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Issur of Shaatnez

Severity

1. The Torah prohibits putting on a garment with a mixture of sheep
wool from a ram or ewe and linen. This is derived from the
pesukim, “P5Y NS &Y 1300 DR a1 (0 o™ ’pm) and “eabn kb

- T PIWD Y TIPY” (KM 1 oaT).

3 f«g 2. Transgresses every moment. One who is wearing shaathez

' violates a lo saaseh every moment he is able to take it off but

[ does not do so (»"no*>> " o'am).

3. Chok. Although the issur of shaatnez is a chok, as indicated in the
posuk, “PYr Ay XY 1oYW PRSI 1A 12 e onpn nrY (o g,
some reasons have been given. One of these reasons is that the
avodoh zoroh priests in Mitzrayim would wear garments made of
wool and linen. Hashem prohibited us from wearing these
garments to distance us from avodoh zoroh (2'n oo mn oPamn
R7PT Y TIPR,DPWTR B 1T 1Mam 179).

4. There is a Midrash which says that it was “difficuit” {kaveyocholl for
Hashem to redeem Klal Yisroel from Mitzrayim since they were
uncircumcised, had certain hairstyles, and wore shaatnez just like
the Mitzrim {a 2an el We must strengthen and learn ahout the
issur of shaatnez and become more aware of its severity. Doing so
will naturally help us aveid this issur and speed the geutah.

5. Holds back tefillos. Besides for violating an issur, one who wears
shaatnez prevents his tefillos from being accepted. This is
because he looks like an avodeh zoroh priest to the malach who
takes Klal Yisroel's tefillos (oe17p 2 varpn). This applies even to
one who wears shaatnez unintentionally {v™ b n22 *n>w 100
WY ATIART WY TI00 0D T a3 B0 STbn MDnR T TRIBN
™ YH1on).

Types of Fabric Included in the Issur

6. Types of wool. The only wool that makes a shaatnez mixture is
wool from male or female sheep. Camel wool, angora rabbit wool
etc, are not included in the issur of shaatnez.

7. Linen. Only linen is part of the issur. Other similar fabrics, e.g.,

hemp, cotton, etc. are not liner and may be combined with wool.

Not Wearing Any Wool Clothes
:8. Due to the severity of the issur of shaatnez, some people are
. machmir and do not wear any wool clothes. Several Acharonim
write that a G-d-fearing person should not wear wool clothes since
it is common to find linen threads in them (n"s mr ¥p Yoo xmon).
One who is machmir on himself not to wear wool out of fear of
. violating the issur of shaatnez is called “holy” (1o o "R v "W).
219. Bekeshe. Thousands upon thousands of Chassidim today wear a
- bekeshe on Shabbos; many do not know why. The minhag stems
from a concern of violating shaatnez with wool clothes. During the
week, people did not wear wool, so Chassidim did not feel the
need to only wear silk. On Shabbos, however, when people wore
elegant clothes, many of which were wool, Chassidim specifically
wore silk clothes to preclude any fear of shaatnez. They also wore
sifk or fur coats. Some wore silk or materials other than wool even
during the week for the sarme reason.
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Dressing a Child in Shaatnez :
10. One may not dress a child in shaatnez, even if he is very young and |
does not have daas, based on the issur of “feeding by hand”
{“sofinon beyodayim”] (¥ »0 V™ 2P KMV PO KPR M nem). Thus, ©
children’s — and even infants’ — garments must alsc be checked for : © =
shaatnez. If the child dresses himself, there is no issur of “feeding | | -

by hand,” but shaatnez is still ossur due to chinuch.
Some Principles of the Issur of Shaatnez

11. Most of the detailed halochos of shaatnez are only relevant to - |
shaatnez checkers and poskim who specialize in shaatnez. Here, we |
will focus mainly on halochaos relevant to the general public. ;

Forms of Shaatnez

12. A garment {“beged”] is a cloth woven from threads. A threa
[“chut”] is a group of fibers spun together into a strand. Fiber
[“sibim”] are thin filaments which come frem animals, plants, o
synthetic materials.

