
 
 
 
Volunteer Joseph Mannix Creates the Library’s 
Wonderful Summer Reading Booths 
          Since 2000, each summer Joseph Mannix creates a remarkable Summer  
Reading Booth for the Los Alamitos Rossmoor Library.  This volunteer extra- 
ordinaire was interviewed last summer by OCPL staff for their OC Stories  
feature. 
     We learned that Joseph is a retired engineer who began volunteering at  
the library in 1997.  He came to do so after seeing “an ad in the local paper  
that this library was looking for volunteers and I live very close by so I came  
over.  And, as I say, I like reading so it worked out very well.” 
     Explaining how he came to build the Summer Reading Booths, “Elise  
[Story] was the gal in charge of volunteers and she came to me one day and  
asked if I could make a booth for –that was in the year 2000 – the Summer  
Reading program. They had been making booths themselves and they spot- 
ted one in a catalog but it was more money than they wanted to pay, so they  
gave me a picture of it.”  Using the cardboard left from abandoned voting  
booths as well as colored paper and paint and brads, Joseph created his first  
Summer Reading Booth and has been doing so ever since. 
     When asked about his creative process, Joseph explained that he creates  
the booth to fit the theme of the Summer Reading Program. “[S]sometimes  

it’s the old west, one time it was 
ancient Egypt, another time 
it’s…detectives and stuff…Last year, I 
made it a little cartoon train.  Now, 
when I was a kid there used to be a 
cartoon called the Toonerville Trolley 
so I had that kind of in mind and the 
year (2019) the theme was enter-
tainment – something about show 
business, so I made it a theater 
marquee.  That turned out kind of 
nice.  And then one year also we 

made – the theme was, “Get the Reading Bug”, so for a bug I used a 
beehive.  Made a big beehive and that excited people.” 
     “By the way, I keep track of all my hours,” Joseph said laughing, 
“Counting all the way from 1997, I guess it is, I’ve put in over fourteen 
thousand hours here.”  
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President’s Message – Del Clark  
Hello Friends! 
 

     The Friends of the Library spring forward with a packed agenda: Election of our 
2020-21 Board, May 17th Annual Meeting & Volunteer Luncheon, High School 
Scholarship awards, replanting and renovation of our Library’s entrance; funding 
children’s summer programs; enhancing our website & social media; and not least, 
operating our Book Store and bi-monthly Book Sales. 
     We welcome new volunteers to help us continue our work in support of our 
outstanding Library so stop by and join our FOL family! 

Happy Reading! 
Del 

 
Find Friendship Inside the Bookstore                    …Mary Holzang 

 

     Those of you who have shopped at our little bookstore know that we carry every 
genre of books from fiction, non-fiction, sports, classics, magazines, history, politics and 
of course children’s. 
      We also carry friendship, laughter and assistance.   People who love books are the 
very best people in the world so if you are looking for something to do in your spare 
time ask about becoming a volunteer in the bookstore. There are a variety of things to do 
from working at the desk, cashiering at our outdoor sales or helping to organize the 
shelves. 

      Come on in and fill out a form.  We’d love to have you. 

 
 
 
Save the Dates for our Next Outdoor Sales in March & May 

…Frieda Wray  
     Happy 2020 to everyone.    Thank you to everyone for your donations and your 
purchases at the Outside Sales as well as in the Bookstore.   We had a fabulous 
year.  Let’s make 2020 a new record-setting year.   
     The March sale will be March 19th  and 21st  and will feature all blue-dotted books at  
4 for $1.  The May book sale will be May 21st and 23rd and yellow-dotted books will also 
be 4 for $1. 
     Check the patio for our Women's Cart.  Since it is doing so well, we are keeping it 
out for another year.   ENJOY.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Author Talk with Randi Biederman 
         Randi Biederman married into a Holocaust survivor family. Her father-in-law,       
    Hirsch, a teenaged deportee from Lodz, Poland, was the third person named on  
    Schindler’s List. His family had a treasured coin collection that they buried to keep  
    out of Nazi hands and which wasn’t recovered for over sixty-five years. Learn the  
    story of how Randi and her husband Mark embarked on a twenty-year quest to  
    discover when and where the family managed to bury the coins, as they discuss  
    Schindler’s Listed: The Search for my Father’s Lost Gold. A story of very dark  
    days of the Holocaust and their impact upon two teenagers who, against all odds,  
    survived, met and fell in love. 3/9, 2 – 3 pm. 

