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SPAE Mission Statement 

Scottish Partnership for 
Arts and Education, a 501(c) 
3 nonprofit corporation, 
believes that the historic 
connections between Scot-
land, countries of West Af-
rica, and the United States 
provide an educational 
foundation which broadens 
perspectives and under-
standing, creating mutual 
respect and unity. 

Announcements

Join us at The Focal Point 
on Friday, November 1st as 
we  welcome Jim and Susie 

Malcolm.  We have wel-
comed Jim and Susie to The 
Focal Point several times, 

with SPAE paying the Mal-
colms and the ticket sales 

being donated back to The 
Focal Point as a fundraiser 
for them. You can purchase 

tickets here.

President’s Message
by Michael Herron

We are beginning our 19th season this fall. We welcome back our artists – Brian Mc-
Neill, Gregory Maurice, Jil Chambless and Jim Malcolm. Jim Malcolm will be perform-
ing a benefit forthe Focal Point with his wife Susie on November 1st. You can purchase 
tickets at this site. Jil Chambless, our vocal teacher, will also be returning in late January 
and will have a concert, also at the Focal Point, on January 31, 2025. Please visit our web-
site at www.stlspae.org for more information. We also have a Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/STLSPAE.

Finally, thanks to those that donated on giveSTLday on May 6th. We raised over $2,800!

Michael Herron
President & Treasurer, SPAE

Notes from the Artistic Director
by Diane McCullough

Dear Friends,

One of our earliest supporters was the Dunvegan Foundation. They are a Clan McLeod 
organization that local Clan McLeod members Iona Baldwin and Ian Good introduced 
SPAE to when the clan held their international conference here in St. Louis.  John Mc-
Leod was then president and he and his wife, Judy, guided us to apply for a grant from 
the Dunvegan Foundation.

This summer I had the pleasure of meeting Charlene Boyes and Linda McLeod in Co-
lumbia, MO. Charlene is moving from grants chair to president and Linda is taking over 
as the grants chair. I was thrilled to learn that they support our mission enthusiastically. 
I am so grateful for their continued support and look forward to working with them.

SPAE is an associate arts organization with the Des Lee Fine Arts Education Collabora-
tive. This organization works to provide arts education in school districts that are consid-
ered under-served in the arts. A majority of students in these schools receive free and/or 
reduced rate lunch services. (51% of Missouri school age children are under the poverty 
line.)  Every year there is a Des Lee Kickoff where teachers and administrators come to 
see what the Des Lee group of arts organizations has to offer for the year. SPAE received 

    Scottish Partnership for Arts and Education                        Heather Day, editor        info@stlspae.org     



Page 2

a lot of interest in two of the research studies that I have written so I have been busy 
writing unit and lesson plans that meet state education standards. This will make 
it easier for teachers to incorporate these materials into their class work. It is very 
detailed but important work.

Our Scottish fiddle workshops with Brian McNeill are scheduled for October in five 
schools. Brian is still working virtually with our schools and it is working out beau-
tifully.

Jil Chambless will teach Scots and American Song in January at two schools. They 
will perform with her band on January 31, 2025 at The Focal Point. Jim and Susie 
Malcolm will perform at The Focal Point on November 1, 2024. We look forward to 
seeing them again.

Thank you for supporting our work. We can’t do this without you.

Peace,

Diane
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SPAE Board of Directors

Michael Herron,                  
 President/Treasurer/
 Secretary

Diane McCullough,              
 Artistic Director/     
 Founding Director 

Carolyn Peters,   
 Director

Beverly Whittington,   
 Director

Lorine Pattin,
 Director

Kimberly McAllister,
 Director/Grants  
 Administrator

Heather Day,
 Director

Alex Sutherland,   
 In-Memorium

SPAE Advisory Board

Robert Nordman,   
            Retired Supervisor of  
 Music for St. Louis
 Public Schools. E. 
 Desmond Lee Pro
 fessor Emeritus of 
 Music Education at
 the University of 
 Missouri at St. Louis. 

Mark Clark,    
            Music Teacher, 
 Guitarist, Composer

Marie Brown,
 Violin, Viola Teacher

Missouri arts need your voice!  
Dear SPAE Supporter,

Thank you so much for your steadfast support of SPAE. Today, I’m reaching out person-
ally about an important issue that will impact not only SPAE, but the entire Missouri arts 
landscape:  Will you please sign up for action alerts with Missouri Citizens for the Arts 
and follow them on social media? 

For more than 40 years, Missouri Citizens for the Arts has provided a presence for 
Missouri’s arts industry, including SPAE at the state Capitol.  When funding for the arts 
is presented as a “discretionary” choice, MCA is there to remind 197 state legislators 
that for every one dollar invested in the arts, more than eight dollars are returned to the 
Missouri economy.  MCA has successfully saved MAC from being zeroed out of the state 
budget to securing over $10 million in the FY25 state budget to support over 500 arts 
organizations and events statewide.

Meanwhile, MCA has no paid staff, only volunteers. So advocating for arts dollars is 
tough work and they need help for full amplification. 

Here is my simple request: 
• Please sign up to receive alerts from MCA
• Follow them on Facebook, Instagram, and X

You’ll stay on top of opportunities to make your voice heard, you’ll help us at SPAE 
receive greater state support, and you’ll ensure Missouri’s dynamic cultural and artistic 
identity thrives!  

With appreciation, 

Michael Herron, President of SPAE

P.S. You can learn more about MCA’s work here. Thank you again for your support of 
SPAE as well as the arts in Missouri!
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SPAE 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Concerts

Jim Malcolm
Friday, November 1, 2024

8:00 PM
SPAE Benefit for Focal Point

Jil Chambless
Saturday, January 31, 2025

8:00 PM
SPAE Benefit for Focal Point

giveSTLday
Wednesday, May 8, 20245

St. Louis Scottish Games
2025

Other St. Louis Scottish Organizations

St. Andrew Society of St. Louis
http://www.stlstandrews.org/
A not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
cultural interchange between Scotland and the 
St. Louis area.

The Focal Point
http://www.thefocalpoint.org/
Focal Point is a not-for-profit educational 
corporation dedicated to the promotion of 
folk music and other musical forms which 
have come from folk music, as well as other 
associated traditional art forms like dance, 
storytelling, etc... 

St. Louis Scottish Games
http://www.stlouis-scottishgames.com/
The purposes of SLSG are educational, cultur-
al, charitable, and philanthropic. The organi-
zational objectives are to foster and encourage 
open exchange of cultural, educational, and 
recreational concepts and pursuits between 
those with an interest in the culture and heri-
tage of Scotland and others in the Greater St. 
Louis area.

Highland Mist Scottish Country Dancers
http://www.highlandmistdancers.org/
Highland Mist welcomes beginners at every 
class - no prior dance experience is needed - 
and you may come with or without a partner.   
And you don’t need to have a Scottish back-
ground.   Just wear comfortable clothing, and 
dance or athletic shoes. 

Dance Caledonia of St. Louis
https://www.facebook.com/DanceCaledonia
Visit the facebook page of Dance Caledonia, 
which specializes in Highland dancing. 

Scan the QR code below to visit our website.

THIS PROJECT IS SUPPORTED IN PART BY AN AWARD FROM THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS. ART WORKS


