















































alums, and in less than a
year, the official kick-off
event to establish the S\WC
Alumni  Association
held in March 2024. Today

the Alumni Association has

was

over 100 members and is

growing quickly! The
Alumni Association works
closely with the SWC

Foundation, now directed
by Erica Johnson.

EVENTS AND
MEMBERSHIP

In the past two years, the Alumni
Association has hosted a holiday
soiree as their signature event and
will be doing so once again this
December! Hosted by Sammy's at
Seven Mile Casino, we will be
gathering on December 11" for
good food, good cheer, and the
opportunity to help students who
are food insecure.

Other plans include arts
presentations, social mixers, and
special invitations to campus
events. Did you attend the grand
opening of the new Botanical
Garden? Or the

performance of the musical On

outstanding

Your Feet? Have you used the
state-of-the-art athletic facilities?
Have you notice the newly opened
Student Center and Instructional &
Discovery Complex? If not, SWC
continues to grow and update to
provide students with the best
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opportunity  for success, and
Alumni Association members get a
front row seat to all the latest and
greatest.

Joining the alumni association
is about staying connected to your
alma mater. SWC is where your
educational and career goals
began. It's a way to give back, by
sharing career experiences, or
contributing to scholarships and
student support programs.
Members also enjoy exclusive
networking opportunities, events,
what s
Most

importantly, being part of the

and updates about

happening on campus.

association keeps alumni rooted in

a community that helped shape

who you are—and lets you be part

of its continued growth and
success.

If you've ever taken a class at
Southwestern College, you are a
part of the SWC Family and we
consider you an alum! How can
you join the Alumni Association:

¢ Annual Membership - Enjoy
year-round access to alumni
events, networking, and
exclusive resources.

+ New Student Membership -
Recent SWC grads are gifted a
FREE YEAR of membership for
the Alumni Association

+ Affiliate Membership - Not an
SWC alum? No problem! Our
Affiliate

welcomes friends, family, and

Membership

supporters who want to stay

connected and make a

difference.

As the Alumni Association

grows, so does its role in
supporting current students both
financially and through personal
connections. Association members
have collective aspirations to
provide scholarships, contribute to
Cares emergency grants, and
support other opportunities that
directly benefit students. In
addition,

their time for career panels, offer

alumni can volunteer
internships to current students,
and participate in networking
events. Helping students gain real-
world insight and professional
opportunities is a key part of their
career journey. The goal of the
association is to provide a strong
support system for students that

extends beyond the classroom.

Join us.
For more information, please
contact Irma Velasco at

ivelasco@swccd.edu

or visit the webpage at
https.//www.swccd.edu/swc-

community/swc-foundation/
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JAGUARS
UNITE! -

Join us in paying it forward -

Make a difference alongside your your fellow
alumni in shaping the leaders of tomorrow.
Alumni can empower and inspire the next
generation of Jaguars to thrive.

N

somwestomcouese  WWW.sweed.edu/Alumni

Join the movement. Join the Legacy.
Join us in making a lasting impact.
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Hello, neighbors, | am honored to be able
to speak to you through this publication
and | hope to be able to do so every
month. | want to use this important space
to bring you behind the scenes of county
government, highlight issues in our
district, and share what your local offices
are doing (or can do) to help. But first, |
want to start by telling you a little bit
about me, because | suspect many of you
know me only as “the new Supervisor,”
and | hope this gives you a better sense of
who | am, what | care about, and why I'm
here.

| grew up between two worlds. | was
born in San Francisco to Mexican
immigrant parents who worked hard to
provide for our family, and when | was
eight, we moved back to our roots in
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, where | finished
high school. Those early years taught me
two things: the strength of family
sacrifice and the deep value of
community. Coming back to the U.S. in
2001, | went to college at the University
of San Diego (the first in my family to
graduate college) where | got a BA in
psychology and later a master’s in marine
biodiversity and conservation at Scripps /
UCSD.

My path into public service started
early on when | worked for immigrant and
low-income families in South San Diego
helping them through foreclosure
assistance and legal navigation. For over a
decade | worked as a Director with the
nonprofit WILDCOAST, focused on
coastal and cross-border pollution,
particularly the Tijuana River sewage
crisis that has plagued our South Bay
waters. | also served on the California

\ A New Voice for South San Diego

By Paloma Aguirre, Supervisor District 1

Coastal Commission, and | co-founded the
Tijuana River Action Network. In these roles | saw
firsthand how environmental justice, public
health, and social equity are inseparable. Who
has clean air and clean water — and who is
burdened by pollution — often comes down to
geography and power. That work shaped my
convictions that government must act boldly in
underserved communities, especially at our
border.

In 2018 | ran for City Council in Imperial
Beach and became the first Latina elected to
that office. Later, in 2022, | became Imperial
Beach’s first Latina mayor. Along the way |
focused on tackling the sewage crisis, improving
renter protections, and strengthening climate
resilience. In July 2025 | was sworn in as San
Diego County Supervisor for District 1, and now |
serve nearly 650,000 residents across South
Bay, San Ysidro, National City, Chula Vista, and
adjacent areas. | ran for these positions not
because | wanted to be in government, but
because | understand that to create real change,
you must have a seat at the table — especially
when our communities have been left behind for
far too long.

But enough on the resume — here’s a little
about who | am outside of work.

My husband, Delio, had the privilege of
swearing me in when | took office and | am the
proud dog-mom to Dasha, and when | am not in
the office serving my constituents, you can see
me the water hopefully catching some waves.

| also love being out in the community,
going to local community events, attending
block parties, farmers markets, or just knocking
on doors to hear what matters to you.
| hope that gives you a glimpse of who | am,
of who is representing you and what guides my
decision making.
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