
Existing home sales rose to a 
seven-month high in 
September as mortgage rates 
eased and inventory improved, 
according to the National 
Association of Realtors (NAR). 
Resale inventory matched to 
the highest level since May 
2020, though it remained 
below pre-pandemic levels. 

Mortgage rates hovered between 6.5% and 
7% earlier this year due to ongoing 
economic and tariff uncertainty. However, 
rates recently fell below 6.5% for the first 
time this year as the Fed resumed rate cuts 
at its September meeting. Last week, the 
average mortgage rate decreased to a 
nearly one-year low of 6.27%. With 
additional rate cuts expected in coming 
months, lower mortgage rates and 
improved inventory should bring more 
buyers and sellers into the market.

Total exist ing hom e sales, including 
single-family homes, townhomes, 
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Exist ing Hom e Sales Increase in Sept em ber
condominiums, and co-ops, 
rose 1.5% to a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 4.06 
million in September. On a 
year-over-year basis, sales 
were 4.1% higher than a year 
ago.

The existing home inventory 
level was 1.55 million units in 

September, up 1.3% from August and up 
14.0% from a year ago. At the current sales 
rate, September unsold inventory sits at a 
4.6-months? supply, unchanged from July 
and August but up from 4.2-months in 
September 2024. Inventory between 4.5 to 
6 month?s supply is generally considered a 
balanced market.

Homes stayed on the market for a median 
of 33 days in September, up from 31 days 
last month and 28 days in September 2024.

The September median sales price of all 
existing homes was $415,200, up 2.1% 
from last year.

Novem ber  
2025

General Mem bership Meet ing-Tuesday, Novem ber  11, 2025 f rom  11:30 am  t o 1 pm
 at   SAM & ROSCOS Rest aurant , 7450 Douglas Blvd., Douglasvil le, GA.
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Subst ance Use Issues in Const ruct ion  
Construction workers have nearly two times the 
rate of substance misuse (15%) as the national 
average (8.6%) and are more likely to be affected 
by opioid addiction. The nature of the work, with 
tight deadlines and physical demands, can lead 
to self-medication, potentially opening the door 
to abuse. NAHB and its partners ? including SAFE 
Project, the Job-Site Safety Institute (JSI), Mind- 
Wise Innovations, and others ? have resources to 
train workers on the r isks of  subst ance m isuse.

USPS Clust er  Mailbox Guidance
The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) recently clarified its 
policies on clust er  m ailbox unit s (CBUs) in new 
housing development. The USPS also apologized 
for inconsistent local guidance in recent years. 

While reaffirming that all new developments 
should use centralized CBUs, USPS offered 
clarifying guidance, including: CBUs do not require 
awnings or lighting; CBUs do not require dedicated 
parking for carriers; and larger developments may 
have multiple CBU locations to balance resident 
convenience and carrier efficiency. 

New Am er ican Hom e Is a 
Model of  Energy Ef f iciency
The New Am er ican Hom e 2026, the 
must-see showcase at the upcoming 
NAHB International Builders? Show®, 
is setting a new bar  for  energy 
ef f iciency, particularly for a home of 
its scale: over 9,200 square feet. 
Thanks to a smart integration of 
high-performance systems and a 
powerful solar array, the home is 
projected to achieve a Home Energy 
Rating System (HERS) Index of -40. To 
put that into perspective, a typical 
new home scores around 100, while a 
net-zero home rates at 0. The 2026 
show home far exceeds both. IBS 
takes place Feb. 17?19 in Orlando. 
Register at BuildersShow.com .

Verm ont  Seeks t o Address 
Builders' Top Concerns
Vermont Builders and Remodelers 
Association (VBRA) members stood 
with Gov. Phil Scott recently as he 
signed Executive Order No. 06-25, 
which addresses regulatory barriers, 
permitting challenges and energy 
code standards in the state. The 
execut ive order  offers:

Flexibil i t y: Builders can return to 
using the former 2020 codes when 
they are more practical and 
affordable. Clar it y: Retroactive 
coverage resolves uncertainty for 
projects started since July 2024. 
Speed: Shorter timelines, concurrent 
reviews, and deemed approvals 
reduce permitting delays.