 

Bookstore Hours: Mon. 12-6, Tues-Wed-Thurs-Sat 10-4 
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Membership Supports the Library & It’s Programs 

…VP Membership Sharon Westafer                              
Dear Friends,  
  
     The latest purchases made with funds from Friends of the Library memberships 
are furniture and an umbrella for the patio where the librarians and staff enjoy their 
breaks. They, and we, appreciate your generosity. The Friends will sponsor a 
program on March 22nd featuring author Sue Ann Robinson, who creates art books, 
will be speaking. Please join us for this interesting program; we’ll look forward to 
seeing you there! 
 
     Please take a moment to see if your membership is up to date. If you have not yet 
renewed, please do so. Your dues are what fund these wonderful programs and so many other services 
provided by the library.  While the membership period is from June to June, we are happy to accept 
renewals and memberships at any time. As an added bonus, renewals received now will be good until June 
of 2021.  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
     You might also like to volunteer with the friends. You’ll make new friends and have a great time. Who 
can resist working around books? 
 
I would like to volunteer in the following: 
� Bookstore � Outside sales � Event support � Board member � Publicity 
� I’m not sure, please contact me 

Thank you for supporting the Los Alamitos-Rossmoor Library.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Membership Application 
 

� Individual    $20      �  Family $25      � Patrons $50     � Business $200 � Life $250 
� Donation _________      �  New Member           � Renewal               

 
Please Print: 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _______________________________  State ______ Zip ___________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________  Email _______________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to Friends of LAR Library.  You can also join on-line at www.friendslarlibrary.org. Renewals 
and donations can also be made through PayPal.  Our emails is friendsoflarlibrary@gmail.com 
 
I would like to volunteer in the following: 
� Bookstore  � Outside sales  � Event support   � Board member  � Publicity  

� I’m not sure, please contact me       
 

 

Do your shopping and benefit the Friends of the Library. 
Every time you shop on AmazonSmile* with Friends of the Los Alamitos-Rossmoor Public Library listed as 
your charity, Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of all your eligible purchases to support our programs. Learn 
more here. 
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Explore Orange County with Discover & Go 
…Head Librarian Semra Bissel 

     Explore Orange County museums and attractions through this exciting partnership 
between OC Public Libraries and local cultural institutions. Log in to Discover & Go 
with your OC Public Libraries card and reserve free or low-cost passes to participating 
organizations. This program is available to Orange County residents 18 and over with 
an OCPL card in good standing.   
 
How it Works 

Discover & Go is open to Orange County residents 18 and over with an OC Public Library card in good 
standing. To get started: 

1. Log in to https://ocpl.discoverandgo.net/ with your library card to browse available passes by date 
or attraction. Need a library card? Get one for free.  

2. Make your reservation and print or download your pass shortly before your visit. Please remember: 
You cannot cancel your reservation once you have printed or downloaded your pass.  

3. Bring your printed pass with you. The pass is only valid for the name and date on the pass, and valid 
photo ID is required. 

Remember: 
• You can have up to two reservations at a time.  
• You can make reservations up to three months in advance.  
• All passes are first come, first served.  
• New passes are released at the beginning of each month.  

Frequently asked questions can be found at http://www.ocpl.org/explore_oc 

Announcing ecards!! 

     Residents of Orange County can now get an eCard by registering online without having to come into the 
Library. An eCard provides access only to online databases and downloadable eMedia. It may not be used 
to borrow, place holds on material from the library, nor is it valid for use of the public Internet computers 
and WiFi at the libraries. Patrons who already have an OC Public Libraries card already have this access and 
do not need an eCard.  
     You may upgrade your eCard for full privileges by visiting one of our libraries and providing valid ID. 
This privilege started on December 17 and patrons will be able to register online for a library card to use 
Overdrive immediately. A 7-digit number will be emailed to the applicant, they will be able to access 
Overdrive right away. The applicant must live in Orange County in order to get a library card. 
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Friends of the Library Welcome Artist Sue Ann Robinson 
     On Sunday, March 22 at 2 pm, FOL will welcome Sue Ann Robinson, Instructor, CSULC and Curator 
Emerita, Long Beach Museum of Art. 
      Robinson has been making limited edition and unique artist books since 1981. She is an educator, author, 
and visual artist whose books are in the collections of The National Gallery of Art, The Getty Research 
Institute, and Yale University, among others. 
      Says Robinson, “I create both one-of-a-kind and limited edition, mixed media, and sculptural artist 
books. My work pushes the boundaries of the book arts by expanding the notion of the book as a useful 
container to being an expressive visual artwork. My work as a museum professional has been directed to the 
inclusion of artist books into museum art collections.” She also conducts Book Arts Workshops and will be 
sharing her beautiful art at this program.  As always admission is free and refreshments will be served. 

