. 

Advent is a time when we wait in hope and prepare for Jesus. He is the one for whom we await even though we 

acknowledge that he has already come. While we wait we also remember and rejoice in how great God’s love is for us.  

It seems and feels like we already have been waiting a very long time. This year, has been filled with much watching and 

waiting, hoping that our lives will soon get back to some semblance of normal. But we do not know –how long we’ll have 

to wait. So, we go on watching and waiting, while remembering as we wait, that we are not alone—God is with us. 

In her book Seasons of Grace -Wisdom from the Cloister, Mother Gail Fitzpatrick, OCSO shares: 

“Each one of us brings to a particular Advent season ten, twenty, fifty even seventy Advents past.  What can possibly be 

said that we have not heard and thought about many times before?  But that attitude is a mistake, for it shortens the arm 

of God.  We must let the Lord lead us through this season as though we had never been here before—because, in fact, we 

haven’t.”(p.169) 

Mother Gail Fitzpatrick reminds us that waiting is simply part of what belongs to the Advent season.  Even as we wait, 

there is newness. In the weeks that anticipate the coming Advent season we hear the word of the gospel beckon us to 

experience God’s entry in our lives as watch and wait. 

“Advent is a reminder to us that we Christians are called to be watchers. Each deepening winter night is a symbol of our 

life-long vigil—our waiting, watching, praying for the Lord to come in glory as he has promised.” Mother Gail continues: 

“Here is the Advent truth: Before Christ comes in glory he comes to us in every moment of our existence. The question we 

must ask ourselves is whether we recognize him, welcome him, wait for him, yearn for him in all these moments.” (171-

172) 

O God, as we watch and wait together in hope during this season of Advent, help us welcome Christ’s coming into every 

moment of our lives.  

Have a happy Thanksgiving and a blessed safe and healthy season of Advent! 

Peace, 

Pastor Bev 

Pastor Beverly Lange Donnella 

 



 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION! 

 

St. John's Task Force on 

COVID 19 has determined that in person 

worship needs to be suspended 

beginning Sunday November 29.  Given 

the recent upsurge in COVID 19 cases 

and the recommendations of the 

Governor's office and our synodical 

bishop, we are acting to protect the 

safety and wellbeing of our members, 

friends, and neighbors. We will continue 

monitoring the situation to determine 

when we may return safely. We will 

continue to offer online worship.  

 

  

Jay Heffernan, Melissa Hopkins, Margaret 

Monath, Marie Poulson, Cathy Conn, Arlo Douglass 

Mackavage, Karen Koontz, Bobbi Jo, Brad, Trevor, 

Pete, Ryan, Charlie, John Westley , Ron Hedges, 

Dave Gladhill, Essie Gilmore, Judy Kemper, Vicky 

Fraley, Eric Kuhn, Pastor Sharron Blezard, Jess 

Lee, Hope Foreman, Shirley Phillips, Bill Brush, 

Audrey Moritz, Jim Thomas, Brenda Walter, Mary 

Lou Hammett, Rita Yeingst, Ken Fluke, Charles 

(Sam) Scott, Nina Herring, Savannah Bollinger, 

Garnetta Shope, Faye Baker, Benny & Ruth Akers, 

Bill Newman. 

 

Holiday Cards- Help us celebrate the 

holidays this year by writing a letter or 

sending a card to someone in the 

congregation. Consider writing to 

some of the members that haven't 

been able to attend church. Let’s keep the 

communication going by writing back and forth. 

 

 

 

Let’s make sure we remember our home bound/nursing 

home members and send them a card or note: 

Anne Moore 

 

 

 

 

Doris Sease 

 

 

 

 

Audrey Moritz 

 

 

 

 

Out of Area List 

 

Nina Herring 

 

 

Ruth Hammett 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Adopt A Child 

If you are interested in purchasing gifts for a child in 

Adams County whose family is 

experiencing financial hardship, 

please contact the church office or 

Carol Garman (717-476-0923). If 

you aren't comfortable shopping, 

monetary donations are welcome.  

 

College/Military Goody Bags 

Unfortunately, due to concerns of 

spreading COVID, we will not be 

packing goody bags for our college 

and military people this year.  Hopefully, it will 

be safe to do it in the spring 
 

Information for future newsletters can be emailed to 

Terri Bollinger at bollinger9599@gmail.com 

 

 



 

 

 

Music News 

Thank you to our singers and bell ringers 

for rehearsing and recording music for 

our Sunday morning services.  Both 

groups have figured how to social distance 

& make beautiful music to praise God! 

The music for each week's worship service 

is posted as an audio recording on St. 

John's website under the connections tab. 

Christian Education 

 Sunday School classes for 3yr olds & school age 

children will be meeting via Zoom for the time being. 

For more info contact Carol Garman 717-476-0923 or 

Stacey Haynes 717-398-7877.  

KIDS CLUB 

Kids Club will be taking a little break until further 

notice. We cannot wait until we will meet again. Don’t 

forget, we are still collecting clean aluminum cans to 

support Kids Club. Please place them on the table in 

the chapel hallway at your convenience.  The outside 

door to the chapel hallway is always open. If you have 

any questions contact Carol Garman 717-476-0923. 

