
Higher mortgage rates and construction 
costs pushed new home sales lower in 
February even as demand remains solid due 
to a lack of existing home inventory.

Sales of  new ly built , single-family homes in 
February fell 2.0% to a 772,000 seasonally 
adjusted annual rate from a downwardly 
revised reading in January, according to the 
most recent data from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development and the 
U.S. Census Bureau. New home sales are 
down 6.2% compared to February 2021.

A new home sale occurs when a sales 
contract is signed or a deposit is accepted. 
The home can be in any stage of 
construction: not yet started, under 
construction or completed. In addition to 
adjusting for seasonal effects, the February 
reading of 772,000 units is the number of 
homes that would sell if this pace continued 
for the next 12 months.

New single-family home inventory was up 
33% over last year, rising to a 6.3 months? 

Higher  Mor t gage Rat es Dam pen New Hom e Sales  
supply, with 407,000 available for sale. 
However, just 35,000 of those are 
completed and ready to occupy.

The median sales price rose to $400,600 in 
February, and is up 10.6% compared to a 
year ago even as residential construction 
material costs are up 20% over the same 
period.

Regionally, compared to the previous 
month, new home sales increased 59.3% 
in the Northeast, increased 6.3% in the 
Midwest, decreased 1.7% in the South and 
decreased 13.0% in the West.

        Apr i l

        2022

General Mem bership Meet ing Tuesday, Apr i l  12t h f rom  11:30am  t o 1pm  
At :  At lant a's Finest  Cat er ing 13997 Vet erans Mem or ial Hwy., Winst on, Ga.  30187

1 CEU for  Builders  - Program :  GREYSTONE POWER CORP - Lisa Lonon
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Get  Your  Building Codes Pocket  Guide 
The 2021 Home Builders? Jobsite Codes guide is now 
available for purchase on BuilderBooks.com . The 
quick  guide to the 2021 International Residential 
Code (IRC) covers the impact of 2021 IRC changes to 
fire resistance provisions, emergency escape and 
rescue openings, safety glazing adjacent to bathtubs 
and showers, and much more.

The 2021 Home Builders? Jobsite Codes guide covers 
construction and remodeling of single-family 
dwellings, duplexes and townhomes.

FEMA Begins New Flood Insurance Rat es
The second phase of the transition to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency?s (FEMA) Risk Rating 
2.0 began on April 1, when home owners who 
currently have flood insurance will begin to see the 
revised rat es as their policies are renewed.

FEMA is transforming the way it calculates premiums 
for flood insurance policies made available under the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) so that they 
better reflect the actual risks properties face.

Fed Raises Rat es
Dur ing March Meet ing

As widely expected by forecasters 
and markets, t he Federal Reserve 
raised the federal funds rate by 25 
basis points at the conclusion of its 
March meeting. The Fed also 
indicated that balance sheet 
reduction, after significant asset 
purchases to produce lower 
long-term rates, will begin at a 
future meeting. These monetary 
policy moves will lead to higher 
mortgage rates in 2022 and 2023 
as the Fed attempts to curb 
elevated inflation. 

The Fed also reduced its GDP 
forecast in 2022 to just 2.8%.

Mill ions Cannot  Af ford
Dream  of  Hom eownership 

Rising home prices and interest 
rates can negatively affect housing 
affordability, as shown in recent 
NAHB reports related to its 2022 
Priced-Out Estimates. However, a 
large portion of the roughly 69% of 
U.S. households t hat  can?t  af ford 
a new median-priced home aren?t 
even able to afford a home that 
costs a fraction of that price.

The minimum income required to 
purchase a $150,000 home is 
$36,074. Roughly 36 million U.S. 
households are estimated to have 
incomes at or below that 
threshold.

