Knights of Columbus
Father Downey Council #4934
Council Members Meeting Minutes
Monday, October 20, 2025 at 7:00 pm
A quorum was met; the meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Grand Knight Chris Hennessey

1-3. Opening Ceremony Per Ritual
· Members in attendance (45)
· Members on Zoom (1)
· Number of guests in attendance (0)
· Dignitaries in attendance (1)
· Members reciting the rosary before the meeting (20)

4. Recorder –GK requested approval of the meetings minutes from the September 2025 members meeting per ritual.  The meeting minutes were approved with one comment … Knight Brandyn Snyders first name was misspelled in the Fourth Degree paragraph where he was welcomed as a new fourth degree knight Brandon Snyder. 
Also, John Ekblom has taken on the office of Recorder.

5. Chaplains Messge – At Fr Johns request,  Fr Aldrin asked for Knights to attend a funeral mass to be held at 10:30 am on Saturday for Arch Bishop Gilbert who was staying at the Villa. 

6. Grand Knight’s Report – Our Grand Knight spoke briefly about Fr. Johns 40th anniversary mass and the reception afterward. He mentioned Knight Joe Adamiks comment about seeing a “sea of blue” in reference to all the Knights in attendance.  Chris stressed that we are made up of Catholic men and we are visible in the community as individuals and as an organization. This is why we are Knights. We are there for each other and for the community.
6.1 Schedule-
· Officers Installation and Reception Saturday October 25th
· Epiphany COR meeting Tuesday October 28th
· Last day for dues Friday October 31st
· Trivia Night Saturday November 1st social hall
· Mass of Remembrance for deceased family members on November
· 4th Degree Exemplifications: St. Francis de Sales in Wildwood on Saturday, Nov. 1, and St. Marks in Tampa on Jan 23, 2026
· Veterans Bingo November 6th
· Veterans Dinner November 8th OLOH
· Officers meeting Monday November 10th 
· Sacred Heart Icon at Sacred Heart November 11th, OLOH November 18th; Epiphany November 25th
· Members meeting and mens rosary November 17th.
· Community Hot Meals November 17th and December 29th. 
· Patio Café Appreciation Night Thursday November 20th
· Knights on Bikes next ride will be around Thanksgiving time
· Epiphany Car Show November 22nd
· Breakfast with Santa Sunday December 7th
· Veterans Cookout December 15 th
· Epiphany Wheelchair Weekend January 24, 2026
6.2. Unfinished business- 
Dues - The last day for dues is October 31, 2025. Those that have not paid their dues by then will be dropped from our rolls and be changed to Supreme. You can mail your dues to Roland at 2769 Neverland Dr, NSB Fl 32128
Voluntary Emergency Relief Fund – Has been initiated. At the start of the meeting where you sign in you will see a plastic jar marked for donations. This money will be used to help brother knights and local residents during disasters or other times of need. 
Trunk or Treat – see Community for details
Officers Installation – ceremony will be held Oct. 25 after 4:00 mass. A reception will follow catered by our friends at the Patio Café.  We will be honoring PGK Leo Decker.  All are invited.
Charity Mania Football tickets - can be sold through October 25th.
Raffel Tickets – are still available.  The books are $10.00 each.
Sacred Heart ICON - is scheduled to be here at Sacred .  Heart from November 11 (Veterans Day) to November 18th then it will go to OLOH.
6.3. New business
Baby Bottle Drive - We’ll be starting our Baby Bottle Drive this weekend through Thanksgiving. Knights are needed to hand out bottles after all masses. Proceeds support the crisis pregnancy center.  The program goal is $2500 but our GK has set the mark at $3000.
Trivia night – The Knights are co-sponsoring this years Trivia Night with the Parent Teachers Organization (PTO) on Saturday Nov 1 in the Social Hall. We have been told the questions (created by the teachers) will be simplified. If you’re the Jeopardy type you may want to try this out.  Teams can be formed and tables can be decorated with themes (I vote for Let’s Go Mets 2026!).  You can also meet other parishioners this way and its also a good way to represent with our blue shirts. The cost is $25 and the proceeds will help fund the 7th and 8th grade Washington D.C. trip. There also is going to be Baby Sitting available for $5.00.  See Dan Moran for details.
Veterans Dinner – Veterans dinner will be held on Nov 8th at Our Lady of Hope.  Our own DGK Nick Stuart will be honored at the event. The cost is $15 a ticket.  Contact Patrick Clark for details.
Patio Café Sacred Heart and St Gerard Appreciation Night – Our friends Neel and Joe at The Patio Cafe are hosting a Ministry Appreciation Event for us. It's open to all Sacred Heart and St Gerard ministry members and spouses and its free.  Held November 20 from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm. There will be a cash bar and 10% discount at Shades and Peppers and maybe some other shops as well.
The Patio Cafe is located in the Shops At The Colony 382 Flagler Ave NSB Beachside (directly across the street from Traders). RSVP by Nov 13 with name and if you’re brining a spouse to John Ekblom (407)376-6179. Text is best.
Keep Christ in Christmas - Poster contest has been given to the school.Also, we will be selling Keep Christ in Christmas car magnets for $5.00 each. 
Breakfast with Santa – will be held in the social hall on Dec 7th after the 10:30 mass.  Norm Martens son in law has been deputized by Santa to stand in for him.
Daytona Race Support – Background: Roger Packard heads up the Daytona Race support group at OLOH and thats how we got involved. Roger said council 8086 got about $13,000 for supporting it, so its going to be a good source of revenue for our council too. Our duties include guiding people on and off trams at parking lots and to and from various seating locations throughout the racetrack stands. Daytona provides dayglow rain gear, vests, identification lanyards, and a logo hat (which we get to keep). 
Joe Adamick is spear heading our councils newly formed Daytona Race group. We are looking for volunteers for the Rolex 24 in January 2026 and several events in February 2026 including the 500. Joe will have sign up sheets at the November Knights Members meeting.
Knights Tootsie Roll Program – John Ekblom kicked off the Tootsie Roll program by recapping last year, explaining the program, introducing the charities we support, giving a loose schedule, and requesting volunteers. The actual volunteer effort takes place from the last week in January to the second week in March so there will be sign up sheets beginning in December or January once the schedules are worked out with the various businesses that help us out.  In a nutshell, on Saturdays and Sundays, we sit outside busy stores (like Publix or Chic-Fil-A) and hand out Tootsie Rolls for donations. We support two charities: (1) Autism Society Of Greater Orlando (ASGO) is a support group for autistic children and their families that provide support, events, fellowship, activities, and valuable information to families throughout central Florida. (2) Miracle League of Volusia County which is a baseball league designed for children with disabilities to play Americas Pastime on Saturday mornings.  There are spring and fall sessions that take place at the NSB Sports Complex.
John also briefly spoke to us about his 14 year old grandson Johnny, who is autistic, and spends every weekend with the Ekbloms here at NSB. Johnny is why this program is special to John and he partakes in both of these programs.  Chris Hennessy spoke about his daughter who is also autistic and reminded us all about the importance of understanding autism and how it affects not only the child but the family members too. 



