TANNING KIT INSTRUCTIONS
ARLINGTON CAPE

110 W. LIBERTY STREET

P.O. BOX 111

ARLINGTON, OHIO 45814

This kit contains approximately 1 lb. of tan, 30 oz. of pickling crystals, and 32 oz. Of tanning oil.  In addition to this you will need 15 lbs. of salt, fine grade, not rock salt, (check at grain elevator that grinds feed for 50 lbs. bags), 8 oz. baking soda and laundry detergent.

STEP ONE:   Clean as much fat and meat off of the skin as possible, lay skin flat and cover with a heavy layer of salt.  If you can see the skin through the salt, add a little more.  Leave the skin under salt for 3 or 4 days then shake salt off and hang to dry, or proceed directly to next step.

STEP TWO:   Re-hydrate skin by soaking in cool water. Ad laundry detergent after your skin is loose and ready to come out of the re-hydration. This will be your primary wash to clean the fur of mud and blood, hand wash for about five minutes.  The skin is ready to remove and drain when it is limp and pliable like a raw skin.  This time will vary from a few hours to overnight, depending on how dry the skin was at the start.  Stirring and stretching the skin will speed up the process.

STEP THREE: Mix pickle solution by adding 1 lb. salt and 3 oz. pickling crystals to each gallon of water.  There are enough crystals in the kit to make 10 gallons of pickle solution.  Place skins in the pickle and stir periodically for 3 to 5 days.  Remove and drain the skins and proceed to step four.  The pickle can be used at least twice if saved in a closed container.

STEP FOUR: Prepare the tan; there is enough tan for roughly twelve pounds of skins (drained weight).  If you have enough for a full tan, then use 10 gallons of water, 6.25 lbs. salt (5/8 lb. per gal.) And entire contents of tan (16 oz. – 1.6 oz. per gal.).  Mix tan solution with hot water and let it cool before adding skins.  At this time you need to finish cleaning any remaining meat and fat off of the skin, and greasy skins such as raccoon, bear, and beaver need to be washed again in laundry detergent.  Always rinse your skins well in clear water after washing; detergent residue will react unfavorably with the acidic pickle and tan solution.  Place skins in your cooled tanning solution and stir periodically, a few times in the first 30 minutes, then a few times a day for the rest of the day and the next.  After 36 to 48 hours the skins will be ready to remove from the tan.  Proceed to the next step.

STEP FIVE: Neutralize the tan with baking soda.  Use in proportion listed above, 8 oz. For full tan, 4 oz. for 1/2 tan, etc.

When adding soda it will foam up for a few minutes.  Wear rubber gloves and stir skins thoroughly while foaming.  After foaming is done and skins are stirred well, leave them soak an additional 15 to 20 minutes.  Remove, drain, rinse and drain again. Hang skins to drain overnight.  Proceed to next step.

STEP SIX: Warm your tanning oil to 100 degrees Fahrenheit.  Lay your skins out with the leather side up.  (You don’t need to oil the hair side).  Use a paint brush to swab a coating of oil on each skin, it doesn’t need to be heavy, just get a complete coating.  Fold the skins up so you have skin to skin contact and leave it soak in for 3 days.

STEP SEVEN: Unfold and hang your skins to dry.  If you have a sawdust tumbler let skins hang until almost completely dry then tumble in sawdust with some solvent added to clean the fur then over the next few days stretch on the skin as it is drying to break the fibers and soften it.  If you don’t have a tumbler, let skin dry until stiff then wash in laundry detergent, rinse in clear water, then lay a wet towel on the skin over night.  Hang to dry again only stretch on it as it is drying this time.

This should get you a fairly decent tanned skin.  Tanning is a lot of work, and the more effort you put into it, the more you will get out of it.  The most important parts are getting the skin as clean of all meat and fat as possible, and the stretching during drying.  This kit is enough to tan two average deer skins or 12 to 15 raccoon size skins.  We do have ingredients available in larger amounts if you start tanning a larger volume of skins.

Although none of the ingredients in this kit are extremely dangerous to handle, you need to use caution when handling.  Do not ingest, wear rubber gloves, eye protection, use in well -ventilated area.

The tan is aluminum oxide based, and the pickling crystals are citric acid based.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO GIVE ME A CALL DURING DAYS AT 419-365-5321, OR EMAIL ME AT: arlcape@frontier.com.

GOOD LUCK AND HAVE FUN!

KEITH DANIELS  