NAHB Prom ot es NWP Im provem ent s
In a recent meeting with officials from EPA and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, NAHB urged 
the agencies to pursue regulatory reforms that 
would improve the Clean Water Act (CWA) 
Sect ion 404 perm it t ing program .  

NAHB asked the agencies to increase nationwide 
permit acreage eligibility and to raise the thresh- 
old for mandatory compensatory mitigation. 
NAHB also asked that they expand the availability 
and lower the cost of mitigation credits.
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Square-Foot  Pr ices by Region 
Median square-foot prices for new single- 
family detached (SFD) homes started in 
2024 grew modestly, according to NAHB?s 
analysis of Survey of Construction data.

For spec starts, after excluding record-high 
improved lot values, t he m edian pr ice was 
$153 per square foot of floor area, inching 
up from $150 a year earlier. The New 
England division registered the highest 
median prices at $282 per square foot. The 
East South Central region had the lowest 
median sales price per square foot at $140.

For custom, or contractor-built, homes, the 
median price was $166 per square foot of 
floor space, up slightly from $162 in 2023. 

The NAHB/West lake Royal 
Rem odeling Market  Index 
(RMI) posted a reading of 60 
for the third quarter, up 
one point compared to the 
previous quarter. With the 
reading of 60, the RMI 
remains solidly in positive 
territory above 50, but 
lower than it had been at 
any time from 2021 through 
2024.

The NAHB/Westlake Royal 
RMI survey asks remodelers 
to rate five components of 
the remodeling market as ?good,? ?fair? or 
?poor.? Each question is measured on a scale 

from 0 to 100, where an index number 
above 50 indicates that a higher share view 
conditions as good than poor.

Rem odeling Market  Sent im ent  Im proves in Q3

Fed Cut s Rat es, Fut ure Uncer t ain
With the government shutdown limiting the 
quantity of economic data available to 
markets and policymakers, the central bank?s 
Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) 
enacted a widely anticipated 25 basis-point  
cut  for the short-term federal funds rate. 
This marks the second consecutive cut this 
fall, and the move decreases the policy rate 
to an upper rate of 4.25%. Reflecting that the 
market anticipated this policy move, 
long-term rates were relatively unchanged 
after the FOMC announcement. There were 
two dissenters to the Oct. 29 decision.

Chair Powell noted that there were ?strongly 
differing? views at this meeting with respect 
to December policy action, with a possibility 
of no further cuts before the end of the year.
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Westside HBA Members:

Allen Davis - (912) 687-3733

Kyle St ephens - (423) 763-1111

Derek  Wirz - (423) 763-1111

ht t ps:/ / t hesout hernagency.com /

At  The Sout hern Agency, we don?t  just  sell insurance? we deliver  
peace of  m ind. Built  on t he pr inciple ?Creat e great  policies w it h 

great  car r iers at  com pet it ive rat es,? we t ake t he t im e t o underst and 
your  unique r isks and craf t  coverage t hat  t ru ly prot ect s what  

m at t ers m ost .

We?ve redef ined t he insurance process w it h The Sout hern Agency 
Underwr it ing Nar rat ive? a m et hod t hat  ensures businesses get  a 

?t op of  t he st ack? applicat ion, giving underwr it ers a clear , 
com pell ing pict ure of  t heir  needs. For  personal insurance, we t ake 

t he sam e m et iculous approach, designing policies t hat  respond 
when l i fe hit s hardest .

Many agent s cut  corners. We don?t . Our  10 P Underwr it ing Nar rat ive 
Process uncovers key r isks ot hers m iss, ensur ing you?re not  just  

insured? you?re t ru ly prot ect ed. Wit h The Sout hern Agency, you get  
a par t ner  who advocat es for  you, f ight s for  t he best  coverage, and 

m akes sure you never  feel lost  in t he f ine pr int .

Insurance shouldn?t  be a guessing gam e. Let ?s get  it  
r ight? together.



The skilled labor shortage is 
responsible for the lost 
production of thousands of 
newly built homes, 
according to the Home 
Builders Institute?s (HBI?s) 
Fall 2025 Const ruct ion 
Labor  Market  Repor t . 
Produced by NAHB?s 
economics team, the report 
quantifies the size and 
impact of the skilled labor shortage at $10.8 
billion per year. The aggregate annual 
impact of the skilled labor shortage in the 
home building sector is $2.663 billion in 
terms of higher carrying costs and $8.143 
billion in terms of lost single-family home 
building (19,000 homes). Read t he repor t .