7.0 FINANCIAL REPORT
7.1 Worthy Treasurer - David Jenkins reported the council’s financial status as of September 30, 2025 as follows: 
The primary checkbook balance was $19,724.44
The secondary checkbook balance for CC purchases was $1,000
No outstanding bills
7.2 Council Financial Advisor – no report
7.3 Financial Secretary - Roland Medeiros focus was dues (see above in GK unfinished business)
7.4 Trustees – no report
8.0 Membership Report 
Worthy Membership Director Pat Clark brought a motion to the floor for three new members to vote. All three were seconded by Tim Mead and the motions were approved. The new knights are Bill Bell, Michael Barbarosa, and Jeff Caldwell.
Patrick also discussed the QR code cards that are available from Jim Booritch.  The cards are designed for men wanting to join the Knights and they can do so by utilizing the QR code on the card. If the perspective member types in J. Booritch they will get the membership for free. Candidates must be practicing Catholic (implied baptized, communion, etc) men.  They should also be reminded that the council number is 4934 and told to expect an email from Supreme to validate their email.  This is a must do.
9.0  Faith In Action 
9.1 Faith Program - Director John Jankowich discussed the following:
Heart of an Angel Golf Tournament last Saturday had 100plus golfers and $20,000plus was received. There were lots of blue shirts present. Thanks for the support, Knights.
The school received its accreditation.  This occurs every 7 years.  Thre was a lot of preparation for this milestone. We scored 184/187 (for us statistic nerds that’s 98%).  Awesome job by our principal and the rest of the school personnel.
There is going to be a Mass of Remembrance for deceased family members on November 3rd at 7:00 pm. Bring pictures of your family members you wish to be honored.  Knights support is requested.
There was an interview with Pope Leo and Supreme Grand Knight Kelly in the latest Columbia magazine where the Pope honed in on the importance of the COR meetings for fellowship and focusing on building a relationship with Christ.  The next COR meeting is going to be held on Oct 28 at 6:30 pm at Epiphany.  
Last, John recounted Fr. Aldrin stressing at last Sundays 10:30 mass that persistence builds the kingdom of Christ, reinforcing it again just before the  end. And speaking about us he said that people are curious and observational. Why are all those guys in the blue shirts doing what they do? We are very visible in and about the church which may lead to people wanting to learn more about Jesus.
9.2 Family - there was no report this month 

