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m PATROL DRUG INTERDICTION IN TRIBAL COMMUNITIES

Drug trafficking into and through Indian Country is a primary driver of community violence, overdose deaths, housing instability,
and child welfare crises in many tribal communities. Patrol officers are the first line of interdiction — every traffic stop, consent
search, and field contact is a potential opportunity to disrupt drug supply networks. Effective patrol drug interdiction requires
legal knowledge, observation skills, investigative techniques, and strong coordination with federal drug enforcement partners.
@ Tribal communities are frequently targeted by drug trafficking organizations as distribution hubs due to jurisdictional
complexity and limited law enforcement presence.
€ Methamphetamine and fentanyl are the primary drugs of concern in Indian Country. Fentanyl is present in the drug supply in
quantities that make any exposure potentially lethal.

. Officers handling suspected fentanyl must use extreme caution and appropriate PPE. Skin contact with fentanyl powder can
cause rapid incapacitation.
' Federal partners — DEA, FBI, and BIA — have intelligence, resources, and prosecutorial capacity that dramatically amplify
tribal interdiction effectiveness.

m PATROL DRUG INTERDICTION TECHNIQUES

Lawful Traffic Stop & Consent Search Procedures
« Every traffic stop must be based on an observed traffic violation or reasonable suspicion. Document the specific violation
or articulable facts in your report.
» Consent searches are voluntary and must not be coerced. Clearly advise the subject they have the right to refuse.
Document the consent request and response.
* Probable cause searches require articulable facts establishing probable cause. Document every fact contributing to your
probable cause determination.

» Jurisdiction matters: confirm whether the driver is subject to tribal, federal, or state jurisdiction before detaining, arresting,
or searching.

Drug Indicators & Recognition
» Vehicle interdiction indicators: inconsistent travel story, extreme nervousness inconsistent with a routine stop, air
fresheners or odor masking agents, indicators of long-distance travel.
» Drug odors: raw cannabis, chemical solvent smell (meth), vinegar or burnt rubber odor (heroin/fentanyl). Trust your
senses and document observations specifically.
» Physical drug indicators: small bags, bindles, cash bundled with rubber bands, digital scales, cutting agents, packaging
materials.

» Behavioral indicators: rehearsed or inconsistent statements, excessive compliance, target glancing, or unusual
nervousness disproportionate to the stop.

Safety Protocols for Drug Handling
* Never Handle Suspected Fentanyl Without PPE — Nitrile gloves are NOT sufficient protection for fentanyl powder. Use
appropriate respiratory protection and minimize direct contact with unknown powders.

« Carry and Know How to Use Naloxone — Naloxone (Narcan) is the antidote for opioid overdose including fentanyl
exposure. Every officer conducting drug interdiction must carry it and know how to use it.

» Package Drugs Properly for Testing — Use appropriate packaging (paper bags for loose material, sealed plastic for
pressed pills) and follow your department’s drug evidence submission protocol exactly.

m TIPS FOR EFFECTIVE PATROL DRUG INTERDICTION

» Know Your Traffic & Search Law Cold - lllegal searches destroy prosecutions. Before conducting any interdiction stop,
your Fourth Amendment knowledge must be current and solid.

» Build Intelligence Through Every Contact — Every field contact is an intelligence opportunity. Document associates,
vehicles, and information learned, and share it with your intelligence unit and federal partners.

« Coordinate with DEA and FBI — Major trafficking activity should be referred to DEA and FBI. Develop relationships with
your federal drug enforcement contacts before you need them on a live case.

» Use Drug Recognition Expertise (DRE) — If your department does not have a DRE-certified officer, pursue that training.
DRE certification enables recognition of impairment from multiple drug categories.

*  Document Interdiction Contacts Thoroughly — Every interdiction contact — even those that result in no arrest —
should be documented for intelligence purposes and officer protection.

» Track Interdiction Data to Support Grant Applications — Documented drug seizure data, trafficking patterns, and
interdiction activity are powerful evidence of community need for federal funding.
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m FEDERAL GRANT RESOURCES

Drug Enforcement & Interdiction

+ DEA Tribal Drug Enforcement Programs — DEA coordination and support for tribal drug interdiction. dea.gov

+ HIDTA - High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas — Many tribal communities are within HIDTA regions. Contact your
regional HIDTA coordinator for coordination and resources. hidta.org

» FBI Safe Streets Task Forces — FBI-led multi-agency task forces addressing drug trafficking networks. fbi.gov

Law Enforcement Capacity
* COPS Tribal Resources Grant (TRG) — Funds tribal law enforcement interdiction training, equipment, and staffing.
cops.usdoj.gov/tribalresources
* CTAS - Coordinated Tribal Assistance Solicitation — DOJ consolidated tribal funding for drug enforcement and law
enforcement capacity. justice.gov/tribal
« BJA Tribal Justice Programs — Supports tribal law enforcement operations and investigative capacity. bja.ojp.gov

m STATE & ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

« State Homeland Security Grants (SHSGP) — Tribal law enforcement may be eligible for state-administered FEMA
homeland security funding.

» Tribal Law & Order Act (TLOA) Resources — Expanded tribal criminal authority and DOJ technical assistance for
implementation.

» Grants.gov Tribal Search Tool — Search all federal grants available to tribal entities. grants.gov (filter: Tribal
Government eligibility)

m HELPFUL TIPS FOR TRIBAL PROGRAMS & LEADERS

Develop a Fourth Amendment Training Program Establish a DEA Task Force Relationship
Annual traffic stop and search law training — covering Tribal agencies can participate in DEA task forces and
consent, probable cause, and jurisdiction — is the receive resources, training, and prosecutorial access that
foundation of any sustainable interdiction program. dramatically amplify local interdiction capacity.
Implement a Drug Intelligence Tracking System Equip Officers with Fentanyl Safety Kits
Document every drug-related field contact, seizure, and Every patrol officer should carry appropriate PPE for
intelligence report in a systematic format to identify fentanyl exposure and be trained in recognition,
trafficking patterns and support federal investigations. protection, and response to exposure incidents.
m KEY WEBLINKS
National Native Justice Institute www.nativejustice.us
BJA Tribal Justice Programs bja.ojp.gov/program/tribal-justice
COPS Tribal Resources cops.usdoj.gov/tribalresources
BIA Law Enforcement Services bia.gov/bia/ojs
DEA Drug Enforcement dea.gov
HIDTA Drug Trafficking Areas hidta.org
CTAS - DOJ Tribal Assistance justice.gov/tribal
Grants.gov (Tribal Search) grants.gov

m PARTNER WITH NNJI — WE ARE READY TO SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY
TAKE ACTION TODAY — Contact NNJI at www.nativejustice.us to schedule training, consultation, or

aCCesSS resources.
Strengthening Tribal Justice — One Community at a Time
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