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The Kinsman Redeemer

The subject of Kinsman Redeemer is one of those subjects that is not well
known or understood in the church today. Those that have some familiarity
with the subject seem to view it as something that is either primarily or even
only associated with the book of Ruth. The concept of the Kinsman-
Redeemer is discussed or taught in at least five other books of the Old
Testament (Tanakh). The concept is rooted in Leviticus 25, but it is
expanded in Deuteronomy 25 to include Levirate Marriage. The relevant
passages will be included in the discussion and due to its focus on the topic
the book of Ruth will have a prominent role in the discussion.

The subject of Kinsman-Redeemer is important for both Christians and
Jews. For Jews it is important because of the importance of family in
Judaism. For Christians it is part of the social system that came out of the
community of Israel and was modified for use by the church. For both Jews
and Christians, it gives greater understanding of the role of Messiah
(Christ).

The purpose of this paper is to clear up some of the misconceptions
concerning the role and purpose of the Kinsman-Redeemer. Also, to give a
through understand of the subject as well as the implications for those who
follow Messiah (Christ).



Chapter One: The Concept of Go’el

The Hebrew word that is translated into English is the word Go’el which
can be translated as kinsman, redeemer, protector, defender, vindicator,
deliverer, avenger, revenger, or ransom.! It also carries the idea of being

free, separating, loosing, or buying with a price,? and ‘one who unlooses.”

As is quite evident, the word Go’el has a variety of meanings; they however
revolve around the concept of redemption by a person other than oneself
and involve a ransom, substitution, or payment of price.* The one who
redeems is required to be a kinsman. But, he is also required to be a blood
relative and the nearest male kin who is willing to take on the role of Go’el.’

Family well-being is of great importance to God. The idea of redemption is
connected quite early with preservation of the family unit.® Jewish culture
and social structures were built around the family unit and around tribe.
Israel was made up of, and consequently, families were an important
element in the community of Israel. Therefore, preservation of the family
was deemed to be important.’

The Go’el’s actions were self —giving and sacrificial for the best interests of
the family. The actions of the Go’el would involve preservation or
restoration of the family members’ freedom, goods, and posterity as well as
vengeance for the wrongful taking of life. 8

'Vine, Redeem, Redemption
2 De Vaux, 21.

3 Wigram, s.v. “Ga’al”

4 Phillips, 10.

3 Tbid.

 Morris, 238.

7 Phillips. 2-3.

8 Waard & Nida, 43.



The proper attitude of the Go’el toward the family is described by the
Hebrew word hesed. This word can refer to God’s attitude toward man or
man’s attitude toward man. Its basic meaning is goodness or kindness with
respect to meeting needs or the giving of favors or benefits.” Hesed is
evidenced because of mercy, not because of any requirement. Hesed applies
to the Go’el because it was his choice to serve as a redeemer or in the
redeeming function. A kinsman has the right to refuse to serve. If the
nearest relative refused, the Go’el function was passed from the nearest
male relative to the next of kin until one was found who was both willing to
serve and able to redeem. His willingness can be described as hesed. God is
considered the ultimate Go’el and his willingness is evident to man.!°

? Briggs-Brown-Driver, Hesed.
10 Phillips, 11-12.



Chapter Two: The Concept of Go’el in Hebrew Society

The Ministry of the Go’el to the family involved five basic functions with
the intent of preservation. Neufeld summarizes the functions as follows:

1) Redeem any part of the patrimony which his family was compelled
to sell[Leviticus 25:25; Jeremiah 32:27; Ruth 4:3-6]

2) Emancipate his kinsman who had been forced to sell himself into
bondage [Leviticus 25:39-40, 47-49];

3) Receive as trustee of a deceased relative compensation due in
cases of restitution [Leviticus 6: 1-7; Numbers5:5-8];

4) Perform the duty of carrying on a blood feud [Numbers 35:19];
and
5) Fulfill the levirate in the case of any such kinsman who died
leaving a widow without children, without brothers, and without
a father-in-law [Deuteronomy 25:5-6; Ruth 3:13].!!

Land-Leviticus 25:23-25

“The land, moreover, shall not be sold permanently, for the
land is Mine; for you are but aliens and sojourners with Me.
Thus for every piece of your property, you are to provide for
the redemption of the land. If a fellow countryman of yours
becomes so poor he has to sell part of his property, then his

' Neufeld, 39.



nearest kinsman is to come and buy back what his relative has
sold.” 1?

Poverty is something that can devastate a family. The selling of property
was sometimes necessary to survive and to sustain the family. Property was
also one’s family inheritance. In a sense, it symbolized security of provision
for the family and it enhanced the family name. If a near kinsman or Go’el
could help a relative in redeeming him from debt by buying his property,
which he had already sold or was about to sell, the property would be
retained by the family, and the family name and inheritance could be
maintained or even restored. If the land had been sold outside the family,
the new owner was required to sell it back to the original family if a Go’el
was able to redeem it. If the property was up for sale, the Go’el had first
right of purchase. Because of the importance of land to a family, it was
usually sold only in cases of the most extreme poverty.'?

The concept of the Go’el is to redeem for another, and the basic idea seems
to be that the property purchased or redeemed by the Go’el reverted to the
original owner. In essence, God is the real owner of the land. Therefore, it
could never be permanently separated from those to whom by His grace it
had been given. Thus He provided for its redemption in situations through
the Go’el who was considered to be acting on God’s behalf. If a Go’el was
not willing and able to redeem the property, nor was the original owner able
to repurchase the property, God still provided a way. The property was to be
restored to the family during the next Year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:28). God
Therefore safeguarded an Israelite’s property from permanent loss. '

The fact that Israelites were legally prohibited from making any permanent
sale of their property served as a constant and sometimes frustrating
reminder to them of their permanent link with the divine provision of their
possession and the divine sovereign who was the real owner of the land.

12 Leviticus 25:23-25 NASB.
13 Phillips, 14-15.
1 Ibid, 15.



God provided and made sure that the provision would be returned after a
period of time. He was and always would be their provider. !

Slavery—Leviticus 25:39-40, 47-49

“If a countryman of yours becomes so poor with regard to you
that he sells himself to you, you shall not subject him to a slave's
service. He shall be with you as a hired man, as if he were a
sojourner; he shall serve with you until the year of jubilee.”

“Now if the means of a stranger or of a sojourner with you
becomes sufficient, and a countryman of yours becomes so poor
with regard to him as to sell himself to a stranger who is
sojourning with you, or to the descendants of a stranger's family,
then he shall have redemption right after he has been sold. One of
his brothers may redeem him, or his uncle, or his uncle's son, may
redeem him, or one of his blood relatives from his family may
redeem him; or if he prospers, he may redeem himself.”!¢

Property is certainly valuable and important in a family in regard to
inheritance, but people and their freedom are far more valuable. There may
be times when a person has felt it necessary to place him- or herself in
bondage as a hired servant or as a slave; but, a Go’el always had the right of
redemption. As is the case with property, in no Go’el was found who was
both willing and able to redeem them and the individual could not secure
their freedom for themselves, they automatically became free during the
Year of Jubilee.!”

Israelites were actually God’s servants since he had brought them out of
Egypt and was their God. Therefore, an Israelite could not be in permanent
bondage. If, however a Go’el redeemed a kinsman, the Go’el did not

15 Leggett, 14.
16 L eviticus 25:39-40, 47-49 NASB
17 Phillips, 16.



become his or her new master. The individual was considered redeemed and
released and did not have to wait until the end of the seven years or the Year
of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:50-52) for freedom. '*

Restitution—Numbers 5:5-8

“Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, Speak to the sons
of Israel, "When a man or woman commits any of the sins of
mankind, acting unfaithfully against the LORD, and that
person is guilty, then he shall confess his sins which he has
committed, and he shall make restitution in full for his wrong
and add to it one-fifth of it, and give it to him whom he has
wronged.’But if the man has no relative to whom restitution
may be made for the wrong, the restitution which is made for
the wrong must go to the LORD for the priest, besides the

ram of atonement, by which atonement is made for him.”!”

When a person committed an offense against another (also see Leviticus
6:1-7), in

a sense, he committed it against the Lord. Restitution was to be made for the
wrong, but if the person had died, then restitution was to be made to his
kinsman or Go’el who was the family representative or responsible head.
Thus, the wronged person’s honor would be considered redeemed. The
Go’el would be God’s representative for the family in receiving the
restitution. If there was no Go’el, restitution was to be made to God through
the priest.?

Murder—Numbers 35:19, 31

18 Ibid, 17
19 Numbers 5:5-8 NASB
20 Phillips, 17-18.



“The blood avenger himself shall put the murderer to death; he
shall put him to death when he meets him.”

“Moreover, you shall not take ransom for the life of a murderer
who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to death.”?!

These verses of scripture refer to a murderer, not to one who kills in
war, self-defense, accidentally, or avenge a murder. It  is about

intentional, wrongful murder.?

The Go’el was to revenge a relative’s murder by killing the murderer
himself. He was to be the “blood avenger.” “The duty of blood-vengeance
may well be the oldest and most pressing responsibility of the go’el in
Israel.”??

Man was created higher than the animals and in God’s image; to take the
life of another wrongfully was a most serious offense and considered to be
an attack on God.?* In the event of accidental death, though, God provided a
system of checks and balances through the cities of refuge to ensure justice
(see Numbers35; Deuteronomy 19:1-13; Joshua 20:1-9), but in the case of
willful murder, the murder was to receive just punishment:

“Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed,

For in the image of God He made man.”%

The high value of life as compared with property was unique to Israel.
Property was not considered to be just compensation for the taking of a life,
nor is offense against property considered as valuable as a life. The two
cannot be equated in Israel. However, the Assyrians and the Hittites
accepted a ransom in the place of the life of the murder. The ransom could

21 Numbers 35:19, 31 NASB.
22 Phillips, 18.

2 Leggett, 107.

24 Phillips, 18.

25 Genesis 9:6 NASB.



be property or another person’s servitude in exchange for the murder’s
life.?® However, Numbers 35:31 specifically prohibits a ransom as
retribution for an Israelites life. Israel saw life from a religious point of
view, while the surrounding nations saw life economically and politically.?’

The taking of life in Israel was viewed as, first and foremost, an offense
against God because man was made in His image and because it pollutes the
land in which he dwelt (Numbers 35:34). It also was considered an offense
against the person and family of the murder victim. The Go’el served as
God’s and the family’s representative as blood avenger, administering
justice and thereby restoring the honor of all offended by the murder.?

Levirate Marriage—Deuteronomy 25:5-6

"When brothers live together and one of them dies and has no
son, the wife of the deceased shall not be married outside the
family to a strange man. Her husband's brother shall go in to
her and take her to himself as wife and perform the duty of a
husband's brother to her. It shall be that the firstborn whom
she bears shall assume the name of his dead brother, so that
his name will not be blotted out from Israel.”?’

The marriage of a sonless widow to her brother-in-law who had been living
in the same dwelling was called a levirate marriage. Levirate is from the
Latin word /evir, meaning bother-in-law and translates the Hebrew word
yabam, which has the same meaning.*

The purpose of levirate marriage was to continue the name of the deceased
through a son. The deceased, in a sense, would continue to live on.!

26 Leggett, 75, 81.

27 Greenberg, 18.

28 Phillips, 19.

2 Deuteronomy 25:5-6 NASB.
30 de Vaux, 37.

31 Cleland, 480.



The idea of perpetuating the name of a deceased person the levirate
marriage was unique to Israel. The levirate customs of the Arabians,
Assyrians and Hittites carried no such similar purpose or motive.*

If no brother-in-law existed then a Go’el who was willing to preserve the
name of the deceased could perform the levirate function. In a way, this
action involved a moral rather than legal duty on the part of the Go’el.*

The Go’el function in a levirate marriage to preserve the deceased relative’s
name and life also could be connected to his function of redemption of
property. A childless widow would need a means of support since she did
not receive any inheritance (Numbers 27:8-11). If she had born children,
they would have received inheritance from their father and would have been
able to support their mother.** A childless widow without brothers-in-law
would need a Go’el to marry her and raise up a son for her dead husband
and to retain his property as a means of support and an inheritance for the
son. The deceased husband’s name would live on through a son and his
property.*® In addition the widow would be sustained and protected. ¢

32 Neufeld, 54-55.
33 Broch, 67.

3 Neufeld, 29.

35 Leggett, 244-245.
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Chapter Three: Go’el In The Book of Ruth

The book of Ruth is a beautiful portrait of the work of Messiah as Kinsman-
Redeemer. It shows us both our need of a Kinsman-Redeemer and the way
to obtain the blessings of redemption. The names of the primary characters
of this book are both important and meaningful. The meanings of their
names and the actions they took show us not only their need of redemption
but the need of redemption in our own life.

A Very Costly Move—Ruth 1:1-5

“Now it came about in the days when the judges governed, that
there was a famine in the land And a certain man of Bethlehem
in Judah went to sojourn in the land of Moab with his wife and
his two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech, and the
name of his wife, Naomi; and the names of his two sons were
Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. Now
they entered the land of Moab and remained there. Then
Elimelech, Naomi's husband, died; and she was left with her
two sons. They took for themselves Moabite women as wives;
the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth.
And they lived there about ten years. Then both Mahlon and
Chilion also died, and the woman was bereft of her two
children and her husband.”’

The book of Ruth is a story of famine, death, bereavement, widowhood, and
sorrow. The cause of all this sorrow can be traced to one thing—Elimelech
of Bethlehem was wise in his own eyes. Rather than trusting in the Lord

3¢ Phillips, 21.
37 Ruth 1:1-5 NASB.
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during a time of famine, Elimelech moved to Moab. He leaned on his own
understanding and that proved to be a very costly decision.>®

The book of Ruth is a very short history of one family during the time of the judges. Ruth
is the story of affliction and comfort, abasement and conversion, loss and redemption.
The Purpose of the book is twofold.

First, the book of Ruth teaches us to respect and love the providence of
God.* The minute, the great, the private and the public affairs of our lives
are arranged as well as determined by God’s wise and good, loving care
towards us. We would be wise to always submit to God’s working in our
lives.

Second, the design of God the Holy Spirit in the book of Ruth is to lead us
to Messiah (Christ), of whom the book speaks. As we have already seen,
Boaz is a type and picture of Messiah, our Kinsman-Redeemer. But the
book also points us to Messiah in other ways.

1) Our Messiah, The Lord Jesus Christ (Yeshua of
Nazareth), is a direct descendant of Ruth and Boaz.
Part of the genealogy given by Matthew comes
directly from this book.

2) The conversion of Ruth is symbolic of the calling of
the Gentiles. It is always God’s intention to save
Gentiles as well as Jews. Our Lord Jesus (Yeshua)
sprang from both Jews and Gentiles and is the
Messiah (Saviour) of both, the Savior of the world.
As Mathew Henry wrote ‘In the conversion of Ruth
the Moabitess, and the bringing of her into the
pedigree of the Messiah, we have a type of the calling
of the Gentiles in due time into the fellowship of

38 Fortner, 16.
39 bid, 17.
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Christ Jesus our Lord.’[Yeshua of Nazareth, the
Messiah]*

3) The whole scene takes place in Bethlehem, the place where
our Redeemer was to be born (Micah 5:2).4!

In the opening verses of this book, Elimelech stands before us as a beacon
to warn us of the danger and the costs of unbelief and disobedience. As we
read about Elimelech and his family, we cannot help but be reminded of Lot
and his family. Both men brought great trouble on their household by the
choices they each made.*?. Lot’s choices saw the birth of two nations
through incest with his daughters. They got him drunk so that he would
have sexual intercourse with them that they might have children (Genesis
19:30-38). The first of these illicit incidents resulted in the birth of the
nation of Moab, the second in the birth of the nation of Ammon (Genesis
19:37-38). Elimelech’s choices saw the death of his two sons. Lot’s choices
saw his wife die (Genesis 19:15-26), Elimelech’s choices saw his wife tell
one of Lot’s descendants, Ruth the Moabitess, about the God of Israel and
Ruth would become part of the lineage of the Messiah as great-grandmother
of King David (Luke 3:23-38).

The results of Lot’s choices continued to be a constant reminder to all
Israelites of relying on one’s own wisdom, rather than God’s for several
centuries to come. Some might say than Lot’s sin resulted in the gift that
just kept on giving in the short term, just as Elimelech’s choices continued
to give his family the gifts of poverty, loss and bitterness in the short term.

Both men’s disobedience was a legacy for the entire nation. Lot’s legacy
was two nations that gave Israel problems for centuries to come, but Lot’s
legacy also is intertwined with Elimelech’s legacy which gave Israel and the
world a Messiah, a Savior. It is indeed fortunate that as Romans 8:28 says:

40 Henry, 257.
4! Fortner, 17.
42 Tbid, 17-18.
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“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those
9943

who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
So that good could come out of this situation, Ruth, a descendent of Lot
heard from Naomi, the wife of Elimelech, about the God of Isracl. Ruth
follows Naomi back to Bethlehem and is redeemed by Boaz and she
becomes an ancestor of Messiah. What a God!

Let’s look specifically now at what happened in the life of Elimelech and
his family. In these opening verses, we are told the story of a man, his wife,
and his children. There may well have been many others like him, but the
Lord gives us a very personal look at this one man and his family. This is a
story of grace, but a story of grace proceeded by disobedience, sorrow,
death, bereavement, and emptiness. It would seem that Elimelech’s parents
were believers. Because his name means, ‘My God is King.” His very name
should have given him comfort in his time of trouble. His name declared the
sovereign reign of his God over all things. His wife Naomi’s name means
‘amiable, sweet, and pleasant’. Naomi indeed was such a woman. Elimelech
was greatly blessed by God to have an amiable, sweet, and pleasant wife.
The names Elimelech chose to give his sons should have been a warning of
the danger of taking things into his own hands. Mahlon means ‘sickness’
and Chilion means ‘consumption’. It may have been that Elimelech gave
them these names because they were sickly. Abut their names bear witness
to the fact that the products of our flesh and those things that are most
cherished, most pleasant, things of this world are weak, corrupt, and
dying.**

There was famine in Bethlehem. Elimelech, began looking at his situation.
He judged everything by worldly reasoning, not by faith. So, he decided to
move his family to Moab. It is likely he hoped to protect his family’s wealth
and keep them from the hardships God’s people were experiencing in
Bethlehem. There apparently was an abundance of food as well as

43 Romans 8:28 NASB.
a4 Ibid, 19-20.
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opportunity in Moab. But Moab was also a land of idolaters.*> Here again,
Elimelech’s choice is reminiscent of Lot’s choice. Elimelech, like Lot,
looked and saw that the land was pleasant and abundant, and made his
decision to live among heathens and idolaters.

Those who are strangers to God often enjoy much more of this worlds goods
than those of us who know, love, and worship Him. As Jeremiah puts it
‘Moab has been at ease since his youth;” where as Israel has been ‘emptied

1’46

from vessel to vessel’*°, not because God loves Moab, but because this is

‘the portion of their cup’¥’

Elimelech, we are told went to dwell in the country of Moab. He did not
intend to live there permanently, but just for a time. He took Naomi,
Mahlon, and Chilion and went to Moab. But once they got to Moab, they

settled in and ‘remained there’.*8

Elimelech’s care for his family should be commended. But his decision to
move to Moab can still never be justified. Solomon wrote:

“In the day of prosperity be happy, But in the day of adversity
consider--
God has made the one as well as the other So that man will

not discover anything that will be after him.”*

The day of adversity will either draw us to God or drive us to the world. If
faith does not cling to Messiah (Christ), the flesh will drag us as far from
Him as it can. Over the years I have seen these two opposite reactions.
People often either cling to God or blame God. The blame game makes
things worse not better. Blaming God adds bitterness and anger to an

4 Tbid, 20.

46 Jeremiah 48:11, NASB.
47 Psalm 11:6, NASB.

8 Fortner, 21.

4 Ecclesiastes 7:14 NASB.
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already challenging situation. We see this in the life of Naomi further into
chapter one of Ruth with Naomi’s “...call me Mara, for the Almighty has

dealt bitterly with me.”*°

There was really no compelling reason for Elimelech to leave Bethlehem. If
by some dire necessity he had been forced to sell his property and had
become impoverished, God’s law required his relatives to come to his aid
(Leviticus 25:25, 35) as we have seen in our previous discussions. But, this
was not his condition. He went out full (Ruth 1:21). Though there was
famine in the land, it was not sever enough that people died of starvation.
Elimelech’s neighbors, who stayed in Bethlehem and had larger families
than he, managed to weather the famine.>!

