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The Medal of Honor is the United States military’s highest award for valor in action against an enemy.  The Medal of Honor was first 
awarded during the American Civil War.  To date 3,526 Medals of Honor have been awarded.  1,523 of those were awarded for actions 
during the Civil War.  At that time, it was the only military award available and the criteria has evolved to the stricter modern crite-
ria befitting of the nation’s highest award.  

The National Museum of American Jewish Military History (NMAJMH) recognizes seventeen JEWISH Medal of Honor recipients.  Their sto-
ries are told in the Jewish American Military Historical Societies’ Jewish American Medal of Honor Recipient Exhibit.  This is the story of 
one of those Medal of Honor recipients of the Jewish faith…….

Story adapted from THE BOOK Single-Handed by Daniel 
M. Cohen and from information learned from OUR years 
of friendship with Tibor Rubin and the Rubin family. 

Dedicated to all the jEWISH-AMERICAN Servicemembers 
from the founding of our great nation, through every 
conflicT, PAST, presenT, and future.  

THE MEDAL OF HONOR

TIBOR RUBIN

“I wasn’t born here, I wasn’t a citizen.  I 

just was a little Jew coming back from 

the most terrible place and to get the 

Medal of Honor… that’s a big deal”

“I have a debt to pay.  So, I made a promise if l-rd help me 

I ever go to America I gonna become a G.I. Joe.”

“I have a mom who was very religious, and she 
always teach us: ‘There is one G-d, and we are all 
brothers and sisters.  You have to take care of 

your brothers, and save them.’  To her, to 
save somebody’s life is the greatest honor. 

And I did that.” 



By the winter of 1943 the situation was more dangerous for Jews in Hungary.  Ferenc and Rosa sent EmEry to Czechoslovakia to hide on a farm.  Tibor was crushed that he was separated from his older brother.  

A few months later in March 1944, some Polish refugees showed up at the Rubin house.  The Germans had just occupied Budapest and it was clear that things in Hungary would become more difficult.  

The decision was made that Tibor would leave with the men to Switzerland the following evening.  Within a few weeks Hungarian Jews were being rounded up by the Germans.  

Tibor was not able to speak much with his companions due to the language barrier on their trek through backcountry roads and forests.  They would travel at night and rest during the day to avoid scrutiny.  Tibor would sneak off and forage for food, often returning with enough for both himself and his companions.

Tibor Rubin was born on June 
18, 1929 and grew up in Pásztó,  
Hungary with his father Ferenc, 
Mother Rosa, older sisters 
Irene and Edith, older brother 
EmEry, and younger sister  Ilan-
ka.  Ferenc was stringent with 
Tibor’s Hebrew and Torah study.

In June 1943 Tibor had his Bar 
Mitzvah, accepting the personal 
responsibilitIES of adulthood in 
the Jewish faith.

On The Way To Switzerland

Escape Plan

Bar Mitzvah 



Tibor and his Polish companions were 

taken away in a truck to Mauthausen 

Concentration Camp. 

Shortly after arriving at Mauthausen, 
for five months over the summer and into 
Fall, Tibor was selected for a work detail 
outside the camp in the woods.  While on 
the work detail, Tibor honed his FORAGING 
skills, STEALTHILY EVADING THE CAMP 
GUARDS AND FINDING food, usually behind 
the German officers’ MESS HALL.  He was 
proud of his ability to sneak around to 
find food and his fellow prisoners were 
thankful for what he brought back.

One winter morning at roll call, Tibor saw a familiar yet changed face across the rows of prisoners.  It was his brother EmEry!  
Tibor was overjoyed to be reunited with his older brother.  He was devastated when EmEry had left home and HAD yearned to see him again.

Familiar Face

After several weeks walking through the countryside at night the 

group made it to the Swiss border in Italy.  They approached the 

border at night and tried to pass.  The guards suspected that they 

were Jews and arrested them.   

Border Arrest

Prisoner Transport

Life at Mauthausen



On May 5, 1945, the United States Army’s 11th Armored Division 

liberated Mauthausen Concentration Camp.  Tibor vowed if 

he ever made it to America, he would become an American 

soldier to show his gratitude to the United States for 

liberating him.