13. Combination of fibers in a thread. The issur of shaatnez has severai |
forms. If a thread is spun from both wool and linen fibers, we do not |

apply the rule of bitul berov since the combination itself is the issurf{ &

(®"po v"¥Y "o U, Taa AT K" AT 'on). Thus, even if the thread isi |
mostly made up of wool and partially of linen, the entire thread is | | |
ossur. One may not make a garment from it or use it to sew a garment. { £
14. Combination of threads in a garment. if a garment contains:
several whole wool threads, one may not sew it with linen threads, :
even if it is made mostly of a different material {x"o ®*31°0 "W).

We do not say the wool threads are botul in the other materia, as ; .

we will below (19) since whole threads are significant and are not | ¢
botui. Similarly, if a garment is woven with silk threads lengthwise :
and linen threads widthwise, even if the majority is sitk, it may not

be sewn with wool since the linen threads are not botul (n">¥no i | |

T'OP Y0 NIRRT MY ). ;

15, Combination of fabrics in a garment. If a piece of wool fabric was | | |
sewn to a piece of linen fabric using a thread of a different material, | |
everyone agrees the garment is ossur since the wool and linen are £}
connected by the stitching (2"po v "0 7).

16. i there is a piece of fabric of a different material separating the { |
wool and linen and the stitching goes through all three pieces, |
some say that all poskim would agree it is ossur {mi¥nn o YoIx qOY
K" P 37D W "oiabn TIDDa Y, 342 1Y),

Garment with Wool and Linen Stitching

17. Wool and linen in a thread. A garment made of sitk or cotton, for
example, sewn with a shaatnez thread, i.e., a thread that has wool
and linen interwoven or spun together, is shaatnez and ossur {y™w
o R0 1"P) mideoraiso (¥ 'wh 3D pwr wnnbn X110 Nl

18. Wool thread and linen thread. If a cotton garment has some wool
stitching and some linen stitching but the wool threads and linen
threads do not touch, some say it is shaatnez and ossur {*"zp"am
27D 7Y Y0 PUn YN, 07N DvrYa), others say it is muttar (oo et
®'mh,wn o). The minhag is to be meikel (W "o w" iy 0" "0 Mo
v YR Y93 ’MoM 7 M) but a G-d-fearing person will make sure his
clothes are muttar accordmg to alt posklm {xon),
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: T'Garment Made from Wool and Another Matenai
1119,
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22.

23.

24,

25,

- Bitul
70% polyester, 30% wool. If a piece of fabric is made of threads
which are in turn made mostly of one type of fiber and partially of
another type, e.g., 70% camel wool [whose name is similar to
sheep wool (xR v v™n)] or polyester or the like [even if its
name is not similar to sheep wool {»o v ¥'¥1 1 /770 3" Y2wn
v} and 30% sheep wool, the fabric is not considered 1o be made
from sheep wool since the sheep wouol is botul berov and one may
sew the fabric with linen (v'o v o y" ).

Wool is distinguishable. Some say this is only true if the wool fibers
are not distinguishable in the fabric, but if they are distinguishable
feven only to an expert, but as they are, without unraveling or
singeing the thread {x*2 v 3"0 po7 wiavn vm)l, they are not botul
berov, even though they are the minority (nw 7 *0 2"n y"awn e
Fyp "o v 170 vaw). Fhis is because in any mixture of issur and
heter, if the issur is distinguishable, it is not botul even if it is the
minority (1o N3 "0 7" K12 WI2NW 138 Pr).

Others say even if the sheep wool is distinguishable it is botul. They
hold this is not the normal application of bitul berov found
throughout halochoh since wool and Hnen alone are each muttar.
Rather, the reason for this heter is that the issur of shaatnez only
starts after the threads are spun. i there are different types of
fibers in a thread, the thread is viewed as if it was spun from the
majority material, not the minority. Hence, even if the minority of
wool fibers are distinguishable, one may sew those threads with
linen thread {77v R"ymn ,7"0 v7Y o TP Y'ANY 'SP P NOYIN AT AN
TOP "0 T Y RIN AMY 0P KD PD).

