
Tomatomania dates 2026.

Closest events are :

Otto and Sons,  Fillmore

March 12-14

Tapia Brothers Farm Stand Encino 

March 20-22

More Information : 

https://tomatomania.com

Seed catalogues to dream of 

summer with!

Johhny's, Bakers Creek, Burpee, Eden 

Brothers

There are often copies left  in the shed  

on the shelves to share. Take a moment 

next time you're at the garden and 

check them out while  enjoying the 

shade  from our new pergolas !
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OPCG in the Community 

The garden was recognized in November by the Oak 

Park Municipal Advisory Council and Ventura 

County Supervisor Jeff Gorrell for its  contribution to 

community education with the  elementary  school 

program the  Community  Outreach committee has  

been running. 

Our  Treasurer, Alison, was also acknowledged, in 

October by the Oak Park Unified School District 

board for assisting in getting the districts school 

gardens up and running and supporting the Farm to 

School program. 

In 2026 we already have tours of the garden booked 

with Oak Hills Elementary 1st and 5th grades and a 

local scout troop.

Planting seeds to grow future gardeners – it’s a good 

thing ! Want to participate contact Alison 

Please extend a warm welcome to our new members Karen 

A10, Stew A8, Andy and  Ryan F4 , Chris C8 and Rajesh 

E8 , Candy C3 when you see them at the garden.

The greenhouse  i s a re latively  new   
addi t ion  to   the  garden  2024.

If  you  have n’ t  check ed it  ou t it ’ s  
lo oki ng  impress ive ri gh t no w!

It  r ecently  had some she lv ing uni ts 
bu ilt  that have  do ubl ed the   growing  

space and   prov ide d sto rage fo r 
mater ials .  Currently , there are  o ve r 

100 pots  of tomato es  star ted  as  we  
work on  suppl yi ng  plants  f or  o ur  

fu n drais ing  tomato  sale s an d the  o pen  

house on  May 16 th.  

We  are st il l  fine tuni ng  ho w to 

r egu late the  te mperatu re  as  ou r lo ve ly  
Calif orni a”win ter ”  we athe r can nud ge  

the daytime  temperature  i ns ide  i nto  
the 90 ’ s and our recent c old  snap we  

h it  28 o ne  n igh t! A re ce nt  do natio n of  
a solar  p ane l and some eng ineer ing  o n 

air  flow  and  we sho ul d be  go od.

Bob,  our garden  manager  supe rv ises  

the day   to  day   and  is  the co ntac t  

shou ld  you   w ish   to  try  your hand  at  
star ting  some see ds . 

LETTUCE 
Having  its  mome nt r ight now , get  some 
le ttuce gro wi ng  !   Whether  yo u start  fr om 

see d o r star ter  pl ants  get  so me in  the  
ground to en joy  while   the we athe r  is  

mild   enough.  So many  varie ties  - lo ose 
le af,  L itt le Gem,  romain ,  bu tter…. .  T ake  
your  pi ck  !

Greenhouse

How does our 

garden work?

Growing together since 2004



MEMBER HIGHLIGHT

J eff  H oy t  (B 6  &  B 7)

1 .  Whe n did yo u jo in  OPCG? M y j ou rn ey  beg an  
e ar ly  in  20 1 8.  M y ne ig hbo r Lydi a h ad be en  
t el li ng  me a bout  it  for  a y ea r,  a nd wh en  she  t ook 
me for  a  to ur ,  I  wa s  hook ed!

2 .  Wha t is  the  fa vor i te pla nt  y ou hav e g row n? 
Bro ccoli ,  cau l if l ower ,  a nd le t t uce . I  l ike  
gr owi ng  in  th e w in te r b es t  beca use t h er e a re  
few er  cri tt e rs .  But  in  th e summer ,  I  lov e 
a rt i chok e a nd t oma to es .

3 .  T op t ips f or  compost? Tip  #1  rot a t in g drum 
t ype co mpost er .  Yo u r ot a te  it  e ve ry fe w day s  to  
i ncr ea se oxyg en  & spee d up t h e proce ss .  Ti p  #2  
5 0/5 0  gre en  t o br own.  G re en  is  a ll  my ki t che n 
scra ps  in cludin g my fa vor it e  cof fe e g roun ds.  F or 
br own  I  use  wood sha vi ng s .

4 .  T el l  us abo ut  y our a spar a gus .  M y par cel  ha d 
a spa ra gus  t ha t  wa s  pl an t ed by  th e pr evi ous  
r en te r.  I t  ca me up  as  a  surpri se a nd h as  spre ad 
furt h er  ea ch y ea r.  Th er e a re  mal e a nd fe ma l e 
a spa ra gus ,  a nd i f y ou  al lo w t he  fe mal es  t o 
f lo wer  t he y produce r ed be rr ie s  whi ch r ea l ly 
spre ad t he  gr owi ng a r ea .

5 .  Wha t is  y our f av or ite  toma to ?  In de t er min at e  
va r ie ti es  t h at  gr ow l ik e vi ne s  ra t he r t h an  
det e rmi na t e on es  t ha t  a re  li ke a  bush.  A l th ough  
I  l ike  gr owi ng Ea rl y G ir ls ,  Cel eb ri ti es ,  a nd t h e 
common  Di sea se r es is t a nt  on es ,  my fa vor it e  
va r ie ty  is  ca ll ed La rge  Che rr y.  Some  ye a rs  I  
h av e mor e t oma to es  t ha n I  ca n  pi ck.  I  l ooke d in  
my g ar den  fo lder  a nd I  ha d gi ve n a wa y a  li tt l e 
ov er  a pound of  t oma t oes  t o 3 8 f r ie nds  a nd 
r el at i ves  mult i pl e t i mes .  Some f i ve  ti mes .  Tha t ’s  
ov er  75  pounds .

 

Spring is natures way of 
saying “Lets Party ! ” Robin 

Williams

Organic Pest Control

Fungal Blight – Tomatoes  can be quite 
susceptible  to the spores of fungal blight. 

If infected, tomato plants will have poor 
prouction.or you can loose the whole plant. 
Bob, our garden manager and tomato king 

suggests the use of organic sprays and 
good growing practices to combat the 

blight.

1. Captains Jacks Copper Fungicide 

used per directions
2. 1-2 tblspns baking soda , 1 tblspn

vegetable oil, 1 gallon of water and 1 
tblspn dish soap Spray every week. 
3. 8 tblspns of hydrogen peroxide to a 

gallon of water used as a spray weekly.

Keep plant leaves trimmed and off the 
ground. Remove any infected leaves. 
Create air flow by pruning.. Do not water 

plant foiliage, use drip system to prevent 
soil bourne pathogens splashing up

Important Dates

March General Meeting at the Mae Boyer  
Meeting Room – 03/19/2025

Workdays – TBD

Important Links:
oakparkcommunitygarden@gmail.com

www.instagram.com/oakparkcommunitygardenca

www.facebook.com/oakparkcommunitygarden.org

Board Members:

President: Bill Colangelo

VP: Lekshmi Nair

Treasurer: Alison Batten

Secretary: Amanda Martin

Garden Manager: Bob Kieling

Monarch madness continues—9 and counting in the last 

few weeks!

Ants
1. Sprinkle cinnamon to disrupt 

scent trails

2. Use food-grade diatomaceous earth to 

dehydrate ants

3. Pour boiling water on ant nests

4. Watch Gary Pilarchik's Youtube for

Borax and sugar tips
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