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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING - Tuesday, September 8th from 11:30am to 1pm
At Gabe's Downton Villa Rica - 129 Main Street,Villa Rica, GA.

July Housing Starts Retreat on Market Headwinds

Housing starts fell in July as
economic uncertainty, rising
construction costs, labor
shortages and elevated
financing expenses
continued to challenge
builders.

Overall housing starts
decreased 12.4% in July to a

seasonally adjusted annual
rate of 1.24 million units,
according to a report from HUD and the
U.S. Census Bureau.

The July reading of 1.24 million starts is the
number of housing units builders would
begin if development kept this pace for the
next 12 months. Within this overall
number, single-family starts decreased
9.9% to an 808,000 seasonally adjusted
annual rate and are down 15.7% compared
to July 2025. The multifamily sector, which
includes apartment buildings and condos,
decreased 16.8% to an annualized 431,000

pace and are down 8.9%
compared to July 2025.

On a regional and

7 year-to-date basis, combined
L single-family and multifamily

starts were 11.7% higher in

{ the Northeast, 4.5% lower in

the Midwest, 3% lower in the

South and 3.8% lower in the

West.

Overall permits increased 5% to a
1.44-million-unit annualized rate in July.
Single-family permits increased 2.5% to an
894,000-unit rate and are up 1.1%
compared to July 2025. Multifamily permits
increased 9.4% to an annualized 549,000
pace and are up 6.4% compared to July
2025.

The number of single-family homes under
construction is at 579,000 units, while the
number of apartments under construction
is at 683,000 units.


https://eyeonhousing.org/2026/08/housing-starts-retreat-on-market-headwinds/?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=September&utm_content=Housing_Starts_Retreat
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Westside HBA is giving away
$7,500!!! |
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*Winning name will be drawn 12/6/26

*Do not have to be present to win
*Raffle Ticket cost $100/each

(770) 652-6162 to purchase your raffle
ticket today!!!
Or contact a WHBA Board Member

**Christmas Dinner Party Tickets sold
separately
/A
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Mid-Year Remodeling Forecast

NAHB's recent Mid-Year Remodeling Forecast
webinar reviewed how the remodeling industry
has navigated changing economic conditions,
homeowner priorities and market demand.

The panelists included: Danushka Nanayakkara-
Skillington, NAHB AVP of Forecasting and Analysis;
Rachel Bogardus Drew, director of the Remodeling
Futures Program at the Joint Center for Housing
Studies of Harvard University; and Eric Lynch,
NAHB economist

View the webinar slide deck here.

Changes to Hazard Comms Compliance
A deadline for compliance with 2024 revisions to
OSHA's Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) is
approaching for home builders and other
downstream chemical users. Employers must:

1) Comply with revised classifications or hazard
information on labels for substances in their
workplaces by Nov. 20, 2026.

2) Comply with any new classifications and hazard
information for mixtures in their workplaces by
May 19, 2028.

Deadline Looms for GFCI Outlets

A temporary exception in the National Electrical
Code (NEC) is scheduled to expire on Sept. 1,
2026. That date could have significant
consequences for builders, HVAC contractors,
electricians, code officials and manufacturers,
particularly in states and local jurisdictions that
continue to enforce NEC Section 210.8(F), which
requires ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI)
protection for outdoor HVAC equipment. Note:
This deadline may not be relevant in all places.

Registration Is Open
For 2027 Builders’ Show

Registration is open for the NAHB
International Builders' Show® (IBS),

which will take over the Las Vegas
Convention Center Feb. 2-4, 2027.
The Builders' Show is the premier
event that connects you with the
right industry professionals and lets
you be part of improving the
housing industry.

Discover the latest trends, new
products and fresh ideas. Get a first
look into what's being developed in
the industry for the future. Meet,
network and connect with tens of
thousands of industry professionals
from 100+ countries. Experience it
all at the Builders’ Show!

Register now at BuildersShow.com.

Bank Regulators Propose
Changes to CRA Rules

The Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency (OCC) and the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation
(FDIC) have proposed targeted
revisions to their Community
Reinvestment Act (CRA) regulations.
According to the OCC and FDIC, the
proposal would help ensure
community development grants
reach their intended communities.
It would also reduce regulatory
burdens, especially for community
banks and provide clearer guidance
on how banks can receive CRA
consideration.


https://www.nahb.org/blog/2026/08/osha-hazard-communications-new-rules?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=September&utm_content=OSHA_Hazards_Comms_Compliance
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ESTSIDE HBA ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS PARTY

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2026
"FROM 6PM - UNTIL....