60% polyester, 30% wool, 10% linen. i a thread is mostly made up of a
different material and partially made up of even wool and finen, we
follow the majority and the entire thread is considered to be made
from the other material and is not shaatnez. Even if the other material
only nullifies either the wool or linen, but not the two together, e.g,
45% polyester, 25% wool, and 30% linen, the entire thread is
considered to be made from the other material; it is not shaatnez { 1w
®"0 0”31 7o) and may be sewn with either wool or linen,

It should be pointed out that these halochos are just some general
rules about threads or fabrics composed of different materials. One
should not derive from here that any garment that has a minerity
of wool or linen does not need to be checked, Even if the fabric
itself is not shaatnez, several garments have additional threads,
fabrics, lining, or pieces of cloth which are shaatnez. Besiyato
dishmayo, in the next issue we will glve several examples,

Obligation to Check Clothes

Some types of clothes bought from non-lews, or bought from
Jews but made in a non-lewish factory, commonly contain
shaatnez and may not be worn untit they are checked by an
expert. Some types do not commonly have shaatnez but do have
a rate of occurrence significant enough to obligate them to be
checked. Some types only have shaatnez very rarely and do not
need to be checked, as will be explained.

tack of information, The general public does not have updated
information about the rate of occurrence of shaatnez in various
types of garments. Also, the reality constantly changes due to new
technigues in the manufacture of clothes and depending on the
price of wool and linen. Thus, one must always consuit with a
shaatnez lab or shaatnez expert. otherwise, he may easily
transgress this grave issur without even knowing it, chas veshofom.

Frequency of Shaatnez in Garments

26,

27,

Clothes that, for the most part, contain shaatnez. Clothes that
contain shaatnez most of the time may not be worn before they

29,

30.

31.

32,

. What is considered a significant minority? Some s

n marny
of halochoh, 10% is a significant minority (a1 ™ »0 7" apY mawn
»po v’ 7o nanTa). Others say it does not depend on percentages;
rather, a type of garment that shaatnez will inevitably be found
after checking a significant number of garments is considered to
have shaatnez in a significant minority, even if it is Jess than 10%
{1"PD N"0 »D T MR RED YO T AW ).

Changing circumstances.
constantly change, there is always an obligation to check and one
may not rely on the accepted rate of 10% since at one point in time
it may be less and at another, it may be more. In such a case,

clothes need to be checked simply to determine the rate of | | :

occurrence of shaatnez (%P3 Y21 WOIRTLNIRTA N™E7 7100 NPPY ]2

M MDY PayY Tenn v e bwa 1ip). Thus, one should always @ @ ¢

check clothes of a type that the circumstances always change, even
if at that specific time, the rate of occurrence is less than 10%.

Rare. Types of clothes that only rarely contain shaatnez are not & :

technically obligated to be checked. Still, it is proper for a G-d-
fearing person 1o check them; doing so is not a waste of time and
money (®"wan). If one wore this type of garment and shaatnez
was only found later, he is an oneis and an oneis does not need a
kaporoh (7o s'pp "o T R,

One shouid not send a garment of the type in which shaatnez is

Some say whenever circumstances !t

almost never found to be checked. Doing so inundates shaatnez |

checkers with work at the expense of other people. This may%

prevent people from checking garments that need to be checked.

One-time check. An important point: although in other areas of i £ .'
halochoh, e.g., checking food for bugs, checking for treifos, etc., :

i

there are rules about rate of occurrence which impact the

obligation to check, it could be that checking for shaatnez is || @
different. When it comes to food, each time a person eats, he must | | &
determine if he must check the food, which could potentially be j§ -

very burdensome. For clothes, on the other hand, a garment is

checked once and determined to be kosher forever. This may be a |
reason to be machmir on shaatnez checking {moym5 novn® noywn).

Shaatnez Labs

33.

34,

Accommodating people. It is important for shaatnez checkers to
make it as convenient as possible for people to get their clothes
checked. One of the reasons people are lax about checking their
clothes is that it is sometimes inconvenient, whether it be because
it takes & long time to get clothes back or due to limited drop-off
and pickup times or locations.