Most Jews would remain in European displaced persons camps 

until they could find a sponsor in the United States rather 

than going home.  Tibor and EmEry were able to stay together 

in those camps.

Mauthausen Liberation



By Fall 1949 Tibor had moved to Oakland, 

California to work at a business his 

friend’s family owned.  But by Spring 1950 

he decided to make good on his 
promise to be a G.I. Joe.  

Tibor went to the Army recruiting of-

fice but repeatedly failed the required 

English test.  Some of the recruiters, 

admiring his determination to become 

a soldier, ensured he passed the 

next time.  

In 1948, after three years in 
displaced persons camps, Tibor 
crossed the Atlantic on the SS 
Marine Flasher.  He would look 
up friends of his brother in New 
York and find odd jobs until 
EmEry joined him later. 

Army Training

Recruiting Office

Arriving to America

Tibor Rubin’s promise to become 
a soldier was fulfilled when 
he attended Basic Training at 
Fort Ord, California.  Shortly 
thereafter he was shipped from 
Camp Stoneman in Pittsburg, 
California on the USS General 
Nelson M. Walker to Okinawa 
for advanced infantry training.  
While in Okinawa, the Korean 
War started and his unit land-
ed at Pohang-dong on July 18, 
1950 to support the establish-
ment of the Pusan Perimeter.



Tibor’s anti-Semitic First Sergeant always made sure Tibor was assigned the dirtiestand most danger-ous details and assignments such as perimeter checks, scouting the enemy, patrolling forward lines, and standing guard alone.  Tibor did not want to be a hero but his First Sergeant made a hero out of him. 

Dangerous Details

In a retreat from the area near Dague, Tibor’s First Sergeant 
made sure he was left alone to single-handedly secure 
a route defending a ridge.  Overnight, Tibor prepared for the 
defense of the ridge by placing grenades in several foxholes.  
When the North Koreans attacked, he ran between foxholes to 
throw grenades and fire machine guns from each.  

When Tibor walked back from the hill the next day alive, no 
one could believe it.  The commander, after surveying the 
aftermath, ordered the First Sergeant to submit Tibor for the 
Medal of Honor.  The commander offered Tibor reassignment to 
the relative safety of the rear, but he refused, preferring 
to stay with his fellow soldiers.  Later in the war, Tibor 
was wounded in the leg by an artillery shell.  He was allowed 
to return to the rear for his recovery, but again refused.

Dague Hill Machine Gun Position



On October 30, 1950 at the 

Battle of Unsan,  Chinese troops 

conducted a massive nighttime 

assault against the Americans 

now far inside North Korea. 

During the assault, after 

three previous gunners were 

wounded,  Rubin manned a .30 

caliber machine gun slowing 

the enemy troops’ advance 

and protecting his unit’s 

retreat until he ran out of 

ammunition.  In the ensuing 

battle, Rubin was severely 

wounded and captured. 

Camp 5

Battle of Unsan

Rubin spent the next 30 months as a prisoner 
in Camp 5, a Chinese POW camp near Pyoktong, 

along the Yalu River.  He rejected offers to be 
returned to Hungary and choose to stay with 

the men with whom he served.  Almost every 
evening he would risk his life for others by 

sneaking out of the camp to retrieve food and 
medical supplies needed to encourage and nurse 
fellow prisoners back to health.  He is credited 

with saving over 40 people’s lives at Camp 5.

Saving Fellow Soldier  

Tibor was ordered to scout a village 
alone.  He reported that he did not see 
the enemy but suspected they were 
there.  The First Sergeant directed 
Tibor’s platoon to go back to the 
village.  The platoon was attacked and 
there were many casualties.  Tibor 
asked if he could go back to look for 
survivors but the First Sergeant said 
they were all dead.  Tibor went back 
anyway and found a friend alive face 
down in a ditch.  Tibor rescued his 
friend and brought him back for medi-
cal treatment.



On April 22, 1953 Tibor Rubin was repatriated at 
Freedom Village on the demilitarized zone be-
tween  North and South Korea. 