9.3 Community Program Worthy Director Mark Swanson talked about the following:
The last Community Hot Meals day on September 29th,  95 plus meals were served to 79 participants.The remaining 2025 opportunities are November 17th and December 29th. 
A Reminder for Bingo supports the SH school. We need 2-3 guys every week to man the grill. 
There have about 120 participants so far in the Soccer Challenge
Baby bottle drive and Hoodies for Kids programs are in process
Trunk or Treat is scheduled for this Friday October 24 from 5:00 to 8:00.  Knights volunteers are requested and should show up NLT 4:30.  Knights will be engaged in parking lot, crowd control, and provide a safe environment.  This is a fun event for the kids, families and us. The event consists of trunks of cars decorated with different Halloween themes and kids can also go trick or treating at each “trunk”.
 Note that the Bishops wake is also happening at the church so the parking lot is going to be very busy!
9.4 Life Program Director Rich Ross  spoke about ASAP which stands for Additional Support After Pregnancy.  Help and support is provided to babies and mothers at a crucial when some young women are rejected by their families and the fathers of the babies disappear into thin air.  Donations of diapers and other necessities are piling up. Helping these programs which ultimately save the lives of unborn children is one of the many ways we Knights put our faith in action.  The Baby Bottle Drive is detailed in the GK New Business section in these minutes. All monies go to the Pregnancy Crisis Center. 

9.5 Fourth Degree – Andy Duzyk, was at another meeting, DD John O’Malley sppoke
· Our next 4th Degree Exemplification will be at St. Francis de Sales in Wildwood on Saturday, Nov. 1.  There are 5 candidates
· There will also be a 4th degree exemplification at St. Marks in Tampa on Jan 23, 2026
· Calling all vets for a salute to veterans at OLOH parish center on Nov 8. A “Quilt of Valor” will be honored.
· Memorial Flag Program 1st of every month. Bugel call when flag goes up and when it comes down. Vets and non vets can be honored at this event.
· Asking for an increase in Color Corp membership.  There is no Color Guard available for Arch Bishop Gilberts funeral
· Vets bingo will be held Nov 6
· There will be a Vets cook out at the VA hospital on 12/15
9.6 Field Agent -   Jim Booritch was not in attendance

9.7 Worthy District Deputy – John O’Malley DD report for October 25
Greetings from Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly and State Deputy Mike Gizewski.
Congratulations to Council 8086 for holding the first Wheelchair Weekend – raising at least 9,000 – at least 60 wheelchairs. Epiphany is set to do one on January 24; Sacred Heart interested in having one in April or May,
8086 No. 1 in the southeast region with 32 new members – two star – and another 10 pending. 4934 has six – more than halfway to star – with at least three pending.
Our next Cor meeting will be on Tuesday, Oct. 28, at Epiphany, at 6:30 p.m. Our main topic will be the third chapter in the life of our Founder, Blessed Father Michael McGivney, Everyone is invited to join us for an hour of prayer, reflection and fellowship.
Council should appoint Evangelization and Faith Formation (EFF) director (in addition to Faith), responsible for Cor. The EFF director gets plenty of Cor-related materials, and membership in Formed. I would like to welcome John Jenkowicz, who will be both Faith and EFF director for Father Downey Council.
Also, the schedule for the Sacred Heart Icon  will begin here with Father Downey Council No. 4934 beginning Nov. 11; OLOH Nov. 18; Epiphany Nov. 25 – variety of ideas to share with Faith Directors.
District highlights: Oct. 18 OLOH party/dinner; Oct. 25 Sacred Heart installation; Nov. 8 Vet Dinner; Nov, 22 Epiphany car show.
9.8 Advocate – no report to present