Accommodating checkers. Conversely, people should also realize
that there are very few expert shaatnez checkers relative to the
population at large. This means they have a considerable workload,
especially on Erev Yom Tov and at popular times for weddings.
Since checking for shaatnez requires patience, focus, and great
precision, people should make sure to give in their clothes as early
as possible and not procrastinate until the last minute. This will
avoid any compromise in the quality of the checking.

Common and Uncommon Shaatnez Spots on One Garment

35.

36,

Sometimes, within one garment there are sections that commonly i ¢

have shaathez and sections that have a rate of occurrence of

shaatnez iow enough to not require checking, Many shaatnez labs, ; '
especially in Chutz Lo’oretz, only check the sections that have arate £ ;

that obligates checking and do not check the other sections.

However, some hoid once a checker receives a garment to check !

the parts that commonly have shaatnez, he must also check the

parts that do not. This is because we do not rely on majority |
when the reality can be determined, unless doing so would be

very burdensome. Sections of the garment that almost never
have shaatnez do not need to be checked {»p »n 7%n vaw n"w
NP3 1D AYNY TI0YWR 9D KMV D).

are checked {3"o R"w »o 7% p"w). They are muktzeh on Shabbos
and may not even he moved letzorech gufom umekomom { o
T'ppo 'm T e 7o nr). If one wore such a garment without
checking it and shaatnez deoraisc was ultimately found in it, he
needs a kaporoh even if he sinned inadvertently, not knowing it
needed to be checked {v"po V"2 "o TV "0}

Significant minority. A garment of the type in which shaatnez is
found in a significant minority must be checked lechatchiloh
before use. If one wore it without checking it and shaatnez
deoraiso was ultimately found, he needs a kaporoh {»o v ¥mp
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: Garment Scraps
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General Rules About Shaatnez

Big textile factories today often put ali of their leftover cloth into a
speaaI shredding container which produces a granulated, almost
fiour-like material. This is recombined and used in things like
shoulder pads for coats/suit jackets or cushion stuffing. Sometimes
the shredded fabric contains many original, whole threads and is
respun into recycled or mixed fibers which are then used in things
like shoulder pads, winter coat linings, or piping. The poskim
discuss the shaatnez status of these products, as will be explained.
Flour-like shreds. Some poskim hold when the scraps are made
inte a flour-like material and then recombined, the new material
has the status of "other materials” [i.e., neither wool nor linen],
even if it contains wool and linen. This is because it is something
new that did not exist before ["ponim chadoshos™] (*v " mnw ™o
27D DNGD IR TIT SRORTP R L NUD S0 TN DN N 0TR0 1D
07737 A3 233}, among other reascons {3% "o pwy W nhw); others
dispute this application of "ponim chadoshos” {,7"p "o "R "2
RN o2 DI Ten TP P0 2N mavp mobn nmw). Even according to
the latter opinion, when wool and linen constitute the minority of
the mixture, as is usually the case, one may be meike! due to the
rule of bittul berov (see Issue 115, Paragraph 19 and on). )
Shredded into fibers. If the fabric scraps were shredded ini - fibers
and no threads remained, since wool and linen usualiy do not
constitute the majority, they are botui berov (as explained in Issue
115, ihid.). Even if some distinguishable wool or linen fibers stayed
intact, in this case one may certainly be meikel and foliow the
poskim who hold they are botul {ibid., 21}, especially since it is very
uniikely that a linen fiber ended up as part of a thread in a wool
garment or vice versa (I"n 'wi 27D n2nY BuYeR, IR v}
Threads mixed in. If many threads are in the blend of shredded
scraps and some of them are identifiably wool, the blend may not
be used in a linen garment, and vice versa, since full threads are not
botud {issue 115, Paragraph 14).

if the blend has full threads but one cannot tell that they are wool
or finen, strictly speaking one may use it in a wool or linen garment
since it is a double sofeik: maybe there are no wool or linen
threads, and even if there are, perhaps the stitching in the garment
does not connect the wool and linen, in which case there is no issur
according to most poskim {717 7o P Ry oYe 5w M),

3 Linings and Shoulder Pads

6.