Elimelech was not just content to live in Bethlehem; he wanted to live in
luxury even if that meant moving to Moab. Elimelech decided rather than to
lose his riches and rely on God’s provision, he chose to disobey God, lead
his family away from God and turn his back on God’s kingdom.>?

Rather than dealing with trouble, Elimelech tried to run from. This man,
whose very name was ‘My God is king” and claimed to follow God, moved
to Moab! He took

himself and his family away from and forsook the worship of God and the
people of God. He gave no consideration to the promise of God, the honor
of God, his own soul or the souls of his family. How costly was the decision
he made? How costly would the move to Moab be? In his own mind I am
sure he was justified in the decision he made. How many of us have or those
we know have justified and rationalized decision we have made to follow
the wisdom of the world rather than put our faith and trust in God when
challenges and adversities have come.>?

0 Ruth 1:20 NASB.
3! Fortner, 22.

>2 Tbid.

>3 Tbid.
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Elimelech’s disobedience did not stop with him. His sons compounded it by
taking ‘for themselves Moabite women as wives’ (Ruth 1:4). What they did
was in direct violation of God’s law. He specifically forbids mixed
marriages between the Israelites and the pagan nations around them, just as

He forbids marriages between believers and non-believers (Deuteronomy
7:2-3).

“and when the LORD your God delivers them before you and
you defeat them, then you shall utterly destroy them You shall
make no covenant with them and show no favor to them.
Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not
give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their

daughters for your sons.”>*

Yet, their father, Elimelech, must be blamed. It was he who taught them the
path of disobedience. It was his example that showed Mahlon and Chilion
the way. Parents who raise their children to flout authority or disregard
biblical teaching, as the world does, on certain matters. Those parents who
disregard the Word of God, particularly in the matter of dating and marrying
an unbeliever, court disaster especially where their children are

concerned. They often ask why did they do that? Why did my child turn out
that way? Well, it is what you have reaped. You set this in motion with the
example you set in the lives of your children. Believers who choose to

marry someone with no regard for God chose a life of trouble and misery
(Deuteronomy 7:3; Ezra 9:1-2; Nehemiah 13:23-27; 2 Corinthians 6:14).%

The years ahead would deduce Naomi to a pitiful condition: The loss of her
husband and two sons. What a condition she was left in. She was now alone
and poor, in a strange land, with no one to care for her; no one with whom
she could enter into the worship of God with. We can and should learn three
things from Elimelech’s choices:

>4 Deuteronomy 7:2-3 NASB.
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1) We cannot out run death. At our appointed time, we
die.

2) We must never expect to prosper by disobedience:
‘Whoever desires to save his life will lose it.’

3) All earthy pleasures and comforts are temporary.

When Naomi lost her husband, she was able to take comfort in her sons.
When she lost her sons, she was alone. Genuine, eternal pleasure and
comfort are truly found only in Christ (Messiah) our God.>®

Elimelech made wrong choices. His family suffered because of his choices.
But God’s will, as always, was done perfectly. Messiah, the Lord Jesus
Christ (Yeshua of Nazareth), must be born of the union of a Moabite woman
and the son of Rehab. And so, ‘it came to pass’! The famine was allowed by
God because he chose Ruth. Elimelech was allowed to make the bad choices
he made to fulfill His plan to save Ruth and ultimately all who would follow
Him by the incarnation of His Son, by the life and death of His Son, who
was a son (descendent) of Boaz and Ruth (Romans 8:28-32).

Good News Heard in Moab—Ruth 1:6-7

“Then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from
the land of Moab, for she had heard in the land of Moab that the
LORD had visited His people in giving them food.”*’

Three Women, Three Choices—Ruth 1:6-18

33 Fortner, 22-23.
36 Tbid, 23.
7 Ruth 1: 6 NASB.
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“Then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the
land of Moab, for she had heard in the land of Moab that the LORD had
visited His people in giving them food. So she departed from the place
where she was, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on the
way to return to the land of Judah. And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-
law, "Go, return each of you to her mother's house. May the LORD deal
kindly with you as you have dealt with the dead and with me. May the
LORD grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her husband." Then
she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. And they said to
her, "No, but we will surely return with you to your people. But Naomi said,
"Return, my daughters. Why should you go with me? Have I yet sons in my
womb, that they may be your husbands? Return, my daughters! Go, for I am
too old to have a husband. If I said I have hope, if I should even have a
husband tonight and also bear sons, would you therefore wait until they
were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my
daughters; for it is harder for me than for you, for the hand of the LORD has
gone forth against me. And they lifted up their voices and wept again; and
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. Then she said,
"Behold, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her gods; return
after your sister-in-law. But Ruth said, "Do not urge me to leave you or turn
back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge,
I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. Where
you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus may the LORD do to me,
and worse, if anything but death parts you and me. When she saw that she

was determined to go with her, she said no more to her.” 3

In this passage God the Holy Spirit sets before us three women. They are
shown to us in Holy Scripture for our benefit, our instruction and our
example. Each of these women is different and each has something to teach
us. These three women, Naomi, Orpah, and Ruth, are examples both of what
we should and what we should not do.*

8 Ruth 1:6-18 NASB.
3% Fortner, 26.
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Naomi was a woman who believed and had faith and trust in God. After a
time of great trial and loss, she returned to the people of God and to the
place of blessing.%

Orpah was a woman who was very impressed with Naomi. She was
impressed so impressed she even started on the journey with Naomi back to
Bethlehem but made the choice to turn back to her people and her gods.
Orpah represents those who profess to follow Christ (Messiah) and turn
back and do not continue in faith.°!

Ruth was also impressed by Naomi. Ruth trusted Naomi, but more
importantly she trusted Naomi’s God. Ruth’s decision was an act of love
toward Naomi. But, her choice was also an act of faith in Naomi’s God, The
Lord God of Israel. Ruth chose God but is equally true that God chose Ruth.
God chose Ruth to bring Messiah to both Jew and Gentile. She is a picture
of God’s salvation as she had Jewish and Gentile blood flowing through her
veins. She was a descendent of Lot, but the Moabites had intermarried with
gentiles. Ruth is also a picture of a true believer. True faith endures trials
and temptations and remains committed to the very end. True faith can
never be destroyed.®?

Naomi was a woman of unique faith. She left Bethlehem with her husband,
she stayed after he died, yet her heart was never truly in Moab. Just as Lot’s
wife looked back to Sodom with regret, so to Elimelech’s wife looked back
to Bethlehem.® But there was a difference in the two. Lot’s wife looked
back with a since of loss, Elimelech’s wife looked back with eyes of faith.

God was at work in the life of Naomi, The Lord always deals with His
children as a wise and loving father (Hebrews 12:25). Because of His great
love for Naomi, the Lord would not allow Naomi to stay in Moab. He would

%0 Thid.
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not allow her to remain there, away from His Bethlehem, away from His
people, away from His worship. But to get her back he had to deal with the
obstacles and hindrances in her life. The process would be painful for her,
but God always works His will toward our good. He uses many events in
our lives for our good, no matter how dark or painful if we will allow Him.

First, He took away her husband. Then He took away her sons. Moab
became a bitter place for her. As hard as it is, we often need to thank God
for those painful experiences that come into our lives and wall off directions
we do not need to go in. They give us times of contemplation. They cause us
to stop and think so that it can turn us back to Him if we will only embrace
Him.%

In some way during the time Naomi was in Moab she was able to keep up
with the news in Bethlehem (Ruth 1:6). A report has reached her in Moab
‘that the Lord had visited His people again’ and there is again food in Judah.
When Naomi heard the good news her immediate response is to return
home. Scripture says ‘faith comes by hearing’! Some how God got the news
to Naomi that He had visited His people and He had given them food. This
is the way God saves. He sends a messenger to proclaim the good news of
His abundant grace. The Lord has visited and redeemed His people. The
Bread of Life has come down from heaven. When God brings deliverance to
His children, He causes them to hear the good news of His accomplishments
of grace.®

There can never be reconciliation with God without a separation from the
world. Those who eat at the father’s table must leave the slop of the pigpens
of this world. You cannot serve God and the world. A choice must be made.
‘Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve’!°® Naomi made her
choice and so must we (2 Corinthians 6:17; 1 John 2:15). Naomi was a true
believer. She knew from what and from where she had fallen. She fully

% Ibid, 27.
% Ibid.
%6 Joshua 24:15 NASB.
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understood what she had lost. She remembered how blessed things had been
in Bethlehem and was determined to return.®’ She remembered having left
Bethlehem “full”: and that is startling way for a refugee from a famine-torn
country to remember the circumstances of her leaving! The hungry refugee
remembers being full when she left. On her return to a place of plenty she is
empty and bitter.®

Naomi seems to have started back home on her first impulse, because it was
not until the three widows are underway that she suggests that they return to
their homes and families.%® Without question Naomi wanted both Orpah and
Ruth to return with her to Bethlehem. But if they were to return with her she
wanted them to return, not for her sake, but because they genuinely wanted
too. If Orpah and Ruth did return with her, she wanted them to make a
deliberate, informed choice. Naomi would not be considered a good ‘Soul-
Winner’ by today’s standard. She was honest. She said if you go with me, ‘it
will cost you’ (Matthew 8: 19-22; Luke 14: 28; 18:18-23). 7°

Orpah’s Choice—Ruth 1:14-15

Those who take up a profession of faith in Christ (Messiah) in order to
satisfy someone else, or in the heat of an emotional experience, prove in
time to be useless and false converts. Naomi laid out a solid case for why
her daughters-in-law should return to Moab to their families and seek new
husbands. Orpah was easily persuaded to return to Moab, to her family, and
her gods by Naomi’s arguments. Orpah’s kiss showed that she had great
affection for Naomi, but her choice showed she had greater affection for
Moab and all that it had to offer. Like Orpah, many today have affection for
Christ (Messiah) and see value in Him. They simply cannot and will not
follow Him, because they cannot find it within them to forsake the world.

7 Fortner, 28.
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Many Orpah’s because of adversity or excitement follow for a time. But
after awhile, like Demas, because they love the world too much they return
to the world (2 Timothy 4:10).”!

The motives of every person who professes to be a believer must be tested.
Naomi asked ‘Why will you go with me?’ (Ruth 1:11). No inducements
were offered. No type of gain (financial or other wise) was obtained.
Nothing but faith in, gratitude to, and love for the Lord Jesus Christ
(Yeshua, the Messiah) can induce men and women to follow Him no matter
what may come.”

Ruth’s Decision—Ruth 1: 15-18

The title figure of the book of Ruth now becomes the focus. The first thing
to notice 1s that Ruth is a foreigner, a Moabitess, outside of the covenant
community. But she will be brought into the royal line of the King of Kings
and the Lord of Lords because of God’s grace and because of her faith in
His covenantal love. That faith began life as a borrowed faith! It began by
being Naomi’s faith. A faith in which Orpah and Ruth shared, but a
borrowed faith will not get you very far. But it can become your own.”* You
cannot get to heaven or have a relationship with God because grandma had
a relationship with God. You must make it your own or you will turn away
from it as Orpah did.

Ruth would have naturally been moved by the quality of Naomi’s faith in
the face of all the trails Naomi faced. It would be natural to want to share in
that faith and the hope that came with it. Ruth new that Naomi’s God could
be relied on. Even a faith that is small may be called upon to face great
challenges or difficulties as Ruth was through her bereavement in the loss of
her husband, her poverty as a widow, and her leaving behind the prospect of
marriage in Moab if she went with Naomi. Ruth no doubt was further tested

" bid.
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by the return of Orpah, but through it all she ‘clung’ to Naomi. She would
not be ‘fobbed off’. By clinging to Naomi, she came to believe in Naomi’s
God for herself.”*

The choice for Ruth is very stark. The choice Ruth faces is between what is
familiar and what is unknown. The opportunity is wide open for Ruth to go
back to her people, to go back to her old customs and her old ways, and
above all back to her old gods. The challenge to a borrowed faith always
culminates in becoming personal or being rejected.”” When a person’s time
comes to enter the crucible they will emerge having completely embraced
the faith they borrowed or they will emerge having totally rejected that faith,
usually never to return to it.

This is undoubtedly the turning point in Ruth’s life, but she is brought to it
by way of a path of suffering, disappointment, and grief. In her own way,
she too meets God when she is at the end of her tether, and is prepared to
gamble everything, her very future on Him! Whatever our past and despite
what we are currently dealing with, the moment of change will always come
when we stop fighting God and start to trust Him, when we stop going it
alone and start giving it to God, and we determine to never go back to our
Moab with its false satisfaction and hope but bring our emptiness to God
and move forward into the unknown, with all its problems, and with Him.”®

When Ruth steps out of her crucible she makes bold statements that will
radically alter her future and the course of her life. But even more
importantly her choices will impact the entire world from that point until the
end of time. Her choice that day and the choices in the days that follow will
place her in the royal line and will culminate in the birth of the Messiah.

“But Ruth said, ‘Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from
following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you

" Ibid, 225-226.
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lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your
God, my God. Where you die, I will die, and there I will be
buried. Thus may the LORD do to me, and worse, if anything
but death parts you and me.” When she saw that she was

determined to go with her, she said no more to her.”””

Ruth’s statement in Ruth 1:16-17 comprises one of the most incredible
confessions found anywhere in scripture. First, she confesses her love for
her mother-in-law. She then confesses her faith in the True and Living God
and her decision to worship Him and Him alone. She is willing to forsake
mother and father to cleave to Naomi and to the God of her people.” Ruth’s
words go beyond the ‘till death do you part’ of the marriage ceremony, for
she will not even be parted from Naomi in death. It is theses words that
mark her irrevocable break with Moab. Ruth’s commitment is total, not just
in intensity but in duration.” This is a forever declaration.

Second, this makes her pledge incredibly suitable as a vow of Christian
pilgrimage to a master from whom we shall not be parted from even in
death. To a master who calls us to leave family in His service. When we
think of Jesus’ (Yeshua’s) words should remember that the word often
translated as “Mansions” of which there are many in His Father’s house, are
“dwelling places” or “stopping places” on our journey.®’ As with many
passages of scripture there are multiple fulfillments. That is to say that in
this passage of scripture there is future fulfillment in eternity when we are
with God and the fulfillment during our walk and life with Him here on
earth.

Ruth fully understood what she was saying and the commitment she was
making. She would have been aware through Naomi that there was a law
that stated:

77Ruth 1:16-18 NASB.
8 Wiersbe, 25.
7 Gibson, ed., Auld, 263.
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“No Ammonite or Moabite shall enter the assembly of the
LORD; none of their descendants, even to the tenth
generation, shall ever enter the assembly of the LORD,?!

This meant permanent exclusion. How then could Ruth ever enter the
congregation of the Lord and fully enter in to relationship with the creator
of the universe? By trusting God’s grace and throwing herself totally and
completely on His mercy. Law separates us from God’s family, but grace
includes us if we will put our faith and trust in Christ (Messiah).3?

When you read the genealogy of Jesus Christ (Yeshua the Messiah) in
Matthew 1, you find the names of five women, four of whom have
extremely questionable credentials to be part of the family line of the
Messiah (Christ): Tamar committed incest with her father-in-law (Genesis
38); Rahab was a Gentile prostitute (Joshua 2:1); Ruth was an outcast
Gentile Moabitess (Ruth 1:4-5); and “the wife of Uriah” was an adulteress
(2 Samuel 11:2-4). How did they ever become part of the family of the
Messiah? Through the grace and mercy of God! God “is patient toward you,
not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance’ (2 Peter 3:9).
(Mary was the fifth woman in the genealogy and was included because of
her faith and God’s grace. See Luke 1:26-56.)%

Five Parallels in the Life of Ruth to the Life of the Believer
Ruth 1:14-17

Five parallels can be seen in the life of Ruth that corresponds to the life of
those who believe in and follow Messiah (Christ).

1) A Commitment to Walk in the Way of Messiah (Christ)

%0 Ibid, 263-264
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Ruth said to Naomi, ‘Wherever you go, [ will go.” In the
course of our lives we cross many paths. Whenever we find
ourselves at a crossroads, we like to reserve the right to
choose the direction we will take. Ruth had no way to know
what crossroads she would come to. In this passage she
renounces all freedom of choice in her life. She committed
herself to a path, not knowing where it would take her. She
knew only that it would lead to Bethlehem.

That is exactly what happens when a sinner in need of a
savior comes to Christ (Messiah). We commit ourselves to
Him. Taking His name and His yoke upon ourselves
willingly, we bow to His will as our Lord and voluntarily
become His bond-slaves (Matthew 11:258-30; Exodus 21:1-
6). This is what we declare in our baptism, isn’t it? We are
crucified, buried and raised with Him to walk in newness of
life (Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:4-6). We publicly vow from
that day forward to walk with Him in newness of life. We
turn from our way to His way. What could be more
wonderful and blessed that to have our path to be ordered by
the Good Shepherd, who goes before His sheep in the path
that He leads them?

2) A Longing to Dwell with Messiah (Christ)

Ruth next says ‘And where you lodge, I will lodge.” Ruth
made no demands as to where that lodging-place would be,
or what type of accommodations she required. The one
desire that filled her was to be with Naomi, her much
beloved mother-in-law. She had friends; but she dwelled
with Naomi (Ruth 2:23). Even after she married Boaz, Ruth
clung to Naomi (Ruth 4:15).
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This is a picture of every believer’s greatest desire and
blessed prospect—to dwell with Christ (Messiah). It does
not matter where my path takes me, as long as Christ
(Messiah) is there. It does not matter where I live, as long as
Christ (Messiah) is there. This is the wonderful blessing of
the New Jerusalem: the Lord is there!

3) A Commitment to a New Set of Relationships

Next Ruth says ‘Your people shall be my people.” Ruth’s
choice involved a very painful separation. She left her own
family and people and took Naomi’s as her own. If we are to
follow Christ (Messiah), there is a very real sense in which
we must forsake our own people (Psalm 45:10-11). You can
serve and worship only one person. Commitment to Christ
(Messiah) involves not only the severing of old
relationships; it also involves loving and loyal commitment
to all of His family (Matthew 12:49-50)

3) A Commitment to the God of the Bible

Then Ruth says ‘Your God [shall be] my God.” Without
question this was the most difficult part of Ruth’s decision.
People often cling to their religion and to their gods. It does
not matter how degrading the religion is or how useless the
religion and god happen to be. He will fight for his religion
and die for his god. Even when faced with the truth they
often cannot let go.

Yet, if we are to follow Messiah (Christ), we must abandon
the gods of our fathers. It is absolutely impossible for
anyone to follow Christ (Messiah) all other gods and
religions. We must choose, as Ruth did, between the gods of
our fathers and true and living God, the God revealed in the
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Bible (Tanach & B'riyt HaHhadashah), the person revealed
in the Lord Jesus Christ (Yeshua the Messiah).

4) A Lifelong Commitment

Ruth further said ‘Where you die, I will die.” Ruth made her
position absolutely clear: She had made her decision. It was
a lifelong decision. It would not be reversed. She would be

with Naomi to the end. This, too, is a picture of faith in
Christ (Messiah).

A believer comes to Messiah (Christ) recognizing that in
His death as our substitute, we died. We were co-crucified,
co-buried, and co-raised in Him (Galatians 2:20; Romans
6:4-6, 11; 2 Corinthians 5:14). We glory in the cross
because we died there with Him (Galatians 6:14). The
believer’s commitment to Christ (Messiah) is resolute,
permanent and continuous. For the true believer, faith in and
commitment to Christ (Messiah) is not occasional or
spasmodic but is a deliberately chosen way of life!

