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Ds	261	fee.		Ds-261	form	2021	pdf.		Formulario	ds-261	pdf.		What	is	the	purpose	of	form	ds	261.		

The	information	and	paperwork	for	obtaining	an	immigrant	visa	are	often	complex	and	confusing.	If	you	seek	to	get	an	immigration	visa	to	live	and	work	in	the	United	States,	one	form	you	will	need	to	fill	out	is	the	Form	DS-261	Choice	of	Address	and	Agent	form.	This	document	provides	information	to	the	U.S.	government	about	how	to	contact	you	for
the	processing	of	your	immigration	visa.		The	form	also	allows	you	to	appoint	someone—an	agent—to	receive	the	correspondence	related	to	your	immigration	visa	application.	If	you	need	help	with	this	form	or	are	uncertain	about	the	next	steps	you	need	to	take,	an	immigration	attorney	from	New	Frontier	immigration	Law	is	ready	to	help	you	with
your	case.		What	Is	the	DS-261	Form?	The	DS-261	Choice	of	Address	and	Agent	form	is	part	of	the	paperwork	you	will	need	to	fill	out	to	get	a	visa	to	live	in	the	United	States.	You	will	need	to	go	through	the	U.S.	Department	of	State	(DOS)	Bureau	of	Consular	Affairs	to	submit	this	form.		The	form	designates	how	the	DOS	will	contact	you	throughout
your	visa	application	process.	

It	also	allows	you	to	specify	an	agent	or	the	person	who	will	receive	the	information	regarding	your	application.	The	agency	recommends	choosing	an	agent	who	has	a	U.S.	address	to	identify	on	your	form.	There	are	several	people	you	could	appoint,	including:	A	petitioner	A	relative	A	friend	An	attorney	An	immigration	assistant	organization	So,
suppose	you	are	interested	in	appointing	an	attorney	to	oversee	your	visa	application.	In	that	case,	this	is	the	form	you	would	use.	What	Information	Will	I	Need	to	Provide	on	a	DS-261	Form?	
You	should	be	as	accurate	as	possible	in	the	information	you	provide	on	the	DS-261	form.	Make	sure	to	fill	out	all	the	information	that	applies	to	you.	Some	of	the	information	you	may	need	to	provide	includes:	Your	name	and	email	Your	beneficiary	ID	Next,	you	answer	the	two	following	questions	with	either	a	yes	or	no:	“Have	you	already	legally
immigrated	to	the	U.S.	and	no	longer	need	to	apply	for	an	immigrant	visa?”	“Do	you	wish	to	appoint	an	agent	or	attorney	to	receive	mail	about	your	visa	application?”	Upon	answering	yes	to	the	second	question,	you	can	input	the	information	of	the	attorney	or	agent	you	would	like	to	appoint.	For	example,	you	will	need	to	provide	your	designated
agent’s:	Name	Address	Phone	number	and	email	Providing	this	information	allows	for	increased	communication	and	helps	to	make	the	process	of	getting	your	immigrant	visa	go	more	smoothly.	Special	Considerations	of	a	Form	DS-261	To	fill	out	the	DS-261	form,	you	will	need	to	go	through	the	Consular	Electronic	Application	Center	(CEAC).	