. Opening times: Sun. -

Sometimes this type of recycled fabric is stuffed between two
pieces of fabric sewn together to be used as a shoulder pad for a
jacket or coat. If, for the most part, the stuffing is made up of just
fibers, many poskim permit its use based on the above {3). Also, the
stitching connecting the two pieces of fabric is not considered to be
attached to the stuffing, and we are not afraid that wool and linen
fibers got sewn together between the stitching (®n mox xon nw
T D YT TN TMY PRI M0 TPNDUT) TR DY T°0 "D).

Practically, it depends on the shaatnez lab — some are machmir;
some are meikel; some explain the different opinions to the client
and aflow him to decide; and some tell the client that it is kosher

but do not affxx a tag wuth the Eab’s hechsher to the garment

Relymg on Labels

10.

1%

12.

Accuracy of labels. Throughout most of the world, manufacturers | | =

are legally required to list the materials In thefr garments. Some |

therefore claim that one may rely on a label for hilchos shaatnez. i |
Practically, the information on the label is unreliable in many i
places, especially Eretz Yisroel. This is because a lot of clothes are 1 | |

imported from around the world with labels in foreign languages. |
Afthough the law requires importers to affix new labels printed in

the local language, the authorities do not enforce it well. The labels ¢ 3 '1
are often misleading as importers want to avoid the costs involved | | -

in printing a different label for each brand and type of garment, |
especiaily for women's clothes. Instead, they print a few labels and ; |
attach whatever they have at hand to the garments. Labeling laws [ |
are not well-enforced in America either {(1in oy wopwn nmn). ;

One must certainly read labels to ensure there is no obvious and clear | 2
shaatnez. Still, when it comes to garments that frequently contain | &

shaatnez, even if the label indicates there is no shaatnez, they must be |
checked to make certain they are, in fact, shaatnez free.

Labels do not list everything. Another reason labels are unreliable | |; =
both in Eretz Yisroel and throughout the world is that companies are | § &
usually only required to list the main components of garments, Fibers [ | ©
that make up less than 5%, or in Eretz Yisroel, less than 15%, donot [ §

need to be listed. Thus, even if the iabel is accurate and indicates
there is no shaatnez, a garment may have some shaatnez threads or
fabric that are not part of its main composition. Also, clothing with 1 {
ornamental needlework, such as embroidery or appliqué —whichare | |
not required to be listed — are occasionally shaatnez. :

The label itself. Sometimes the label itself is made of linen and : 3

sewn into a wool garment. Therefore, if the label is made of a thick 1|
weave, one should check to see if it is linen, Also, some labels are i i
attached to wool garments with a inen thread. 3

Checking a Sample of Garments

Many importers and storeowners today want business from frum
Jews. Therefore, before they order a shipment, or right when they
receive a shipment, they send some items to a lab. ¥ those are
kosher, they rely on that to import or sell everything in the
shipment. We will discuss under what circumstances this suffices.

Significant Minority [“Mi’ut Hamotzui”]

13,

Checking a sample does not permit the rest if they are the sort of
garment of which a significant minority contains shaatnez {see issue
115, Paragraph 28). If a significant minority of a certain type of
garment contains shaathez, every garment must be checked :

individually, as we find by checking food for bugs {xn xawsnrmw | © :

PP PDOIPY PR¥Y NYIY 1MW, NUD 1D "D T K700, 70 YD),

Large Quantity Made by Big Factories

14.

For garments produced in large quantities by big factories, there is X

room to rely on checking a sample of the garments. Three of each
type of garment should be checked (v"ov™ o ik P, pooena 1H3),
If those are found to be free of shaatnez, the rest of that exact |
brand and type of garment do not need to be checked since all the

garments of the same type made by the same brand are usually
identical. Garments that are not that exact type and make, no: [ .
matter how similar, must either be checked individually or undergo : & &

a sample check {% MR 1" vy z:o'.u\uﬂ) A frum, pious Jew is

"The Cheder Horoah” {20 Minchas ‘Iltzchok St. Yerushalayim i paskenshtlbei@gmail com

Thurs, 5:000m till 8:00pm | Fri. 10:00am till 11:00am and from 1 hour before candle-lighting :
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avoid the hassle of checking every item, it is proper for a G-d-
fearing individual to check individual garments that he purchases
{nnpn vae Mra ).