5) A Hope Beyond the Grave

And finally, Ruth says ‘And there I will be buried.” Ruth life
was so woven into Naomi’s that she wanted to be buried
with her. Ruth could follow her no further. We are buried
with Him in baptism (Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12), but our
burial with Christ (Messiah) looks far beyond the grave to
the resurrection and to eternity. If we are buried with Him,
we will be raised by Him. When we are raised by Him we
will live with Him forever: And thus, we shall always be
with Him.
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Chapter Five: Christ (Messiah) As Go’el

In the next seven chapters you will see how Jesus Christ fulfilled the role of
Go’el for the entire human race and made redemption available to anyone
who would receive him.
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Chapter Six: The Law Has Been Fulfilled

I heard about a conference a few years ago where one of the speakers got up
to preach, he said with great conviction in his voice, “The greatest call in
your life is to your family!” The crowd loved it, and the entire auditorium
clapped and cheered in agreement. At the next session, another speaker got
up and declared with fiery passion in his eyes that “the greatest call in your
life 1s to missions”. This time, the crowd went wild and the entire
auditorium reverberated with shouts of “Amen!” Then, it was time for the
grace preacher to preach, and he prayed, “God, they have used up all the
‘greatest calls’. Give me something!” And when he stood up, the Lord put
this in his heart and shared, “The greatest call in your life is to be a
worshipper!” You see, long after all the missions have been accomplished
on earth, and long after families are united in heaven, we will continue
worshipping our beautiful Savior Jesus Christ for all that He has done for
you and me, for all eternity.

It 1s all about Jesus! It 1s all about His finished work!

The more you appreciate the finished work of Jesus and all that He has done
for you to reign in life, the more you will worship and glorify Him! Let’s
look at the Word of God to see more of His finished work.

John 1:17 KJV

17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ.

Have you noticed that truth is on the side of grace, not the law? Notice also
that the law was given. This implies a sense of distance. In contrast, grace
came! Grace is personal and came as a person — the person of Jesus Christ.
The law is hard, cold and impersonal. You cannot have a relationship with
two pieces of stone. But grace is gentle and warm. Grace is not a teaching or

31



doctrine. Grace is a person and you can have a relationship with a person.
God is not interested in mere obedience and submission. He is a God of love
and He longs to have an intimate relationship with you. This is what makes
Christianity unique. Many of the world’s belief systems are governed by
moral codes, rules and laws. But Christianity is not about these things. It is
about having a relationship with Almighty God.

Our God came, died a cruel death on the cross and paid the full debt of sin
with His own life so that you and I can reign in life today. His sacrifice on
the cross speaks of relationship. Jesus came to reconcile sinful man with a
holy God. When you receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you are
made holy and righteous by His blood once and for all. And you can enter
boldly into the presence of Almighty God without any guilt, condemnation
or expectation of punishment. Because of the cross, the price for sin has
been paid, the judgment executed, the anger toward sin exhausted, the veil
torn and the way to intimacy with God opened. Sin no longer hinders you
from entering His presence. His blood has removed all vestiges of your sins!

Jesus Fulfilled The Law!

The moment you place the Law of Moses between you and God again, you
are negating the finished work of Jesus, for if righteousness could come
through the law, then Christ died in vainl. Christianity cannot be reduced to
an impersonal list of do’s and don’ts. Jesus’ death has fulfilled the righteous
requirements of the law of the old covenant. The Word of God tells us that
the “handwriting of requirements” has been nailed to the cross2. Jesus came
to fulfill all the requirements of the law on our behalf, so that the way to
God is now opened. Hallelujah!

“Dr. Charles, you are saying that we are no longer under the law. But Jesus
Himself said that He did not come to abolish the law.”

That is exactly right my dear brother or Sister, but you have to quote what
Jesus said completely. He said,

“I have not come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it.” (Matthew 5:17)
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Jesus did not sweep the law under the carpet. He came and fulfilled every
requirement of the law perfectly on our behalf. All that we were unable to
do, He did on our behalf. By Jesus, the law has been fulfilled!

When you have fulfilled your debt to the bank for the mortgage on your
house, you should stop sending in your monthly payments because the debt
has already been fulfilled and you are wasting your money! If the bank
sends you a letter demanding more payment from you, all you have to do is
produce the deed to your home. In the same sense, the debt that you and I
owed to the law has already been fulfilled by our Savior Jesus Christ!
Hallelujah! When the devil comes to accuse you with the law and shows
you how you have fallen short and failed, all you have to do is point to the
payment that Jesus made on the cross. Christ is your title deed, which is why
you are called a Christian today. You are not your own. You have been
purchased with the precious blood of Jesus Christ. The law has no hold over
you anymore!

The Devil Has Been Disarmed

Y ou probably know that the issue of “nuclear disarmament” periodically
flares up as big news from time to time. But are you aware that there is
someone more sinister who has already been disarmed? The Bible says that
God has “disarmed principalities and powers”. We know from the book of
Ephesians that “principalities and powers” refer to Satan and his cohorts4.
The devil has already been disarmed! But do you know what weapon he was
wielding before his forced disarmament? Let’s see what the Word of God
says about this:

Colossians 2:14—15

14having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us,
which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed
it to the cross. 15Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.

Based on the context of the verse, the devil was armed with the

“handwriting of requirements that was against us”. What “handwriting of
requirements” was so powerful that it required the death of Jesus to wipe it
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out? On Mount Sinai, God wrote the Ten Commandments on two tablets of
stone. The “handwriting of requirements” was thus a reference to the law
that was written by the finger of God. The devil then armed himself with the
law to accuse and condemn man! Now listen carefully to this: God didn’t
give the law to arm the devil, but the devil, knowing that the law was
against man, took advantage of it and has been using it against man.

You Have Been Redeemed From The Curse Of The Law.

The law always condemns and keeps man away from God. Hence, the devil
uses it as his weapon to further alienate man from God. That’s why when
God nailed the law to the cross; He made a public spectacle of the devil and
all the powers of darkness! Once the law was nailed to the cross of Jesus,
God knew that the law no longer had the power to condemn man as long as
he believed on Jesus. Therefore, when you know and believe that Jesus has
fulfilled completely the righteous requirements of the law, the devil cannot
use the law to condemn you every time you fail. Even if he uses the law and
points to your sins today, you can point to the cross of Jesus and reject the
condemnation. You may say, “No one can blot out God’s handwriting.”
Yes, you are right. No man can, but God can! And God did it righteously.
My dear brother or sister, you have been redeemed from the curse of the
law. The devil and his crew have been disarmed. Hallelujah!

However, if you insist on being under the law, you are actually arming the
devil again! God has nailed the law. He has blotted out its requirements,
taken it out of the way and disarmed the devil. But when you subject
yourself to the old covenant system of the law, you are putting that weapon
back into the devil’s hands. Every teaching that says, “We have to keep the
law to be blessed by God,” is putting the weapon of the law back into the
devil’s hands. Instead of resting in God’s disarmament, people are rearming
and remilitarizing the powers of darkness!

Let me stress that the law is holy, just and good. Please don’t misconstrue

that I am saying otherwise. But even though the law is holy, just and good,
it has no power to make you holy, just and good. You see, the law was
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designed to expose your weaknesses, your sins, and your inability to be
holy, just and good. It is like a mirror that exposes your flaws — your
blemishes and pimples. But you cannot take the mirror and begin to rub
your face with it to clean off your blemishes and pimples, because that is not
the mirror’s purpose! You need to understand that no amount of keeping the
law can make you holy. Only the blood of Jesus can do that. Nevertheless,
the law is holy. It is not from the devil. It is from God Himself.

The Purpose For The Law

God gave the law for one purpose, and that is by the law, the world would
have the knowledge of sin5, and recognize their need for a Savior. Without
the law, there would be no sin6. For example, if there were no law on how
fast you can drive on a particular road, that is, there were no speed limit, the
state trooper cannot stop you and give you a ticket for speeding. In simple
terms, no law equals no sin. No recognition of sin equals no need for a
Savior! The law was given to bring man to the end of himself so that in his
despair, he would see his need for Jesus. Because of the law, no man can
say that he is not a sinner and no man can say that he doesn’t need Jesus.
That is the purpose of the law. It was not designed to make you godly, but to
expose your ungodliness.

What the devil has done is to keep the law over people’s heads all the time,
so that they will constantly feel condemned and guilty. The devil is the
master legalist who constantly reminds you of how unworthy you are. He is
known as the accuser of the brethren7. Here are some of his common
attacks:

“You call yourself a Christian?”

“You are a hypocrite!”

“Forget about praying. God will never listen to your prayers.”

“Look at your life. You dare step into church?”

My dear brother and sisters, these are lies, ALL lies! The devil is using the
law to make you conscious of all your shortcomings. But through Jesus
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Christ, you are no longer under the condemnation of the law. The devil has
been disarmed by the power of the cross! Jesus, who knew no sin, has been
condemned on your behalf on the cross. Through Jesus Christ, you are now
made righteous apart from the works of the law. When you hear the voice of
the accuser condemning you, remind yourself that you are the righteousness
of God through Jesus Christ. Declare it out loud! Each time louder than the
first:

“I am the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus!”
“I am the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus!”
“I am the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus!”

Righteousness is a gift. It is not a reward for perfect obedience to the law.
You are clothed today not in your own righteousness, which is self-
righteousness, but with the righteousness of Jesus Christ. God sees you as
righteous as Jesus Himself.

Only Grace Brings Hope

Only the radical preaching of grace brings hope to believers. Only the
finished work of Jesus can bring us wholeness, completeness and shalom-
peace. Some people say that the Christian life is very hard. My dear brother
or sister, it is not hard, it is impossible! The only one who can live it is Jesus
Himself, and He wants to do it in us today. That is why it is not up to our
own efforts to fulfill the Law of Moses. It was fulfilled on our behalf and
the price for our sins has been paid on the cross. Our part today is to believe
in our Savior and receive from Him the abundance of grace and the gift of
righteousness. The Christian life is a life of rest in Christ Jesus and His
finished work. It is time to rest from your own efforts and to enjoy Jesus!
The devil hates the gospel of grace because it causes the believer to reign in
life. And when you reign, the devil does not!

Only the finished work of Jesus can bring us wholeness, completeness and
peace.
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Chapter Seven: The Main Clause of The New Covenant

You have done it now! You have committed the “unpardonable sin”. Have
you heard this “unpardonable sin” teaching before? Whether it has been
openly taught from the pulpit, or just through the actions of others, this is
often taught in churches and all too often in our families as well.

This erroneous teaching says that all sins can be forgiven, but if you commit
the sin of blaspheming the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31), there is no
forgiveness. That’s how this sin came to be known as the “unpardonable
sin”. My conscience was very sensitive and the more I thought about the
possibility of committing the unpardonable sin, the more I was convinced
that I had committed that sin! My thoughts became increasingly negative
and I even started to doubt God. This gave me even more reason to believe
that I had indeed blasphemed the Holy Spirit.

Discovering The Gospel Of Grace

The more I believed that I still had unforgiven sins, the more I believed that
I had used up all of God’s grace in my life. No one taught me about the
blood of Jesus or showed me that my behavior was actually dishonoring the
blood of Christ and negating Jesus’ work on the cross for me. No one
preached the good news to me, so at that time, I really thought that my sins
were greater than God’s grace.

Well, let me declare once and for all that there is no sin that a Christian is
not forgiven of. When you understand why God sent the Holy Spirit, you
will realize that the unpardonable sin is simply to consistently reject Jesus!
The Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit came to testify of and witness about
Jesus Christ. Jesus said:
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“The Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.”
(John 15:26 NKIJV)

To blaspheme the Holy Spirit is therefore to continually reject the person of
Christ whom the Holy Spirit testifies of. Study the Word of God carefully.
Who was Jesus speaking to when He spoke of the unpardonable sin? He
was speaking to the Pharisees, who continually rejected Him as their Savior
and plotted to kill Him on several occasions. They even accused Him of
having an unclean spirit, saying, “He has Beelzebub. By the ruler of the
demons He casts out demons.” (Mark 3:22). Jesus’ response was,
“Assuredly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven... but he who blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness but is subject to eternal
condemnation.” (Mark 3:28-30). Why did He say that? The next verse tells
us that it is “because they said, ‘He has an unclean spirit.”” The Holy Spirit
is present even today to witness about Jesus. Therefore, to blaspheme the
Holy Spirit is to keep on rejecting the gospel of Jesus and to depend on your
own efforts to be saved. Jesus was warning the Pharisees not to commit this
sin, and to stop rejecting Him. This clearly does not apply to the believer.
You see, in reading the Bible, it is important to note who the words were
spoken to and to ascertain if the words are relevant for the believer. In this
case, Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees who had rejected Him and who
even made claims that He had an unclean spirit. Imagine their audacity! As
for you, my dear brother or sister, have full assurance in your heart that it is
impossible for a believer to commit the unpardonable sin. A believer has
already received the gift of eternal life and will never be “subject to eternal

condemnation”.?*

Let me give you another example. You may have heard some preachers
yelling at unbelievers and using the term “a brood of vipers”. But Jesus
never called sinners — not even the prostitutes and corrupt tax collectors —
“a brood of vipers”. Never! Those harsh words by Jesus were reserved only

8 Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 91-92.
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for the Pharisees (Matthew 12:34, 23:33) whose fixation on the law blinded
them from seeing God in the flesh — Jesus, who gave the law in the first
place and who came to fulfill the law on man’s behalf. Learn to rightly
divide the Word of God whenever you read the Bible. Not everything that
Jesus said was spoken to the church.

Feed On The Letters Of Apostle Paul

Have you noticed that Paul never mentioned the unpardonable sin? Not one
time, in all his letters to the churches, did he warn Christians about the
unpardonable sin. If Christians could commit the unpardonable sin, he
should have mentioned it in every epistle that he wrote. On the other hand,
Paul emphasized that Jesus, by His death on the cross, has made us “alive
together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses” (Col. 2:13). [ have
checked the original Greek word for “all”® in this verse and guess what?
“All” means ALL! Jesus, with His own blood, has forgiven you of ALL
your sins, so there is no sin that is unpardonable! By one perfect sacrifice,
Jesus has cleansed you of the sins of your entire life and you are now sealed
with the promise of eternal life! Now, this is good news that will establish
your heart with grace and confidence.

God does not leave you wondering whether you are saved or not. He tells
you outright that you are His and that nothing can ever separate you from
the love of Christ. Not even sin because His blood is greater than your sin!
Knowing that all your sins are forgiven is crucial for your health, peace of
mind, wholeness and wellness. My struggle with the unpardonable sin
during my teenage years is a case in point. The more you believe that all
your sins are forgiven by the blood of Jesus, the more you will become
whole — body, soul and spirit!

8 Strong, NT: 3956
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Knowing that all your sins are forgiven is crucial for your health, peace of
mind, wholeness and wellness.

I hope that by now, you can see the dangers of lifting the Word of God out
of its context. We have to be careful not to take a verse out of its context
and build a teaching or doctrine around it. Bible teachings have to be
confirmed by several supporting verses and these have to be studied within
their proper contexts. When you hear teachings that put fear in your heart
and place you under bondage, don’t just swallow them hook, line, sinker,
fisherman and boots. Look at the context of the verse and see if it is a new
covenant truth or an old covenant teaching. Who was the verse spoken or
written to, and how is it applicable to you today? Just remember that all new
covenant truths exalt Jesus and His finished work. Hallelujah!®

The Main Clause Of The New Covenant

It is sad that you hardly hear the main clause of the new covenant being
preached today:

Hebrews 8:8—-12

“For finding fault with them, He says, “BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING,
SAYS THE LORD, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT WITH
THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; NOT
LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS ON
THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM
OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN
MY COVENANT, AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS THE
LORD. “FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH
THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: 1

% Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 95.

40



WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE
THEM ON THEIR HEARTS. AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY
SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH
EVERYONE HIS FELLOW CITIZEN, AND EVERYONE HIS
BROTHER, SAYING, ‘KNOW THE LORD,” FOR ALL WILL KNOW
ME, FROM THE LEAST TO THE GREATEST OF THEM. “FOR I WILL
BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I WILL REMEMBER
THEIR SINS NO MORE.”

“I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless
deeds I will remember no more.” Memorize this, beloved, for this is the
main and final clause of the new covenant!

Unfortunately, it seems that what the average Christian believes today is the
complete opposite. They believe that God is not merciful to their sins. When
something goes wrong, inwardly they think, “Well, the rooster has come
home to roost. My past sins have caught up with me. All these terrible
things are happening to me, to my family and to my finances because of the
sins that [ have committed.” When they have a flat tire, they start thinking to
themselves, “What sin is God punishing me for now?” This kind of thinking
is so prevalent in the church because Christians don’t really believe that
they are under the new covenant.

The problem with the church today is wrong believing! I’'m sorry to tell you
this, but if you refuse to believe what God has said about the forgiveness of
sins in the new covenant, then you are actually in disobedience. Jesus
Himself defined the new covenant for us at the last supper when He said,
“This is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins.” (Matthew 26:28). The main clause of the new covenant
is the forgiveness of all your sins because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ.
I don’t care how many good deeds you have done; how much money you
have given to charity or what leadership position you hold. If you do not
believe the main clause of the new covenant, you are in disobedience.
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God does not keep an itemized account of all your failures.

God put the main clause of the new covenant as the last clause to show us
that it is this final clause that makes everything work. If you don’t believe
the main and final clause, you are rejecting the new covenant and negating
the finished work of Jesus. The new covenant says that God is merciful to
all your unrighteousness and has forgotten your sins plus your lawless
deeds. If God says that He has forgotten them, then He has truly forgotten
them. Who are we to contradict Him? God cannot lie!

“But how can God forget my sins?”

He can because He 1s God! If He said it, then He has done it. You know that
sin you committed many years ago? God has forgotten it. Contrary to what
you might have been taught, God does not keep an itemized account of all
your failures. There is no big projector screen in heaven to show all your
sins from the day you were born to the day you return to heaven. All records
of your sins have been incinerated by the blood of Jesus when He cried out,
“It 1s finished!” (John 19:30). His blood has removed the sins of your entire
life. When God looks at you today, He sees you covered with Jesus’ blood
and completely righteous. 8’

Only the devil, you yourself and the people around you (especially
“religious” people, but not true Christians) will bring your sins to your
remembrance. When you are weighed down by the mistakes of your past,
run to God and lean on His grace! Why?

“For He will be merciful to your unrighteousness, and your sins and your
lawless deeds He will remember no more.” ---Hebrews &:12

This is the Main Clause of the New Covenant of Grace!

87 Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 97-98.
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Chapter Eight: A Waterfall of Forgiveness

In the previous chapter, we established that the main and final clause of the
new covenant is captured in Hebrews 8:12 — “I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no
more.”

“Dr. Charles, if people know that all their sins have already been forgiven,
won’t they go ahead and sin?”

Well, I have yet to encounter such a creature. I have yet to encounter anyone
who, after receiving the grace of our Lord Jesus, says to himself, “Now |

can go out and sin!” However, | have encountered people who have given
up and walked away from God, not because they were evil and desired to
sin, but because they were sincere and had consistently failed in their
attempts to keep the laws of the old covenant and ended up feeling like
hypocrites. On the other hand, because of the teaching of new covenant
truths, I have received countless written testimonies and personally
witnessed precious lives, marriages and families transformed by the grace of
our Lord Jesus.

Let me share with you a story of restoration. This story was shared by the
couple’s pastor. “I had a couple come up to me one time, telling me that
they would like to be married in our church. I saw that they were
accompanied by a few children and asked if they had been married before. (I
was thinking that the kids might have come from their previous marriages.)
Smiling widely, they told me that they had in fact been married to each other
before, but that they had been separated for many years.

