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Our project has two primary guiding 
objectives:

1.

to preserve and respect the natural terrain 
as much as possible.

2.

to create a built environment that allows for 
changing family and economic conditions in 
order to accommodate residents’ evolving 
needs.

Three primary elements gave shape to these 
objectives:

1. a natural linear public park 
2. a platform infrastructure 
3. prefabricated housing modules

The Park is a natural habitat that runs through 
the site to be anchored by different terraced 
gardens at each end of the development. 
The spine of the park, a creek bordered 
by indigenous plantings, filters water, 
prevents erosion, and offers natural beauty 
and respite to the residents and the larger 
community.

The Platforms are terraced concrete 
structural elements that  step with the site in 
order to have minimal impact on the natural 
terrain. These platforms provide a Tabula 
Rasa for a variety of housing types composed 
of standardized housing modules while also 
efficiently distributing utilities from two 
centralized plants under the platforms.

The basic Housing module is 20’ x 34’ that 
can be pre-fabricated off-site and simply 
added to the platform infrastructure. The 
module can be doubled, stacked or combined 
in a variety of ways to address the needs of 
the various kinds of residents. For example, 
a single resident could start with a single 
module and add to it when the need is there 
or as the economic situation allows.

By focusing on the residents’ long term 
experience and the opportunities afforded 
by the natural surroundings, TerraMod 
proposes to grow with Asheville.
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WATER AND SEWER CONNECTION INTEGRATED WITHIN PLATFORM SUPERSTRUCTURE

SHADED SOUTHERN GLASS ALLOWS WINTER SUN TO PENETRATE WHILE SHADING SUMMER SUN

ENERGY STAR APPLICANCES AND WATER SENSE FIXTURES REDUCE RESOURCE USAGE

DATA & ELECTRICITY LINES | HIGHLY EFFICENT CENTRAL VRF SYSTEM CONNECTION

ADDED INSULATION AND AIRSEALING ENHANCES UNIT COMFORT AND EFFICIENCY

ACCESS TO VIES ACROSS THE PARK

LARGE WINDOWS PROVIDE NATURAL DAYLIGHT WITHIN INTERIOR

SOLAR ORIENTATION | PV SYSTEM CONNECTION POINTS FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY USE

LOCALLY SOURCED | RECLAIMED | RECYCLED MATERIALS
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Solar orientation | PV system connection points for renewable 
energy use

Locally sourced | Reclaimed | Recycled materials

Access to views across the park

Large windows provide natural daylight within interior

Added insulation and air sealing enhances unit comfort and 
efficiency

Wide platform to provide for ADA accessibility

Water and sewer connection integrated within platform 
superstructure

Shaded southern glass allows winter sun to penetrate while 
shading summer sun

Energy star appliances and water sense fixtures reduce 
resource usage

Data & electricity lines | highly efficient central VRF system 
connection

unit interior

transverse section
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