
Expectations of the Federal 
Reserve beginning the first in a 
series of rate reductions kept 
potential home buyers in a 
holding pattern in August.

Sales of new ly built , single- 
fam ily hom es in August fell 
4.7% after an unusually strong 
July, according to newly released data from 
HUD and the U.S. Census Bureau. August 
new home sales registered a 716,000 
seasonally adjusted annual rate, after an 
upwardly revised estimate of 751,000 for 
July. Despite the slip in August, the 
three-month moving average for new 
home sales is at its highest level since 
March of 2022. New home sales are up 4% 
on a year-to-date basis through August.

A new home sale occurs when a sales 
contract is signed, or a deposit is accepted. 
The home can be in any stage of construct-
ion: not yet started, under construction or 
completed. In addition to adjusting for 
seasonal effects, the August reading of 

Oct ober  2024

Ant icipat ed Rat e Cut  Slows August  New Hom e Sales

716,000 units is the number of 
homes that would sell if this pace 
continued for the next 12 months.

New single-family home inventory 
increased 1.7% to 467,000 in 
August, a 7.8 months? supply at 
the current sales pace. Completed 
Completed, ready to occupy 

inventory increased to 105,000 homes, 
which is the highest level since 2009.  

Median new home price fell back to 
$420,600, down 4.6% from a year ago due to 
builder price incentives amid multi-decade 
highs for housing affordability challenges. 
The Census data reveals a gain for new 
home sales priced below $300,000, which 
made up 18% of new home sales in August 
compared to 12% a year ago.

Regionally, on a year-to-date basis, new 
home sales are up in all four regions, rising 
2.1% in the Northeast, 21.9% in the Mid- 
west, 0.8% in the South and 4.7% in the 
West.

Oct ober  
2024

General Mem bership Meet ing - Tuesday Oct . 8, 2024 f rom  11:30 am  t o 1 pm

 at   SAM & ROSCOS Rest aurant , 7450 Douglas Blvd., Douglasvil le, GA.
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NAHB Seeks Feedback  on Heat  Rule 
OSHA in August published a proposed rule to 
establish the first federal standard for preventing 
heat-related injuries and illnesses in work settings. 
If finalized, the standard would apply to all 
employers conducting outdoor and indoor work in 
all general industry, construction, maritime and 
agriculture sectors, with some exceptions. NAHB 
has prepared a summary of the proposal. 

OSHA is allowing the public to submit feedback in 
response to the proposal until Dec. 30. NAHB is 
asking members to provide feedback on the rule.

NFIP Ext ended t hrough Dec. 20
With the National Flood Insurance Program and 
federal government just days away from shutting 
down, Congress recently approved legislation to 
extend current federal government funding levels 
through Dec. 20. The legislation also ext ends 
aut hor izat ion  of the NFIP through Dec. 20. NAHB 
will continue to work with Congress to achieve a 
long-term reauthorization of the NFIP that will 
keep the program fiscally sound and let builders 
provide safe and affordable housing.

At t end IBS 2025 and 
See ?More? at  TNAH

The New American Home 2025 could 
be summarized into one word: More. 
The flagship exhibit of next year?s 
International Builders? Show (IBS) will 
feature more levels, more openness 
and even more of the latest innova- 
tions in residential construction. An 
expansive l iving space of 9,423 total 
square feet will include five bed- 
rooms, two of which are located on a 
second level where there is also will 
include five bedrooms and a large 
multipurpose game room. Other 
features include an interior court- 
yard, an in-law/guest casita, two 
garages (a three-car and a two-car), 
and an 800-squar 800-square-foot 
underground wine cellar and lounge.

IBS Takes place Feb. 25-27, 2025 in 
Las Vegas. Learn more and register at 
BuildersShow.com .

Apply Now for  an NAHB 
Com m it t ee or  Council Board 

NAHB relies on volunteer leaders to 
provide their knowledge and gui- 
dance to develop policy to support 
the home building industry. Members 
interested in serving the housing 
industry are encouraged to apply to 
one of NAHB?s com m it t ees or  
council board of trustees for the 
2025 leadership year. If you're int- 
erested, make sure your membership 
is in good standing. The application 
deadline is Nov. 10, 2024.

RIBA Get s $1.6 Mil l ion DOE Grant
The Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources and 
the Rhode Island Builders Association (RIBA) have 
received a $1.6 million grant from the U.S. DOE to 
provide energy code training to home builders, 
building inspectors, designers, and construction 
trades professionals in the state.

