











WHERE WE BEGAN: BONIT.
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BONITAFEST 54

SHAPING UP AS THE PARTY OF THE YEAR!

by Dr. Max Branscomb

Bonitafest is the Sweetwater Valley's biggest
party and its biggest star promises a foot stompin’
the Wonder
announced the dates for this year's Bonitafest

good time. Silver Pony has

events:

e Bonitafest Twilight Trail Parade. Saturday,
September 12, 6 p.m. Sunnyside Saddle
Club Arena, Rohr Park, 4548 Sweetwater
Road.

Bonitafest Performing Arts Festival, Saturday,
September 12, 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. Bonita
Museum and Cultural Center, 4355 Bonita
Road.

e 49th Annual Bonitafest Melodrama “Bonita
Vista by Two,” September 23-26, 7:30 p.m.
Sweetwater Community Church Theater,
5305 Sweetwater Road.

The Towne Local Chula Vista: Thank you for
meeting with us, Silver. We know you've been
saddled with a lot of appearances.

Silver the Wonder Pony: No problemo. Always
happy to chat with the Towne Local.

TTLCV: Silver, you are coming back for your 24th
year as the official mascot of the Bonitafest. What
keeps you going?
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Bonitafest Mascot Predicts an All-Time Parade,
Arts Festival and Melodrama

SILVER: Good health. Good nutrition from the
Sunnyside Stock Farm, and carrots from Murrieta’s.
Ju jitsu and yoga over at Bonnie Brae Center. Lots of
veggie juice from those mom and pop joints on
Bonita Road. Get in my laps around the Chula Muni
Golf Course. Stay on top of my game so | can hang
on to the best gig in the biz.

TTLCV: We heard you turned down mascot offers
from the World Cup and Super Bowl.

SILVER: Great
Honored they thought of me, but there’s no leaving

invites from top organizations.

Bonitafest. Get to work with a cool committee
powered by super smart youngsters. Our General
Chairwoman Nicolette Luna is just 20. She’s in her
third year at UC Berkeley but flies down here for
planning meetings and the big event.

TTLCV: You've been spending Sundays at Chantal
Branscomb’s dance classes. What's up with that?
SILVER: Since it's the 54th Bonitafest we're going
with a disco theme inspired by Studio 54. Committee
member Trevor Braaten came up with the idea. Our
gifted illustrator Carla Labto had me into her studio
for a session and came up with the disco-Travolta
version of me busting a move. I've always enjoyed
hoofing it.

TTLCV: Carla made you look great. So what's the
playlist for this year’s Bonitafest Parade?

SILVER: Our VIPs are awesome. Our jammin’ Grand
Marshal is Kat Shaw, the amazing principal of
Gardner She’s

Howard Community  School.
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understand perspectives beyond their
own. For Virchis, learning to perform
was never separate from learning how
to understand people. He sees more
importance in getting people on the
stage and having them relearn what it
means to be human than in any merit
or praise a production could ever
receive.

He also wanted his students
to pursue what mattered to them
rather than what seemed profitable.
“Be true to yourself,” he said. “Be
passionate. Don't follow the money.”
His philosophy of accessibility
shaped his work creating culturally
accurate programs in Sweetwater
schools, and in the founding of the
multiethnic Teatro Mascara Magica. He
wanted students to see their own

cultures represented in serious,
professional artistic spaces and to
imagine themselves pursuing those
arts beyond high school. That need
for representation was personal.

When Virchis was ten, his family
Texas in his

Cadillac. At a

traveled through
father's pink

restaurant, his Mexican family was
told they could not sit where they
wanted. The experience stayed with
him. It was one of his earliest
encounters with racism, and it helped
shape his wunderstanding of what it
meant to be Mexican in America. But
Virchis has never been interested in
hiding where he comes from. Quite the
opposite. "“Nopal is in my forehead,”
he stated, punctuating his words with
fingers tapping at his temple. His

Mexican identity is not something he

WWW.CHULAVISTAMAGAZINE.COM

can—or wants to—separate from
himself. It is part of the way he
sees his community, his art and his
responsibility to represent people
who deserve to see themselves
onstage. For Virchis, theater could
give communities something racism
often tried to take away: a voice, a
presence and a place to see
themselves.

