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We welcome all guests this morning.  

We are very pleased to have you worship with us! 

 All are welcome to receive communion. 

 

                        Please enjoy some refreshments after the service! 
 

 

 
           *From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23623 

 
 

 

 

St. John Lutheran Church 

13 East Main St. 

Fairfield Pa 17320 

717-642-5822 

 

Reverend Wayne Gallipo, Interim Pastor 

Cell: 605-214-6828 

Pastor’s Office Hours – Mon. & Tues. 8:30am – 4:30pm 

 

Assisting Ministers – Linn Wichowski/Julie Falk 

 

Carol Garman, Director of Music Ministries 

 

www.stjohnfairfield.net 

Email: office@stjohnfairfield.net 

 

Like us on Facebook 

 

Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday 8:30am-12:00pm 

 

Our Mission is to make Christ known. 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to make Christ known. 
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           Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost    September 6, 2026 
           ☩☩☩☩☩       ☩☩☩☩☩        ☩☩☩☩☩       ☩☩☩☩☩      ☩☩☩☩☩   

 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CARING CONVERSATION Complete this sentence, “St. John Lutheran Church is the place 
that”…________________________. 
 

 
      

PRELUDE     Bless the Lord, O My Soul                                                             arr. Berry 
  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of Almighty God, the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P: Most merciful God,  
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
   

GATHERING HYMN        Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                                 ELW 836                                                                                                         
 

INVOCATION  
P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   
C: And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
P: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your 
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward 
all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                       Romans: 13:8-14 

 8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not 
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed 
up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is 
far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

The Word of the Lord…Thanks Be to God. 

                                                                                                       
 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ~ please stand if able 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew….Glory to you O Lord. 

GOSPEL                                                                                 Matthew 18:15-20 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the 
fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that 
one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses 
to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the 
church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it 
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them.” The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you O Christ. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
THE MESSAGE                                                                                    Pastor Wayne Gallipo                                                            
 

 
HYMN        God, When Human Bonds Are Broken                                             ELW 603                                  
 
 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED                                                    (inside back cover of hymnal) 
 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH        Response: Hear Us, O God…. Your mercy is great. 
 
 

 

 
PEACE 
 

 

 
RECEPTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS    
 
OFFERTORY    People of Peace, Children of Love                              Julie Falk, Carol Garman 
 
OFFERING PRAYER    
C: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you.      C: And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them unto the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
C: It is right to give God our thanks and praise.  P: It is indeed right…. 
 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P:  On the night in which he was betrayed … for as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
 from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death, until he comes again. 
 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
THE FRACTION AND INVITATION 
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LAMB OF GOD  

 
DISTRIBUTION 

We practice “open communion” at St. John.  ALL are invited to come forward as ushered 
to receive this life-giving sacrament.  Those not receiving communion are invited to 
receive a blessing.  As you are given the bread and wine an appropriate response is 
“Amen.” Please be respectful of this meditative time within our worship. 

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  
    Lead Me, Guide Me                                                                                    ELW 768 
    Lord of All Hopefulness                                                                             ELW  765                                                          
 
COMMUNION BLESSING  
P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, 

keep and unite us, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P:  Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 

to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen 
 

 
 

 

SENDING HYMN      May the God of Hope                                       ACS 984 
 

            May the God of hope go with us ev'ry day, 
 to a world in need with news of joy and peace. 
 
 May the God of justice speed us on our way, 
 bringing light and hope to ev'ry land and race. 
 
 Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; 
 working for a world that's new, faithful when we hear Christ's call. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: “Go in peace. Be Kind. Serve the Lord.”  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
POSTLUDE       Voluntary on the 100th Psalm                                              Purcell 