It	is	part	of	the	paperwork	you	will	need	to	fill	out	to	apply	for	an	immigrant	visa.	However,	there	is	other	paperwork	you	will	need	as	well.		For	example,	you	will	also	need	to	complete	the	Form	DS-260	Application	for	Immigrant	Visa	and	Alien	Registration.	You	must	complete	this	form	in	English.		On	all	portions	of	your	visa	process,	be	as	thorough
and	honest	as	possible.	Falsifying	or	omitting	information	can	cause	the	U.S.	government	to	reject	your	application.	Benefits	of	Getting	Legal	Help	You	may	be	considering	handling	your	immigration	paperwork	on	your	own,	but	hiring	legal	help	can	reduce	the	risk	of	errors	and	subsequent	denial.	If	you	need	help	with	your	DS-261	paperwork,	our
immigration	attorneys	can	offer	our	guidance	and	support.	Our	legal	team	at	New	Frontier	Immigration	Law	is	familiar	with	this	type	of	paperwork	and	helps	with	this	and	similar	processes.		We	will	carefully	review	your	information	and	help	you	with	the	forms	so	you	don’t	leave	out	any	critical	details.	If	there	is	a	problem	with	your	paperwork,	we
can	go	over	the	different	legal	options	you	can	pursue.	We	can	also	help	you	with	the	appeals	process	if	the	U.S.	government	rejects	your	visa	application.	Our	attorneys	are	ready	to	help	you	with	your	Form	DS-261	Choice	of	Address	and	Agent.	This	form	is	critical,	particularly	to	provide	the	information	of	the	attorney	you	are	working	with,	such	as
one	of	our	lawyers	from	New	Frontier	Immigration	Law.	Reviews	From	Clients	We’ve	Served	We	pride	ourselves	on	fighting	for	clients	who	want	to	make	the	United	States	their	new	home.	After	working	with	us,	here	are	what	just	a	few	of	our	clients	have	had	to	say:	“I	recently	had	a	legal	issue	with	my	family	and	citizenship.	New	frontier	law	was
fast	to	respond.	Mrs	Walsh	was	so	easy	to	work	with	and	honestly	understood	and	gave	my	family	and	I	more	attention	than	I	expected.	If	you	ever	have	any	issues	with	immigration	or	need	assistance	with	becoming	a	citizen	then	this	is	the	place	you	need	to	go.”	—	Seamus	Oshaughnessy	“Our	first	time	using	their	team	for	our	case.	They	have	been
responsive	and	very	respectful.	We	look	forward	to	working	with	them	and	we	highly	recommend	them!”	—	Mariana	Altamirano	“New	Frontier	Immigration	Law	genuinely	cares	about	their	clients.	Their	knowledgeable	lawyers	and	staff	are	attentive	&	professional.	A	very	impressive	firm.”	—	Jenifer	Sullivan	“Very	helpful	and	went	into	detail	both	in
English	and	Spanish	for	both	of	us	to	understand,	we	had	a	previous	experience	with	another	firm	and	where	not	helpful	at	all	only	made	us	feel	helpless	.	
So	completely	recommend!”	—	Maritza	Barraza	Get	a	Strategic	Session	Today	With	New	Frontier	Immigration	Law	We	want	you	to	go	through	the	proper	legal	steps	to	follow	the	law,	but	we	understand	that	the	legal	process	gets	confusing.	New	Frontier	Immigration	Law	has	a	whole	legal	team	ready	to	help	you	with	your	case.		We	are	ready	to
answer	your	questions	and	work	with	you	in	your	case	every	step.	You	can	get	started	by	contacting	us	for	an	initial	strategic	session	today.	At	a	Glance:	The	DS-260	is	an	online	form	required	for	individuals	seeking	marriage-based	green	cards	while	outside	the	United	States.	
It	serves	as	the	immigrant	visa	application	and	is	processed	by	the	local	U.S.	Consulate	or	Embassy	and	the	National	Visa	Center	(NVC).	The	DS-261	establishes	communication	between	the	applicant	and	the	NVC.	The	forms	differ	in	terms	of	timeline	and	complexity,	with	DS-260	capturing	background	information	and	DS-261	focusing	on	current
contact	details.	The	NVC	is	responsible	for	processing	green	card	applications	for	individuals	living	outside	the	U.S.	Once	approved,	the	applicant	receives	permanent	residency	status	before	entering	the	U.S.	The	DS-260	requires	careful	completion	and	submission,	along	with	supporting	documents,	and	is	followed	by	an	interview	and	final	fee
payment.	If	you	are	a	person	that	is	hoping	to	enter	the	United	States	as	an	immigrant,	then	you	might	come	across	two	forms:	the	DS-260	and	the	DS-261.	

These	forms	are	entirely	filled	online,	making	them	a	more	convenient	choice	if	you	are	sending	your	documentation	from	a	distance	–	like	for	instance,	a	different	country.	With	so	many	forms	and	visas	for	different	types	of	immigrants,	it	can	be	quite	difficult	to	understand	which	one	should	be	filed	where	–	and	most	importantly	why.	While	directly
related,	DS-260	and	DS-261	are	quite	different.	
