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To all you artists out there. Stop being selfish!
Show us your art. :-) | know you are a shy bunch,
worried that not everybody is going to love your
work. Worried it is not good enough. Thinking
you just need more time. Let me tell you a secret.
The time is now, and if you put your heart and
soul into it, it is good enough. We the non-artists
of the world are counting on you! We need your
art to make us ponder, to question. To wake us
up. To glimpse into the future. To make us
inspired. To remind us of something importantin
our past. Or simply to enjoy at face value. April is
National Poetry Month. In this issue, we tip our
hat to all local artists, creatives, and dreamers.

It has long been the goal of this magazine to
highlight local artists and to build a more
collaborative local art scene. For you non-artists
out there, we want to encourage you to support
local artists and maybe try being creative
yourself. You might even discover a new passion.

Find additional video content on our social media
platforms. Search for Chula Vista Magazine on
Facebook, Instagram and Youtube.

Do you have an idea for a future story? Please feel
free to contact me at Jeff@TheTownelLocal.com

D0 OFe0

- - H
TheTownelocal TheTownelocal
ChulaVista.com Bonita.com

10 00/0 Lo Ca\

N
ABOUT OUR TEAM

Jeff Bettger

Publishing Director
Jeff@TheTownelocal.com

Jeff has been a Realtor in the South Bay for 25+
years. Previously, he was a Professor of Special
Education at San Francisco State University.

Kim Skulavik, CMP

\ Creative Director
& Kim@TheTownelocal.com

Kim is an event planner by day, and graphic
designer by night. She enjoys playing video
games and going to conventions in her free time.

9 Steve Wood

Photographer
SteveWoodChulaVista@gmail.com

Steve is a legendary Chula Vista photographer. When
not capturing beautiful sunsets, he and his wife can
be found supporting community art events.
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teaching psychology at Donovan for nine years,
covering General, Social, and Abnormal Psychology
in the classroom and onlineg” says adjunct
instructor Stephanie Hall. “To me, it is a treat for an
instructor to work with students who are so
motivated and engaged. I've found the students
truly show up by diving into discussions, keep up
with the reading, and have a real desire to learn.”
Over nearly a decade, Hall has witnessed the long-
term impact of that commitment. “I've watched
students earn associate degrees, bachelor’s
degrees, and go on to pursue other academic
goals,” she says. “These are admirable
accomplishments, and I'm thankful to be a part of.”

Instructor of Behavioral Sciences Christopher
Conner agrees. Conner has also been with the
program since 2018 and considers himself
fortunate to teach these students. “Many of the
students in my classes at Donovan, for one reason
or another, had difficulties in their childhood school
lives.My role is to prove to them they can achieve in
ways they never before thought possible. They
almost always end up doing well. My stats students
can't believe this is the same class | teach on the
outside, but they get a kick out of hearing that they
often out-perform traditional students.”

For many students, the program is a gateway
to bigger goals. Since 2019, an average of at least
25 students per year have transferred from
Donovan to the University of California, Irvine, where
they pursue bachelor’'s degrees in Sociology.

This steady pipeline highlights a growing
culture of academic ambition. Yet the journey is not
always as seamless after release. Formerly
incarcerated students often face significant
barriers such as housing instability, employment
challenges, transportation, and
responsibilities that can make continuing their
education difficult. These realities contribute to
lower transfer rates despite strong academic
performance.

Even so, individual success stories underscore
what's possible. Jairo, another Southwestern
College alumnus, began his education while
incarcerated in 2021. Following his release in 2024,
he transferred to San Diego State University just
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two weeks later after serving 25 years. Now pursuing
his bachelor's degree in Sociology, he is on track to
graduate in 2026 and has already been accepted into
a graduate program. Stories like these illustrate the
program’s deeper impact: not just academic success,
but transformation.

The Restorative Justice Program is part of a
broader shift in California’s correctional philosophy,
one that increasingly prioritizes rehabilitation,
education, and preparation for “Our
Restorative Justice Program has demonstrated that
when we invest in people, especially those who have
been historically excluded, we see extraordinary
outcomes,” says Funches. “The success of our
students reflects their resilience, determination, and
commitment to building a different future.” She
emphasizes that the program’'s impact reaches far
beyond the classroom. “This work is not just about
degrees or certificates, it's about restoring opportunity,
rebuilding identity, and creating pathways that once
felt out of reach,” Funches says. “What's incredibly
powerful is that the impact doesn’'t stop with our
students. It ripples outward, strengthening families,
reshaping communities, and redefining what justice
and opportunity can look like.”

As the program enters its second decade, its
goals are focused on growth and sustainability. Plans
are underway to expand degree and certificate
offerings within correctional facilities, including new
pathways like Alcohol and Other Drug Studies. These
efforts aim to better align education with career
opportunities and support long-term stability after
release. At the same time, program leaders are working
to secure long-term institutional funding to ensure this
program can continue to grow. For too long, efforts like
this have relied heavily on short-term grants. Funches
reports, “Institutionalizing the program
strengthen our capacity, expand our reach, and ensure
this work continues for years to come.”

As Southwestern College celebrates this milestone,
the Restorative Justice Program stands as a powerful
example of what access to what higher education can
achieve. More than numbers, it is a story of second
chances, of students who refuse to be defined by their
past, and of a college that chooses to invest in their
future.
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