NAHB Urges Act ion on Lum ber  Supply
NAHB Chairman Jerry Konter urged the Biden 
administration to increase domestic production of 
timber from federal lands and to work with Canada 
on a new softwood lumber agreement that will elim- 
inate tariffs during a March 14 Whit e House vir t ual 
m eet ing on resolving the lumber and building mate- 
rial supply chain crisis. And after the administration 
announced on March 23 that it would be ending 
t ar if fs on st eel and alum inum  from the United 
Kingdom, NAHB asked the White House to negotiate 
a similar agreement on Canadian softwood lumber.  
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WHBA Member OF THE MONTH

Sandra Harvey
Realt or

Direct :  (404) 843-2500

License:  280850 GA

sandra.harvey@m et robrokers.com

As a Realt or  w it h BHGRE® Met ro Brokers, I of fer  m y client s t he m ost  
com prehensive services while using t he st at e of  t he ar t  m arket ing and 
t echnology st rat egies.  As your  Realt or®. I w il l  put  m y know ledge and 
local exper t ise t o work  for  you.  I am  dedicat ed t o helping you, m y client  
every st ep of  t he way.  By pair ing m y Real Est at e know ledge w it h t he 
suppor t  of  t he largest  Real Est at e com pany in Georgia, I of fer  m y client s 
everyt hing t hey need ie; real est at e m or t gage, proper t y insurance and 
closing services,  From  CONSULTATION t o CONTRACT t o CLOSING and 
BEYOND, put  m e t o work  for  you and we can m ake your  hom e, SOLD By 
SANDRA!

Bet t er  Hom es and Gardens Real Est at e

Met ro Brokers



Top St at es for  NGBS Cer t if icat ions

With nearly 350,000 homes certified to the 
National Green Building Standard (NGBS) 
since its launch in 2009, builders across the 
United States are continually adding to the 
pipeline of NGBS projects. Here?s a snapshot 
of the states that saw t he m ost  
cer t if icat ion act ivit y in 2021 for 
single-family and multifamily projects.

The top 10 states in 2021 for single-family 
certifications under the NGBS: North 
Carolina, Virginia, Delaware, Florida, Texas, 
Indiana, Maryland, New York, Washington, 
and Missouri.

The top 10 states for multifamily certifica- 
tions under the NGBS: Texas, Florida, North 
Carolina, Georgia, Maryland, Virginia, 
Colorado, Arizona, Tennessee, and Indiana.

NAHB's most recent survey of "What Home 
Buyers Really Want" asked first-time buyers 
to rate more than 200 home and commun- 
ity features using a four-tier scale: essential, 
desirable, indifferent and do not want. The 
t op 10 m ost  want ed features by first-time 
home buyers were: laundry room, ceiling 
fan, exterior lighting, double kitchen sink, 
hardwood flooring, walk-in pantry, drinking 
water filtration, patio, security cameras, and 
space for a kitchen table.

The biggest difference in features most 
wanted by first-time buyers and buyers in 
general is the absence of energy saving 
features on the first-time buyers? top 10 list. 
Among buyers in general, ENERGY STAR 

rated windows are the #4 most wanted 
feature and ENERGY STAR rated appliances 
ranked #9. A front porch also made the top 
10 list among buyers in general.  

Top 10 Feat ures Desired by First -Tim e Hom e Buyers

Tuskegee Universit y Wins at  IBS  

The 2022 NAHB St udent  Com pet it ion  
enjoyed a return to normal as the teams 
largely presented in person during the 
International Builders? Show in Orlando. 
In the Production Home Builder competi- 
tion for four-year programs, teams were 
asked to create a development plan for a 
120-acre parcel in Texas. Tuskegee 
University won first place for four-year 
programs. This marks the first time a 
team from a historically black college or 
university won the competition.

California Polytechnic State University, 
San Luis Obispo took first place in the 
new Custom Home Builder competition. 
Kirkwood Community College in Iowa 
took the top spot in the competition for 
associate degree programs.
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Leadership List Calendar  of  Event s

OFFICERS

President, Blake Hudson

Vice-President, Mike Lee

Secretary/Treasurer, Joe Irons

Past President, Blake Wilson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Derrick Thompson

Cory Lord

Cynthia Hall

David Barnett

LIFE DIRECTORS

Larry Boggs

Jeff Matthews

Robbie Robinson

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Greg Wallace

Apr il 12, 2022

Board Of Directors Meeting 

10:45 am - 11:30 am

General Membership Meeting 

11:30 am - 1 pm

May 10, 2022

Board Of Directors Meeting 

10:45 am - 11:30 am

General Membership Meeting 

11:30 am - 1 pm

June 14, 2022

Board Of Directors Meeting 

10:45 am - 11:30 am

General Membership Meeting 

11:30 am - 1 pm

LOCATION:

 At lanta's Finest  Catering
13997 Veterans Memorial Hwy, 
(Bankhead Hwy)
 Winston GA  30187



NAHB member benefits programs are 
of fer ing m ore savings than ever before. 
Whether it?s on your next product 
shipment, car rental, office supply order 
or telecommunications upgrade, we have 
the solutions to help meet your business 
needs. Below are a few examples.