Other key findings:

There are cur rent ly 3.3 
m il l ion payroll residential 
construction workers.

Am id a dram at ic 
slowdown in the job 
market, home builders and 
remodelers lost 26,100 jobs 
over the last 12 months.

The percent age of  Gen Z 
(those born between 1997 and 2012) 
participating in the construction workforce 
has more than doubled, increasing from 
6.4% in 2019 to 14.1% in 2023.

The im pact  of  AI on the home building 
industry is limited but is likely to evolve in 
the coming years.

Repor t  Reveals Econom ic Im pact  of  Labor  Shor t age
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Leadership List Calendar  of  Event s
OFFICERS

President, Joe Irons

Vice-President, Johnny 
Blankenship

Secretary/Treasurer,

Mason Tritt 

Past President, Mike Lee

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Blake Wilson

John Christian

Cynthia Hall

David Barnett

Sandra Harvey

Chuck Laster

LIFE DIRECTORS

Larry Boggs

Jeff Matthews

Robbie Robinson

Honorary:  Cory Lord

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Greg Wallace

Novem ber  11, 2025

Board Of Directors Meeting

10:45 am - 11:30 am
General Membership Meeting
11:30 am - 1 pm

LOCATION:
Sam  & Roscos Rest aurant
7450 Douglas Blvd.,
Douglasvil le, GA.  30135
__________________________________

WHBA Chr ist m as Par t y & HOF 
Cerem ony

Per form ance by:
George Pippen

           
              Decem ber  7, 2025

LOCATION:
Gabe's Downt own

129 Main St reet
Vil la Rica, GA  30108

* * * Please cont act  Denene in 
t he of f ice for  t icket s - 770 

652-6162 or  em ail: 
whbagregwallace@gm ail.com



George Pippen a 27-year -old count ry rock  em erging t alent  
f rom  sm all-t own Indiana, who, af t er  st ar t ing as a t our  

m anager  in Los Angeles, is now poised t o m ake his m ark  in 
Nashvil le's m usic scene w it h his debut  Album , "Grow ing 

Pains."  Wit h a gr it t y voice and undeniable charm , George 
em bodies t he all-Am er ican boy-next -door , channeling his 
sm all-t own root s and big-cit y dream s int o ant hem ic and 

engaging lyr ics and m elodies t hat  capt ure t he essence of  h is 
journey t hrough his grow ing pains and exper iences.

WHBA's Christmas Party Entertainer:  
George Pippen

Cont act  Denene in t he of f ice t o purchase your  t icket s, 
Com pany Tables, et c.  770-652-6162  or   

whbagregwallace@gm ail.com



DON'T FORGET TO BRING CASH $$$ FOR 
OUR B-PAC RAFFLE

The Builders Political Action Committee is a voluntary 
non-profit organization affiliated with the Home Builders 

Association of Georgia & Westside Home Builders.
The purpose of B-PAC is to give aid, through campaign 

contributions, to those political candidates who support the 
goals of improving the residential construction industry.

B-PAC is managed by a Board of Trustees who identify 
deserving recipients of campaign contributions. 

HELP US KEEP GOVERNMENT OUT OF YOUR BUSINESS!



I am  honored t o serve as t he 2025 Mem bership Com m it t ee Chair  of  t he West side 
Hom e Builders Associat ion.  Our  Mem bership serves Car roll, Douglas, Haralson, 
Paulding & Polk  Count ies.  We are one of  t he largest  Builder  Associat ions in t he 
St at e of  Georgia.  If  you are a Builder , Supplier  of  building m at er ials, Roofer , 
Floor ing Com pany, Mor t gage Provider , Realt or , et c., please check  out  our  websit e 
www.west sidehba.com  t o see all t he great  benef it s of  becom ing a Mem ber .  Click  
"Becom e A Mem ber"  t o com plet e t he Online Applicat ion. (just  t akes a few  
m inut es). If  you are a Builder , you w il l  sign up under  "Builder  Mem ber " .  The cost s 
for   your  Com pany Mem bership is $550.00  and any addit ional person(s) w it h in your  
organizat ion can also join as an  "Af f i l iat e Builder  Mem ber "  for  only $165.00 per  
person.  A non-builder  w il l  sign up as an "Associat e Mem ber "  for  $550.00 and 
$165.00 for  each "Af f i l iat e Associat e Mem ber " . Our  Mem bership m eet s m ont hly at  
Sam  & Roscos Rest aurant  locat ed at  7450 Douglas Blvd., Douglasvil le, Ga. Please 
give m e a call w it h any quest ions.  Chuck  Last er  - (678) 485-8569. 