LOCATION: GABE'S RESTAURANT
129 MAIN STREET, VILLA RICA GA




gmail.com)
to purchase your Christmas Dinner Party
i ticket - $120/person.
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- *Reserve a Company Table - $250 (seats 10)
**Company Table must also purchase

10 Dinner Tickets at $120/ticket each

- Ticket Cost: $120 per person - Includes: |
Saldiread, Dinner Entree’,Dessert Buffet,
.. Jce Bar & 1 FREE Roor Prize Tickeg
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Multifamily Developer Confidence Weakens in Q2

Confidence in the
market for new 2023
multifamily %
housing weakened | . *
year-over-year in
the second

usted)

Multifamily Production Index (MPI)
Hover ovar

ar Dars within graph for mone infomation along with a component braakdown,

The sentiment is
constrained by
regulatory barriers
and difficulty
obtaining
financing.

2025 2026

quarter, according
to the Multifamily

Index (Not Seasonally Adj

The MMS
produces two

" 8l | The MMS asks
multifamily
Market Survey I I developers to rate
(MMS) by NAHB. N | the current

conditions as

n u

“good”, “fair”, or

separate indices.
The Multifamily Production Index (MPI)
had a reading of 43, down three points
year-over-year, while the Multifamily
Occupancy Index (MOI) had a reading of
74, down eight points year-over-year.

Land Use in ROAD to Housing
The newly enacted 21st Century ROAD to
Housing Act directs HUD to develop
voluntary federal guidelines for state and
local zoning best practices. Although not
mandatory, the guidelines will help shape
how communities are evaluated for
federal grants and give states a model for
developing their own enabling legislation.

These land-use and development
provisions are especially important to
NAHB members because many state and
local zoning rules restrict home building
and raise costs. For more information on
land use, zoning and other key provisions
in the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act,
visit nahb.org/road.

“poor” for
multifamily starts in markets where they
are active. The index and all its components
are scaled so that a number above 50
indicates that more respondents report
conditions as good rather than poor.

Three States Drive Remodeling
California, Texas and Florida continue to
account for the largest shares (20.8%
combined) of remodeling activity
nationwide, according to first quarter
results from NAHB's State Projections of
Remodeling (SPR). The SPR offers a
quarterly state-by-state analysis of
remodeling activity based on total dollar
volume, market share and changes in
remodeling spending.

Developed from a proprietary NAHB
model, the SPR uses national quarterly
improvement spending data and estimates
remodeling market share by state using
multiple indicators and NAHB's annual
state remodeling forecast.


https://www.nahb.org/news-and-economics/press-releases/2026/08/three-states-drive-over-20-percent-of-remodeling-activity-NAHB-research-finds?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=September&utm_content=Three-States_Remodeling
https://www.nahb.org/news-and-economics/press-releases/2026/08/three-states-drive-over-20-percent-of-remodeling-activity-NAHB-research-finds?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=September&utm_content=Three-States_Remodeling
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https://www.nahb.org/advocacy/top-priorities/road-to-housing?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=September&utm_content=NAHB_ROAD
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Leadership List

OFFICERS

President, Joe Irons

Vice-President, Johnny
Blankenship

Secretary/Treasurer,
Mason Tritt
Past President, Mike Lee

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Blake Wilson

John Christian

Cynthia Hall

David Barnett

Sandra Harvey

Olivia Howard

LIFE DIRECTORS
Larry Boggs

Jeff Matthews
Robbie Robinson

Honorary: Cory Lord

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Greg Wallace

Calendar of Events

September 8, 2026

Board Of Directors Meeting
10:30am to 11:30am

General Membership Meeting
11:30am to 1pm

October 13,2026

Board Of Directors Meeting
10:30am to 11:30am

General Membership Meeting

11:30am to 1pm

November 10, 2026

Board Of Directors Meeting
10:30am to 11:30am

General Membership Meeting

11:30am to 1pm
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LOCATION:
Gabe's Restaurant

129 Main Street
Villa Rica, GA. 30180
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Westside HBA

Westside HBA Members: Carroll Douglas Haralson Paulding Polk
John Newman (423) 883-0551

Derek Wirz - (423) 763-1111

https://thesouthernagency.com/

At The Southern Agency, we don't just sell insurance—we deliver
peace of mind. Built on the principle “Create great policies with
great carriers at competitive rates,” we take the time to understand
your unique risks and craft coverage that truly protects what
matters most.