Library has Programming for Adults Too  
Alzheimer Series 
Learn the difference between Alzheimer’s and dementia;  
Alzheimer’s stages and risk factors; current research and  
available treatments; and ways the Alzheimer’s Association  
can help. Free and open to all ages. 
3/24, 4/28 and 5/26 2 - 3:30 pm 
Genre Hopping Book Club 
This book club for adults tackles different genres on the first  
Monday of every month. Copies of the title can be found at the  
Service Desk. Call the branch at 562-430-1048 with any  
questions.  5:30 – 6:30 pm 
3/2 – The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben 
4/6 – The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon 
5/4 – The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Friends Offer 
Scholarships for Local 
High School Students  
 

                
     In an effort to encourage continuing 
education and to acknowledge 
superior accomplishments the Friends 
of Los Alamitos-Rossmoor Library 
would like to present four $1,000 
scholarships to local high school 
seniors this year.  
     Applications are available at the Los 
Alamitos-Rossmoor Library or on- 
line through Los Alamitos High 
School’s Naviance system or at the 
Friends website: 
http://www.friendsoflarlibrary.org/ 
and must be returned to the Los 
Alamitos-Rossmoor Library, 12700 
Montecito Rd, Seal Beach, CA, 90740  
     The application dead line is March 
16, 2020. Recipients will be notified no 
later than mid-May.   
 

Don’t forget the Outside Book Sales:   
March 19 & 21 and May 21 & 23 

Volunteers always welcome – we need help setting 
up & cashiering—Email, call or stop by the Bookstore  
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Friends of the      Programming from Birth to Age 12  
   Library Board 

President – Del Clark 
1st VP Programs – Sandy Tessier        
2nd VP Membership – Sharon Westafer 
3rd VP Outdoor Sales – Frieda Wray 
4th VP Indoor Sales – Mary Holzgang 
Secretary – Kathryn St. John 
Treasurer – Ann Poissot 
Assistant Treasurer –  Becky Allie 
Newsletter – Deb Lelchuk 
Directors at Large – 

  Elise Story 
  Patricia Piar 
  Michael Coover 
  Diane Cherniss 
  Marguerite Lyon 
  Karen Covey 
               Sandy Lamoureux 

Website – Cheryl Fujii 
Student Co-directors 

  Katie Kubiatko 
  Kathryn Ball 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

Want to know where to find 
the Friends of the Los 
Alamitos-Rossmoor Library? 
 
Email:    
friendsoflarlibrary@gmail.com 
 
Phone:   (562) 430-1048, ext. 6 
 
Website:  
www.friendsoflarlibrary.com 
 
And click here to find  
us on Facebook 
 
 

Baby and Toddler Storytime 
Our youngest patrons, birth to 3 years, and caregiver can join 
in on storytime fun. Books will be read with songs, rhymes, 
and activities to get started on the path to Early Literacy 3/5, 
3/12, 3/19 and 3/26, 4/2, 4/16, 4/23 and 4/30, 5/7, 5/14, and 
5/21. 11:30 – 11:50 am 
 
Baby and Toddler Parachute Storytime 
Join us for this special parachute storytime! It will be the same 
books and rhymes as 3/19 and 5/21 sessions (which will be 
held in the Children's Area), but with the added fun of 
parachute play! Sensory Play to follow. Open to our youngest 
patrons, birth to 3 years, and a caregiver. 3/18 and 5/20 11:30 
– 11:50 am 
 
Preschool Storytime and Craft Time 
Storytime is a simple and fun way to get your kids excited 
about books and reading. Each week we’ll read funny books 
and sing silly songs. Parents/caretakers can chat with one 
another and make friends. Stay after and join us to take part in 
a craft activity! All supplies are available. Open to ages 2-6.  
3/2, 2/9, 3/16, 3/23 and 3/30, 4/13, 4/20 and 4/27, 5/4, 5/11 
and 5/18, 11:30 – 12:15 pm 

 
Sensory Play 
Expand your child's learning through hands on activities that 
stimulate the senses! Open to ages birth to 5 years old, 
different activities will be provided based on age range; 3/5, 
3/12, 3/19 and 3/26, 4/2, 4/16. 4/23 and 4/30, 5/7, 5/14 and 
5/21 11:50 – 12: 15pm 
 
Little Architects 
Little Architects ages 4 and up can drop in to get creative with 
Legos and Duplos. Free build for creative play or follow one 
of our themes for fun.  The possibilities are endless. 
3/4, 4/1 and 5/6 4 – 5 pm 
 