Repatriation

Medal of Honor

Congress passed the 

Leonard Kravitz Jewish 

War Veterans Act in 

2002 which directed 

the United States Army 

to investigate racial 

discrimination in the 

awarding of medals.  It 

was determined that 

Tibor Rubin had been the 

subject of discrimination 

and should have received 

the Medal of Honor.  On 

September 23, 2005, 55 

years after the Korean 

War, Corporal Tibor 

Rubin received the Medal 

of Honor from President 

George W. Bush.

For several decades Tibor Rubin 
volunteered at the VA Medical 
Center in Long Beach, California, 
where he would later receive 
care and which would even-
tually be named after him.  In 
November, 2016, President Obama 
signed legislation renaming the 
Long Beach California VA Medical 
Center after Rubin.  On May 10, 
2017, the Medical Center was 
renamed in his honor as the 
“Tibor Rubin VA Medical Center” in 
a widely attended ceremony.

On December 5, 2015, our friend and 
hero Tibor Rubin passed away.  Tibor 
Rubin is remembered for his positive 

disposition, gratitude to the 
United States, loyalty to his fel-
low man, personal courage 

in risking his own life to care for his 
comrades, great personality, and 

incredible sense of humor.

“In a place where there are no men, 
strive to be a man.” 

- Ethics of the Fathers (2:5)

Volunteering at VA
zikhrono livrakha



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 

risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 
Corporal Rubin distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism 

during the period from July 23, 1950 to April 20, 1953 while 

serving as a rifleman with Company I, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st 

Cavalry Division in the Republic of Korea. 

Choosing to remain in 

the prison camp despite offers from the Chinese to return him 

to his native Hungary, Corporal Rubin disregarded his 
own personal safety and immediately began sneaking 

out of the camp at night in search of food for his comrades. 

Breaking into enemy food storehouses and gardens, he risked 

certain torture or death if caught.  Corporal Rubin provided 

not only food to the starving soldiers, but also desperately 

needed medical care and moral support for the sick and wound-

ed of the POW camp.   His brave, selfless efforts 
were directly attributed to saving the lives of as many 

as 40 of his fellow prisoners. 

CORPORAL TIBOR RUBIN’S

MEDAL OF HONOR CITATION

While his unit was retreating to the Pusan Perimeter, 

Corporal Rubin was assigned to stay behind to keep open 

the vital Taegu-Pusan road link used by his withdrawing 

unit.  During the ensuing battle, overwhelming numbers 

of North Korean troops assaulted a hill defended solely 

by Corporal Rubin.  He inflicted a staggering number of 

casualties on the attacking force during his personal 24-

hour battle, single-handedly slowing the enemy advance 

and allowing the 8th Cavalry Regiment to success-
fully complete its withdrawal.

Corporal Rubin’s gallant actions in close contact with the enemy and unyielding 

courage and bravery while a prison of war are in the highest traditions of 

military service and reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Army.

Following the breakout from the Pusan Perime-

ter, the 8th Cavalry Regiment proceeded northward 

and advanced into North Korea.  During the advance, he 

helped capture several hundred North Korean sol-

diers.  On October 30, 1950, Chinese forces attacked 

his unit at Unsan, North Korea, during a massive night-

time assault.  That night and throughout the next 

day, he manned a .30 caliber machine gun at the south 

end of the unit’s line after three previous gunners be-

came casualties.  He continued to man his machine gun 

until his ammunition was exhausted.  His determined 

stand slowed the pace of the enemy advance in his 

sector permitting the remnants of his unit to retreat 

southward.  As the battle raged, Corporal Rubin was 

severely wounded and captured by 

the Chinese. 
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CORPORAL TIBOR RUBIN’S

AWARDS

1. Combat Infantryman Badge 

2. Medal of Honor

3. Purple Heart with 1 bronze
 oak leaf cluster

4. Prisoner of War Medal

5. Army of Occupation Medal with 
 ‘Japan’ clasp

6. National Defense Service Medal

7. Korean Service Medal with 
 4 bronze campaign stars

8. United Nations Korea Medal

9. Korean War Service Medal

10. Republic of Korea Presidential 
 Unit Citation
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