This	article	will	help	you	understand	where	they	meet	–	and	where	they	start	getting	different.	What	Is	the	DS-260?	
Any	person	who	is	opting	for	marriage-based	green	cards	while	outside	of	the	United	States	will	be	required	to	file	the	online	form,	DS-260.	This	form	will	be	handled	through	your	local	U.S.	Consulate	or	Embassy	and	the	NVC	(National	Visa	Center).	It’s	like	the	Form	I-864	–	only	this	one	is	filled	online.	Technically	speaking,	form	DS-260	is	referred
to	as	the	“immigrant	visa	application”	–	where	immigrant	refers	to	a	“permanent	resident.	Not	a	traveler	or	someone	who	is	going	there	for	business	on	a	temporary	basis	–	but	someone	who	has	every	intention	of	living	there	permanently.	

Therefore,	if	your	application	is	approved,	you’ll	be	given	your	permanent	residency	status	before	you	even	enter	the	U.S.	What	Is	the	DS-261?	The	DS-261	has	the	purpose	of	establishing	a	communication	line	between	the	applicant	and	the	NVC.	Simply	put,	this	simple	online	form	will	tell	the	state	department	exactly	how	to	communicate	with	you
during	the	application	process.	It	will	contain	your	contact	information,	as	well	as	other	kinds	of	information	that	may	make	contacting	you	an	easy	process.	This	is	a	crucial	aspect	for	both	parties,	considering	that	you	will	have	to	be	contacted	in	another	country.	Differences	between	DS-260	and	DS-261	Not	many	differences	can	be	seen	between	the
two	–	but	perhaps	the	main	difference	lies	in	their	timeline	and	complexity.	Form	DS-260	asks	questions	about	your	background	information,	as	well	as	other	information	they	deem	relevant.	It	will	ask	about	all	the	places	where	you	lived	in	ever	since	you	were	16	–	and	simply	put,	it	will	be	your	life	written	down	on	paper.	While	form	DS-260	will	have
your	past	information	and	background,	the	form	DS-261	will	only	have	the	current	information.	It	will	tell	them	precisely	how	they	will	be	able	to	contact	you	because	they	will	know	for	a	fact	that	it	is	your	exact	place	of	residence.	What	Is	the	National	Visa	Center?	The	NVC	(short	for	National	Visa	Center)	is	a	government	office	from	the	U.S.	–
namely,	Portsmouth,	New	Hampshire	–	which	processes	every	green	card	application	for	those	that	are	living	outside	the	borders	of	the	U.S.	and	are	applying	to	get	a	visa	through	their	local	consulate	or	embassy.	Once	USCIS	(the	United	States	Citizenship	and	Immigration	Services)	approves	Form	I-130	–	which	is	your	family	sponsorship	form	–	they
will	send	the	already-approved	paperwork	to	the	National	Visa	Center.	From	this	point	on,	your	marriage-based	visa	is	sent	from	the	U.S.	Department	of	Homeland	Security	to	the	U.S.	Department	of	States	–	meaning	that	it	goes	from	USCIS	to	the	NVC.	Getting	Started	The	first	thing	you	have	to	do	here	is	to	file	Form	I-130	–	the	family	sponsorship
form	–	with	USCIS	and	attach	any	other	supporting	documents	that	you	may	have.	Once	you	have	done	this,	the	sponsoring	person	(the	spouse)	will	receive	a	notice	from	USCIS	–	one	that	will	reach	their	mail	in	two	weeks	time.	
With	the	assumption	that	USCIS	has	everything	that	it	requires,	it	will	either	approve	or	deny	your	application	within	7	to	15	months.	This	will	all	depend	on	your	own	situation.	However,	once	approved,	USCIS	will	forward	your	documentation	towards	the	National	Visa	Center.	Form	I-130	and	the	National	Visa	Center	At	this	point,	you	may	say	that
the	National	Visa	Center	takes	the	case.	