Discovery Club  
STEAM program intended for ages 5-10 where we get creative 
with fun projects. Supplies are limited so call us to register a 
spot at 562-430-1048 beginning February 10th. 
3/24, 4/21 and 5/19 4 – 5 pm 
 
Kids Book Club 
Join this book club for ages 8-12! Book-related snacks will be 
provided. Books can be found at the Service Desk. 4 - 5pm 
3/26 – Shine! by J. J. Grabenstein 
4/30 – TBA.  5/28 – TBA 
 
 Egg Decorating 

Decorate Your Eggs! Drop in between 10 am to 5 pm to 
decorate eggs with colors, stickers, and other assorted 
decorations. Just bring your own hardboiled eggs and your 
creativity, the Library will provide the supplies and the clean-
up! Ages 4 to 12 4/9 10 am – 5 pm 
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Teens Will Find More than Ever at the Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s All About the Movies 

Classic Monsters Film 
Film club showcasing classic monster movies from the  
1920s – 1960s, open to teens 13 and older & adults. 
3/28 – 2 – 3:15 pm 
4/18 – 3 – 4:15 pm 
5/30 – 11 – 12:15 pm 

May the Fourth Celebration 
Celebrate May the Fourth at the  
Los Alamitos-Rossmoor Library!  
We’ll have Star Wars crafts and  
activities. Everyone is welcome to  
wear their Star Wars-attire.  

Program is open to all ages and free!  5/4  – 3:30 – 4:30 pm 

Teen Volunteer Orientation 
Teens, ages 13-17, needing community service hours can attend a once a month orientation to sign up for 
shifts. Grab an application from the Service Desk and return it completed to the meeting. Must attend an 
orientation before able to sign up for shifts. 
3/5, 4/2 and 5/7 5 – 5:30 pm 
 
The Craft: Teen Tote Bags 
Tweens and teens (ages 12 – 18) can decorate their own tote bag by either freehand art or using stencils. 
All supplies will be provided, but feel free to bring any extra materials that you would like. Sign-ups 
begin March 2nd. Call us at 562-430-1048 to reserve your spot or ask at the Service Desk.  3/10, 4 - 5 pm 
 
The Craft: Teen Peeps Diorama Competition 
Tweens and teens (ages 12 – 18) can release some mid-semester stress with this friendly Peeps Diorama 
Competition! Come to the program with an idea based on something from Pop Culture (book, tv show, 
music, movie), a shoebox, and your creativity to bring a scene to life. We’ll provide all the Peeps and 
miscellaneous materials, just don’t forget your idea and shoebox. Leave your diorama behind to have the 
community vote on the best diorama to win a prize. 4/14, 4 – 5 pm 
 
The Craft: Teen Cake Jars  
Tweens and teens (ages 12 – 18) can create their own cake jar using various flavors of cakes, frostings, 
puddings, and toppings. All supplies will be provided, but the program is limited to 15 participants. Sign-
up at the Service Desk beginning 5/4 for the program 5/12, 4 – 5 pm 
 
Teen Advisory Group 
For teens ages 12-17. Consider joining the Los Alamitos-Rossmoor Library Teen Advisory Group (TAG.) It 
is a great way to earn community service hours, discuss what you want from the library, and getting to 
know other teens. Snacks will be provided. Ask the Service Desk for more info. 
3/7, 4/4 and 5/2 3 - 4 pm 
 
Teen Book Club 
Join us for a lively discussion on teen books! Talk about  
what you’re reading or join us in discussing our current selection.  
Open to ages 13-18. Snacks provided. 4 – 5 pm 
3/12 - Mockingjay by Suzanne Collins 
4/16 – Turtles All the Way Down by John Green 
5/14 – Dread Nation by Justina Ireland 
 
 
 

 

 
Come and have your reluctant 
reader read to a dog! Children can 
improve their reading skills and 
build confidence by reading to a  
trained therapy dog. Even if they 
read fine, it is such a joy to read to 
these dogs! Reserve your 10-
minute slot. Call the library to  
schedule your time. Walk-ins are 
welcome. Ages 4 and up. 3/7, 4/4 
and 5/2 11– 12 pm 
 

“Books to the ceiling, Books to the sky, My pile of books is a 
mile high. How I love them! How I need them! I’ll have a long 
beard by the time I read them.” – Arnold Lobel, author of  the 
Frog and Toad series and Mouse Soup 
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12700 Montecito Road 
Seal Beach, CA 90740 


