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23, No 5 

The Confederateôs Corner 
By Rick M

c
Pherson 

Greetings to all compatriots and friends of the 

Major Thomas J. Key Camp #1920. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The March 2023 meeting was attended by 15 members and 

7 guests. This was the 234
th

 regular meeting of the Major 

Thomas J Key Camp #1920  

Compatriots are reminded that spouses, guests and 

especially prospective members, are always welcome to our 

meetings. 

Our March Speaker was Commander Walt Schley 

 

Major Thomas J. Key Officers 

 

Commander ïWalt Schley 

 

1st Lt. Commander- Dan Peterson 

 

2nd Lt. Commander- Paul Allen 

 

Adjutant - Lawson Rener 

 

Chaplin ïWalt McKenzie 

 

Editor - Rick McPherson 
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Remembering 

Compatriot John P Poynter 
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Commander Walt Schley conducted his first meeting with the introduction of guests and 

presiding over current camp business. He once again thanked all who participated in making the Lee-

Jackson Day event a success, including our speakers, Lane Smith and Bill Stoker, auctioneer Anne 

Smith and John Atherton for providing the music. Also, thanks were extended to those who have 

recently given presentations to the Camp, which included Compatriots Jim Edgington, Rick 

McPherson, Bill Stoker, Lane Smith and Matt Sewell. Not present, Chris Edwards. 

 Betty Allen informed the Camp that a past member, Jacob Mirocke had recently been 

involved in a serious car accident which will require a difficult and long recovery. In addition, his wife 

Tia had undergone surgery and together they were facing difficult financial challenges. Acting on a 

motion by Compatriot Matt Sewell and seconded by Compatriot Walt McKenzie , the Camp voted to 

contribute $200 to a Go Fund Me account on their behalf. Adjutant Lawson Rener made that transaction 

on March 4
th
.  

Also, Key Camp Adjutant  and Kansas Division Commander Rener updated the Camp on the 

upcoming Kansas Division Reunion to be held June 17
th
 in Topeka, Kansas. 

    Please Note- NEW MEETING TIME !         

The members present voted to change the start time of future Camp meeting to 6:30 p.m., from the 

previous 7:00 p.m. time slot. The reasons are to give those making presentations ample time to complete 

their program and to allow the employees of Zardaôs to clean up the meeting room before their closing. 

Key Camp members are still encouraged to arrive at 6:00 p.m. for BBQ and conversation. 

Commander Walt Schley provided the program entitled the Roswell Women. As they 

watched a nation being torn apart, the women of Roswell, Georgia could hardly stand idle. Left without 

their men, they ran the Roswell mill to provide a flagging Confederate Army with proud gray uniforms. 

But as their defiance branded them as traitors to the North and they were mercilessly shipped northward 

in an act decried as brutal by both North and South, alike. 

Key Camp Web Page Hits from Jan 1
st
 2023 to date (85)   (Total in March +31)
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Saturday March 4
th 

Members of the Key Camp and Ladies of the Plains UDC Chapter gathered at the 

Confederate Memorial Monument at the Confederate Circle in Forest Hills Cemetery in 

KCMO to celebrate Confederate Flag Day. 

 

Various flags representing the Confederacy were displayed and each participant read from a 

prepared text as they commemorated the event. In attendance were Paul and Betty Allen, 

Walt and Mary McKenzie, Lane Smith, Gary Foster, Rick M
c
Pherson, Monet Kietzman, 

Jim Edgington, Dan Peterson, Walt Schley and Chris Edwards. 
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Sunday March 5
th
 

A delegation from the Key Camp and the Ladies of the Plains attended Compatriot Lane 

Smithôs portrayal of General Robert E Lee, in Constitution Hall located in Lecompton, Kansas. 

Lane gave a first person account of the decision to defend his home state of Virginia and to the 

Confederacy. A fun and educational trip was had by all! Pictured: Rick, Bill, Monet, Lane, Jim 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Look! Itôs Randy! 

1
st
 Territorial Capitol in Lecompton, KS 

    Old people can do selfieôs also 

     Rick, Bill, Monet, Lane, Jim 