“Somehow, separately, they both started attending New Creation Church,

and after listening to the teaching on forgiveness and God’s grace, God
began to restore their relationship and they wanted to be remarried. Isn’t
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that wonderful? I also thought to myself that it must have been so wonderful
for their children to actually get to witness their parents’ wedding ceremony.
(How many kids have that privilege?)”1%®

My brothers and sisters, that’s the power of the gospel of Christ. It’s about
restoring marriages and mending broken lives! Though not all marriages
will be restored, I guarantee that if we will allow Him, The Lord Jesus will
restore our lives!

The Revelation Of Forgiveness

Brothers and sisters, knowing that you are completely forgiven destroys the
power of sin in your life. I know how this revelation has changed me and
transformed my life. Jesus Himself said that those who are forgiven much
will love Him much. Those who are forgiven little (actually, these creatures
do not exist because all of us have been forgiven much!), or I should say,
those who think that they have been forgiven little will love Him only a
little.

Do you remember the woman who brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil
and anointed Jesus’ feet? Jesus said to Simon, a Pharisee,

“A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the
other fifty. When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them
both. Which of them will love him more? Simon answered and said, “I
suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have
judged correctly. Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, “Do you
see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet,
but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You
gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My
feet. You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with
perfume. For this reason, I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been

88 Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 99-100.
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forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little. Then

9999

He said to her, “Your sins have been forgiven.
---Luke 7: 40-48 NASB

The more you realize that you have been forgiven much, actually, of all your
sins, the more you will love the Lord Jesus. Forgiveness does not lead to a
lifestyle of sin. It leads to a life of glorifying the Lord Jesus. What do you
think the woman’s response would have been after she had departed from
Jesus? Would she have desired to continue living a life of sin, or would she,
knowing that she has been forgiven much by God’s grace, be strengthened
to live a life that honored and glorified Jesus?

All of us, including the author of this paper, have been forgiven much. All
of us have broken the Ten Commandments many times over. If we have not
done so in action, then we have done so in our hearts and minds. Jesus said
that if you are angry with your brother without a cause, you have committed
murder, and if you look at a woman in lust, you have committed adultery
with her in your heart (Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28). All of us have been
forgiven much and there is no reason for us not to love Him much. The only
reason people don’t love Him much is that they don’t understand just how
much they have been forgiven. They are just like Simon the Pharisee, who
was confident in his self-righteousness.

The Secret To Godliness

Many preachers are telling believers that they have to exhibit more
Christian character, more self-control, more godliness and more brotherly
kindness. My friend, I totally agree that all these qualities are good and
necessary, but the question is, how do we develop them? How should we
preachers help believers to exhibit more Christian character? When asked
for the solution, most people would say, “Discipline! We need to focus more
on the Ten Commandments and develop discipline, and then self-control,
godliness and brotherly kindness will come.” While all that sounds very
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good (to the flesh), that is not what the Word of God says, and I for one,
want to go by what it says:

2 Peter 1:5-9

“Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply
moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, and in your
knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your
perseverance, godliness, and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in
your brotherly kindness, love. For if these qualities are yours and are
increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these qualities is
blind or short-sighted, having forgotten /is purification from his former
sins.”

It is clear from these verses that if a person lacks good Christian qualities
like self-control, godliness and brotherly kindness, it is not because he lacks
discipline, but because he has forgotten the main clause of the new
covenant. He has forgotten that the blood of Jesus has purchased for him the
forgiveness of all his sins. I really like the way that the New King James
Version puts verse 9: “For he ... has forgotten that he was cleansed from his
old sins.”

Beloved, if you remind yourself daily that you have been cleansed from all
your sins, you will exhibit more and more of these Christian qualities. Your
heart will overflow with self-control, godliness, perseverance, brotherly
kindness and love. Pray like this every day and enjoy your forgiveness:

Dear Father, I thank You for the cross of Jesus. I thank You that today,
because of Jesus’ blood, I have been forgiven of all my sins, past, present
and future. Today, You are merciful to my unrighteousness, and all my
sins and lawless deeds, You will remember no more. You see me as
completely righteous, not because of what I have done, but because of
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Jesus. I am greatly blessed, highly favored and deeply loved by You.
Amen.

The secret behind every godly man and woman is their belief in the truth
that they have been forgiven.

My dear brother or sister, the secret behind every godly man and woman is
their belief in the truth that they have been forgiven. Their godliness stems
from a revelation of their forgiveness. They are believers who believe and
honor God’s Word. When God says that He is merciful and that He has
forgiven all their sins, they take Him at His Word. All day long, they are
forgiveness-conscious. Even when they say the wrong thing, do the wrong
thing or have a wrong thought, they continue to be forgiveness-conscious.
They see the blood of Jesus continually washing them. They see God in His
mercy and grace. Because of their forgiveness-consciousness, they
experience victory over sin.*

How Are You Forgiven Of Your Sins?
“Dr. Charles, are you saying that we don’t have to confess our sins?”

Listen carefully: We don’t have to confess our sins in order to be forgiven.
We confess our sins because we are already forgiven! When I say “confess
our sins”, I’'m talking about being open with God. I don’t go before Him
begging for forgiveness. No, I talk to Him because I know that I have
already been forgiven. I know that I can come to Him freely — He 1s my
God, my Daddy God. Forgiveness is not dependent on what I do, but what
Jesus has done. Confession in the new covenant is just being honest about
your failures and your humanity. It is the result of being forgiven and not
something you do in order to be forgiven.

% Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 103.
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My dear brothers and sisters, understanding this difference determines
whether you experience “heaven on earth” or “hell on earth”! Let me
explain what [ mean. When I was growing up as a young believer, I was
taught that unless I confessed all my sins, I would not be forgiven. I was
even told that if someone dies without having confessed all his sins, he
would end up in hell. Such teachings made the forgiveness of sins man’s
responsibility, instead of something that was dependent on what Jesus’
blood had already accomplished. My brothers and sisters, such teachings are
based on man’s traditions and not the Scriptures.

Such teachings put me in severe bondage when [ was a teenager and young
adult. I was really sincere and wanted to always be “right with God” and not
have any sin that was not forgiven. I did not want fellowship with God to be
broken. So everywhere I went, I would confess my sins, and I mean
EVERYWHERE!

This “keeping short accounts with God” put me into serious bondage. I
really believed that I had to confess every bad thing that I thought or I had
done, all the time. I took 1 John 1:9 to the limit and it nearly drove me
insane.

But what does 1 John 1:9 really say and to whom was it actually written?

1 John 1:9

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” —I John 1:9 NASB

People have taken this verse and built a whole doctrine around it when
actually, chapter 1 of 1 John was written to the Gnostics, who were
unbelievers. John was saying to these unbelievers that if they confessed
their sins, God would be faithful and just to cleanse them from all
unrighteousness.
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We are not to live from confession to confession, but from faith to faith in
Jesus Christ and His finished work.

For us believers, the moment we received Jesus, all our sins were forgiven.
We are not to live from confession to confession, but from faith to faith in
Jesus Christ and His finished work. You see, there are no two ways about it.
If you believe that you have to confess your sins to be forgiven, then make
sure that you confess everything! Make sure that you don’t just confess the
“big sins” (“big” in your own estimation). Make sure that you also confess
your sins every time you are worried, fearful or in doubt. The Bible says that
“whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Romans 14:23). So, don’t just confess
what is convenient for you. Make sure that you confess everything!

If you really believe that you need to confess all your sins to be forgiven, do
you know what you would be doing? You would be confessing your sins
ALL THE TIME! How then can you have courage before God? How can
you enjoy liberty as a child of God? I tried it and it is impossible!

Let’s not build a whole doctrine on one verse. If confession of sins is vital
for your forgiveness, then Apostle Paul, who wrote two-thirds of the New
Testament, has done us a great injustice because he did not mention it even
once — not once — in any of his letters to the church. When there were
people in the Corinthian church living in sin, he did not say, “Go and
confess your sins.” Instead, he reminded them of their righteousness, saying,
“Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in
you?”4 Notice that in spite of their sins, Paul still considered them temples
of the Holy Spirit and he reminded them of this truth.*°

% Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 107.
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The Waterfall Of Forgiveness

My dear brothers and sisters, this is the assurance that you can have today:
The day you received Christ, you confessed all your sins once and for all.
You acknowledged that you were a sinner in need of a Savior, and He is
faithful and just to cleanse you from all unrighteousness. All the
unrighteousness of your entire life was cleansed at that point!

Entire doctrines have been built around 1 John 1:9, but John actually made
it clear in the same chapter that when it comes to believers, people who
“walk in the light”, the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses them from all sins:

1 John 1:7

“but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us
from all sin.” ---1 John 1:7 NASB

Notice that for us believers who “walk in the light”, it is not our confessions
that cleanse us from all sin, but by the blood that we have forgiveness of all
our sins. It is time to stop being robbed by traditional teachings Notice that
for us, believers who “walk in the light”, it is not our confessions that
cleanse us from all sin, but the blood of Jesus! Notice also that this verse
says “walk in the light” and not “walk according to the light”. Walking in
the light means, walking in the realm of light, which Christ’s death has
already translated us into. Christians often misconstrue this to mean walking
according to the light, thinking that darkness will decrease and light will
increase if we try to stay in the light. But that is not what the verse 1s talking
about! It’s talking about us already being translated out of the realm of
darkness into the realm of light. One little word makes all the difference!
When we understand this verse, we realize that even when we sin, we sin in
the realm of light! So, if we sin in the light, we are cleansed in the light, and
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we are kept in the light. This idea of us going into darkness when we sin is
not from the Bible.”!

The Bible is so rich and full of treasures! Did you know that even the word
“cleanses” in 1 John 1:7 is really beautiful? In the Greek, the tense for the
word “cleanse” denotes a present and continuous action, which means that
from the moment you receive Christ, the blood of Jesus keeps on cleansing
you.” It is as if you are under a waterfall of His forgiveness. Even when you
fail, this waterfall never stops. It keeps on keeping on, cleansing you from
ALL your sins and unrighteousness.

Beloved, confessing your sins all the time will only make you more sin-
conscious. But knowing that you are under Jesus’ waterfall of forgiveness
will keep you forgiveness-conscious. And knowing that you are forgiven of
all your sins will give you the power to reign over every destructive habit,
every mistake, every failure (including have a divorce) and live a life of
victory!

In 1 John 2:1, John addressed the believers as “My little children” (he never
addressed the unbelievers whom he was writing to in chapter 1 as “My little
children”) and went on to say, “These things I write to you, so that you may
not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ.” Notice that John did not tell the believers, “If anyone sins, make
sure that he confesses his sins.” No, his solution for a believer who sins is to
point him to the finished work of Jesus. Jesus is our Advocate before God
and it is because of His and to start enjoying the waterfall of His
forgiveness, which perpetually cleanses us. It never stops. It keeps on
cleansing us. You know that negative thought that you had of me a few
minutes ago? Well, that has been cleansed too!

“Let me tell you a story about a little boy who used to play in the woods just
a short distance away from the dilapidated hut that he lived in. His parents

1 Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 108.
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were too poor to buy him any toys, so he had to make do with whatever he
could find. One day, he chanced upon a stone that was unlike any that he
had ever seen. The polished surface of the stone glistened in his hands and
winked at him each time he turned it around in the sunlight. It was his very
own treasure and he loved it. The boy did not dare bring it back to his home
as there was nowhere in the hut he could hide it. He decided to dig a deep
hole under some bushes and hide his precious possession there.

“The next day, the boy couldn’t wait to retrieve his stone and ran to its
hiding place as soon as the sun arose. But when his fingers finally found the
stone in its muddy hideaway, it was all grubby and stained, without any of
the luster that he loved so much. The boy took the stone to the stream and
carefully dipped it in, allowing the dirt to be washed away. Finally, it was
clean again and the boy’s heart swelled with pride at his coveted find. But
all too soon, the time came for the boy to head home and he had to return
the stone to its hiding place.

“Every day, the boy would rush to the spot where he had hidden the stone.
And every day, he would find its shiny surface smeared with mud and he
would trek to the river some distance away to wash it. This happened for a
while before he decided to solve the problem. That day, when it was almost
time for him to head home, the little boy took his stone to a small waterfall
and wedged it carefully between two rocks, right in the middle of the steady
flow of the waterfall. That night, the stone experienced a continual washing.
And that little boy never had to wash the stone again. Every time he
retrieved it, it gleamed in his hands, completely cleansed.”

What the little boy did with the stone initially can be likened to what
happens under the old covenant. Each time you sinned, you had to be
cleansed. But before you knew it, you would sin again, and you would have
to bring your sin offering of either a bullock or lamb to the priests to be
cleansed again. Some believers still think that this is our covenant today but

22 Wuest, p. 103
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let me declare to you that Jesus’ blood is far greater than the blood of bulls
and goats. The blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, bought us eternal
forgivenesse. The blood of bulls and goats in the old covenant could only
offer temporal forgiveness, and that’s why the children of Israel had to keep

bringing animal sacrifices to the priests over and over again, every time they
failed.

Jesus, however, died on the cross once and for allz. When you were born
again, you became a living stone and God placed you right under the
waterfall of His Son’s blood. Hence, every thought you have that is amiss,
every feeling that is not right, every action that is not correct, is washed
away! You are always kept clean and forgiven because of the continuous
cleansing of Jesus’ blood!

Consciousness Of Jesus’ Blood Brings Victory

Perhaps you are going through some challenges right now and you are
wondering, “How can the blood of Jesus bring me healing, prosperity and
victory in my marriage?”

My brothers and sisters, all you need to know is that you are being
constantly cleansed of all your sins. Once you believe that all your sins are
indeed forgiven and that God does not hold anything against you, faith will
spring forth. Faith will be there for healing. Faith will be there for
prosperity. Faith will be there for restoration in your marriage and family.
The continuous washing of Jesus’ blood qualifies you for any miracle that
you need in your life right now. Jesus said to the paralytic man, “Son, your
sins are forgiven you,” before He said, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to
your house.” (Mark 2:3—12). Why? Because Jesus knew that unless the man
had the assurance that all his sins had been forgiven, he would not have
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faith to be healed. This is what people need to hear. This is what we need to
teach in the church!

The devil’s strategy is to make you feel like you are not qualified to enter
God’s presence. He will bombard you with thoughts of condemnation,
accusing you of being unworthy for having wrong thoughts or saying harsh
words against someone. He will give you a thousand and one reasons why
you don’t qualify for God’s blessings. But the truth is that whatever wrong
feelings you had or whatever bad habit you had succumbed to, (or even if
you have gone through a divorce) the blood of Jesus keeps you clean.’

The Blood of Jesus Qualifies you to have Constant Access to the
Most High God.

Because you are under this waterfall of forgiveness, every prayer that you
make avails much. The blood of Jesus qualifies you to have constant access
to the Most High God. We overcome the devil by the blood of the Lamb.
When Monday comes and Tuesday rolls by, and your pastor is not there to
preach to you, do you know what you need to remind yourself of?

1 John 1:7 — “but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses
us from all sin.” ---1 John 1:7 NASB

His blood keeps on keeping on cleansing you from every sin. Twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a week, His blood is cleansing you. And any time
and every time you pray, your prayer hits the mark.

My brothers and sisters cease from depending on your own efforts to
maintain your forgiveness and begin to enjoy the extravagant waterfall of
God’s forgiveness every moment of the day. You’ll find peace for your soul

%4 Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 115.
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and the faith to reign in life will well up on the inside of you. You’ll see
miracles begin to unfold in your life
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Chapter Nine: The Gift of No Condemnation

The devil is smarter than many psychiatrists and psychologists because he
does not deal with what is peripheral. He does not get distracted by
superficial details. Do you know what the devil’s name is? His name is not
“murderer”, even though he kills. It is not “thief”, even though he steals. It
is not “destroyer” either, even though he destroys. His name is Satan. In
Hebrew, it means “the accuser”3. He is the prosecutor against you. A
prosecutor never talks about any of your good points. He is there to
prosecute you for every one of your failures. He will bring back every piece
of dirty laundry and show you evidence after evidence of your failures.
While we are trying to deal with stress and fear, the devil goes straight for
the deepest root, and uses the law to heap guilt and condemnation on you.
He knows that when you are under condemnation, fear, stress and all kinds
of sicknesses will follow, so he goes straight for the jugular.

When you are under condemnation, fear, stress and all kinds of sicknesses
will follow.

What should we do then? We should kill condemnation at its very root and
eradicate it from our lives. When you hear the voice of the accuser, remind
yourself that there is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ4.
Why? Because no matter what the devil condemns you of, the truth is that
the blood of Jesus has been shed for the forgiveness of all your sins. There
1s not a sin, not one iota of guilt or condemnation that the devil can throw at
you today that Jesus’ blood has not completely removed.

No wonder Isaiah chapter 54 says that no weapon formed against you shall
prosper. What is the weapon that the devil uses against you? We have
learned that it is the law. The devil uses the law to condemn believers and
remind them that they have fallen short. But the Word of God declares, “No
weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises
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against you in judgment you shall condemn.” (Isaiah 54:17). The devil uses
his tongue to speak words of guilt and condemnation to you, but by the
blood of Jesus, you have the authority and the power to condemn every
word of judgment that comes against you!

The Gift Of No Condemnation

“Dr. Charles, if believers know that there is now no condemnation for them,
won’t they go out and sin?”

Well, it is obvious that Jesus did not think so. Do you remember what He
said to the woman who was caught in adultery?

John 8:10-11

“When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said
to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned
you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I
condemn you; go and sin no more.” —John 8:10-11 NKJV

Now, pay close attention to this: Jesus gave her the gift of “no
condemnation” before He told her to go and sin no more. Yet, the church
today says, “Go and sin no more first, and only then will we not condemn
you.” That’s the reason people are shying away from churches. It is not
because they are rebelling against Jesus. It is because they have not been
introduced to the Jesus who gives the guilty sinner the gift of no
condemnation!

Too often, non-believers have only been introduced to Christianity as a set
of rules that only judges and condemns them. If you conduct a poll among

non-believers to find out what they know about Christianity, many of them
would probably be familiar only with the Ten Commandments. They know
only about the law that kills and not the Person who came to bring life!
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But my dear brother or sister, Christianity is not about laws. It is about Jesus
and how He shed His blood for the forgiveness of our sins, for without
blood, the Bible says that there is no forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 9:22).
That is why Christianity is a relationship based on the shed blood of Jesus
Christ. His blood washed away all our sins, and the laws that we were
supposed to fulfill, He fulfilled on our behalf. Even Jesus Himself came
against legalism. His strongest words were said to the religious Pharisees
and not the sinners. I challenge you to find any instance in the Bible where

Jesus called tax collectors or prostitutes a “brood of vipers”!®>

Now, let’s come back to the story of the woman caught in adultery. Let me
ask you a question: Was the woman guilty? Yes, she was, absolutely. There
is no doubt about that. The Bible states that she was “caught in adultery, in
the very act” (John 8:4). But instead of condemning her according to the law
of Moses, which required her to be stoned to death. The law of Moses
always ministers condemnation and death (--the same as many “religious”
people today), it cannot save the guilty sinner, Jesus showed her grace and
gave her the gift of no condemnation.

Do you think that the woman would go off, look for her lover, and jump
back into bed with him after she had received the gift of no condemnation?
No, of course not! It is obvious that Jesus believed that when someone
really has a revelation that God does not condemn them, they would have
the power to get out of the vicious circle of sin. They would have the power
to “go and sin no more™!

What are you going to put your trust in today? Jesus’ grace which swallows
up sin? Or man’s fears that believers would use “grace” as a license for
them to sin?

% Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 164-165.
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Condemnation Perpetuates The Cycle Of Defeat

Let me tell you this: If you are under condemnation, you are doomed to
repeat your sin. Why? Because when you are under condemnation, you feel
guilty and condemned, and you believe that fellowship with God is broken.
And since you believe that God is far away, you will end up committing that
sin again. You may do something good that makes you feel that you have
restored fellowship with God, but when you fail again, you start receiving
condemnation again, and the cycle of defeat continues.