“If you can't see it, you
can't do it.” That may be the heart
of his

philosophy. Theater asks

people to listen, collaborate and
understand perspectives beyond their
own. It gives people a place to see
themselves, but also a reason to see
one another. For Virchis, putting a
student onstage was never simply
about teaching the student how to
perform. It was about teaching them

that they belonged there.

ACT TV. CURTATIN CALL

After a lifetime in theater, William

Virchis measures his legacy in
people. He sees it in former students
teachers

who became artists and

themselves, in the families who
return to La Pastorela year after
year, and 1in children who grew up
watching their parents perform and
eventually found their own place in
the tradition. The production has now
reached four generations of actors
and audiences, turning a play into a
tradition that families carry with
them. “I’'ve always depended on the

”

kindness of strangers,” he confessed,
quoting Tennessee Williams like a

second nature. Whether those
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River Valley and on homelessness,
| lean heavily on County
Supervisor Aguirre to lead the way
and let me know how to support
those efforts from the city council
dais. It's the same thing with the
Port Authority. We work together
to decide how the land is used, but
at the end of the day, that land
belongs to the Port and they have
the final decision.

Jeff: Thank you. What advice
would you give to somebody
interested in a career in public
service?

CM Fernandez: First you should
go do an internship either with an
elected official or in a government
office just to see how it works and
see which side you want to be on.
Because in my opinion, it's all
service. From people that work in
our various departments to the city
manager and of course, to the
elected officials. It's all public
service. At the end of the day,
you're just trying to do what's right
for residents of your city. So do an
internship and see if that's really
what you want to do. The other
thing I would say is you need to be
out in the community. You need to
visit or be a part of different
organizations.

Jeff: That's great. | believe many
people feel like, oh, the
government's got to take care of
everything. They have endless
money. They should fix it all. What
are some things that residents can
do to improve the city?

CM Fernandez: We'd love to have
more people be part of city clean
up events. In general, we need
more people to show up. | mean,
we had a few budget meetings
and honestly only about 20 people
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showed up and I'd say at least a
dozen of them were staff. That's
step one. The second step is to
just reach out to vyour
representative. | had a person
reach out to me about the park just
south of Castle Park High School,
letting me know that the gazebos
were torn up and the playground
was old. So | got right on it. The
city staff told me that they could
get it done in about six months.
For bigger projects, like repaving a
road, there’s a whole process for
that and it costs big money.

Jeff: Jumping way ahead, when
you finally retire from public
service, what do you think you're
going to look back at and be most
proud of?

CM Fernandez: Wow, you went
deep on that one. So one of the
things that I'm most proud of is
that | advocate for access to green
spaces and creating green spaces.
For example, we're going to make
a little park here on the corner of
Oxford and 4th. That's going to
provide just a tiny bit more green
space for people to enjoy. Also,
when the developers of the
Pangea project came to me to
present, | said, “Listen, if this
development doesn't provide
either free or low cost access for
people in my community, then |
can't get behind this.” They have
this grandiose plan of a sports and
hospitality complex with a tennis
stadium and tennis courts. If adults
and kids that live in Chula Vista
don't have access to those tennis
courts for either free or a reduced
price, | don't want the
development. Same with the
soccer fields. Same with the

proposed water polo. So me just
fighting for that community access
is important. | bring that up because
| often hear that people feel shut out
of the Gaylord and that's a place
where | haven't even stayed vyet.
This area has produced so many
great Little League baseball and
softball teams such as Parkview,
Eastlake, Sweetwater, and many
teams from TJ. | keep advocating for
a tournament grade baseball and
softball facility. Baseball and softball
are in our blood. Il continue to
support baseball and softball as
long as I'm on the council.

Jeff: And maybe a performing arts
center at some point?

CM Fernandez: Absolutely. You
know, | was hoping to build a
multipurpose center as part of the
Pangea project. A combined
eSports and performing arts center. |
think that's very possible. Yes,
absolutely.

Jeff: Is there anything else you
would like to add? | tried to ask a
wide range of topics, and | really
appreciate all your answers.

CM Fernandez: Just let folks know
that they can contact me anytime.
It's easy to get me on e-mail, and |
definitely will respond. Like |
mentioned, | host community events
about once every two months,
sometimes once a month. You can
find all of those activities on my
official Instagram account, which is
Chula_Vista_District_4. Notice the
underscores in between each word.
Let me know how you think we can
make Chula Vista better and I'll do
my best to work on that.

Jeff: Thank you again Deputy
Mayor for your time and for your
service to our community.
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