Once	the	NVC	has	received	your	approved	paperwork,	a	notice	will	be	sent	to	your	spouse	in	the	mail	or	in	their	e-mail	–	depending	on	your	choice	in	notification	method.	This	notice	will	contain	a	case	number,	an	ID	number	of	the	beneficiary,	as	well	as	an	invoice	number.	In	regards	to	the	beneficiary	ID	number,	this	number	is	unique,	as	it	is
assigned	by	the	NVC	for	each	particular	beneficiary	(i.e.	the	beneficiary	that	is	looking	to	get	their	green	card).	This	number	is	required	so	that	they	may	submit	the	form	and	pay	the	fees	at	the	Consular	Electronic	Application	Center	of	the	NVC.	If	the	sponsoring	spouse	is	a	U.S.	citizen,	then	the	NVC	will	begin	to	process	your	application	immediately
after	it	was	received	from	the	United	States	Citizenship	and	Immigration	Service.	However,	if	the	sponsoring	spouse	is	a	green	card	holder,	then	the	case	will	be	held	by	the	NVC	until	the	case’s	“priority	date”	appears	in	the	visa	bulletin	of	the	State	Department.	Typically,	this	occurs	about	8	to	10	months	after	you	have	submitted	your	application.	In
this	case,	the	NVC	will	send	you	a	notice	(it	can	be	by	email	or	mail)	where	they	will	announce	you	that	“visas	aren’t	currently	available	for	your	requested	category	of	visa.”	Still,	there’s	no	need	to	panic,	as	all	that	you	will	need	to	do	is	monitor	the	progress	on	the	visa	bulletin.	Eventually,	your	name	will	pop	up.	DS-261	Fees	Once	you	are	clear	to	go
onto	the	next	step,	you	will	have	to	file	the	Form	DS-261	–	which	is	also	referred	to	as	the	Online	Choice	of	Address	and	Agent.	This	form,	in	particular,	is	very	simple,	and	it	will	tell	the	State	Department	exactly	how	they	are	supposed	to	communicate	with	you.	With	this	form,	you	will	not	have	to	pay	any	fees	to	file	it	–	but	it	can	still	take	up	to	3
weeks	until	the	NVC	processes	it.	However,	once	it	has	been	eventually	processed,	there	will	be	two	fees	that	you	will	have	to	pay	–	both	of	which	will	add	up	to	a	total	of	$445.	The	application	fee	for	the	State	Department	in	$325	–	but	aside	from	that,	you	will	also	have	to	pay	the	financial	support	form	fee.	
You	will	become	aware	of	the	fact	that	your	DS-261	has	been	processed	when	you	will	see	the	fee	invoices	at	the	Electronic	Application	Center	of	the	NVC.	It	can	take	as	much	as	a	week	until	your	payment	is	processed	by	the	NVC.	To	ensure	that	everything	is	processed	smoothly,	you	might	work	together	with	an	immigration	attorney	–	as	they	will
tell	you	precisely	what	you	should	and	what	you	should	not	do.	How	to	File	DS-260	Once	the	payment	has	been	processed,	you	may	go	online	and	file	the	Form	DS-260	–	your	immigrant	application	visa.	Here	are	the	main	steps	that	you	will	need	to	follow.	Access	the	Form	The	Form	DS-260	is	to	be	submitted	online	–	and	only	after	the	processing	fee
for	the	visa	has	been	paid.	Because	of	this,	there	may	be	a	couple	of	days	delay	between	when	you	pay	the	fee	and	when	you	will	be	given	access	to	the	form.	Still,	once	you	are	granted	that	access,	you	should	go	to	the	CEAC	page	and	log	in.	You	will	immediately	find	the	links	that	lead	you	to	the	Form	DS-260.	Provide	the	Necessary	Information	Form
DS-260	has	quite	a	few	pages	that	you	will	have	to	fill	in	–	and	you	will	be	asked	a	number	of	questions.	You	will	receive	questions	about	your	background,	what	names	you	had,	what	addresses	you	had	in	the	past,	your	educational	history,	as	well	as	information	regarding	your	family	members.	You	will	also	receive	questions	that	will	determine
whether	they	are	admissible	in	the	United	States	or	not.	If	you	have	committed	crimes,	are	a	security	risk,	or	are	likely	to	need	financial	assistance	from	the	government,	then	there	is	a	high	chance	that	you	will	not	be	admitted	into	the	U.S.				DS-260	Filing	Tips	Many	people	have	their	request	rejected	due	to	not	being	attentive	enough.	Here	are	some