Jesus’ method of countering sin is completely different. When you sin, He
says to you, “Neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more.” When you
receive the gift of no condemnation from Him, you will know beyond any
doubt that fellowship with God is never broken because the blood of Jesus
continually cleanses you. Believing that you are the righteousness of God
through Christ Jesus and simply receiving the gift of no condemnation give
you the power to go and sin no more.”®

Do Not Back Away From Grace

“Dr. Charles, I know of someone who says that he is under grace, but is
clearly living in sin. Can a person be under grace and still live in sin?”

My brother or sister, do not back away from the gospel of grace just because
you see some negative examples. The Bible says that sin shall not have
dominion over you when you are not under law but under grace8. So if you
are living in sin, you are definitely not under grace. You are not enjoying
the gift of no condemnation and the free, unmerited favor of God. That is
why sin has dominion over you. You cannot claim to be under grace when
you continue to live in sin!” Such people become agents that the devil uses
to instill suspicion and fear against the gospel of grace. But our part is not to

% Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 165-166.
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back away from the gospel that Jesus preached just because a very small
group of people use grace as an excuse for their lifestyle of sin.

If someone has really known and experienced grace and the gift of no
condemnation, he or she will NOT want to live in sin. Sin will be the last
thing on their mind! Let me put it very clearly: Anyone who is living in sin
is not under grace and has not experienced the gift of no condemnation.
Grace always results in victory over sin!

The Power To Sin No More

I believe that most believers desire to live lives that are glorifying to God
and that most of us normal, rational human beings are NOT looking for an
excuse to sin. But there is a struggle which Paul himself wrote about: “For
what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.”(Romans
7:15).

[ am writing to believers who have this genuine struggle with the law and
who like Paul are crying out, “O wretched man that [ am! Who will deliver
me from this body of death?” (Romans 7:24)

If this is your cry, then this is written especially for you: The person who
will deliver you is Jesus. His amazing, incredible grace will save every
“wretched man”. In all your helplessness, all your weaknesses and all your
vulnerabilities, Jesus looks at you with His tender loving eyes and says to
you, “Where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?
Neither do I condemn you. Go and sin no more.” (John 8:10-11)

Every time you fail in thought, word or deed, receive this afresh: There is
now no condemnation to those who are in Christ. When Jesus died on the
cross, all your failures were already condemned in His body. Today, you are
free to live a victorious life not because of your obedience to the law, but
because of your obedience of faith in Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
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Every time you fail in thought, word or deed, receive this afresh: There is

now no condemnation to those who are in Christ.®’

Paul said, “For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the
flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on
account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh.”11 What the law could not
do, God did (notice the use of the past tense) by sending His Son. The law
could not save the “wretched man” that we were. It could only condemn us.
But God saved us by placing all the guilt, punishment and condemnation for
our sins on Jesus’ body at Calvary.

Your inheritance today is no longer guilt, punishment and condemnation for
your sins, but righteousness, peace and joy through Jesus Christ. This is
God’s way for you to experience effortless success in your life. He has
already done it all on your behalf. Your part is simply to believe and
receive. That is how you walk in victory over sin, addictions, negative
thoughts and every cycle of defeat that has you in bondage. Good news?
That is the gospel of Jesus Christ!

97 Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 168.

61



Chapter Ten: Condemnation Kills

One of the things that [ was taught during my formative years as a Christian
was that I had to search my heart for sin before I could worship the Lord. I
was told to bow my head and search my heart for sin. Each time I did so, |
felt like I was entering a dark and dingy storeroom filled with cobwebs. I
pictured myself peering around and searching for all my sins with a little
torchlight. And the more I searched, the more I felt unworthy to worship the
Lord. The more I probed, the more I found, and I would start to feel too
condemned to even think that I was qualified to enter His holy presence.

So instead of being more conscious of the love of my Savior, I became more
and more self-conscious — more conscious of my sins, uncleanness, guilt
and unworthiness. Initially, my hands would be raised and I’d be all ready to
praise and worship God, but the more I searched my heart for sin, the more
my hands would hang down with dejection and my head bow down with
disappointment. How could I worship God? How could I have the courage
and audacity to enter His courts with praise?

Come To Him Just As You Are

As I grew and matured in the things of God, I realized that the idea that you
had to be “right” before you could worship Jesus is man’s tradition. The
woman in Luke chapter 7, who came to Jesus with an alabaster flask of
fragrant oil, simply fell at His feet and worshipped Him. She washed His
feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair before anointing them with
the oil. The Bible clearly records that the woman was a sinner, but it says
nothing about her searching her heart or confessing her sins before she
worshipped Jesus. She worshipped Him just as she was, and after that, Jesus
said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” (Luke 7:37-39, 48).

Whatever your need is, come to Jesus. He is your Savior, your healer, your
provider and your peace. He is your “I AM”. I think that the devil has tried
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to rob us of this tremendous truth. Whatever your need is, whether you are
mired in debt, trapped in a particular sin or fearful for your future, come to
Jesus. He is your Savior. He is your healer. He is your provider. He is your
peace. He is your forgiveness. He is your “I AM”, which means that He is
the great “I AM” for whatever situation you are facing in your life.

Whatever lack you may be facing right now, He is your solution. Come and
worship Him just as you are, and He will meet you at your point of need.
You don’t have to worry about your sin because you are worshipping your
forgiver. You don’t have to worry about your sickness because you are
worshipping your healer. If believers really knew this truth, even wild
horses would not be able to stop them from coming to worship God!

Do you know anyone who cleans himself before he takes a bath? Sounds
ridiculous, right? Yet, there are people who avoid going to Jesus because
they feel that they should “straighten things out” in their lives first. Can’t
they see that what they’re really saying is that they need to clean themselves
before they can take a bath? Come on, Jesus is the “bath” that makes us
clean! He is the solution and He will help us straighten out what we will
never be able to straighten out on our own. The lie that you have to clean
yourself first is so entrenched in the church that many believers say, “Pastor,

I don’t want to come to Jesus until I make my life right.””®

If that is your refrain, then the sad truth is that you will never come to Jesus
because you will never come to a place where you can make your life
“right”. Come to the bath and the bath will make you clean. Come just as
you are with all your sins, and Jesus will wash you clean of all guilt and
condemnation.

The world needs to hear this truth, and not be given a bunch of do’s and
don’ts. Preach the truth and the world will come flocking to churches for
their answers. They are searching for the real thing and that’s what we can

%8 Prince, Destined to Reign, p. 171.
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offer them. But the real thing is not found in two pieces of stone. You
cannot have a relationship with the cold, hard and impersonal law engraved
on stones. But you can definitely have a relationship with our Savior Jesus
Christ. He 1s warm, loving and full of grace. People will flock to where the
true gospel of Jesus is being preached — the gospel that God commissioned
Paul to preach, the gospel of grace, forgiveness and no more
condemnation!®’

God’s Grace Will Teach You To Deny Ungodliness

Do you know what can produce character, godliness and the fruit of the
Holy Spirit in the body of Christ? Contrary to what some preachers of the
law are saying, it is the unadulterated gospel of the grace of God that will
produce all these good fruit. The Bible states it plainly: “For the grace of
God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age.”(Titus 2:11-12). Clearly, it is the “grace of God”
that will produce sober, righteous and godly living!

What I love about preaching the gospel of grace is that God’s Word is
always being preached in its context. I honestly don’t understand how those
who oppose grace can still teach within the context of the Scriptures. It is
not the “law of God” that appeared to teach man how to deny ungodliness
and worldly lust. Yet, this is what you hear being preached all the time.

It is time to emphasize what the Bible emphasizes. The new covenant is all
about the grace of God that brings salvation. And grace is not a teaching.
Grace is not a doctrine. Grace is not a topic in Bible school curricula. Grace
is a person and His name is Jesus. Grace “appeared to all men” teaching us
the secret to godliness, character and holiness. He showed us that it is all
found in Him and His work on the cross. When you have Him, you are

% Tbid.
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godly. When you have Him, you are made righteous. When you have Him,
good character will manifest. When you have Him, you are made holy!'%

Understanding Holiness

What is holiness? The conventional understanding of holiness is that it is
about doing right. But check the word “holiness” in the original Greek and
you will find that it is the word hagiasmos, which means ‘“‘separation to
God!!, Therefore, being holy means that you have been set apart, made
uncommon from the rest of the world of unbelievers.

In the old covenant, when God set the children of Israel apart from the
world, He insulated them from the plagues that were brought against Egypt.
God takes care of His own. In the old covenant, He provided for the
Israelites and protected them because they were made holy and set apart
unto Him by the blood of bulls and goats. How much more for us in the new
covenant, who are made holy and set apart unto God forever by the blood of

the everlasting sacrifice of Jesus Christ!!%?

My brother or sister, God does not require you to search your heart and
locate your sins before you can worship Him. When the psalmist David
cried out, “Search me, O God, and know my heart,”4 he was asking God to
search him. He was not searching his heart himself. In any case, today, all
that God will find if He searches you is your righteousness in Jesus Christ,
for He sees you as righteous, holy and forgiven. He has already declared,
“Your sins and your lawless deeds I will remember no more.” (Hebrews
8:12)

How do you see yourself today? Are you more conscious of your sins, or are
you more conscious of your righteousness and what Jesus’ blood has done?

100 prince, Destined to Reign, p. 173.
191 Strong, NT: 38.
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Tradition has taught us to be occupied with self, but grace teaches us to be
occupied with Christ. The more you are occupied with yourself, the more
dejected, oppressed and depressed you become. From whichever angle you

see yourself, you’ll see ugliness, unworthiness and disqualification.!®

To be occupied with Christ is to turn away from self and to see Jesus. He is
like a precious diamond. When you hold Him up in the light of God’s Word,
whichever way you turn Him, He sparkles with rays of beauty, perfection,
righteousness, holiness and wholeness. Can you see that? Look away from
your own frailty and see Jesus because the Word of God says, “As He is, so
are you in this world.” (1 John 4:17) Is Jesus holy? Then so are you!

Just how holy are you? Earlier on, I explained that you are not made holy by
your thoughts and actions. You are made holy because of Jesus’ sacrifice on
the cross. Now, let’s go just a little deeper to examine the sacrifice that was
made on your behalf.

The book of Leviticus talks about the five offerings of the old covenant:
The burnt offering, peace offering, meal offering, sin offering and trespass
offering. These offerings are shadows or typologies of what our Lord Jesus
accomplished when He offered His life for us on the cross. Jesus, as our
sacrificial offering, did such an amazing work that it takes five offerings to
depict the one act of His sacrifice on the cross! I will just focus on two of
the more important offerings in this book — the burnt offering and the sin
offering.!%

The Sin Offering

Let’s focus on the sin offering first. According to the law, a man must bring
a sin offering to the priest whenever he sins. Imagine that you are living in

103 Thid, p. 174.
104 Thid, p. 173.
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Old Testament times. You have sinned and you are now bringing a lamb as
your sin offering to the priest.

The first thing that will happen is that the priest will examine the lamb to
ensure that it has no blemishes. The lamb must be without blemish and
perfect because it speaks of Jesus’ perfection. Jesus knew no sin and
committed no sin. He is the true sacrificial Lamb without blemish.

After the priest has examined your sin offering, you must lay your hands on
its head. Why must you lay your hands on the lamb’s head? Laying hands
on the animal that you bring to the priest is an act of identification. When
you lay your hands on your sin offering, your sins are transferred to the
innocent lamb. After you lay your hands on the lamb, you must kill it. The
lamb must die because all your sins have been transferred to its body. And

because it dies bearing your sins, you can go free.!?

In the same way, Jesus had to die on the cross with your sins so that you
might go free. He was not murdered. He came to lay down His life for you
and me7. He chose to become our sin offering on the cross. That is why,
when John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world!”8 That is why Apostle Paul said, “For He
made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us.” (2 Cor. 5:21).

Do you know what all this means, my brothers and sisters? It means that the
moment you received Jesus Christ into your life, all your sins were
transferred to Jesus... forever! Jesus died in your place as your sin offering,
so that you might go free. What a wonderful Savior we have!

By Jesus’ one sacrifice, you are forever perfected, every single day for the
rest of your life.

105 Thid, p. 175-176.
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But there is a big difference between the sin offering in the Old Testament
and Jesus’ sacrifice for you on the cross. In the Old Testament, the blood of
bulls and goats could only provide a temporal covering for sin. Every time
man failed, he had to offer another sin offering. Praise be to God that in the
new covenant, the Bible declares that “by one offering He has perfected
forever those who are being sanctified” (Hebrews 10:14).

The blood of bulls and goats could never take away sins, so the sacrifices
had to be offered repeatedly. But Jesus’ sacrifice was “once for all”
(Hebrews 10:10). It is a complete and finished work, and He never needs to
be sacrificed again! Jesus is the perfect sin offering. His blood does not just
cover your sins temporarily. All your sins have been removed permanently!
Even if you fail tomorrow, Jesus would not need to be offered again. His
sacrifice has perfected you... for how long? Forever! You are forever
perfected, every single day for the rest of your life. The blood of Jesus is
continually cleansing you. You are now under the waterfall of forgiveness
and you are sanctified perpetually. Hallelujah!!%

The Burnt Offering

The sin offering speaks of your sins being transferred to the body of Jesus
on the cross. That is why God does not want you to be conscious of your
sins today. He wants you to be conscious of your forgiveness.

Let’s look at the burnt offering now. The burnt offering is beautiful because
while the sin offering speaks of Jesus taking your sins on His own body, the
burnt offering speaks of the righteousness of Jesus being transferred to you

at the cross.

When you read the book of Leviticus, you will see that of the five offerings,
God put the sin offering last and the burnt offering first. Man puts it the
other way around — we first come to God with all our sins, and all our sins

196 prince, Destined to Reign, p. 177.
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are judged as a sin offering at the cross of Jesus. There is nothing wrong
with this order, but God does not expect us to stop there. He wants us to
know that Jesus did not just die for our sins, He also died as our burnt
offering to make us well-pleasing, righteous and favored before God. That
1s why when the burnt offering is offered, it ascends as a “sweet aroma” to
the Lord12. (There is no sweet aroma in the sin offering.) The sweet aroma
from the burnt offering speaks of Jesus’ beauty, perfection and loveliness to
the Father.!"’

This may be the first time you are hearing all this, so let me reiterate the
difference. The sin offering speaks of your sins being transferred to Jesus,
while the burnt offering speaks of Jesus’ worthiness before God, His
acceptance before God and His delight before His Father being transferred
to you. Today, God favors you in exactly the same way He favors His Son.

If you believe that you don’t deserve success but deserve to be punished,
you will unconsciously punish yourself and cause yourself to fail.

Unfortunately, there are believers today who only understand that they have
been forgiven. They do not understand that they have been made righteous
as well by the cross of Jesus. Because of this, they have allowed themselves
to come under condemnation. If this describes you, then rejoice — let the
truth that God sees you clothed with the righteousness of His Son, because
Jesus became your burnt offering at the cross, set you free today from every

guilt and condemnation!!%®

Self-Condemnation Is Destructive

The reason that some believers are sick, depressed and oppressed is that
instead of being conscious of their righteousness in Christ, they have sin on

197 pPrince, Destined to Reign, p. 177-178.
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their conscience. The moment they sin, they unconsciously feel that
someone (usually themselves) must pay.

If this describes you, then pay attention because I am going to tell you what
happens to you when you are conscious of your sins, instead of your
forgiveness and righteousness. When you sin and come under
condemnation, your mind and body begin to say, “He wants to punish
himself, so let’s make him pay.” Your body will respond to this need for
punishment, and you may start to develop depression and sickness in your
body. Many believers are sick today not because of sin, for sin has already
been punished on the body of Jesus, but because of condemnation. In the
earlier chapters, we looked at condemnation from the accuser, but now I am
talking to you about self-condemnation and your unconscious desire to
inflict punishment on yourself when you know that you have sinned.!%

My brother or sister, self-condemnation is destructive. When you fail to see
that Jesus has already borne your punishment, you will punish yourself, or
take it out on your family with verbal or even physical abuse. If you believe
that you deserve to be punished and that you do not deserve success, you
will unconsciously activate a self-sabotaging mechanism to punish yourself
and cause yourself to fail. You could be on the brink of a lucrative business
contract, or about to embark on an exciting career opportunity, but
somehow, you find yourself doing something that sabotages the entire deal
and causes it to crumble before your eyes. Why? Because deep down you
think that you do not deserve it.

Self-condemnation also manifests itself with destructive effect in
relationships. If you are in a wonderful relationship with somebody who
really loves and cares for you, you will inevitably do something that
sabotages the relationship because again, something inside tells you that you
do not deserve to be loved by this person.

109 Thid, p. 179.
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Psychiatrists will tell you that a person with such behavior is driven by guilt
and has a perpetual sense of wanting to punish himself. The world has all
kinds of fancy terms to describe people who exhibit an unconscious desire
for punishment, but it cannot show you how to overcome it. It takes a

revelation of the finished work of Jesus to overcome it.!'°

Beloved, wake up and realize that Jesus has already been punished on your
behalf. Stop condemning and punishing yourself because Jesus has already
been condemned and punished on your behalf! If you say that you believe
that God has forgiven you of all your sins, then why are you still feeling
guilty? The existence of guilt and condemnation in your life tells you that

you do not really believe that all your sins have been forgiven.'!!

In the Old Testament, the Israelites had a consciousness of sins because
their repeated sacrifices reminded them of their sins. The blood of bulls and
goats just could not take away sins (Hebrews 10:1-4). However, today,
believers have no business living with sin-consciousness because Jesus,
their once-for-all sin offering, has already taken away all their sins! And
because of the burnt offering of Jesus, they should be living with
righteousness-consciousness!

Pay Attention If You Desire To Glorify God

Let me just qualify that I am writing to believers who have a desire to
glorify God in their lives but are struggling with guilt and condemnation. If
you are living in sin and have no desire to leave this kind of lifestyle, that’s
a different story. You can try not to be sin-conscious all you like, but you
will not succeed simply because you are living in sin (for example, staying
in an adulterous affair with no desire to terminate it). Get out of that
lifestyle of sin by the grace of God!

10 Thid, p. 180.
1 bid, p. 181.
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Do you understand that there is a distinction? You can be struggling with
sin-consciousness even though you are not living in sin. I am writing to
those of you who desire to break out of the cycle of defeat that self-
condemnation brings. I am writing to those of you who are trapped in the lie
that you do not deserve success in life. [ am writing to those of you who
want to stop sabotaging yourself because of guilt and condemnation. I am
writing to those of you who are not living in sin but are nevertheless

struggling with sin-consciousness. '!2

Beloved, I am writing to those of you who have been robbed of the boldness
to enter God’s presence and worship Him because after “searching your
heart”, you have convinced yourself that you do not qualify. If [ am
describing you, my friend, I pray that today will be the day of your freedom.

Jesus Was An Overpayment For All Your Sins

You and I owed God a sin debt that we could never pay. But Jesus has
already paid our debt. In fact, He OVERPAID it so that we would never
have the debt on our conscience ever again! Let me share an illustration
with you that I pray will open your eyes to just how fully paid your debt is.

I’'m going to use two of my friends for this illustration —Henry and Joe.
Let’s say that you borrowed $50,000 from Joe and promised to pay him
back in a month. But as time went by, you simply could not pay him the
money. Now, even if Joe does not ask you for the money, what would
happen to your relationship with him because of this debt on your
conscience? Would you be going up to him and slapping him on the back,
saying, “Hey, brother, how are you?” No way! If you ran into Joe, you
would probably sheepishly mutter something like, “Oh, hi... er... sorry, I
have to go now, see you around... er... sometime.” Most of the time, you
would probably go out of your way to avoid him.

"2 Ibid, p. 181-182.
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Now, imagine that one day, Henry hears about your debt to Joe. And let’s
say that Henry is a billionaire and a good friend to you. He needs to fly off
to Paris, but before he leaves, he goes to Joe to find out how much you owe
him. Lawrence tells him that you owe him $50,000. Henry gives him $1
million! Of course, Joe is shocked. He protests, saying that you do not owe
him that much money. But Henry insists on giving him US $1 million
because Henry loves you and wants to make sure that you will never feel the
debt on your heart ever again.

