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Turrell’s practice consists of 
transactional counseling for the real 
estate and corporate sectors, with
experience spanning across a variety 
of industries including agriculture, 
commercial office and retail leases, 
distributors, manufacturing, oil and 
gas, real estate development, retail
and restaurants. He was selected as
one of just six attorneys at the firm 
to be part of its COVID-19 Response 
Team, recently completed a term on 
the board of directors for Embody, 
and volunteers with the Hospice of 

Michigan Foundation. 

Growing up:

I grew up in Kentwood, a suburb of
Grand Rapids. I’d credit growing up in 
Michigan for my love of being outside 
and in the water.

Non-family mentor’s impact:

I spent a year clerking for Judge Da-
vid W. McKeague on the 6th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals. The way he conduct-
ed himself professionally and how he 

interacted with those that worked for 
him taught me I could push myself 
beyond what I believed I was capable 
of. He expected excellence in both an
individual’s character and quality of
work. Working with him showed me 
that I could set high expectations for 
myself, and achieve them.

First job:

Bag boy for Crystal Springs Country 
Club. The job taught me to appreciate 
physical labor, how to balance and 
differentiate relationships between 
members of the country club, my supe-
riors and colleagues, and how to create 
a disciplined routine to get up early and 
report for work. 

Biggest career challenge:

The hardest part of my career 
journey was being a nontraditional law 
student with two kids and two jobs. My
children were both under the age of 4, 
I was working as an adjunct professor 
and as a law clerk and student em-
ployee for a law firm. My days would
be crammed with teaching, attending 
law school classes, followed by writing 
memos and doing research for the law 
firm. When I didn’t have night classes,
I’d do homework, prep for the classes 
I was teaching and try to spend some 
time with the family. We got through it
as a team – one day at a time.

Blue-sky goal:

I’m more of a person who lives in 
the moment. I find fulfillment in my
family and career and want to continue 
focusing on impacting and supporting 
my clients in a positive way. 

If I knew then:

Relax!

Best tip for balance:

Daily meditation has taught me how 
to be present, calm my unrelenting
thoughts and focus on being healthy 
and productive.

I might have been:

Professional songwriter or surfer.

Guilty pleasure:

I surf in the winter in Lake Michigan.

Favorite getaway: 

The beach. Any beach.

A month off:

Take my wife and kids on a trip
around the U.S.

You didn’t know:

I am a songwriter and have had 
several songs placed on network tele-
vision programs. I’m a big fan of frozen
yogurt, specifically Spoonlickers in the
Grand Rapids area. 
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As executive director of the 
Mediation Tribunal Association and 
the Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Clerk of Wayne County Circuit Court, 
Timmons mediates Equal Employment 
Opportunity disputes for the U.S. 
Postal Service, discovery motions for 
Oakland County Circuit Court and pro 
se prison cases for the U.S. District 
Court. She is an adjunct professor 
at her alma mater, and sits on the 
board of directors of the Detroit Bar 
Association and the council of the 
ADR Section of the State Bar. 

Growing up:

I grew up in Detroit, attended Cass 
Technical High School and loved ev-
erything about the city. I am glad to be 
able to work in the heart of downtown 
Detroit and the rebirth of the city has 
been fantastic to watch. 

Non-family mentor’s impact:

Two women positively influenced me: 
Judge Cynthia D. Stephens and Judge 
Kathleen Macdonald. Knowing both of 
these women has strongly influenced 
and impacted me to be the lawyer, 
community servant and mentor I am 
today. 

First job:

House Page with the Michigan State 

House of Representatives when I was 
an undergrad at Michigan State Uni-
versity. I was appointed by then-Rep. 
Burton Leland. I learned so much about 
government, policymaking and net-
working. 

Humbling experience:

Having my grandmother being able to 
attend my graduation and swearing-in 
ceremony. She was 90 years old at the 
time and she sacrificed so much to 
make sure her children and grandchil-
dren had the support they needed to go 
to college and graduate school.

Biggest career challenge:

The pandemic. I had never heard of 
Zoom and had never been on a video-
conference. The process of learning 
about a VPN, videoconferencing and 
remote work arrangements — all while 
trying to secure PPE for the office and 
keep myself and my family safe — was 
a huge commitment. 

Blue-sky goal:

Walk in the shoes of local attorneys 
Harold Pope, Reginald Turner and Den-
nis Archer and have a leadership role 
with the American Bar Association.

If I knew then:

I went to law school as a second 
career while in my 40s, so I was a 
different person than if I had attended 

straight after undergrad. I went four 
years straight, part-time in the eve-
nings while working full-time during 
the day. Honestly, I was afraid that if I 
took a summer off I would quit, so I just 
kept going!

Best tip for balance:

I have a picture of my son on my 
desk with the caption “remember 
your why” underneath. I want my son 
and people that I mentor to know that 
dreams can come true through hard 
work and persistence. 

I might have been:

I was a disability rights advocate 
before.

Guilty pleasure:

My Peloton bike. I’m coming up on 
my “century ride” (100th ride). 

Favorite getaway: 

Zoetry Spa in Punta Cana, Dominican 
Republic.

A month off:

Be on the beach and write a blog or 
book.
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