Savings on Shipping

We?re committed to helping you solve 
shipping challenges, save money and 
reduce stress. From small packages to 
freight pallets, members can take 
advantage of our partnerships with UPS® 
and YRC for convenient, dependable 
services that make sending and receiving 
packages easy and more affordable.

Great  Savings on Rent al Cars

You can save money while making your 
travel experience more comfortable and 
convenient through the NAHB/Avis and 
Budget car rental savings program. With 
the pay-now feature, members can save 
up to 35% off base rates, plus other offers, 
such as complimentary upgrades.

Savings f rom  Of f ice Depot

Whether in the front office or out on a 
jobsite, the NAHB/Office Depot savings 
program provides the supplies you need 
to keep your business going. From 
personal protective equipment (PPE) ?  
such as face coverings, safety googles, ear 
plugs and hard hats ?  as well as a variety 

of cleaning supplies and other business 
essentials, Office Depot can make it 
easier to outfit your business with work 
essentials.

Tech Solut ions f rom  RingCent ral

Imagine your team working seamlessly 
with all the resources they need to keep 
conversations moving at their fingertips. 
Imagine your clients, suppliers and 
subcontractors connecting with you 
effortlessly through crystal-clear voice 
and video calls. Get these features and 
more when you upgrade to RingCentral?s 
voice, video and team messaging system.

Visit 1800members.com/nahb or call 
800-MEMBERS (800-636-2377) weekdays 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET, for more 
information.

NAHB Mem ber  Savings Can Help Your  Business Thr ive 
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 WHBA Mem bership Com m it t ee

The new ly form ed WHBA Mem bership Com m it t ee has begun 
operat ion w it h a goal of  expanding our  m em bership f rom  t he 
cur rent  70+ m em bers t o 150+ m em bers over  t he com ing year .

We are pleased t o announce t hat  
Sandra Harvey w it h Bet t er  Hom es and 
Gardens Met ro Brokers has agreed t o be 
t he Chairm an of  t h is 
com m it t ee.   In addit ion, 
Jennifer  Chadw ick  w it h 
Secur it yNat ional Mor t gage 
has agreed t o be t he Vice- 
Chairm an.

Addit ional m em bers of  t h is com m it t e:

Kr issy Lindsay - Met ro Garage Door

Josh Archer  - DIAMOND KOTE Building Product s

Mer r i l l  Folsom  - NGTur f

Var ious Builders w il l  serve as adhoc m em bers of  t h is com m it t ee.  

Thank  you t o all t hose who have agreed t o par t icipat e on t h is 
very im por t ant  com m it t ee!



For  t he per iod beginning Apr i l  1, 2022, m em bers par t icipat ing in t he Apex com ponent s of  t he SALA 

Healt hcare Program  w il l  exper ience a nom inal rat e increase. Our  par t ners aim  t o keep cost s low , 

however , t here were a com binat ion of  fact ors over  t he past  year  or  so t hat  increased claim  cost s. 

COVID was one of  t he biggest  fact ors. Ot her  fact ors include increased cost  in adm inist rat ion fees, 

st af f ing, PPO net work  access, bank ing, and t echnology enhancem ent s.  A second em ail w il l  also be 

sent  t o all m em bers pr ior  t o t heir  next  bil l ing det ail ing t heir  new  m ont hly cont r ibut ion.  

As I m ent ioned, t here are som e signif icant  enhancem ent s t o t he Apex product s.  We are excit ed t o 

announce a new com prehensive m em ber  app - Show Benef it s! Mem bers w il l  have access t o all t he 

feat ures and benef it s of  t heir  plan inclusive of :

- Plan Docum ent s

- ID Cards

- Provider  Search

- Rx lookup

However , what  we are m ost  excit ed about  is t he int roduct ion of  a new  benef it  which is of  value t o all 

m em bers and t heir  dependent s, Vir t ual Pr im ary Care (VPC).  VPC has a $0 copay and feat ures 

unlim it ed use for  all fam ily m em bers regardless of  how  t hey are enrolled in benef it s.  Wit h t he 

addit ion of  t he VPC, it  opens t he door  for  som e m em bers t o consider  changing t heir  Apex plan f rom  

t he Advant age (Sum m it ) Plan t o t he less expensive Basic (Essent ial) Plan.