So your debt is more than paid. But two things could still happen that would
result in the debt remaining on your conscience. Let’s imagine that Henry
had to rush off to Paris and had no time to speak to you, so he tasks one of
his assistants to inform you that your debt has already been paid. But when
the assistant speaks to you, he fails to fully convey the fact that your debt
has been paid, and that Lawrence has in fact, been enriched by Henry
because of the debt you owed him. The assistant says, “Er... I was told to
tell you that your debt has been paid. But I’'m not very sure of the details, so
maybe it would be good for you to continue paying Lawrence whatever you

2

can.

What happened in this scenario? The messenger failed to convey the good
news, and you are left with no assurance that your debt has really been paid
and that you are free of it. This is sad, but do you know that this is precisely
what is happening in the body of Christ? People are being told by preachers
that Jesus did cry out “It is finished!” on the cross, but they are also being
told that they still have to continue paying for their sin debts!

Let me ask you, once you have finished repaying the bank loan that you
took for purchasing your house, do you still have to send in the monthly
payments? Of course not! You should stop sending your checks to the bank
because your debt has already been paid. If you continue to send those
checks, you are wasting your time and money!
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Let’s look at another possible scenario. Let’s say that Henry could not get in
touch with you before flying off to Paris, so he tells a good friend of yours
to tell you the good news that your debt has been fully paid. Your friend is
so excited for you that he drives to your house even though it’s midnight
and tells you, “Hallelujah! I’ve got good news for you! Your debt has been
paid. In fact, it’s more than paid! You owed Lawrence $50,000, but Henry

'9’

gave Joe $1 million to settle your debt

The messenger has conveyed the good news to you. It’s now up to you, the
hearer, to believe the message. You can respond in disbelief, asking, “Are
you sure? I’ve owed this debt for such a long time and now you’re telling
me that it’s all paid up? You’re pulling my leg!” Or you can shout,
“Hallelujah!” and rejoice over this unmerited gift from Henry that has
cleared your debt completely! When the messenger has conveyed the good
news to you, it’s now up to you to believe the message.

Let me ask you this: If you don’t believe the good news, is your debt still
paid? One more time: If you refuse to believe that your debt has already
been paid, is it still paid? Yes! Your unbelief does not change the fact that
your debt has been fully paid. BUT your unbelief means that you will still
have debt on your conscience, and this will affect you negatively because
every time you see Lawrence, you will still feel ashamed and want to avoid
him! In contrast, if you believe the good news, you will not be avoiding Joe.
In fact, knowing that he has become a millionaire because Henry overpaid
your debt, you may even be bold enough to call him up and ask him for a
treat!

My dear brothers and sisters, Jesus has already paid your sin debt fully. Do
you know what you are doing each time you allow that debt to remain on
your conscience? Every time you are sin-conscious, you are insulting the
payment of our Lord Jesus Christ. You are saying that it is not enough. You
are saying that the cross is not enough. And you know what? You are also
insulting the One who received the payment for your sin debt. Each time
you try to pay off your sin debt which has already been paid, you are saying
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that God is not satisfied with Jesus’ payment even though the truth is that
He is more than satisfied with Jesus’ overpayment. Jesus is the beloved Son
of the living God. How can you say that His sacrifice is not enough?

Does it really matter if you condemn yourself and allow your sin debt to
remain on your conscience even after Jesus has overpaid it? Yes, it matters
because apart from dishonoring the work of Jesus on the cross, sin-
consciousness makes you avoid God, and can produce in you....

condemnation, sicknesses, diseases, depression and a cycle of sin!!!?

Listen closely, my brothers and sisters, because of who Jesus is and the
value of that one Man, the price that He paid for our sins was an
overpayment. All the sinners put together cannot compare with the value of
that one Man. Believe the good news and draw near to your Savior today!
The Word of God declares to you that you can have “boldness to enter the
Holiest by the blood of Jesus” (Hebrews 10:19). It declares to you that you
can draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having your heart
sprinkled from an evil conscience and your body washed with pure waterl5.
Rejoice, beloved!

Listen More To The Gospel Of Jesus

“Dr. Charles, I want to stop being so conscious of my sins, but how can I do
that?”

The way out of sin-consciousness is to hear more teaching on the finished
work of Jesus, and how His blood has cleansed and forgiven you of all your
sins. When you receive Jesus as your sin offering, your heart will be
sprinkled with His blood from an “evil conscience” because your sins have
already been punished on His body. An evil conscience is a conscience that
1s constantly conscious of your sins. As you listen to Christ-exalting
teachings, you will begin to be more conscious of your forgiveness than of

113 Tbid, p. 185.
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your sins. And the moment you stop carrying sin-consciousness and
condemnation in your mind and heart, you will be washed with the pure
water of God’s Word, which will begin to affect your physical body and
bring healing to every part that is not well!

Some Christians are not able to receive healing because they are not able to
receive forgiveness. They are still sin-conscious and doubt their
forgiveness. They believe that God may have forgiven their past sins, but
not the sins of their whole life. God knows that people need the assurance
that their sins are forgiven before they can receive healing in their bodies, so
the Bible makes this very clear. In Psalm 103, when the psalmist lists the
“benefits” from the Lord, he starts with “who forgives all your iniquities”
before moving on to “who heals all your diseases”.

When the man sick with the palsy was lowered through the roof and placed
before Jesus, Jesus said, “Son, your sins are forgiven you,” before telling
him to arise, take up his bed and go to his house (Matthew 9:2-7). Your sins
are forgiven you, beloved. Stop punishing and condemning yourself! It’s
time for you to freely receive your miracle from God! “But I have sinned.
How can there be no punishment for my sin?”

I do not deny that sin must be punished, but I am declaring to you that all
your sins have already been punished on the body of Jesus. He is your
perfect sin offering and we who have received His forgiveness should have
no more consciousness of sins.

Stop examining yourself and searching your heart for sin. Remember that
when someone brings his sin offering to the priest, the priest does not
examine him. He examines the sin offering. The priest is a picture of God.
When you go to Him today, God does not examine you. He examines your
sin offering. He examines Jesus, who is completely perfect and sinless,
without spot, wrinkle or blemish. God accepts Jesus as your sin offering,
and every one of your sins has been transferred onto His body!
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Stop punishing yourself. Jesus has already been punished for your sins.
Believe it and let your conscience be satisfied! Start enjoying all His
benefits because they are your blood-bought rights. Read Psalm 103 and
realize that forgiveness is yours. Healing is yours. Redemption from
destruction is yours. Being crowned with loving kindness and tender
mercies is yours. Renewal of youth is yours. Hallelujah! Simply believe that
your sin debt has been settled and walk in these blessings today!

Stop punishing yourself. Jesus has already been punished for your sins.

Believe it and let your conscience be satisfied!!!'

14 1bid, 187-188.

77



Chapter Eleven: The God Who Seeks The Shunned

She waited patiently until the coast was clear and the service had stated. She
didn’t want to run into any of the other women who had made it painfully
clear to her that her presence was repugnant to them. She could no longer
stand the gossip, snide remarks, and disapproving eyes. Several weeks ago
as she was nearing the sanctuary, the other women, fully aware that she was
within earshot, began warning one another to keep their husbands far away
from her.

“She’s a seductress!” one had whispered loudly. “Do you know that she has
had five husbands from other churches?”” Another woman had chimed in:

“And the man whom she’s living with now is not even her husband.”

Nursing each other’s insecurities, they began to make all kinds of baseless
accusations about her.

“She’s a loose woman!”

“She’ll steal your husband in a heartbeat.”

“Don’t you be taken in by her innocent doe eyes and beguiling smile!”
Juicy variations of her “husband stealing” prowess had soon spread
throughout the church where she lived like a swarm of locusts, devouring
every remaining shred of her dignity.

She had quickly become an outcast in the church. No one dared to befriend
her. Since moving to this church, she had tried everything to keep her past

under wraps. However, once the news broke, no one cared to hear her side
of the story. She was pigeonholed as the woman with a shady past. The

78



verdict was already in— she was a home wrecker! What else was there to
know?

It had been weeks since she had spoken to anyone. Wild stories about why
she had had five husbands spread virally through the church grapevine. To
insulate herself and avoid further contact with the other ladies, she had
devised a system. Since all the women would be visiting at the reception
table between Sunday School and the service, she would only take her seat
in the service, after it had started. She would much rather a few minutes of
the service than bear the heat of their scorn and ridicule or the cuts of their
razor-sharp tongues. Every Sunday since then, she had come quietly to the
church, interacting with no one at all, and faded back into nonexistence after
getting her fill of the life-giving words each week.

Unbeknownst to her, on this day, as she was waiting patiently for the
service to begin, the Sun of righteousness was already by the entrance
waiting for her.

A Savior Who Reaches Out to the Imperfect

You can actually read about this woman in the Gospel of John (see John 4:
1—42). When you read her story or any story in the Bible, I encourage you
to activate your imagination— not to change the meaning of the biblical
accounts, but to draw out the essence of the details and gems that God has
for your benefit. Put yourself in the narrative. These characters are not part
of a fictional story. They are real people, with real challenges and a very real
Savior! I took the liberty of changing a few details in the story to illustrate
that Jesus’ response to a person and their struggles, and the churches
response to a person and their struggles is not always the same. And, it His
response that is the one we need to focus on!

There are no insignificant details in the Bible. It tells us specifically that it
was about noon when Jesus was at the well waiting for the woman. It also
records that Jesus was traveling from Judea to Galilee and that “He had to
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go through Samaria” (John 4: 4 NLT). The New King James Version says
that “He needed to go through Samaria,” and the King James Version puts it
this way: “He must needs go through Samaria.”

Had to. Needed to. Must. Words that speak not just of necessity but
underscore a steady resolve and even urgency!

Jesus’ disciples must have been surprised when He said that He needed to
go through Samaria. They had never taken that route before to Galilee. It
was the custom of the Jews of that day to avoid any contact with the
Samaritans, whom they perceived to be spiritually inferior. Jesus’ disciples
didn’t know that He had deliberately scheduled a divine appointment with

the woman at the well.!'?

We know from the account found in John chapter 4 that this ostracized,
lonely woman had a life-transforming conversation with Jesus at the well.
But make no mistake— it wasn’t she who sought out Jesus to talk to Him. It
was Jesus who pursued the one whom others shunned.

Do you know that He is still doing that today? Do you have a past that you
are ashamed of? Are you struggling to overcome something that you know
is destroying you? Do you feel all alone and that no one understands the
pain you are going through?

[ want you to know that Jesus hasn’t changed. He is the same, yesterday,
today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8). Just as He was for the Samaritan
woman, the loving Savior is still your very present help in your time of need
(see Ps. 46: 1). He knows the suffering, the shame, and the struggles you are
going through right now. And even if what you are going through is a
consequence of bad life choices and mistakes of your own doing, He
doesn’t abandon and forsake you. No! He goes out of the way, just like He
did for this woman in Samaria, to have a personal appointment with you, to

115 Prince, The Power of Right Believing, p. 20.
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restore and rescue you. The fact that you are reading this right now is a
confirmation that Jesus is reaching out to you with His love, grace, and
forgiveness. My dear brother or sister, this is who Jesus is!!!®

He Comes to You in the Midst of Your Storm

Our Jesus comes to you at your point of need. When His disciples were out
at sea, caught in a turbulent storm and tossed by the waves, who came to
them in their darkest hour? It was Jesus Himself. Jesus came in style,
walking on the raging waters.

What does this tell you? That He is above the storms. He walks above— He
1s greater than— every adversity and every opposition that you may be
facing right now, and He comes, to you, to rescue you!

With the billowing waves beneath His feet, His first words to His disciples
were, “Don’t be afraid. Take courage. | am here!” (Matt. 14: 27 NLT).

What comfort those words must have brought to the disciples who were
exhausted and shaking with fear. Storms are good at doing that to you. They
overwhelm you. Wave after wave of relentless battering that knocks you off
your feet till you don’t know which side is up. Till every ounce of energy is
used up and you feel so weak, abandoned, and lonely.

But don’t go by these negative feelings and emotions you are experiencing,
my brother or sister. Live by the truth of God’s Word, which encourages
you to “be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid and do not panic... For
the LORD your God will personally go ahead of you. He will neither fail
you nor abandon you” (Deut. 31: 6 NLT). Our God is a personal and loving

116 Thid, P.20-21.
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God who is with you in your boat. He knows what storms are ahead and
how to lead you to victory every time. He cannot fail you!'!”

The Good Shepherd Goes Ahead of You

“Let me share with you a story from Jenny, about a golfing holiday she went
on with her husband in a mountain resort. That morning as they stood at the
first tee, there was a light mist overhanging the beautiful and serene green
golf course. She had been meditating on the Lord being her shepherd in
Psalm 23 and felt so loved by Him as she took in the picturesque, pastoral
landscape and the cool, clean mountain air. She pictured herself being led
by the good Shepherd, Jesus, who makes her lie down in tender green
pastures and leads her beside still waters.

“Even though Jenny had never played on that course before, she ended up
playing her best round of golf. How did that happen? It was because they
had an experienced caddy with them, and she had benefitted from every bit
of observation and advice that he had offered her. She wasn’t a regular
golfer and had been a little anxious about the challenges ahead, but the
caddy had assured her confidently, saying, “Don’t worry, I have thirty years
of experience on this golf course. I have been all over this course, and I am
familiar with every hazard and every trap that is ahead of you. I will show
you what to avoid and where to aim.” And by just heeding his guidance, her
golf ball landed on every fairway and she played the best round of golf in
her life!”!!8

My brothers and sisters, you have more than just an experienced caddy in
your life. You have the One who created the universe as the shepherd of
your life! This shepherd has been to your future. He knows every hazard
and every trap that is ahead, and He has laid out a path for you that is filled
with His favor. And even when you make a mistake or take a wrong turn in

7 Prince, The Power of Right Believing, p. 22.
118 Prince, The Power of Right Believing, p. 22-23.
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life, He is still with you to help and rescue you. Look at what the psalmist
says:

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. —
Psalm 23: 4 KJV

The Door of Hope in Your Valley of Trouble

Notice from the verse that it was not the good shepherd who led the psalmist
into the valley of trouble, as the psalmist says, “Yea, though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death...” Yet the Bible is so clear in stating that
even if your trouble is due to your own willfulness, God is still with you. He
has never left you, and He never will. He will never forsake you. You are
precious in His eyes. Can you imagine living life with that kind of
confidence, assurance, and peace? Then believe in no uncertain terms that
God will never abandon you and leave you in the lurch!!'"

In fact, the Bible says that God will turn the Valley of Achor into a door of
hope for you (see Hosea 2: 15). In the Hebrew, “Achor” means “trouble.” 12
So even if you find yourself in the valley of trouble, you will not remain
there for long. You will walk through it and not remain or camp there. God
1s opening a door of hope in your life today for you to step out of your
darkness and into His marvelous light (see 1 Pet. 2: 9). Things are going to
get better. The breakthroughs that you have been waiting for are coming
your way. Step through the door of hope and out of your valley of trouble
today. Jesus is your door of hope! Believe in His love for you and allow

Him to lead you to freedom.

Some people think that when they fail, God leaves them and only returns
when they get their act together. They think that they must clean up their

19 Ibid, p. 23-24
120 Brown, Driver & Briggs, OT: 5911.
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lives and overcome all their struggles on their own before they can come
before the presence of God. Well, I have a simple question for them: Do you
clean yourself before you take a bath? Of course not!

God wants us to come to Him just as we are, with all our weaknesses,
idiosyncrasies, wrong beliefs, hang-ups, and all our bondages, fears, and
addictions. He is the bath! So don’t try to clean yourself up before you come
to Him. In the presence of His love, His joy, and His grace, you will find
restoration, healing, and forgiveness. He will restore your life and transform
you from the inside out. Right now, He is extending His hand of grace, love,
and help to you. There is no shame in coming to Jesus just as you are. He
who knows you perfectly loves you perfectly!

To Know the Truth, Go to the Source

“But Dr. Charles, isn’t God disappointed and angry with me for all my
failings, mistakes, and sins? [’m too embarrassed to go to Him. I feel that I
should sort out all this mess in my life before I can go back to church, read
the Bible, and pray. “

[ understand how you feel. And I can tell you that you are not alone in those
sentiments. I have personally counseled with believers who feel exactly the
same way. But the most effective way to address our problems and wrong
beliefs is to go to God and find out the truth from His Word. In order to get
our believing right, we need to first discover what the “right beliefs” are,
based on the solid foundation of God’s Word. We can’t base our beliefs on
feelings, circumstances, human conjectures, or what we may have heard
someone say about God. We have to go to the source!

If you heard a rumor that someone you knew was saying horrible and
negative things about you, don’t believe it immediately. Go to the source
first. Ask this person if this is what he or she really said or if this is what he
or she really meant. Many people allow precious friendships and
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relationships to become fractured because they believe the rumors. They
become bitter, angry, and disappointed without ever verifying with the
person if he or she had actually said those nasty things.

In the same way, in the world we live in, there are all kinds of wrong beliefs
perpetuated about God: “God is angry at you.” “He is disappointed with
you.” “God is allowing all these negative things to happen to you because
He’s punishing you for your past sins.”

Please, DO NOT believe all this baseless gossip about God! Such
impressions of God have damaged many people’s relationships with Him,
and they live with a distorted perspective of who God really is. Instead of
receiving His love, His grace, and His forgiveness, they become afraid,
distant, and fearful of Him. Instead of allowing Jesus to come into their
situations, they live their life running away, avoiding and hiding from Him.
Come on, let’s honor God and go to the source.

So, what does the Bible— God’s own Word— say about Him? Let me quote
from one of my favorite psalms of David:

“The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in
mercy... He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us
according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so
great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the
west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”

—Psalm 103: 8, 10—-12 NKJV

Isn’t this a beautiful psalm? Don’t be thrown off by the phrase, “toward
those who fear Him.” Jesus defined the word “fear” as “worship” (see Deut.
6: 13 and Matt. 4: 10). So “those who fear Him” speaks of those who
reverence and honor God in their lives. It is not the practice of being fearful
or afraid of God. The whole context of this passage is about who and what
God really is— gracious and merciful. And I strongly encourage you to
memorize verse 10 if you can:
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“He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us according
to our iniquities.” Matthew 4:10 NKJV

God Abounds in Mercy Toward You

Let’s get back to your earlier question: Is God disappointed and angry with
you for your failures, mistakes, and sins? No! Read the above Scriptures
again. The point here is that as a child of God, all your failures, all your
mistakes, and all your sins have already been judged and punished on the
body of Jesus at the cross! That’s why God is no longer angry with you for
your sins and He doesn’t deal with you according to your sins. Because of
the cross, He deals with you according to His bountiful mercy and grace.!?!

Just in case you missed it, the psalm repeatedly stresses that God is
merciful. It tells us that “the LORD is merciful” and goes on, almost
immediately, to say again that He is “abounding in mercy.” In the King
James Version of the Bible, it says that God is “plenteous in mercy.” I like
the word “plenteous.” It speaks of abundance, excess, and lavishness. His
mercy toward you and I is plenteous. He abounds in mercy toward us!

My dear brother or sister, God has exhausted His anger toward all your sins
at the cross. The cross is an act of His love. If you ever doubt or question
God’s love for you, just turn your eyes to the cross. If God wants to deal
with us and punish us according to our sins, He wouldn’t have sent His Son
to be scourged, beaten, and crucified, but He did! This is the good news of
the gospel of grace. God sent His only beloved and precious Son to redeem
us from the penalty and punishment of sin.

Now, can you imagine how far the east is from the west? You cannot think
just in terms of the geographical boundaries of the earth. God is the Creator
of the universe. Let me ask you again, how far is the east side of the

121 Prince, The Power of Right Believing, p. 27.
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universe from the west side of the universe? Are you getting this? The
human mind cannot fathom the distance between the east and the west.
There are frontiers in the cosmos and galaxies beyond our own that our most
advanced telescopes cannot see. God thinks in infinite terms that our finite
minds cannot wrap around. And this God of the infinite universe declares in
the psalm that “as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our
transgressions from us!”