RIBA w il l  focus on training home building 
professionals on the new state energy code using 
materials developed through a partnership with 
NAHB. The new state code is based on the 2024 
International Energy Conservation Code (IECC). 
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IBS Sust ainabil i t y Scholarship

The NAHB IBS Sustainability and Green 
Building Scholarship aims to provide 
emerging green builders exposure to the 
world of high-performance homes and help 
them to jump-start their professional 
journey by attending the International 
Builders? Show (IBS).

The scholarship is available to young 
professionals and emerging green builders 
between the ages of 25 and 35 to attend the 
2025 IBS in Las Vegas, Feb. 25-27.

Scholarship recipients will receive $1,800 for 
travel expenses and full registration to 
maximize their IBS experience. Applications 
are due Nov. 18.

NAHB?s Associate 
members grossed an 
all-time high in average 
revenue in 2023, besting 
2021?s record of $2.86 
million by $140,000, 
according to NAHB?s 
annual census of 
members. The $3 million 
average reflects the 
booming success that 
Associate members across the Federation 
saw last year.

Other highlight s f rom  t he census include:

Associate members account for 
approximately 65% of NAHB?s membership.

39% of Associate members say they 

contribute to the development of 
green/sustainable homes.

The typical Associate member 
employs 12 people, which ties 
last year?s all-time high.

The census also detailed the 
businesses in which Associate 
members work. The most 
prevalent business is sub- 
contracting/specialty trade 

contracting at 45% of all Associate 
members, up 4% from a year ago. The 
next-largest segments include professional 
specialties (11%), retail dealerships/ 
distributorships (10%), financial services 
(8%) and wholesale dealerships/ 
distributorships (5%).

Who Are NAHB?s Associat e Mem bers?

Codes Plan Wor r ies Mult ifam ily

Many multifamily housing developers are 
concerned about plans by the Biden 
administration to mandate all new homes 
to be built to the latest energy codes as a 
requirement for certain federal home loan 
programs, according to a new survey.

HUD and t he USDA said earlier this year 
they would require all HUD- and 
USDA-financed new single-family 
construction housing to be built to the 
2021 International Energy Conservation 
Code (IECC) and HUD-financed multifamily 
housing be built to 2021 IECC or ASHRAE 
90.1-2019 standard, the commercial 
energy code used by larger multifamily 
buildings.
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Leadership List Calendar  of  Event s

OFFICERS

President, Mike Lee

Vice-President, Joe Irons

Secretary/Treasurer,

Johnny Blankenship 

Past President, Blake Wilson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Cynthia Hall

Cory Lord

David Barnett

Krissy Lindsay

Sandra Harvey

LIFE DIRECTORS

Larry Boggs

Jeff Matthews

Robbie Robinson

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Greg Wallace

Oct ober  8, 2024

Board Of Directors Meeting
10:45am - 11:30am
General Membership Meeting
11:30am - 1 pm

Novem ber  12, 2024
Board Of Directors Meeting
10:45am - 11:30am
General Membership Meeting
11:30am - 1 pm

Decem ber  8, 2024
NO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING - 
Chr ist m as Par t y Only

Tickets will be available soon!!!



The Biden administration?s 
interpretation of the waters of 
the United States (WOTUS) 
rule has muddied the 
regulatory process and 
exacerbated the housing 
affordability crisis, NAHB 
recent ly t old Congress. 

The Supreme Court last year 
issued a decision in Sackett v. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) that redefined the scope of the 
Clean Water Act and compelled the EPA and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to provide 
additional regulatory guidance for builders 
and developers.

?The federal agencies are not faithfully 
adhering to the Supreme Court?s holdings, 
and the regulated public has been 

stiff-armed on implementation 
guidance,? Vince Messerly, 
president of the Streams and 
Wetlands Foundation, a 
non-profit wetlands mitigation 
bank based in Ohio, testified 
before a congressional panel.

As a mitigation banker working 
in partnership with home 
builders to navigate the Clean

                      Water Act?s Section 404 
permitting process, Messerly told 
lawmakers that uncertainties and delays in 
permitting are increasing housing costs 
and causing developers and builders to 
abandon projects at a time when more 
housing is desperately needed to address 
America?s affordability challenges.

WOTUS Rule Hur t s Af fordabil i t y, NAHB Tells Congress

Vince Messer ly, St ream s 
and Wet lands Foundat ion
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          Westside Home Builders Associat ion
MEMBER OF THE MONTH

Budget Blinds of Douglasville 
and Villa Rica

"With such a wide variety of window treatment options, no 

two homes are designed the same so you end up with a truly 

custom product."