#Get Involved 

#AllBuildersNeedToBeAMem ber

#Dont MissOut  

#Mem bersDoBusinessWit hMem bers 

#Save$100PerHouseonDETTest ing

#Mem bershipBenef it s

Chuck Last er
Business Development Manager 
at Carter Lumber

West side HBA Mem bership 
Com m it t ee Chairm an
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westsidehba.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2ZYsR3MN5srUtHzMF2JcxG1a1kXIau9pi1xbdSNl2AoQQ48UdjBTJZPKk&h=AT3CJYj2S66P6cfAr5NSxoWOi6FG_BdAnp0JDSUs5YvXfBPRWF5j8ZAkyNveLW6j2xkFeO4JK-UMnxG7H-RN0IycKSVUKXgwKtm16f2-93dDVJB_2k_-vV4L3l13pYrge0IkTP2T_NbcigJQjdNE&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT0nfDZTlkoeJTRgXysITGMd3PpZAUZSTmtYbFK75sCm5BQ3uRcbgUQIbadYd-_cieWB8bZ5I2GOzZHVGyUSVa6gdGyKI4lVT0Fda6SU8mVxpBUcDgu1QiN2Thp_qDICKjzvlL2OAUgi29C6sWjBYbk-_k4GQiOXE1QA7joVqdCtDdTj_TOreMlDmARkNi1agFyHOI-NgQS1
https://www.facebook.com/UncorkedonMain?__cft__[0]=AZW_I2P7WItkgYMkGYeBg5jIK71qZ_fBtZjY5ibR67HYovMnYzm8Yv6Te7tl-qYqBs9ubU3YOwMihk1VzBL2Iznmzw2GHowZkmKBtqSc1WJKnXoGEErdy11KIwUWPLmMjSg7PrfB64Zwo03w9Fjp7gW9asEbIVqeadL6EP4SVviPFDjH8D_BZwRkV_ugpEx1s7I&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/getinvolved?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZW_I2P7WItkgYMkGYeBg5jIK71qZ_fBtZjY5ibR67HYovMnYzm8Yv6Te7tl-qYqBs9ubU3YOwMihk1VzBL2Iznmzw2GHowZkmKBtqSc1WJKnXoGEErdy11KIwUWPLmMjSg7PrfB64Zwo03w9Fjp7gW9asEbIVqeadL6EP4SVviPFDjH8D_BZwRkV_ugpEx1s7I&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/allbuildersneedtobeamember?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZW_I2P7WItkgYMkGYeBg5jIK71qZ_fBtZjY5ibR67HYovMnYzm8Yv6Te7tl-qYqBs9ubU3YOwMihk1VzBL2Iznmzw2GHowZkmKBtqSc1WJKnXoGEErdy11KIwUWPLmMjSg7PrfB64Zwo03w9Fjp7gW9asEbIVqeadL6EP4SVviPFDjH8D_BZwRkV_ugpEx1s7I&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/dontmissout?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZW_I2P7WItkgYMkGYeBg5jIK71qZ_fBtZjY5ibR67HYovMnYzm8Yv6Te7tl-qYqBs9ubU3YOwMihk1VzBL2Iznmzw2GHowZkmKBtqSc1WJKnXoGEErdy11KIwUWPLmMjSg7PrfB64Zwo03w9Fjp7gW9asEbIVqeadL6EP4SVviPFDjH8D_BZwRkV_ugpEx1s7I&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/membersdobusinesswithmembers?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZW_I2P7WItkgYMkGYeBg5jIK71qZ_fBtZjY5ibR67HYovMnYzm8Yv6Te7tl-qYqBs9ubU3YOwMihk1VzBL2Iznmzw2GHowZkmKBtqSc1WJKnXoGEErdy11KIwUWPLmMjSg7PrfB64Zwo03w9Fjp7gW9asEbIVqeadL6EP4SVviPFDjH8D_BZwRkV_ugpEx1s7I&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/save?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZW_I2P7WItkgYMkGYeBg5jIK71qZ_fBtZjY5ibR67HYovMnYzm8Yv6Te7tl-qYqBs9ubU3YOwMihk1VzBL2Iznmzw2GHowZkmKBtqSc1WJKnXoGEErdy11KIwUWPLmMjSg7PrfB64Zwo03w9Fjp7gW9asEbIVqeadL6EP4SVviPFDjH8D_BZwRkV_ugpEx1s7I&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/membershipbenefits?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZW_I2P7WItkgYMkGYeBg5jIK71qZ_fBtZjY5ibR67HYovMnYzm8Yv6Te7tl-qYqBs9ubU3YOwMihk1VzBL2Iznmzw2GHowZkmKBtqSc1WJKnXoGEErdy11KIwUWPLmMjSg7PrfB64Zwo03w9Fjp7gW9asEbIVqeadL6EP4SVviPFDjH8D_BZwRkV_ugpEx1s7I&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/membershipbenefits?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZW_I2P7WItkgYMkGYeBg5jIK71qZ_fBtZjY5ibR67HYovMnYzm8Yv6Te7tl-qYqBs9ubU3YOwMihk1VzBL2Iznmzw2GHowZkmKBtqSc1WJKnXoGEErdy11KIwUWPLmMjSg7PrfB64Zwo03w9Fjp7gW9asEbIVqeadL6EP4SVviPFDjH8D_BZwRkV_ugpEx1s7I&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/membershipbenefits?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZW_I2P7WItkgYMkGYeBg5jIK71qZ_fBtZjY5ibR67HYovMnYzm8Yv6Te7tl-qYqBs9ubU3YOwMihk1VzBL2Iznmzw2GHowZkmKBtqSc1WJKnXoGEErdy11KIwUWPLmMjSg7PrfB64Zwo03w9Fjp7gW9asEbIVqeadL6EP4SVviPFDjH8D_BZwRkV_ugpEx1s7I&__tn__=*NK-R