Let us reason together. How can God still be judging and punishing you for
your transgressions if He Himself has removed them? I can hear the chains
of your wrong beliefs about God falling to the ground as you read this! This
is what I call the power of right believing. You start to believe right when
you start to believe in His love for you. The truth is, we can’t go further if
you don’t first begin to believe that God is for you and not against you. The
first key to right believing is to be established in His grace, anchored in His
love, and secure in His mercy toward you.

From Self-Conscious to Savior-Conscious

Let’s return to the story of the woman at the well in Samaria, the one whom
Jesus went deliberately to meet. This woman had a past that she was terribly
ashamed of, which is why she came at noontime to draw water. She didn’t
want to meet anyone. What she didn’t know was that Jesus was there and
He wanted to meet her. He hadn’t come all that way to embarrass, judge, or
mock her. Read the account in John chapter 4 for yourself. Jesus drew her in
with His love, His grace, and His compassion. She never felt exposed or ill
at ease in His presence.

When she said that she had no husband, Jesus didn’t call her out and
humiliate her. Instead, knowing that she was self-conscious and insecure
about her background, He commended her twice by saying, “You have well
said, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had five husbands, and the one
whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly” (John 4:
17— 18). He sandwiched what He already knew about her between two
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compliments! Jesus must have spoken to her with so much compassion and
love in His eyes, and with no judgment or sarcasm in His voice, that it
caused this woman to let down her defenses and open up to Him.!??

By the time she left His presence, this self-conscious lady who once feared
meeting people was so occupied with Jesus’ love and acceptance that she
became an evangelist of Jesus and His grace. She went back to the village
and testified about Jesus (to the very people she had been terrified of
before), and the Bible records that “many of the Samaritans of that city
believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, ‘He told
me all that I ever did’” (John 4: 39).

In the same way, my brothers and sisters, Jesus is not out to embarrass you
today. He is here to meet you right where you are. He knows absolutely
everything that you have ever done and still loves you with an everlasting
love. Allow His love to change and transform you from within, just like it
did for the woman at the well.

Perhaps like the Samaritan woman, you know what it’s like to look for love
in all the wrong places. Today Jesus offers you true intimacy that fully
satisfies every aching need. He offers you a deep sense of rest that can only
be found in His perfect and unconditional love. Perhaps you’ve had a past
that has imprisoned you in shame, guilt, and self-loathing. Perhaps you’ve
allowed the things that you have done to convince you that you’ll never
have God’s acceptance or love. If you’ve always only known or heard of a
hard and judgmental God, a God who holds every misdeed you’ve ever
committed against you, then I challenge you to encounter the real Savior
who has already forgiven you and invites you to discover, taste, and
experience for yourself His unfailing love.

It doesn’t matter how ugly a mess your life may have spiraled down into. If
you will open your heart to Jesus and allow His love to heal you, He can

122 Prince, The Power of Right Believing, p. 29-30.
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change the trajectory of your life and give you a fresh start and fulfilling
future. Everything can change for the better when you begin to believe right
about His love for you and learn to draw upon it!

God Is Pleased When You Draw On His Love

Do you know that Jesus finds great joy when you draw on His love? Look at
how the Samaritan woman’s encounter with Jesus ended. When the
disciples left Jesus at the well to buy food, He was weary and tired from the
journey. When they returned, they were amazed to find Him refreshed, and
they wondered if someone had brought Him something to eat. Jesus
answered them by saying, “I have food to eat of which you do not know”
(John 4:32).

What food was Jesus referring to here? He had not eaten or drunk anything.
All He had done was minister to the woman from Samaria. In other words,
Jesus found nourishment, strength, and joy when He ministered His love to
her. When you draw from men, they become depleted and weak. But the
opposite is true of Jesus. When you draw from Him, He is strengthened,
refreshed, and rejuvenated! Jesus wants us to know that He derives great joy
and pleasure when we draw upon His love for us.!'??

When the Samaritan woman asked Jesus why He (a Jew) would ask her (a
Samaritan) for a drink of water, this is what He said to her: “If you only
knew the gift God has for you and who you are speaking to, you would ask
me, and [ would give you living water... Anyone who drinks this water
[from the well] will soon become thirsty again. But those who drink the
water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring
within them, giving them eternal life” (John 4: 10, 13— 14 NLT).

Jesus is saying the same thing to you today: If you only knew who it is who
comes to you in your darkest hour and weakest moments. If you only knew

123 Prince, The Power of Right Believing, p. 31.
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this gift of God who will never leave you nor forsake you, who has gone
before you and who comes to you in the midst of your storms. If you only
knew the One who reaches out to you even when you have failed and who
doesn’t hold your past mistakes or current failures against you.

Beloved, if you only knew this gift of God who offers the living water of
His unconditional, endless love to you and you drink of that love, you will
never thirst again. You won’t need to look for love and acceptance in all the
wrong places and have your heart broken. You want need to be fearful about
the future and have your life derailed. You can wake up with a fresh
expectation of good every day. Jesus was essentially inviting the woman to
ask Him for the living water of His love. Will you do that today? Your life
will never be the same again when you personally experience His love!
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Chapter Twelve: The God Who Loves The Prodigal

“He sat at the front porch every day, scanning the horizon for any sign of
movement. He did this faithfully, even as the days rolled painfully into
weeks and then months. When his friends came by to persuade him to give
up and move on, he would simply smile and wave them on and persist
unflinchingly. Keeping his gaze on the surrounding hills, he waited
unwaveringly and patiently for the return of his son. As he waited, he
rehearsed in his mind over and over again what he would do the moment he
saw his son. And every day, as he looked earnestly across the fields, he
wondered if that day would be the day.

“One evening the familiar silhouette of a lone figure appeared in the
distance. Recognizing his son, he enacted without hesitation what he had
done a thousand times before in his mind: he pulled up his robes, cast aside
all dignity, and ran toward his son with all his might. He could feel his heart
pumping wildly and his lungs expanding and contracting as his feet tried to
outdo each other across the field. Tears streamed down his face as his son
grew larger in his sight with each pace. And before any words could be
traded, he had leaped forward, embraced the young man, and rained kisses
on him.

“This unexpected, joyous reception from the father overwhelmed the young
man. He had expected to be disowned and even had a rehearsed speech to
tell his father to make him one of his hired servants. How could he have
known that his father had a rehearsed plan of his own? Without waiting to
hear the son’s rehearsed speech, his father commanded the servants to bring
out the best robe for him, to place a ring on his finger and sandals on his
feet. The young man thought he had lost the right to be called a son because
of the bad choices he had made that resulted in shame and loss to the family.
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But his father made it clear that wasn’t so and even called for a party to
celebrate the homecoming of his beloved son.!*

Unveiling the Heart of the Father

What an incredible and moving story. Jesus shared this parable, and I think
it’s one of the most beautiful parables in the Bible. It’s a parable that Jesus
used to skillfully unveil to us the true heart of our gracious and loving
heavenly Father.

Bible commentators call this the parable of the prodigal son, but the real
hero of this story isn’t the son, but the father. This is a story about the father
and his love for his two sons. You may already have heard this parable
shared a hundred times, but I want you to look at it again to see how this
parable exposes the wrong beliefs that many believers today still have
toward their Father in heaven.

Consider this for a moment: What is your opinion of God, especially when
you’ve made a mistake? Do you see Him as an all-powerful, distant, and
unfeeling judge who is angry whenever you fail and who constantly has to
be appeased? Or do you know Him as your Daddy, your Abba Father whom
you can run to anytime, even when you have fallen short? As I was studying
the Word, the Lord revealed to me that many believers have come to a place
where they have forgotten their heavenly Father. They have forgotten about
His love, His grace, and His loving-kindness. They relate to God in a
judicial and transactional fashion.

Today many believers come before Him with apprehension and trepidation,
presenting their failings to Him and quickly leaving before they get the
punishment and condemnation they think they rightly deserve from Him.
They perceive Him exclusively as a God of holiness, judgment, and
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justice— His face steely and stern, His mighty arms folded in dissatisfaction
and disapproval. They see a God who is easily displeased, quick to anger,
perpetually disappointed with them, and waiting impatiently to be placated.

This wrong belief of who God really is has driven many into fear, guilt,
depression, and insecurity. And that is why it’s so vital we see the heart of
the Father as unveiled by Jesus in this timeless parable. Let me share with
you the story of Lydia, a sister from South Africa. I believe that many of
you will be able to identify with what she shared about her struggles in
relating to God as her Father:

“I grew up with very low self-esteem, having been labeled the difficult child
in my family. I was an unplanned baby, and my parents already had one
child— a girl, so they really wanted a boy. They were disappointed when I
turned out to be a girl and even considered giving me to a paternal family
member who did not have children.

“My dad comes from a very cold, strict family, and he has a very bad
temper, so I grew up naturally fearful of him and always felt like I was
walking on eggshells around him. My mom also grew up in a household
where she had not received love. Both my parents are extreme perfectionists
and very organized. On top of that, they raised us with military discipline
and no compassion. It was your own fault if you got hurt— you brought it
on yourself. Thus, I could never relate to God as a Father. God was
unapproachable and sitting with a lightning bolt ready to strike me
whenever I wasn’t good enough, didn’t pray enough, or wasn’t obedient
enough. I was under the impression that God was only pleased with me
when I obeyed the law. Being a perfectionist myself, I felt that I never met
His expectations and I was always under condemnation.

“Since encountering your teaching resources, the veil in my life has been
torn. For the first time, I am free. [ no longer walk under the heavy burden
of condemnation. I learned that God loved us first and I can now have a love
relationship with my heavenly Father and Jesus.

93



I have experienced victory over fear and sin that kept me captive for years—
not by trying to be obedient, but by just learning that my sins have already
been forgiven on the cross. And no, I am not sinning more now. I am
actually overcoming more and sinning less, and I have a grateful heart for

what Christ has done on the cross.”'%

Do you feel the same way Lydia did about God?

Do you feel as though you are never good enough, can never do enough and
be obedient enough for God to love and accept you?

Do you feel like you are always living under perpetual condemnation?

Perhaps you can’t relate to God as a loving Father because you’ve never
experienced the love of your earthly father or because your own father has
hurt you terribly.

My brother or sister, I pray that as we study the Word of God together, you
will supernaturally experience the intimate love of your heavenly Father in a
deep and personal way like never before. I pray that this experience will
heal, renew, restore, and transform you in a spectacular way because His
love for you is nothing less than spectacular.

See the Father’s Perfect Love

There is a space in our hearts that can only be filled by the Father’s love. So,
stop trying to find love and approval in all the wrong places and getting
entangled with all kinds of fears, insecurities, and addictions. I believe that
if you would allow the Father to come into your heart today and fill you up
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with His perfect love, you will find the joy, the confidence, the fulfillment,
and the freedom that you have been looking for in life.

God’s precious Word declares, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love
casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been
made perfect in love. We love Him because He first loved us” (1 John 4:18-
19 NKIJV).

Today, under the new covenant of His amazing, incredible grace, our Father
in heaven isn’t looking to judge you for your failings because He has
already judged your every failing, every mistake, and every sin in the body
of His own Son, Jesus Christ. The name that Jesus came to reveal in the new
covenant of grace is “Father.” Today God wants to reach out to you as a
caring and loving Father.

Do you know His heart of love toward you?

Do you know that it was His idea to send Jesus to be punished at the cross
for you?

Read the most famous passage in the Bible and personalize it so that you
can see God’s heart for you: “For God so loved that He gave

His only begotten Son, that you who believe in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to
condemn , but that through Him might be
saved” (John 3: 16— 17).

Know beyond the shadow of a doubt today that your Father loves you and
sent His own Son to save you.

Understand that we are not belittling the work of Jesus at the cross when we

talk about the Father and His love for you. The truth is Jesus came to reveal
the love of the Father to you. God so loved you that He sent His one and
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only beloved Son to pay the heavy price at the cross to cleanse you of all
your sins.!26

Do you know that God loves Jesus dearly? Jesus is God’s darling Son, the
apple of His eye. Now, if your Father in heaven didn’t withhold His
precious Son, Jesus Christ, and sacrificed Him for you, how much do you
think He loves you? You cannot begin to comprehend the intensity and
sheer magnitude of your Father’s love for you until you realize how much
the Father loves Jesus— because He gave up Jesus to ransom you.

I hope you are beginning to experience and see for yourself just how loved
you are by the Father and how precious you are to Him! Don’t fear Him—
see the heart of your Father’s love unveiled through Calvary’s cross.

No Matter What You Have Done

“But Dr. Charles, you don’t understand my past and all the mistakes I’ve
made.”

You are absolutely right. I do not. But your Father in heaven surely does,
and He who knows you perfectly, loves you perfectly.

At the very beginning of the parable of the prodigal son, the younger son
came to his father and demanded his share of his inheritance. In the Jewish
culture, this was tantamount to the young man telling his father to “drop
dead.” He was effectively saying, “Give me my share of the inheritance
right now. I can’t wait for you to die.” It was a stinging slap to the face of
his father. The young man completely humiliated and dishonored his father
by making such an insolent request.
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We need to understand this because if we are unable to grasp the extent to
which this young man utterly rejected his father and chose his own way, we
cannot appreciate the extent of his father’s love and grace in receiving him
back home as his son. In the same way today, if we don’t realize how much
we have rejected the Father through our sins, we cannot fully grasp, fully
appreciate, or fully respond to the immense grace that He extends toward us
in forgiving us totally. Those who think they have sinned little and are thus
forgiven little, love little. But those who know they are forgiven much, love
much (see Luke 7: 47). Remember who told this parable— our Lord and
Savior Jesus, and He has firsthand knowledge of the Father’s heart of
love.!?’

Coming back to the story, upon his younger son’s demand, the father
divided to his two sons what was due them. We know that the younger son
then spent all his inheritance on partying and wild living and, when a severe
famine arose in the land, he became penniless and was reduced to feeding
swine on a farm.

It’s recorded for us that he was so hungry that even the pods he was feeding
the swine looked good to him. Let’s listen to what he says at his lowest
point: “But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger!
‘I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven, and in your sight; [ am no longer worthy to be called
your son; make me as one of your hired men.”” (Luke 15: 17-19 NASB).

Despite Your Hidden Agenda

Let me ask you a question. Based on what you have just read, was it the
son’s love for his father that made him journey home?
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Do you think for one moment that he was truly contrite? Or that he even
cared that he had broken his father’s heart?

I don’t think so! He was clearly motivated by his stomach. He wanted to go
home because he remembered that even the hired servants in his father’s
house had more food than he did! The words that he planned to say to his
father— “I have sinned against heaven and before you”— was what he
thought would be the right dramatic, religious rhetoric to ensure that he
would be allowed some benefits for returning home. You and I know that he
wasn’t genuinely remorseful. What we are hearing is his stomach talking,
not his heart. So, You can see it wasn’t repentance that drove him home. It
was his stomach and perhaps even his sense of pride that he deserved at
least what his father’s servants were getting.'?8

When I was growing up, I would hear people teach about how the son
repented and decided to go home to his father. The truth is there was no
repentance here. The young man began the trek home because he was
starving. He was even prepared to go through the motion of saying words
like, “T am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of
your hired servants,” with the sole intention of getting his stomach filled
since he had reasoned that the “hired servants have bread enough and to
spare.”

He never expressed any love for the father or said that he missed his father’s
presence and love. This is important for us to note because God wants us to
know that even when our motivations are wrong, even when we have a
hidden (usually self-centered) agenda and our intentions are not completely
pure, He still runs to us in our time of need, just as the father ran to the
young man and showered upon him his unmerited, undeserved, and
unearned favor.
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Oh, how unsearchable are the depths of His love and grace toward us! It
will never be about our love for God. It will always be about His
magnificent and incredible love for us. The Bible makes this clear: “In this
1s love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4: 10 NASB). The hero in this parable
is the father. It’s about the father’s perfect love for his imperfect son. It will
never be about our love for God.

Some people think that fellowship with God can only be restored when you
are perfectly contrite and have perfectly confessed all your sins. They think
that you must apologize to God before He can be appeased. Please
understand that [ have nothing against saying “sorry” to God or confessing
our sins. All I am saying is that we are not as important as we make
ourselves out to be. The father was the initiator. Before the son even had
thoughts of returning home, the father had already missed him, was already
looking out for him, and had already forgiven him. Before the son could
utter a single word of his rehearsed apology, the father had already run to
him, embraced him, and welcomed him home.'?

It’s All About His Love

We are not the heroes in this story. It will never be about our apologies to
God, our repentance, our actions, our love, our confessions, or our
obedience. In and of ourselves, our actions— even the best ones— are laced
with imperfections and impure motives. For those who believe that one
must apologize before fellowship with God can be restored, this parable will
rock their theology.

Read the parable for yourself in Luke 15: 11-32. Notice how the son never
got to complete his rehearsed speech. He attempted to but was completely
overwhelmed by his father’s joyful response to his return. However impure
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his intentions or motivations were for coming home, the father lavished him
with undeserved, unmerited, and unearned favor.

It’s all about our Father’s heart of grace, forgiveness, and love. Our Father
God swallows up all our imperfections, and true repentance comes because
of His goodness. Our Father is the hero— not us. Let’s make it all about
Him and not about us!

Do I say “sorry” to God and confess my sins when I have fallen short and
failed? Of course, I do. But I do it not to be forgiven because I know that |
am already forgiven through Jesus’ finished work. The confession is out of
the overflow of my heart because I have experienced His goodness and
grace and because I know that as His son, I am forever righteous through
Jesus’ blood. It springs from being righteousness-conscious, not sin-
conscious; from being forgiveness-conscious, not judgment-conscious.
There 1s a massive difference.

You know, one can insist on the need to say “sorry” before we can be
forgiven. But we all know that we can say “sorry” outwardly, yet deep in
our hearts there is no true repentance. It’s like the kid in school who,
together with his buddy, has to see the principal for bad behavior. Told to sit
down, he sits, but whispers to his friend, “Inside I am standing up!” It’s like
the account of Judas who betrayed Jesus. It’s recorded for us that he “Then
when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he
felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and
elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said,
“What is that to us? See to that yourself!” And he threw the pieces of silver
into the temple sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged
himself.” (Matt. 27: 3—5 NASB). But there was no true repentance as it was
merely outward. We know this because the word “repented” here is the
Greek word metamelomai, which expresses one’s desire that what has been
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done might be undone, but it is not accompanied with an effective change of
heart.!3°

That is why we are not interested in the outward. Let’s go deep into the
essence of our relationship with God and really experience His love when
we have failed. If you understand this, you will begin experiencing new
dimensions in your love walk with the Father. You will realize that your
Daddy God is all about relationship and not religious protocol. He just loves
being with you. Under grace, He doesn’t demand perfection from you; He
supplies perfection to you through the finished work of His Son, Jesus
Christ. So no matter how many mistakes you have made, don’t be afraid of
Him. He loves you. Your Father is running toward you to embrace you!

God Doesn’t Want Hired Servants

The wrong belief of the younger son was that he wanted to come back and
earn his own keep as a hired servant. He didn’t want to receive his father’s
provision by grace or unmerited favor. In his own self-absorbed pride, he
wanted to work as a hired servant and earn his own food in the father’s
house together with the rest of the servants. The father, of course, would
have none of that.

You cannot merit by your own efforts the favor and blessings of God. They
can only be received as gifts through His grace. He doesn’t want you as His
hired servant. Your identity is that of a child— God’s child. He has a host of
heavenly angels as His servants. What He desires of you is relationship.
Instead of fearing Him and thinking that you must walk on eggshells in His
presence, He wants you to come boldly into His presence.!’!
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Your Father wants you to know that as His beloved child, washed by the
blood of Jesus, you can “come boldly to the throne of grace” at any time to
obtain mercy and find grace to help in your time of need (Hebrews 4:16).
For a child of God under the new covenant, it’s not a throne of judgment;
it’s a throne of grace.

