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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE A Song of Peace Sibelius, arr. Berry

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Inthe name of Almighty God, the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us, even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen

GATHERING HYMN Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart (vs. 1,2,3 6) ELW 873

INVOCATION

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you. And also with you.

P: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our
hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you,
know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Zechariah 9:9-12

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today | declare that | will restore to
you double. The Word of the Lord...Thanks Be to God.



PSALM 145:8-14 (Read Responsively)

8The LoRbD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love.

9 LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.
10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall bless you.
1They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power,

12That all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your
kingdom.

13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all
ages. You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.

4The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.

SECOND READING Romans 7:15-25a

151 do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing |
hate. * Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no
longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. ¥ For | know that the good does not dwell
within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the
ability. *° For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do. 2° Now if |
do what | do not want, it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me.

2150 | find it to be a law that, when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 2> For
| delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 2 but | see in my members another law at war
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. 2* Wretched person that | am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? 2°2Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! The Word of the Lord...

Thanks be to God.



* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ~ please stand if able
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Al - le - lu ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le -lu - ja.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew....Glory to you O Lord.
GOSPEL Matthew 11:16-19, 20-30

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] ¢ “To what will | compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,” ‘We played the flute for
you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 1°the Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

20Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had been
done because they did not repent. 2! “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if
the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented
long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But | tell you, on the day of judgment it will be more
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you.

23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to
Hades. “For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have
remained until this day. 2 But | tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable
for the land of Sodom than for you.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “l thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to



me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you
rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. 3° For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. “The Gospel of
the Lord, Praise to you O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE MESSAGE Stephanie Chandler
HYMN | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say ELW 611
APOSTLES CREED (inside back cover of hymnal)

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH Response: God of Grace.... Hear Our Prayer.

PEACE
RECEPTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERING PRAYER

C: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

God of Our Fathers

1 God of our fathers, whose almighty hand,
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band.

Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies;
Our grateful songs before your throne arise.

2 Your love divine has led us in the past;

In this free land by you our lot is cast;

Oh, be our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay;
Your Word our law, your paths our chosen way.

LORD’S PRAYER

Oh Beautiful for Spacious Skies (Vs. 1, 3) ELW 888



BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious

to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen

SENDING HYMN The Lord Now Sends Us Forth ELW 538

The Lord now sends us forth
with hands to serve and give,
to make of all the earth

a better place to live. Repeat

The angels are not sent

into our world of pain

to do what we were meant
to do in Jesus' name;

that falls to you and me

and all who are made free.
Help us, O Lord, we pray,

to do your will today. Repeat

DISMISSAL
P: Goin peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE National Hymn Warren, arr. Smith