- Kurt & Kelli Flaherty, Owner

ht t ps:/ / budget blinds.com /douglasvil le-ga/

770-755-5812

Blinds

Shades

Shut t ers

Drapes

Mot or izat ion





SAVE 
THE

DATE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH

WHBA

CHRISTMAS 

PARTY

Ticket s go on Sale Soon!









Remember:

All you have to do is 
?ASK?....

Invite 2 or more of your Subcontractors, Suppliers or                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Service Providers to become Members & attend the 
next WHBA General Membership Meeting. Who are 

your...

Account ant s, Appraisers, At t orneys, Lum ber  Supplier , Cabinet  
Co., Plum bing Supplier , Concret e Co., Granit e/Marble/Tile 

Supplier , Dry Wall Co., Fram ing Cont ract or , Elect r ical 
Cont ract or , Banker /Mor t gage Broker , HVAC Co., Insulat ion 

Cont ract or , Landscaping Co., Masonry Cont ract or , Paint  Co., 
Real Est at e Com pany, Roof ing Cont ract or , Secur it y Syst em s 

Provider , Grading Co., Windows/Doors Supplier , Tr im  
Carpent ers, Deck ing Com pany.....

GOD Bless Am er ica!!!



WHY SHOULD YOU JOIN 
WHBA?

Membership Benefits:

- SAVE $100 per  house for  DET/Blower  Door  Test ing
- Healt h Care Program  ? Up t o 60% m ore af fordable 

t han t radit ional healt h  insurance
- All required Cont inuing Educat ion Hours (CEU) can 

be obt ained sim ply by  at t ending m em bership 
m eet ings

- HBAG Mem ber  Rebat e Program  ? Average SAVINGS 
of  $1,366/year

- Over  50 leading Manufact urer  Rebat e Program s
- NAHB Discount  Program s f rom  Lowe's, Of f ice Depot , 

Dell, General Mot ors,  GEICO, Her t z, UPS, Ram ....just  
t o nam e a  few

 Go To www.west sidehba and click  on "Mem ber      
Benif i t s"  t o see all Program s and Savings.



DON'T FORGET TO BRING CASH $$$ FOR 
OUR B-PAC RAFFLE

The Builders Political Action Committee is a voluntary 
non-profit organization affiliated with the Home Builders 

Association of Georgia & Westside Home Builders.
The purpose of B-PAC is to give aid, through campaign 

contributions, to those political candidates who support the 
goals of improving the residential construction industry.

B-PAC is managed by a Board of Trustees who identify 
deserving recipients of campaign contributions. 

HELP US KEEP GOVERNMENT OUT OF YOUR BUSINESS!



I am  honored t o serve as t he 2023 Mem bership Com m it t ee Chair  of  t he West side 
Hom e Builders Associat ion.  Our  Mem bership serves Car roll, Douglas, Haralson, 
Paulding & Polk  Count ies.  We are one of  t he largest  Builder  Associat ions in t he 
St at e of  Georgia.  If  you are a Builder , Supplier  of  building m at er ials, Roofer , 
Floor ing Com pany, Mor t gage Provider , Realt or , et c., please check  out  our  websit e 
www.west sidehba.com

t o see all t he great  benef it s of  becom ing a Mem ber .  Click  "Becom e A Mem ber"  t o 
com plet e t he Online Applicat ion. (just  t akes a few  m inut es). If  you are a Builder , 
you w il l  sign up under  "Builder  Mem ber " .  The cost s for   your  Com pany 
Mem bership is $550.00  and any addit ional person(s) w it h in your  organizat ion can 
also join as an  "Af f i l iat e Builder  Mem ber "  for  only $165.00 per  person.  A 
non-builder  w il l  sign up as an "Associat e Mem ber "  for  $550.00 and $165.00 for  each 
"Af f i l iat e Associat e Mem ber " . Our  Mem bership m eet s m ont hly at  Sam  & Roscos 
Rest aurant  locat ed at  7450 Douglas Blvd., Douglasvil le, Ga. Please give m e a call 
w it h any quest ions. Sandra Caraway Harvey, 770-845-1601. 

#Get Involved 

#AllBuildersNeedToBeAMem ber

#Dont MissOut  

#Mem bersDoBusinessWit hMem bers 

#Save$100PerHouseonDETTest ing

#Mem bershipBenef it s

Sold By Sandra
 
+1 770-845-1601
 
sandra.harvey@m et robrokers.com
 
m et robrokers.com / realest at e/agent / sandra-harvey
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