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m TODAY'S THREAT LANDSCAPE FOR TRIBAL COURTS

Tribal courts and judicial personnel face an evolving and increasingly complex threat landscape that includes not only physical
threats from litigants and community members, but also digital threats, organized intimidation campaigns, political interference,
and the unique vulnerabilities created by serving small, close-knit communities with limited security resources. Understanding
the current threat environment is the first step toward effective security planning, threat assessment, and personnel safety.

. Threats against tribal judges and court personnel have increased in recent years, driven by social media amplification of
grievances, anti-government extremism, and domestic violence escalation patterns.

B The digital threat environment — online harassment, doxing, social media threats, and cyberstalking — represents a growing
and often underaddressed risk for tribal judicial personnel.
<& Tribal courts that make high-stakes decisions on land, enrollment, child custody, and tribal resources are increasingly
targeted by organized outside actors with political or financial motivations.

' Awareness of today’s specific threats allows security officers, judges, and court administrators to make better-informed
decisions about security investments, protocols, and threat response priorities.

m CATEGORIES OF CURRENT THREATS

Individual Litigant Threats

*  The most common source of threats against tribal judges and court personnel remains individuals who have received
unfavorable decisions in custody, divorce, enrollment, housing, or criminal cases.

» Domestic violence offenders are a particularly high-risk group: research shows that domestic violence defendants who
feel cornered or humiliated by court proceedings are at elevated risk of post-proceeding violence against victims,
witnesses, and judicial personnel.

» Substance-affected individuals in custody or post-release represent a significant and underestimated risk to tribal court
personnel, particularly when they encounter court staff in community settings.

Gang & Organized Criminal Networks
» Gang-affiliated defendants with organized external networks present a coordination threat that extends beyond the
courthouse. Intimidation of witnesses, judges, and prosecutors may be organized and systematic.
» Drug trafficking organizations operating through or adjacent to tribal communities increasingly use intimidation of tribal
judicial personnel as a strategy to protect operations.
« Co-defendant communication during high-profile cases can enable organized disruption, escape attempts, or coordinated
witness intimidation that individual case security planning may miss.

Digital & Social Media Threats
* Online harassment campaigns targeting tribal judges and court personnel — including threatening comments, shared
personal information (doxing), and coordinated complaint filing — have increased significantly.
» Anti-tribal-government movements and sovereignty denial activists have increasingly targeted tribal court proceedings
with organized media presence, recording, and online dissemination designed to intimidate and delegitimize.
» Social media allows individuals with grievances to rapidly mobilize supporters to appear at court proceedings, creating
public pressure and potential confrontation risks that traditional threat assessment does not anticipate.

Political & Governance Threats
» Tribal courts that adjudicate election disputes, enroliment challenges, or governance conflicts involving tribal council
members face political pressure and potential threats from powerful internal actors.
» External government actors — state or local officials, political operatives, or advocacy organizations — may attempt to
interfere with tribal judicial proceedings through legal harassment, media campaigns, or pressure on individual judges.

Infrastructure & Facility Threats
» Remote tribal courthouse facilities with limited security staffing are increasingly vulnerable to after-hours intrusion,
vandalism, and arson motivated by case grievances or political opposition.
» Cybersecurity threats to tribal court information systems — ransomware, unauthorized access to case files, and
manipulation of court records — are growing in frequency and sophistication.

Insider Threats

« Small tribal court environments create insider threat vulnerabilities: employees with personal relationships to litigants,
access to scheduling information, and knowledge of security measures.

» Disgruntled former employees or contractors with knowledge of court security protocols, judge routines, and access point
vulnerabilities represent a specific and often overlooked threat category.
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m FEDERAL GRANT RESOURCES

Court Security Funding

« COPS Tribal Resources Grant (TRG) — Funds tribal public safety including court security staffing, training, and
equipment. cops.usdoj.gov/tribalresources

* CTAS - Coordinated Tribal Assistance Solicitation — DOJ consolidated tribal funding for courts, law enforcement, and
security programs. justice.gov/tribal

« BJA Tribal Justice Programs — Supports tribal court operations and court security capacity. bja.ojp.gov/program/tribal-
justice

* FEMA Tribal Homeland Security Grant Program (THSGP) — Annual DHS funding for tribal security infrastructure and
emergency preparedness. fema.gov/tribal

Threat Intelligence & Judicial Safety

* FBI - Threats Against Public Officials — FBI investigation of threats against tribal judges and court personnel. fbi.gov

« DHS CISA - Judicial Security Resources — DHS resources on threat awareness and facility security for judicial settings.
cisa.gov

* U.S. Marshals Service — Judicial Security Division — Federal judicial security intelligence and protection resources
applicable to tribal courts. usmarshals.gov

* National American Indian Court Judges Association (NAICJA) — Peer network and resources for tribal judges
including security and threat management guidance. naicja.org

m STATE & ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

« State Court Security Standards — Most state court administrative offices publish court security standards applicable to
tribal courts under intergovernmental agreements. Contact your State Court Administrator.

« State Homeland Security Grants (SHSGP) — Tribal court security programs may be eligible for state-administered FEMA
homeland security funding. Contact your State Administrative Agency (SAA).

» Tribal Law & Order Act (TLOA) Resources — TLOA expanded tribal justice authority and DOJ technical assistance for
tribal courts and security programs.

« Grants.gov Tribal Search Tool — Search all federal grants available to tribal entities. grants.gov (filter: Tribal
Government eligibility)

m HELPFUL TIPS FOR TRIBAL PROGRAMS & LEADERS

Schedule an Annual Threat Landscape Briefing Develop a Digital Threat Monitoring Protocol

An annual threat briefing with tribal police, FBI, and BIA A designated staff member monitoring social media for

reviewing current threat categories, recent incidents in tribal court-related threats — using documented criteria for

tribal courts, and security recommendations keeps your escalation — addresses the fastest-growing threat

security planning current and evidence-based. category facing tribal judicial personnel.

Connect with NAICJA and National Court Security Include Insider Threat Awareness in Annual

Networks Security Training

The National American Indian Court Judges Association Annual training that teaches court staff to recognize and

and NCSC provide tribal-court-specific threat intelligence, report insider threat indicators — unusual information

peer support, and security resources that general law access, suspicious relationships with litigants, schedule

enforcement channels do not offer. disclosure — addresses one of the most consequential
and least visible threats to tribal courts.

m KEY WEBLINKS

National Native Justice Institute www.nativejustice.us

National Center for State Courts ncsc.org

COPS Tribal Resources Grant cops.usdoj.gov/tribalresources
BJA Tribal Justice Programs bja.ojp.gov/program/tribal-justice
FBI Public Official Threats fbi.gov

m PARTNER WITH NNJI — WE ARE READY TO SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY
TAKE ACTION TODAY — Contact NNJI at www.nativejustice.us to schedule training, consultation, or

aCCesSS resources.
Strengthening Tribal Justice — One Community at a Time
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