Women's clothes. Producers of women's clothes do not usuaily
make many of each type of item and stores generally have only a
handfuf of each item. Thus, one should not rely on checking a
sample of a type of garment to permit the rest made by that
company since a sample of each type of garment must be checked
and two types of garments, even when they appear similar, can
easily have different compositions.

-« Trusting a Seller that He Checked a Sample

5 i17. A company owner or seller who is either not frum r”/ or a simple,
i uninformed person not familiar with the nuances of the issur of
shaatnez ("o v™p "o 1"y R} cannot be trusted about shaatnez or
that he checked a sample of clothes unless he has a letter attesting
that he checked a sample of a specific type of garment. This is
because people who want to sell to frum Jews often send a few
items of clothing to be checked and then tell their customers that
they sent their garments to be checked [even if they did not bother
to find out the results, as long as they can say they “sent the
garments to be checked” {heard from a shaatnez checker)]; they do
not usually send a sample of each type of garment, yet they sell
everything they have from that company anyway,

Various Garments [Partial List]

.16,

- Fabrics
- 18 1t is advisable to ascertain the composition of a fabric or cloth
' before buying it to use for sewing. This avoids the potential
aggravation of finding out after sewing something that the fabric
itself was shaathnez. However, since fabrics that are shaathez
themselves are generally uncommon, checking them is not
obligatory {wwnb 1rovwi), besides for the following fabrics:

Fabrics which must be checked. A fabric or garment that has
threads of varying thicknesses or different colors must be checked
for shaatnez even if the label says it is made of 100% synthetic
. materials {t7opwn nmn).

© Buits
: 120. Suits, jackets, Men's, women's, and children's suits and jackets
have different areas that need to be reinforced. Since linen is a
strong material, they are reinforced with pieces of {inen fabric or
with linen thread to increase their durability. These areas must be
checked on all suits. Some examples: the suit's lining, coliar filling,
collar reinforcement, shoulder pads, reinforcement strips or linen
threads at the sleeves' stitching, and buttonholes, as well as the
thread used to sew the buttons. There are other areas in addition
to these that shaatnez checkers are familiar with.

Suits made of at least 50% wool. Any suit which has wool as the
majority of fts composition is halachically required to be checked
since suits commonly contain linen threads or fabric.

No more than 40% wool. A fahric which is made up of a majority of
a permissible material and a minority of wool is viewed as if it is
entirely made up of the permissible material and may be sewn with
linen {issue 115, Paragraph 19). Nevertheless, even if a suit's primary
material Is less than half wool, it must be checked since it is
commeon to find areas in these suits with added fabric, threads, or
fillings, both linen and wool.

100% synthetic. Suits made from a material other than wool or
finen are not ossur, even if they contain some linen, unless they
also have wool. Since wool is not usually added on to suits, strictly
speaking, these suits do not need to be checked.

Hugo Boss. Hugo Boss suits are assumed 1o have shaatnez and may
not be worn before getting checked. Sometimes they have so
much shaatnez that it is not worthwhile costwise to replace ail the
: shaatnez areas with kosher material.

- 1125, Linen suits can contain wool cloth or thread and must be checked.

! Trousers / Pants

- [26. At least 50% wool. Occasionally, pants contain some linen, e.g., as
; the filling in the waistband, over the hook and bar closure, or in the
reinforcement by the zipper. However, since this occurs
infrequently, these pants strictly speaking do not need to be

a9,

L

S ha.

3 e

24,

Furbats
28. Russian fur hats fregquently have cloth inside which contains wool !

ecked a sample of their clothes to

and linen. Also, wool or fur “kutchmas” frequently have shaatnez
and must be checked, even when purchased from a store owned
by a frum Jew.