Remember:

All you have to do is 
?ASK?....

Invite 2 or more of your Subcontractors, Suppliers or                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Service Providers to become Members & attend the 
next WHBA General Membership Meeting. Who are 

your...

Account ant s, Appraisers, At t orneys, Lum ber  Supplier , Cabinet  
Co., Plum bing Supplier , Concret e Co., Granit e/Marble/Tile 

Supplier , Dry Wall Co., Fram ing Cont ract or , Elect r ical 
Cont ract or , Banker /Mor t gage Broker , HVAC Co., Insulat ion 

Cont ract or , Landscaping Co., Masonry Cont ract or , Paint  Co., 
Real Est at e Com pany, Roof ing Cont ract or , Secur it y Syst em s 

Provider , Grading Co., Windows/Doors Supplier , Tr im  
Carpent ers, Deck ing Com pany.....

GOD Bless Am er ica!!!



WHY SHOULD YOU JOIN 
WHBA?

Membership Benefits:

- SAVE $100 per  house for  DET/Blower  Door  Test ing
- Healt h Care Program  ? Up t o 60% m ore af fordable 

t han t radit ional healt h  insurance
- All required Cont inuing Educat ion Hours (CEU) can 

be obt ained sim ply by  at t ending m em bership 
m eet ings

- HBAG Mem ber  Rebat e Program  ? Average SAVINGS 
of  $1,366/year

- Over  50 leading Manufact urer  Rebat e Program s
- NAHB Discount  Program s f rom  Lowe's, Of f ice Depot , 

Dell, General Mot ors,  GEICO, Her t z, UPS, Ram ....just  
t o nam e a  few

 Go To www.west sidehba and click  on "Mem ber      
Benif i t s"  t o see all Program s and Savings.



Sim ply scan t h is code t o apply for  
Mem bership in West side HBA
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