The VPC w il l  al low  m em bers t o access:

- a pr im ary care and m ult idisciplinary care t eam ,

- prevent ive care and wellness,

- acut e care,

- chronic care m anagem ent ,

- behavioral healt h services, and

- care coordinat ion. 

Last ly, som e m em bers have expressed concerns t o t he SALA t eam  about  t he level and qualit y of  

service provided by HMA.  The Apex Group has also been  l ist ening.  We are very pleased t o let  you 

know t he claim  adm inist rat ion is being t ransit ioned t o a new Third-Par t y Adm inist rat or , ARM, Lt d., 

out  of  Ar l ingt on Height s, Il l inois and  Apex cust om er  service w il l  now  be provided by Unif ied TPA. This 

w il l  result  in a signif icant  im provem ent  in t he m em ber  exper ience.  When a m em ber  calls in for  

cust om er  service, t hey w il l  reach a l ive person on t he phone who can answer  and resolve any issues 

SALA healt hcare program  changes ef fect ive 

Apr i l  1, 2022



You w il l  also see t hat  t he plan nam es have been rebranded. The Advant age Plan w il l  now  be known 

as t he Sum m it  Plan and t he Basic MEC w il l  be t he Essent ial Plan.  In t he com ing weeks we w il l  be 

updat ing your  SALA Healt hcare websit e and all t he m arket ing m at er ial locat ed t here.  We w il l  also 

be announcing a ser ies of  webinars t h is spr ing for  m em bers t o at t end and learn about  t he new 

benef it s.  Please look  for  fut ure em ails f rom  us as we updat e t he websit e, add updat ed m at er ials, 

and announce t he webinar  dat es.  

Best ,

Kevin

Kevin Kennedy, MBA, CNE

CEO

Sm all Associat ion Leadership All iance

Washingt on, DC

www.west sidehba.com  w il l  

ref lect  t hese changes.

SALA is updat ing WHBA's 

Websit e inform at ion on or  

before Apr i l  1, 2022
Please call WHBA's of f ice at  770 652-6162 if  you have any 

quest ions regarding t h is m at t er .



Remember:

All you have to do is 
?ASK?....

Invite 2 or more of your Subcontractors, 
Suppliers or Service Providers to become 

Members & attend the next WHBA General 
Membership Meeting. Who are your...

Account ant s, Appraisers, At t orneys, Lum ber  Supplier , Cabinet  Co., 
Plum bing Supplier , Concret e Co., Granit e/Marble/Tile Supplier , Dry 
Wall Co., Fram ing Cont ract or , Elect r ical Cont ract or , Banker /Mor t gage 
Broker , HVAC Co., Insulat ion Cont ract or , Landscaping Co., Masonry 
Cont ract or , Paint  Co., Real Est at e Com pany, Roof ing Cont ract or , 
Secur it y Syst em s Provider , Grading Co., Windows/Doors Supplier , Tr im  
Carpent ers, Deck ing Com pany.....



WHY SHOULD YOU JOIN 
WHBA?

Membership Benefits:

- SAVE $100 per  house for  DET/Blower  Door  Test ing
- Healt h Care Program  ? Up t o 60% m ore af fordable 

t han t radit ional healt h  insurance
- All required Cont inuing Educat ion Hours (CEU) can be 

obt ained sim ply by  at t ending m em bership m eet ings
- HBAG Mem ber  Rebat e Program  ? Average SAVINGS of  

$1,366/year
- Over  50 leading Manufact urer  Rebat e Program s
- NAHB Discount  Program s f rom  Lowe's, Of f ice Depot , 

Dell, General Mot ors,  GEICO, Her t z, UPS, Ram ....just  
t o nam e a  few

    Go To www.west sidehba and click  on "Mem ber      
Benif i t s"  t o see all Program s and Savings.
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