


























Vietnam Center and Archive protects
original SEA materials

By Stephen Maxner, Ph.D.
Director, Vietnam Center

Greetings from the Vietnam Center and Archive at Texas Tech. | hope everyone in the Thailand, Laos, Cambodia
Brotherhood is enjoying the new year. [ want to thank Dave MacDonald for allowing me this opportunity to write this
article for your newsletter. For those of you who are not familiar with our project at Texas Tech, I really appreciate the
chance to introduce you to us. For our many friends in TLCB, I hope you will find this helpful as it includes some

updated information about The Vietnam Center Archive.
First off, the Vietham Center and Archive started in 1989

to collect and preserve the record of U.S. service in South-
east Asia during the Vietnam War. Do not let our name fool
you — we are as dedicated and committed to collecting and
preserving the history of service in Thailand, Laos, and
Cambodia as we are to doing this for Vietnam. As you all
know very well, you cannot look at the “Vietnam War” with-
out looking at the other countries in SEA as well as the
surrounding theater of operations.

Since starting these efforts 20 years ago, we have grown
into the largest project of our kind in the U.S. We host
annual conferences and symposia that examine many dif-
ferent aspects of the wars in SEA. Our March 2009 confer-
ence looked at Laos, Cambodia, and Thailand, and the Viet-
nam War. We promote the study of these important events,
and we have created the most extensive archive of related (
research materials outside the U.S. National Archives. The J
Vietnam Archive currently contains approximately 20 mil-
lion pages of material and we receive on average at least
one new collection every day. We also have a very active
oral history project where we interview participants from |
every conceivable viewpoint from the war. We now have [
nearly 700 such interviews with men and women from ev-
ery state in the U.S. and from 10 countries. This includes
interviews with U.S. veterans who served in Thailand, Laos, ‘
and Cambodia as well as interviews with Thai veterans. |

The Vietnam Archive also has the Virtual Vietnam J
Archive, the largest online repository of Vietnam War re-
lated materials in the U.S.. Our Virtual Vietnam Archive
currently contains more than three million pages of mate-
rial and includes documents, photos, audio recordings, film,
maps, and more. 1f you conduct a search of the Virtual
Archive using each of the country names of Laos, Cambo-
dia, and Thailand, you will retrieve just less than 100,000
items for all three combined. This includes samples of ev-
erything listed above from documents to films.

The Virtual Vietnam Archive has become one of the most J
important components of our work at Texas Tech. Those of
you who have visited Lubbock, Texas, can attest that while J
it is one of the friendliest places on earth, it is not really on ‘
the “beaten path.” We have always enjoyed a respectable
number of visitors and guests from around the country and [
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world, but the Virtual Archive has increased the use of our
archive resources exponentially. While we might have be-
tween [50-200 guests who visit us in person, the Virtual
Vietnam Archive now hosts more than one million online
research sessions every vear. We like to make this extremely
important point with our friends and donors—when you
donate your collection to the Vietnam Archive, it will be
used and accessible to researchers around the world.

I should emphasize that as an archive, we are primarily
interested in preserving the actual material —whether it is
documents, photos, slides, audio recordings (reel to reel or
audio cassette), films (8mm, super 8mm, 16mm), maps. or
any other material. We realize that some documents will be
photocopies, such as after action reports or personnel
records. But personal documents, letters, diaries, photos,
films, and materials that were created by each of you as
veterans is the stuff that archives live to preserve. If you
donate your actual materials to the Vietnam Archive, they
will be preserved in a state-of-the-art archival facility and
stored in acid-free folders and boxes in a temperature, hu-
midity, and light-controlled environment. This will allow
them to last as long as physically possible. In addition, we
will digitize the materials you donate and send you copies
on CD or DVD to share with family, friends, and fellow
veterans — so you never lose access to your collection. The
materials we digitize are also made a part of the Virtual
Vietnam Archive so that millions of researchers around the
world will be able to use them to learn about this decisive
part of U.S. history. In this way, we can work together to
provide access to the true history of the war, the history
through vour eyes, as opposed to some Hollywood director’s
filters and lenses.

You can learn a lot about us and our projects at
www.vietnam.ttu.edu. 1 hope you will consider joining the
Vietnam Center and Archive in this important effort. We
have a lot of work ahead of us and only a limited amount ot
time in which to accomplish this vital mission. We wel-
come every one of you to join us. You can contact me at
any time via phone at 806~742-9010 or via email
at steve.maxner@ttu.edu. Thank you for your
service to our nation. I hope to hear from each of " J
you soon. R
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