IMPORTANT PRESCHOOL 

INFORMATION 

After much consideration, the St. John Preschool 

board has decided to keep St. John Preschool closed for 

the 2021-2022 school year. This difficult decision 

needed to be addressed now. If we decided to open for 

the 2021-22 school year, planning would need to begin 

immediately. At this time, we feel there are too many 

unknowns to allow us to safely open for the 2021-2022 

school year. This does not mean St. John Preschool is 

closing! We are just delaying opening until we can be 

sure we have a safe learning environment for the 

children and teachers.  

 

Though right now this is 

subject to change, please check 

this out and tentatively mark 

your calendars! 

Youth Winter Retreat- 

Kichenwald is hosting a winter 

retreat in January!  

This is a great opportunity for the kids that missed 

going to summer camp this year. The camp will be 

January 9-10, 2021 at Camp Kirchenwald, not 

overnight. This is open for 3rd- 9th grade. You can 

find more information on their website 

at  https://www.lutherancamping.org/kirchenwald/ un

der upcoming events. The website is updated as they 

get more information! Or you can contact Stacey 

(717-398-7877) or Joshua Haynes (717-830-

6066). 

 

Thank you Sandy McClain for 

your 25 years of faithful service 

to St. John! “Each one should use 

whatever gift he has received to 

serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its 

various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 

 

We need your Help! We are looking for someone to 

mow the church lawn next year. Please contact 

Charlie Deardorff for more information. 

 

You can help our church!  

Aero Oil will donate $.04/gallon to 

our church through their “House of 

Worship Program”! All you have to 

do is be a member of our church and call 1-800-

998-4311 prior to their delivery.  Let them know you 

are a member of St. John and would like to 

participate in the program. 

 

 



Ruth’s Harvest Fairfield Update 

I think we can all say “What a year it’s 

been”!  Most of us have had to make 

changes in many of the things we do.   

Ruth’s Harvest-Fairfield (RH-F) has 

been no different.   With the onset of 

COVID-19, RH-F had to make a 

number of interesting and sometimes 

challenging adjustments in order to 

provide the weekend meals to students in the Fairfield Area 

School District (FASD) who were food insecure.   We took 

many extra precautions in packing the bags including limiting 

the numbers of individuals within the packing facility, 

requiring the wearing of masks and providing gloves and hand 

sanitizer for the volunteers.  

When school closed to in-person classes as a result of the 

pandemic, we changed from providing the 7 weekend meals 

(and snacks) in backpacks to packing the food in paper and 

plastic grocery bags.  We initially provided the bags to the 

school for distribution with their ongoing lunch program.    As 

circumstances continued to evolve last school year, we moved 

the distribution of the bags to St. John working alongside the 

Fairfield “Neighbors Helping Neighbors” effort.  We were 

able to continue distribution of the bags until the end of June, 

a few weeks past the normal school year, thanks to the 

ongoing generous support of our many donors.  The 

outpouring of support to those in need was both humbling and 

inspiring. 

With the start of the 2020-2021 school year (and our 6th year 

of operation), RH-F is gearing up to continue our efforts to 

provide nutritious food to those students in need while also 

continuing to meet COVID-19 safety and health requirements.  

We will continue to pack with small groups to assure 

appropriate social distancing within the packing room.  Masks 

will be required and gloves and hand sanitizer will also be 

available.  Additionally, from lessons learned during the 

spring session of school, we will continue to use plastic bags 

to contain the food.  Using “single-use” heavy weight plastic 

bags is safer for RH-F volunteers as the “single-use” bags will 

not require cleaning each week as we did for the backpacks.  

Last year, we packed using both a paper bag and then a plastic 

bag to allow for easier handling by the students.  This year we 

will be using heavy weight plastic bags (with handles) from 

the Gettysburg Kennies Market.  They have volunteered to 

donate a case of bags, after which we will purchase the bags 

from Kennies at their cost.  We are indeed fortunate to have 

this support from Kennies as this will enable us to eliminate 

the use of the paper. 

As you probably already know, FASD is using an alternative 

schedule for in-person classroom learning, at least for the first 

semester of the school year.  One group of students attends in-

person classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays while another 

group attends on Wednesdays and Fridays. When students are 

not in school, they will be learning remotely via technology 

such as a computer.  This means there are several days when 

students are not physically in school.  While a special grant 

has enabled FASD to provide free lunches in some form to all 

students Tuesday through Friday, this leaves at least one 

additional day (Monday) when students are at home.  As such 

RH-F is expanding our support of food insecure students to 

include an additional 3 meals and a snack.  Each bag of food 

will weigh approximately 8 pounds.   RH-F hopes to be able to 

provide these extra meals as long as the two day in-person 

class schedule continues.        

We would like to thank all of you who have so generously 

supported RH-F in past years and hope you will be in a 

position to continue this generous support of Fairfield students 

during this school year.   While COVID-19 has presented new 

challenges to all of us, RH-F continues to adapt to safety and 

health requirements and provide nutritious meals to food 

insecure students while letting them know the greater Fairfield 

community cares for them and about their wellbeing.   

 

To reach Pastor Bev for non-emergencies please leave a 

message at the church office at 642- 5822. For pastor 

emergencies only (hospitalizations, deaths, etc.) Pastor 

Bev can be reached at 338-1215. Karen is working from 

home right now so to contact the church office call 642-

5822 and leave a message or 

email: office@stjohnfairfield.net 

 

 

Please remember to send 

offerings to the church office 

at:  13 East Main St, Fairfield or 

you can also send your offering 

online from the Giving tab on 

the website. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For we walk by faith, not by 

sight” 

~ II Corinthians 5:7  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


