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We welcome all guests this morning.  

We are very pleased to have you worship with us. 

 All are welcome to receive communion. 

 

Sunday School for all ages meets at 10:15 

Everyone is welcome!  Grab some refreshments and join us! 

 
 

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23623. 

 
St. John Lutheran Church 

13 East Main St. 

Fairfield Pa 17320 

717-642-5822 

 

Reverend Wayne Gallipo, Interim Pastor 

Cell: 605-214-6828 

Pastor’s Office Hours – Mon. & Tues. 8:30am – 4:30pm 

 

Carol Garman, Director of Music Ministries 

 

www.stjohnfairfield.net 

Email: office@stjohnfairfield.net 

 

Like us on Facebook 

 

Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday 8:30am-12:00pm 

 

 

Our Mission is to make Christ known. 
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First Sunday of Advent November 30, 2025 

 

☩☩☩☩☩       ☩☩☩☩☩        ☩☩☩☩☩       ☩☩☩☩☩      ☩☩☩☩☩ 
 

   WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   

   CARING CONVERSATIONS: Where Did You Sense the Presence of God Last Week? 

 

   PRELUDE        Rejoice, the Lord is King                                                     arr. Ritter                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

    CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

    P: In the name of Almighty God, the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
    P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
    P: Most merciful God,  
    C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen 

    P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

   GATHERING HYMN      Come Ye Thankful People, Come                              ELW 693 
 
   

 INVOCATION  
   P:  May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
   C:  And also with you. 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE    (SEE INSERT)           “Kyrie”                                
 
 

  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 P: The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

  God, We Praise You (arr. Schrader)                          Josh Haynes – Trumpet, WOV 
 
 
FIRST READING                                                                                            Isaiah     2:1-5 
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.2 In days to come 
the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall   
come and say,“ Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall 
go forth instruction and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.4 He shall judge between the 
nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
neither shall they learn war anymore. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk 
in the light of the LORD! The Word of the Lord…Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 122 (Read Responsively)  

1 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 2 Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 
 4 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, the assembly of Israel, to praise the   
      name of the Lord. 
5 For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 
 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be with-in your walls and quietness with-in your towers. 
 8 For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your prosperity. 
9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek to do you good.”  
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SECOND READING                                                     Romans 13:11-14 
 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far 
gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. The Word of the Lord…Thanks be to 
God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ~ please stand if able  
     
   “ Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you O Israel” 
 

 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew… Glory to you O Lord 

GOSPEL                                                                                                              Matthew 24:36-44 
  [Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. ”The Gospel of the Lord…. 
Praise to you O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 

THE MESSAGE                                                                                   Pastor Wayne Gallipo 
 

 

HYMN    Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                                                  ELW 244 
 

APOSTLES CREED                                                 
   

 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH    Response: God of Grace, Hear our Prayer. 
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PEACE 
 

 

RECEPTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
   
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
C: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this 
meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your 
kingdom come. Amen.   

 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you.      C: And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them unto the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
C: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right…. 

 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P:  On the night in which he was betrayed … for as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
 from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death, until he comes again. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

 
FRACTION AND INVITATION 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION 

We practice “open communion” at St. John.  ALL are invited to come forward as 
ushered to receive this life-giving sacrament.  Those not receiving communion are 
invited to receive a blessing.  As you are given the bread and wine an appropriate 
response is “Amen.”  Please be respectful of this meditative time within our worship. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS      

       My Lord, What a Morning                                                                                ELW 438 
       The King Shall Come                                                                                          ELW 260 
       Come Now, O Prince of Peace                                                                         ELW 247                                                                              
 

COMMUNION BLESSING  
P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, 

keep and unite us, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P:  God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to 
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN     Soon and Very Soon                                                  ELW 439                    
  
Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King, 
Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King, 
Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King! 
 
No more crying there… 
 
No more dying there… 
 
Soon and very soon… 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Great is the Lord                                                      Smith/Doran 
 
 