We've redefined the insurance process with The Southern Agency
Underwriting Narrative—a method that ensures businesses get a
“top of the stack” application, giving underwriters a clear,
compelling picture of their needs. For personal insurance, we take
the same meticulous approach, designing policies that respond
when life hits hardest.

Many agents cut corners. We don’t. Our 10 P Underwriting Narrative
Process uncovers key risks others miss, ensuring you're not just
insured—you're truly protected. With The Southern Agency, you get
a partner who advocates for you, fights for the best coverage, and
makes sure you never feel lost in the fine print.

Insurance shouldn’t be a guessing game.
Let’s get it right—together.



Data Centers Are Outbidding Home Builders for Land

In November 2025, two
of Northern Virginia’s
largest recent land deals |
closed within days of
each other. Amazon paid
$700 million for about
189 acres in Prince
William County and a few
days later, SDC Capital
Partners paid $615
million for 97 acres in
nearby Loudoun County.

is being met with land,
and much of it is land that
would otherwise have
.’ become housing. And in

| Northern Virginia, the
self-proclaimed “data
center capital of the
| world,” it has completely
skewed the market for
buildable land. In
Loudoun County, the SDC
deal came out to about
$6.3 million per acre.

The land deals weren't
for home building. Construction on data
centers began on the land almost
immediately after it closed.

As Al use has grown, so has demand for the
facilities that make it possible. That demand
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Cost plus
Escalation Clauses

Software
Contracts

RESO U RCES DOWN LOADS Book Recommendations

DISCUSSION
POSTS

In Prince William County, Amazon paid a
little more than $3.7 million per acre.

Similar price disruptions are occurring in
lllinois, Texas, Nevada and all across the
country.

DO
BUSINESS
WITH AN
NARB
MEMBER.

Members Save Millions

Start saving at nahb.org/savings



https://www.nahb.org/advocacy/industry-issues/land-use-101/tools-and-research/tools-pages/data-centers-outbidding-home-developers?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=September&utm_content=Data_Centers_And_Land
https://www.nahb.org/advocacy/industry-issues/land-use-101/tools-and-research/tools-pages/data-centers-outbidding-home-developers?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=September&utm_content=Data_Centers_And_Land
https://www.nahb.org/advocacy/industry-issues/land-use-101/tools-and-research/tools-pages/data-centers-outbidding-home-developers?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=September&utm_content=Data_Centers_And_Land
https://www.nahb.org/nahb-community/member-benefits/savings?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=November&utm_content=NAHB_Member_Savings
https://www.nahb.org/nahb-community/HBAs/membership-recruitment-and-retention-pages/do-business-with-an-nahb-member?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=November&utm_content=Do_Business_With_A_Member
https://www.nahb.org/nahb-community/member-benefits/networking/nahb-connect

WHY SHOULD YOU JOIN
WHBA?

Membership Benefits:

SAVE $100 per house for DET/Blower Door Testing
Health Care Program - Up to 60% more affordable
than traditional health insurance

All required Continuing Education Hours (CEU) can
be obtained simply by attending membership
meetings

HBAG Member Rebate Program - Average SAVINGS
of $1,366/year

Over 50 leading Manufacturer Rebate Programs
NAHB Discount Programs from Lowe's, Office Depot,
Dell, General Motors, GEICO, Hertz, UPS, Ram....just
to name a few

Go To www.westsidehba and click on "Member
Benifits" to see all Programs and Savings.




Remember:

All you have to do is
“ASK"....

Invite 2 or more of your Subcontractors, Suppliers or

Service Providers to become Members & attend the

next WHBA General Membership Meeting. Who are
your...

Accountants, Appraisers, Attorneys, Lumber Supplier, Cabinet
Co., Plumbing Supplier, Concrete Co., Granite/Marble/Tile
Supplier, Dry Wall Co., Framing Contractor, Electrical
Contractor, Banker/Mortgage Broker, HVAC Co., Insulation
Contractor, Landscaping Co., Masonry Contractor, Paint Co.,
Real Estate Company, Roofing Contractor, Security Systems
Provider, Grading Co., Windows/Doors Supplier, Trim

Carpenters, Decking Company

GOD Bless Americal!
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