
HOLD ON FOR DEAR LIFE 

by Annelise Osborne 

STORY SUMMARY  ·  MEDIA KIT 

 

Three founders. Thirty million dollars raised overnight. A technology that promised to change how money moves. 
And the question none of them thought to ask until it was almost too late: what were they actually building — and 
what were they willing to lose to finish it? 

THE STORY 

 

New York City, 2017. CHARLIE MERCER, JACK WINDSOR, and NIK VOLKOV — three MIT graduates — move 
to a Williamsburg apartment with a whitepaper, a shared conviction, and a radical idea: that financial systems should 
serve people, not the other way around. They build Advantage, a peer-to-peer cryptocurrency trading platform, and 
on a single night in autumn they raise thirty million dollars from strangers around the world who read what they 
wrote and decided to believe. 

What follows is the story of what belief costs. 

As the 2017 crypto bull run lifts everything — including people who shouldn’t be lifted — the three friends begin to 
drift from the versions of themselves that started this. Charlie trades discipline for visibility. Nik places a secret 
options trade at 3AM that will cost the company four million dollars. And Jack, the settlement layer holding everything 
together, watches it happen while quietly carrying something she has filed under not actionable. Her feelings for 
Charlie. Since junior year. 

Into this world arrives MAYA REYES — sharp, perceptive, and the first person to see the truth of every dynamic in 
the room. She names what she wanted, says the true things, and walks home understanding what she actually 
wants: her name on something. Not beside someone else’s. 

When crypto winter hits — the market crash, the hack, the treasury meeting, the Wednesday layoffs — everything 
the company was gets tested. And then one ordinary morning, Charlie is taken off a Brooklyn street. A van. Sixteen 
hours in the dark. Jack runs the response with absolute precision, allows herself thirty seconds in a bathroom to 
understand what she is actually afraid of, and goes back out. Her voice does not waver. 

 

THREE-ACT STRUCTURE 

 

I    Idealism · 2017 

MIT, the idea, Brooklyn, the ICO. Three people who believe they are changing something fundamental. They are 
right about the technology. They are not yet right about themselves. 

II    Hubris & Reckoning · 2018 

The bull run, the crash, the secret trade, the hack, the layoffs, the kidnapping. Everything the company is gets 
tested. They scatter — Nik to Los Angeles to find himself, Charlie and Jack to Singapore for a fresh start — and 
return changed. 

III    Rebuilding · 2019 

Smaller, quieter, more honest. USDA — a cross-border payments tool — is born at a Singapore hotel table where 
Charlie and Jack finally say the thing. The answer to everything arrives in a four-minute phone call from Manila. 

 

 

 

 



THE FOUR CHARACTERS 

 

Charlie Mercer 

The architect of the mission 

Brilliant and idealistic, becoming someone he didn’t plan on being. His arc runs from a dorm room staring at a chart 
to a hospital bed counting to thirty-seven to a Tuesday morning when Rosa’s call makes the whole thing make 
sense. 

Jack Windsor 

The settlement layer 

The most gifted person in any room, the one who holds everything together, and the one who has been carrying 
her feelings for Charlie for three years — filed under not actionable. Her arc is the emotional spine of the novel. 

Nik Volkov 

The performer 

Magnetic, performing certainty he doesn’t always feel. The 3AM trade costs the company four million dollars. His 
arc — from the mask to the man — is the novel’s moral education. 

Maya Reyes 

The mirror 

Arrives and makes everything visible. She sees Charlie and Jack before they see themselves. Her exit conversation 
is the most honest scene in the novel. She ends the story on her own terms. 

 

KEY THEMES 

 

▸ The Cost of Idealism — What happens to people who believe in something genuinely important when the 
world stops agreeing with them. 

▸ Visibility and Its Dangers — The specific erosion of building a public life — and what it costs, first quietly, 
then all at once. 

▸ The Unspoken — What the discipline of not-saying costs the people who practise it, and what changes 
when they finally stop. 

▸ Resilience — Not strength in a tidy inspirational sense — but the quiet persistence of people who keep 
building because the work still matters. 

▸ Financial Inclusion — The mission behind the story: that financial systems should serve people. Rosa’s 
phone call is the answer. 
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