Do you believe in His grace?
Do you believe that the blood of Jesus has washed away all your sins?
Do you believe that your Father in heaven loves you?

Then come boldly into His presence whenever you fail. Come just as you
are to receive mercy and find grace. He has promised in His Word that He
will help you in your time of need. What is your need today? Talk to your
Father about it. What struggles, fears, and addictions overwhelm you today?
Lay it all before your heavenly Father and let Him help you.

My dear brother or sister, you are no longer a slave to sin, you are a child of
God. The Word says, “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba,
Father’ (Rom. 8: 15). The word “adoption” is more accurately translated as
“sonship.”!3? Through Jesus, you have received the Spirit of sonship by
whom you cry out, “Abba, Father.” Did you notice that the Holy Spirit
refused to translate the word “Abba” into English? The original Aramaic
word Abba is retained. Do you know why? It’s because, to the Jews, Abba
is the most intimate way in which you can address your father. It’s a
beautiful picture. In Abba’s arms, a child is most secure, protected, and
loved. No enemy can pull a child out of his or her Abba’s strong arms.
That’s the image God wants us to have when we pray to Him and call Him
“Abba.” Of course, you can call Him “Daddy” or “Papa,” or whatever term
helps you to see God as a warm, loving, and caring Father.

132 Vine, NT: 5206.
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Unless you can see Him as your Abba Father, you will continue to have a
“spirit of bondage again to fear” (Rom. 8:15). This spirit of bondage refers
to the Old Testament fear of God. It’s a slavish fear of judgment and
punishment that brings you into bondage and makes you afraid of God. But
God doesn’t want you to fear Him. He wants you to have a Spirit of
sonship! Too many believers are living with an orphan, fatherless spirit. If
you are entangled with all kinds of fears, guilt, and worries today, what you
need is a good heavenly dose of the Father’s love for you!

Something amazing happens in your spirit when you see God as your
Father. If your son or daughter has a nightmare, all they have to do is cry
out, “Daddy!” and Daddy is there! And if there is a monster under her bed,
that monster is about to be torn to pieces by Daddy! Your son or daughter
doesn’t have to go, “O Father that liveth and inhabiteth the next room, I
plead with thee to come to me at this time of peril, that thou mayest rescue
me from this nightmare!” All he or she has to do is to cry out, “Daddy!” and

you are there.!?

Similarly, in your moments of weakness you don’t have to approach God
with perfect prayers. You just cry out, “Daddy!” and your heavenly Father
runs to you! You are not coming before a judge. You are coming before
your Father, your Daddy God, who embraces and loves you just the way you
are.

Take time to come to your Abba Father today. Believe that He loves you
unconditionally today. See Him welcoming you with a smile on His face
and with outstretched arms. Run into His embrace, bask in His perfect love
for you, and let it melt away every worry, fear, and insecurity. When you
believe and receive your Father’s love for you, it will put unshakable peace
and strength in your heart.
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Chapter Thirteen: Restoration

Before we actually get into restoration, we need to deal with the question of
whether there 1s correction under the new covenant of grace. The short
answer 1s that they are inextricably linked.

Is There Correction Under Grace?

There are also those who teach that being holy is not important since we are
under grace. They claim that under grace there is no correction and no need
to grow in holiness. Let me just say this: such “teachers” are propagating
error! The truth of the matter is that you cannot become more righteous, but
you can become more holy. True grace produces true holiness. That is why
the apostle Paul exhorts the Corinthian church to “awake to righteousness,
and sin not” (1 Cor. 15: 34 KJV). The more you are under grace— the more
you are established in your righteousness in Christ—the more you will want
to live a holy life and be open to God’s correction.

So, is there correction under grace? Absolutely! But I want you to be
established in the fact that under the new covenant of grace, God does not
correct His children by using accidents, sicknesses, and diseases. Correction
in the new covenant takes place through His Word. Paul tells us, “All
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness” (see 2 Timothy 3:16 NASB).
Notice how correction through God’s Word includes “training in
righteousness,” which is believing that you have been justified or made
righteous by faith in our Lord Jesus.!** I have found that often the Holy
Spirit uses God-appointed leadership to accomplish this (see Gal. 6:1, 2
Tim. 4: 2, 2 Thess. 3: 15) to point you back to Jesus’ finished work and who
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you are in Christ. That is why it is so vital that you be a part of a local
church with good leaders. Observe how the apostle Paul corrects those in
the Corinthian church who got entangled in sin and sexual immorality:

“Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take
the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not!
Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her?
For “the two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he who is joined to
the Lord is one spirit with Him. Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a
man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins
against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not
your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” —1 Corinthians 6:15-20

How did Paul correct them? In saying, “Do you not know that your bodies
are members of Christ?”” he corrected them by firmly reminding them of
their righteous identity in Christ. He then went on to remind them that their
bodies were temples of the Holy Spirit. What does all this tell us? It tells us
that anyone who is reminded of and has a revelation of his or her
righteousness in Christ will have the power to overcome sin!

It is those who have forgotten or who are not established in their righteous
identities in Christ who get trapped by the destructive forces of sin. Under
grace we are called to walk in newness of life as the righteous children of
God. We are called to reign in life through the abundance of grace and the
gift of righteousness. We have been purchased with a price, a heavy price at
the cross, and are now called to live for the glory of our Lord Jesus!

134 Prince, Grace Revolution, p. 161.
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Grace Frees You to Live a Christ-Glorifying Life

Earlier on I mentioned the importance of reading the Bible for yourself and
being skillful in God’s Word. Look at this passage from Romans 6:

“Our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died
has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we
shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the
dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. For the death
that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives
to God. Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but
alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore do not let sin reign in your
mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And do not present your
members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to
God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God. For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are
not under law but under grace.” —Romans 6: 6—14 NKJV

There 1s an erroneous thinking that preaching the Ten Commandments can
produce holiness in people. In reality, if you read the passage above closely,
you will see that it is actually the preaching of the gospel of grace and the
finished work of Jesus that gives people victory over sin! Because of the
cross at Calvary, you are no longer “slaves of sin.” You are “freed from sin”

and “dead indeed to sin.”'?’

Also, in Christ, by the power of His glorious grace, you have the liberty and
power to glorify your Lord by not letting ““sin reign in your mortal body”
and by presenting “your members as instruments of righteousness to God.”
You can know beyond a shadow of a doubt that “sin shall not have
dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace” (emphasis
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mine). That’s the glorious gospel of grace! Grace produces glorious,
victorious, and holy lives.

Now, if you know people who are living in sin and claiming that they are
under grace, you know that they are most definitely not living under grace!
How can they be when the Bible states that sin shall not have dominion over
those who are under grace? Grace is the power to go and sin no more (see
John 8: 11). There is a grace revolution going on and it is liberating
precious people from the power of sin!

Holiness Is a Fruit of God’s Grace

There are people who think that preaching God’s grace gives people a
license to sin and endorses licentiousness. That is not what God’s grace
does at all! On the contrary, God’s amazing grace transforms a person’s
heart and produces true holiness. By true holiness, I am referring to a
holiness that isn’t just outward, but also deep and intimate, beginning at the
very core of a person’s heart. Holiness is a fruit of God’s grace.!®

The word “holiness” in the New Testament is the Greek word hagiasmos,
which is sometimes translated also as “sanctification.”'*” The moment you
received Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you were justified by faith and
made perfectly righteous. You were also made holy or sanctified, which is
to be set apart unto the Lord. And as you grow in the grace and knowledge
of Jesus, you are progressively transformed into His image from glory to
glory (see 2 Cor. 3: 18). Now, you cannot be more righteous, because you
are already 100 percent righteous by Jesus’ blood. But under grace you can
grow in holiness in the way you live your life.
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I am all for holiness and I am vehemently against sin. Where I differ from
some preachers is in my focus on how we stop the power of sin and help
God’s people grow in holiness. For many preachers the answer to sin is
preaching the Ten Commandments. I believe the answer is preaching Jesus
and the gospel of grace.

When people experience Jesus’ unconditional love, they fall in love with
Him and inevitably out of love with sin. Why? Because when you are loved
and in love, you desire to please, honor, and bring glory to the One Who
loves you unconditionally. A woman who is loved by her husband, and who
is in love with her husband, doesn’t go around looking for ways to commit
adultery.

In the same way, a church who knows she is loved by her Savior, and who is
in love with her Savior, doesn’t go around looking for ways to dishonor
Him. That is why my mission, when I preach, is to preach the gospel of
grace. My part is to unveil our Lord Jesus to the congregation and show
them His beautiful grace in the Word of God. When they experience the
undeserved, unmerited, and unearned favor of God, they will go on to live
glorious, victorious, and holy lives.

We read in 1 John 4: 10, “In this 1s love, not that we loved God, but that He
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” Now, which
comes first? Our love for God, or God’s love for us? God’s love for us! Yet
so many are still preaching that Christianity is about our love for God. My
friend, Christianity is all about God’s love for you. It is His love for and in
you that results in inward heart transformation. Christianity is not a religion;
it 1s a relationship. Christianity is not about a list of do’s and don’ts; it is
about intimacy, love, and a warm, beating heart. That is why you can’t
preach holiness and right conduct to someone who has not yet experienced
and tasted the grace of God.'3

138 Prince, Grace Revolution, p. 166.
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Holiness Is a Result of Growth

Suppose you have a son who is three years old. You can’t demand a beard
from your son. Some things can come only with growth. When your son
wakes up in the morning, you don’t expect him to make his bed, brush his
teeth, and change his diapers. Do you love your son even though his
behavior is not “perfect”? Of course, you do, but you recognize that some
things come with growth.

Similarly, holiness is a result of growth. Holiness is the fruit and not the
root. The Apostle Paul says it this way: “But now being made free from sin,
and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life” (Rom. 6: 22 KJV). Fruit comes with growth. You can’t
demand fruit from a juvenile tree. So how do you cultivate the tree to
produce fruit? Simply by watering and nourishing it. In the same way, a
believer who 1s well rooted and established in the gospel of grace will bear
fruit in due time. The more he grows in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the more he will bear the fruit of holiness. Holiness is a
by-product of grace.'*

Now I want to draw your attention to the next few verses:

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
—1 John 4: 11 NASB

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself for it. —Ephesians 5: 25 KJV

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord.
—Ephesians 5: 22 NIV

139 Ibid, p. 167.
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“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.”
—Ephesians 6: 1 KJV

“Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in
Christ also has forgiven you.” —Ephesians 4:32 NASB

What is the common denominator in all these verses? The common
denominator is the person of Jesus and His love, His grace, and His finished
work at the cross. We have no ability to love one another, love our spouse,
honor our parents, and forgive one another except if we have first
experienced His love and forgiveness in our lives. Being occupied,
consumed, and absorbed in the love of Jesus makes you holy. Jesus is your

holiness!'4?

Love Is the Fulfillment of the Law

There are those who think that preaching the gospel of grace makes you
someone who is against the Ten Commandments. How far from that is from
the truth! I have never told people to come against the Ten Commandments.
What I have been preaching is that one cannot be justified by keeping the
Ten Commandments. In the 1,500 years that God’s people lived under the
law, not a single man (apart from our Lord Jesus) could be justified by the
Ten Commandments.

Now, listen carefully to what I am about to say. Under grace, when you
experience the love of our Lord Jesus, you will end up fulfilling the law!
Under grace you will end up being holy. Grace produces true holiness! As
the apostle Paul boldly proclaims, “Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.” (Romans 13:10 NASB).

140 Prince, Grace Revolution, p. 168.
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When the love of Jesus is in you, you can’t help but fulfill the law. When
your heart is overflowing with God’s grace and loving-kindness, you will
have no desire to commit adultery or murder, bear false witness, or covet.
You will have the power to love your neighbor as yourself. Where does this
power come from? It comes from your being firmly rooted and established
in the grace of God. You have the power to love, because He first loved
you! This is why the Bible declares in Romans 13:10 that “love is the
fulfillment of the law.”!*!

In fact, when God’s people are under grace, not only do they fulfill the letter
of the law, they also exceed it and go the extra mile. The law commands you
not to commit adultery, and there are people who can fulfill just the letter of
the law and not commit adultery outwardly. However, inwardly they have
no love for their spouses. Grace changes all that. Grace doesn’t just deal
with the surface; it goes deeper and teaches a man to love his wife as Christ
loved the church. In the same way, the law can command a person not to
covet, but it has no ability to make a person generous. Again, God’s grace
goes beyond the superficial to inwardly transform a covetous heart into a
heart that is loving, compassionate, and generous.!'*?

Remember the story of Zacchaeus? Not a single commandment was given.
Yet when the love and grace of our Lord Jesus touched his heart, the once-
covetous tax collector wanted to give half of his wealth to the poor and
repay fourfold every person he had stolen from. The love of money died
when the love of Jesus came.

Say Yes to Jesus and His Grace

I want to encourage you to be consumed with the person of Jesus. God’s
Word says that “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us

141 Prince, Grace Revolution, p. 169.
142 Thid, p. 169
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wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,”
(1 Cor. 1: 30 NASB). Jesus Himself is your wisdom, your righteousness,
and also your holiness! The Greek word used here for “holiness™ is
hagiasmos, the same Greek word used for “sanctification.” Our holiness or
sanctification is found in the person of Jesus.

So, whenever you have an unclean thought, a stirring in you, or a temptation
to sin, stop for a while and look at Jesus. See the cross. See and experience
His love, His forgiveness, and His grace for you afresh. Jesus is your victory
over every temptation, every addiction, and every bondage!

There are people who believe that all you have to do is say no to temptation.
But you know what? Your willpower is no match for sin. The reality is, the
more you try to say no by your own efforts, the worse it becomes. The
apostle Paul describes this very struggle, which he himself experienced:
“For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do
not want.” (Rom. 7: 19 NASB). So, the answer 1s not to depend on your
willpower to say no to temptation, but to depend on God’s grace and say yes
to Jesus!'®

In the midst of your struggle and temptation, say YES to Jesus. Say, “Lord
Jesus, I thank You that You are my righteousness, You are my holiness, and
are my redemption.” Turn every temptation into an opportunity to look to
and praise Jesus! That’s what Paul did. Just look at what he says in Romans
7:24-25, “Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of
this death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans
7:24-25 NASB)

Paul’s answer for victory over sin is found in a person. His question is,
“Who will deliver me?”” He doesn’t say, “Which commandment will deliver
me?” Your liberty from every sinful habit is found in the person of Jesus!
Say yes to Him! He is your righteousness and holiness. Let Him come into

143 Prince, Grace Revolution, p. 170-171.
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the areas where you feel the weakest and allow His grace to transform you
from the inside out.

Return to Grace

At this point you may be thinking, Dr. Charles, I want to believe you and
just come to Jesus as you say, but isn’t there a place for repentance when
you have fallen short? I’ve been cautioned that grace preachers like you
don’t teach repentance.

My dear brother or sister let me say this right from the start. I believe
wholeheartedly in preaching repentance. Let me show you something
beautiful about the word for repentance in the Hebrew language. The
Hebrew alphabet is made up of twenty-two letters, from Aleph to Tav.
And each Hebrew letter has a picture, numerical value, and meaning.

The Hebrew word for repentance is teshuvah,'** which is made up of five
Hebrew letters— tav, shin, vav, bet, and hei. The first letter, tav, has as its
pictogram a cross.'® The last letter, Aei, is the fifth letter in the Hebrew

t,146

alphabe and the number five in Bible numerics represents grace.

Sandwiched between tav (cross) and hei (grace) are the letters shin, vav, and
bet. These three letters form the word shuv, which means “to return.”'#’

Putting it all together, teshuvah or repentance means this:

“Because of the cross of Jesus, return to grace”!!'*® Taking note that Hebrew
reads from right to left, we see that teshuvah (repentance) means this:

144 Retrieved June 6, 2018, from www.hebrew4christians.com/ Holidays/
Fall Holidays/Elul/ Teshuvah/ teshuvah.html.

145 Retrieved June 6, 2018, from www.hebrew4christians.com/ Grammar/
Unit_One/ Pictograms/ pictograms.html.

146 Retrieved April 27, 2015, from www.hebrew4christians.com/ Grammar/
Unit_One/ Numeric_Values/ numeric_values.html.

147 Prince, Grace Revolution, p. 23.

148 Tbid.
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7 27 Wwn

Hei Bet  Vav Shin Tav
Grace To Return Cross

Isn’t it amazing that hidden in the Hebrew letters we just saw are God’s
heart and explanation of what true repentance is? Repentance is all about
returning to God’s grace because of His goodness demonstrated at the cross
of Jesus. It is not about returning to the law of Moses. It is about turning to
the cross and returning to His grace. His grace is your source of power and
strength over every sin.

If you have made a mistake, or you are struggling with a sinful habit today,
repent by turning to the cross— seeing that mistake punished in the body of
Jesus— and receiving God’s unmerited favor to overcome this area of
weakness. This is how you practice true repentance when you have failed.
Don’t run away from Him. Run to Him! He is your solution. He is your
answer. He loves you and longs for you to return to His loving embrace!

I hope what you have seen through the discussion in this chapter is that
Correction and Restoration are part of the same process.
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Closing Words

There were some surprises when doing the research for this commentary.
Like many, I assumed that the concept of the Kinsman-Redeemer was largely
confined to the book of Ruth. It was quite surprising to see just how many
books of the Bible actually have something to say on the subject.

The subject of the Kinsman-Redeemer has been and remains a poorly
understood subject. It is sad to say, but after surveying the literature on the
subject, this Commentary is the most extensive work on this subject.

It is my hope that we may find that rediscovering the Biblical teachings
about the Kinsman-Redeemer can enrich our ministries.

Throughout this course, I have endeavored to show you the gospel of Jesus
Christ through the Scriptures as well as through the testimony of others.
Because of Jesus’ finished work at the cross, He will never be angry with
you nor rebuke you even when you fail. Don’t ever forget the main clause of
the new covenant, which says that your sins and your lawless deeds, He
remembers no more!

Many believers are defeated today because they do not know the God of the
new covenant of grace. I believe with all of my heart that because you took
this wonderful journey with me you saw for yourself, all the things
concerning Jesus Christ and His finished work, your heart would now burn
with His extravagant love for you. Jesus truly puts the “amazing”, the
“wonderful” and the “marvelous” back into grace!

Today, God is all about blessing you with His grace — His undeserved,
unearned and unmerited favor — in every area of your life. Stop trying to
deserve and earn your own acceptance before God with your own works and
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efforts. It will only frustrate the grace of God and nullify the effects of the
cross in your life. My Dear brother or sister, Jesus already finished the
work! Believe with all your heart that it is not about what you need to do

today, but about what has already been done and accomplished on your
behalf.

My Beloved brothers and sisters, I have proclaimed to you the gospel of
Jesus Christ and am fulfilling the commission He gave me to bring Jesus
back to central place in the church by rolling away the stone and opening
people’s eyes to reveal more of Jesus and His finished work. I know that if
you have believed this good news of His grace, your life has begun to be
radically transformed, together with the countless believers around the
world who have already been impacted by the Gospel Revolution. I pray
that this course has torn down the fences of controversy that the enemy has
erected around the teaching of God’s grace and the gift of righteousness, so
that you may indeed receive not just grace, but the “abundance of grace”,
and receive not just righteousness, but the “gift of righteousness”, and start
reigning in life. Start reigning over sin, over sickness, over condemnation,
over financial lack and over the curse of the law through the ONE, Jesus
Christ.

All that I have shared works most powerfully and effectively within the
environment of the local church. These truths are for the greater good of the
body of Christ and should never result in you becoming a law unto yourself.
Beloved, I want to see you enjoying the safety of the covering of a local
church where there is accountability and submission. This is where our
blessings are tremendously multiplied.

I thank you for taking this journey with me and for giving me the
opportunity to unveil more of Jesus to you. You have been a wonderful
traveling companion. We should do this again soon! In the meantime, until

In His Grace, 7. Char/es.
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I look forward to hearing from you about how our Lord Jesus has touched
and impacted your life with His amazing grace.

It is all about Jesus and His finished
work!
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