9.9 SVdP Watchdog – no report to present  

9.10  Warden – no report to present

9.11 Captain of Knights on Bikes Council 4934 - Shane Harrington reported the following:
The most recent event honoring and escorting the Vietnam Veterans Wall to the Edgewater American Legion Post and the celebration/expo at the post was successful.  There were around 150 participants.
Another bike ride is scheduled for next month around Thanksgiving.
9.12  Web Master – there was nothing to report this month

10.0 Good Of The Order
· Family Of The Month Award for October 2025 – Elliot and Nicole Hagood
· Knight Of The Month for October 2025 – Jason Adamick
· Drawings
· Drawing for 50-50 – winner Luc Labrec, drawn by Bill Bell
· Drawing for 600 Club – drawn by Mark Burke
· $100 winner Mike Migs Ticket #360
· $200 winner Tom Hennessy Ticket #581 
11.0 Lecturer’s Reflection Deacon Tom Myer 
When I was in diaconate formation, we were all given shirts with the logo of the Orlando Diocese embroidered on the left chest. These shirts would serve as our uniforms throughout formation and beyond. One day, one of the leaders came up to me, he used to be a Navy Chief, and, at the time, gave the appearance of quite an intimidating individual, even though we would later come to realize he was a very compassionate deacon at heart.
He asked me, what does the logo say on your chest. I immediately started to look down to answer his question and he scolded me and said that if you are going to wear that shirt you need to know and live by that logo. The logo says “Teaching and living the light of Christ”. I never forgot that logo from that day on.
The Knights of Columbus have a similar logo which we wear on ourleft side also. The logo reflects the organizations blend of Catholic faith, service and patriotism through its emblem, which includes a shield, cross, anchor, sword, and a ubique looking axe.
The shield and cross represent the Catholic spirit and our mission, while the anchor and sword symbolize our work of mercy and the virtues of medieval knights. The red, white and blue colors represent the United States flag.
The shield is like that of medieval knights representing bravery, fortitude, loyalty, and graciousness. 
The cross, almost looking like a Maltese cross set on an angle, is often missed. It represents the Catholic spirit of the order, as well as the Christian faith and the sacrifices made for it.
The anchor is a symbol for Christopher Columbus, the patron of our order, and represents stability and consolidation.
The red color represents faith, belief in Christ, and the spreading of His message. It is also seen as the blood of martyrs shed in defense of the faith.
The color white symbolizes noble purpose, purity and Christ-like charity. It also represents Gods presence and infinite love.  
And finally, the blue represents hope and is the color of the mantle of the Virgin Mary.
All 3 colors together represent Patriotism and the U.S. flag connection.
This is a lot to try and remember.
Obviously, I am no 6’5” Master Chief and there is absolutely nothing intimidating about me, but, as a humble deacon servant, I strongly encourage each of us, including myself, to live a life worthy of the Knights logo when we are wearing it over our hearts.”
12.0 Grand Knights Summary
The GK summarized the meeting
 13.0 Names of of Brother Knights and Immediate Family Members of Brother Knights that Requested to be added to our councils Prayer List
Lets keep all our brothers and their immediate family members in our prayers.
14.0 Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael McGiveny
15.0 Closing Prayer per Ritual
Our Worthy Chaplain lead us in the closing prayer 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:00pm Minutes taken by John Ekblom Recorder


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: These minutes and any attachments may contain confidential, proprietary or legally privileged information and is intended only for the use of Fr. Downey council members. These minutes and the information contained therein are not to be shared with anyone who is not a member in good standing of the Knights of Columbus without written permission of the Grand Knight. Any other sharing or distribution of these minutes is prohibited. Thank you.

 pg. 2