Coats

29. Winter coats. Winter coats with wool, whether men's or women’s, »
whether short or long, must be checked. [As an aside, many coats :
contain cashmere, Cashmere is not sheep wool, which is part of the ;
issur of shaatnez; it is made from goat hair and not subject to the

issur of shaatnez. However, since it is not in great supply and very ¢

expensive, it is generally combined with sheep wool. Therefore,
one must watch out for shaatnez when combined with wool.]
30.
the material nor the lining is wool, they do not need to be checked.
Sweaters/Vests

31. Wool sweaters. Sweaters made of wool or wool blend do not need 3
to be checked if they are made from a single cloth without any |

added material, appliqué, and the like, since they rarely have
shaatnez. Most men's sweaters fit this description and do not need
to be checked. Sweaters that have add-ons, raised embroidery,

appliqué, or other fabrics, as women's sweaters commonly do, they ||

should be checked.
32.
viscose, and the like, do not need to be checked.
Scarves
33. 100% wool scarves usually do not have shaatnez, so they do not

need to be checked. If the also contain "various fibers,” they must ! :

be checked.

Shoes

34. Strictly speaking, some shoes are not subject to the issur of shaatnez,
which is only ossur when it feels good on the skin of the wearer's
body; the skin of the feet is tough and does not "enjoy" the material
covering it (xo X"w "o pw) [see the sefer, "Toras Hashaatnez," p.
408, which goes through ali the opinions, describing the types of
shoes that are muttar and ossur]. However, nowadays that we
always wear shoes, the skin on our feet is only very tough by the

heel. Consequently, some poskim hold shaathez is ossur in all shoes ;&

{(OpPaw Nm1 07T IR M0 NYIK PO BV PR P03 IR PI).
Sheepskin with Wool
35. There are certain clothing items today, such as sheepskin hats or

UGG boots, that are made of sheepskin with its wool stili attached. |
The poskim discuss whether there is an issur to sew linen threads in |

them. Some say wool still attached to the skin has the status of
wool and may not be sewn with linen thread (7o ,vn»o wawin nme
XD PR IALRPD ID UYL D T,

Most poskim hold wool stilf attached to its skin does not have the
halachic status of wool and may be sewn with linen thread (o
T I 97 T T XD YD MID TP PR 1A 0 070 YD oY
T8 50 XN NI PRY N7 DR Pe T ).

Since it is a machiokes, if one knows with certainty that a sheepskin

36.

a7,

has linen thread, he should be machmir as a safeguard to protect |

Not made of wool or linen. Sweaters made of cotton, polyester, | X

Raincoats with wool as their outer materlal must be checked. If neither : |

himself from any possibility of shaatnez (pw nvonn poy mw). Fone 1§ -

is not sure, he does not need 1o get it checked since even the
machmirim hold it's only ossur miderabonon, and most are meikel.
38.
are made from sheepskin with its wool. Based on the above, they do

not need to be checked for shaatnez since even if they were sewn

with linen thread, they are technically not ossur. However, there is a
certain type with wool fabric and linen threads sewn to it, which is an
issur of shaatnez. Nevertheless, one does not need to be concerned
for this for every type of sheepskin footwear unless he sees or has
reason to think it contains wool fabric.

Baby stroller sleeping bag. We were asked if a baby stroller
sheepskin sleeping bag must be checked for shaatnez. A sieeping
bag sewn with wool and linen used to warm the body is technically

39.

ossur due to shaatnez. Still, since sheep's wool still attached to its !

skin does not truly have the halachic status of wool {above, 36), one

does not need to check if the sleeping bag has additional wool

fabric, which would make it ossur if it was sewn with linen thread.

checked. Still, it is proper to check them.

No more than 40% wool. Trousers whose main material is
made up of only a minority of wool and pants that are
100% cotton, viscose, polyester, and the like, do not need
to be checked Even if there is linen in the aforementioned
mely rare for there o be add d woal.

7.
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UGGs. There are many shoes and slippers produced in Australiathat | | :