filing	tips	for	the	DS-260	that	will	raise	your	chances	of	being	approved:	Do	not	leave	any	blanks	in	spaces	where	important	information	is	asked	for.	The	CEAC	system	won’t	let	you	move	forward	if	you	do	so.As	this	form	needs	to	be	completed	in	English	(with	English	characters),	you	might	want	to	plan	ahead	to	get	help	if	you	aren’t	really	confident
in	your	English.Save	your	work	as	often	as	you	can,	preferably	after	each	page.	If	you	idle	for	too	long	on	the	system,	it	will	automatically	time	out.Save	the	DS-260	and	come	back	later	if	you	can’t	finish	everything	in	one	sitting.It	may	take	months	until	you	receive	your	green	card,	so	make	sure	that	you	do	not	change	your	address	until	then.Always
proofread	before	submitting,	because	you	won’t	be	able	to	make	any	corrections	once	you	have	made	the	submission.Once	the	DS-260	has	been	submitted	online,	you	will	need	to	print	the	confirmation	page	so	that	you	can	take	it	with	you	to	your	interview	at	the	Consulate	of	the	United	States.	If	you	aren’t	completely	certain	how	to	handle	filing	the
form,	you	may	ask	for	advice	from	an	immigrant	attorney	–	as	they	are	very	likely	to	have	handled	these	forms	before.	DS-260	Supporting	Documents	When	opting	for	a	green	card	in	the	online	medium,	there	are	two	categories	of	documents	that	will	be	required:	from	the	beneficiary	and	from	the	spouse	that	is	sponsoring	the	beneficiary.	These	are
the	documents	that	are	needed	from	the	applicant	spouse:	Nationality	proof	(a	passport	photo	page	and	a	copy	of	the	birth	certificate).A	copy	of	the	marriage	certificate.In	the	event	of	any	prior	marriages,	a	copy	of	the	termination	documents	for	the	marriage	(i.e.	death	or	divorce	certificates)If	you	served,	a	copy	of	your	military	record	is	requested.A
copy	of	your	police	certificate	that	will	show	any	infractions	from	your	past	–	or	even	the	lack	thereof.	Aside	from	the	documents	for	the	applicant	spouse,	the	sponsor	will	also	have	to	provide	a	few	documents:	Proof	that	they	have	the	ability	to	support	their	spouse	in	the	United	States.Copies	of	marriage	termination	documents	(i.e.	death	certificate
or	divorce	papers)	in	the	event	that	they	have	had	any	previous	marriages.	
Once	these	documents	have	been	brought	to	the	table,	the	process	should	go	smoothly.	DS-260	Interview	and	Final	Fee	Once	the	supporting	documents	have	been	sent,	all	that	is	left	for	you	to	do	is	to	attend	the	interview.	You	will	receive	notice	about	the	time	and	date	–	but	generally,	it	will	take	1-2	months	after	the	document	submission	until	you
are	scheduled.	If	and	when	your	visa	is	approved,	you	will	be	given	an	immigrant	visa	stamp	on	your	passport.	
At	this	stage,	you	will	be	required	to	pay	the	USCIS	Immigrant	Fee,	which	is	$220	and	can	be	paid	online.	This	fee	is	needed	so	that	they	may	send	the	physical	green	card	at	your	U.S.	address	in	3-4	weeks	time.	The	process	should	be	simple,	provided	you	follow	the	steps	correctly.	The	DS-260	and	the	DS-261	are	mandatory	if	you	wish	to	obtain	a
marriage-based	green	card	from	outside	the	borders	of	the	U.S.	However,	if	you	read	the	instructions	carefully	and	follow	the	directions	provided	by	USCIS	and	the	NVC,	you	should	be	able	to	increase	your	chances	of	receiving	a	green	card.	Read	More	Final	Thoughts	If	you	want	to	gain	your	citizenship	through	marriage,	then	the	Form	DS-260	and
Form	DS-261	are	certainly	some	documents	you	might	want	to	familiarize	yourself	with.	In	the	event	that	you	are	not	entirely	certain	how	to	fill	in	the	documents,	you	might	want	to	work	with	an	immigration	lawyer	or	someone	that	has	the	necessary	expertise.


