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 23, No 5                                                                        

The Confederateôs Corner 
By Rick M

c
Pherson 

Greetings to all compatriots and friends of the Major Thomas 

J. Key Camp #1920.   

Recap of Camp Business of July 7, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Key Camp welcomed 11 members and 3 guests, including 

Donna Brooks, Bill Stoker and Carl Linckôs grandson Parker. 

Major Thomas J. Key Officers 

 

Commander -Matt Sewell 

 

1st Lt. Commander- Dan Peterson 

 

2nd Lt. Commander- Lane Smith 

 

Adjutant - Lawson Rener 

 

Chaplin -Walt Schley 

 

Editor - Rick McPherson 

\ 

 

 

Our guest speaker, Compatriot Chris Edwards spoke 

on a variety of subjects including Confederate History 

and Academia. In addition, he gave his perspective on 

Quantrill as well as provided various excerpts from his 

books. He cautioned that ñIf we leave our history solely 

to the history books, then we will never winò 
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Compatriots are reminded that spouses, guests and especially prospective members, are 

always welcome to our meetings. 

 
 

Commander Sewell advised the members of a recent health issue with Compatriot Dick 

Cole and asked that our prayers of healing be with Dick and his family. 

 

Adjutant  and State Division Commander Rener reported our treasury balance and 

noted our current membership stands at 45. He reminded members that dues of $50 will be 

forthcoming in August. He also stated that a letter will be sent to the Kansas Division Adjutant, 

Dick Croft, for gifting the Division Flag to the care of the Key Camp.  He also spoke on the 

Kansas Division Reunion and thanked the members of the Key Camp for helping make it a 

success. 

 

The National SCV Reunion was to be held July 19-23 in Cartersville, GA. Compatriots 

Schley and M
c
Pherson will be attending the events. 

 

Commander Sewell announced that the Mine Creek Heritage Day would be held on 

Saturday August 6
th
. Key Camp members are expected to be represented to display artifacts and 

to represent our Camp to prospective members. 

 

Information for embroidered polo shirts was presented. The vendor screenmastersart.com 

will be developing a web page for future orders for the Key Camp. 

Key Camp members signed up to participate in the Camden Point Memorial service 

which was held on July 13
th
. 

Hits to the Key Camp Web Page from 6/20 to 7/25 were +44. YTD total hits are 434 
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The Telegraph Key is a ñnewsletterò that is intended to tell of the events of the Major Thomas J 

Key Camp #1920. At times, we have very little news to report. Fortunately, several issues of the 

first few years are archived in scrapbooks that Spike Speicher maintained and other years were 

captured and placed on the Telegraph Key web page that John Weir maintained up until this past 

year. Often activities from our past are added to this newsletter, reminding us of the campôs past.  

 

When our current Facebook page was set up, the first thing done was to preserve all previous 

Key Camp newsletters and place them in the ñfilesò section. Those who have access to this page 

can read the campôs activities back through the years. For those that are not Facebook members, 

the most recent newsletters are archived on the new Key Camp web page. Judging by the ñhitsò 

to that page, more than 40 views are made each month. 

 

When looking at past issues, from 10-15 years back, there were monthly announcements 

introducing new members to our Camp. In some issues, pictures are shown of multiple members 

being handed their membership certificate. Those of course were different times as our 

organization was not being affected by the controversy highlighted by the battle flag however; 

we know the SCV is much more than the flag. Most certainly this has affected our opportunities 

to recruit new membership. In fact, in the past two years we have added just two new members. 

Letôs take a look at a chart showing when our current paid members joined the SCV. (Some 

joined via the National HQ previous to our Campôs founding).  

  

 
 

In 2007, a high of 4 members joined that year. From 2017 to 2022 we have had 6 members join 

us that are dues paying members, but not necessarily attending meetings. The reality is that we 

must increase our recruiting efforts. Every opportunity to reach out to individual through various 

events must be taken advantage of to bring in new members. We must seek ways to overcome 

false perceptions of our organization and to tell others what we are really about. And by the way, 



 

                                    See us on Facebook ï Enter Major  Thomas J Key Camp #1920 

we are not alone in the challenges in recruiting members, but we canôt let that stop us from 

seeking out and taking advantage of every opportunity. 

.  

The Major Thomas J Key Camp does this through Wreaths across America, the Lone Jack 

Battlefield History Days, The Mine Creek Battlefield Heritage Day and the Camden Point 

Memorial service. Weôll be at the Shawnee Mission Indian Festival once again where we have an 

opportunity to be exposed to the public.  

 

Are there opportunities to do more? In times past we were represented at the Mahaffie Farm 

Civil War Days. We were represented at Higginsville. We marched in the Ottawa Parade and 

various others. We participated in the Johnson County Library History and Genealogy Day and 

Old Shawnee Days. Those days may be on hold or even gone so we must use the venues 

available to us now to tell the history of our ancestors and organization.  

 

We have activities for all who wish to participate in. Next up is Mine Creek on August 6
th
.  If 

you join us there weôll recognize you in a picture in our news letter, or perhaps weôll hand out a 

certificate of appreciation to you and our next meeting. These are small rewards but youôll be 

creating memories with your fellow SCV buddies and supporting the camp. Join us where we 

recruit and help us bring in new members. Join us at our meetings and help fill the empty chairs 

that are reserved for you. Take a look at the picture below of a full house several years ago. 

Weôd love to see you and catch up with all thatôs going on in your life. Perhaps youôd like to 

make a presentation. Awesome! We welcome all who are able, to join in, to participate in and to 

support your wonderful SCV chapter. Come join us again. Letôs make some news together!  

 
 

We have a duty. It is a duty which General Stephen D Lee incorporated in the ñChargeò to the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

 

ñTo you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for which 

we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldierôs good name, 

the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those 

principals for which he loved and which you love also, and those ideals which made him 

glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is your duty to see that the true history of 

the South is presented to future generationsò.  
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The Key Camp had a great showing at the Camden Point Memorial service on July 13th. 
Unfortunately Compatriot Eric Martinez and Jason were unable to join us but for a brief 
moment as they had just learned about an illness in their family and had to leave. They 
were in our opening prayers. The Campôs Compatriots that did attend enjoyed a BBQ 
picnic with Compatriots bringing food to share. Commander Sewell began the service 
with an opening tribute followed by the laying of a wreath by Monet Keitzman of the 
UDC, then by six Compatriots reading the bio and placing a Sterling Price flag at the 
grave of each soldier. The memorial ended with the playing of Taps and then the 
singing of Dixie. A ñtoastò to the memory of the soldiers preceded the picnic. 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

Shown L-R: Monet, Larry, Dan, Chris, Gary and Jim 

   Thanks to Chaplain Walt Schley for your prayers and ñMCò duties! 
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 Camden Point Memorial Opening 

We are here today for one purpose, and one purpose only, to honor the 

Southern heroes who lie among us in this hallowed ground. As we do, we 

also honor the Southern heroes whose blood was spilled on the 

battlefields, from Vicksburg to Gettysburg, and even right here in Camden 

Point, those who never came home or were heard from again.  

We are here to honor the men who were paroled, from Appomattox to 

Elmira, and who came home to a desolate and destroyed nation. And let 

us not forget the women who watched as their homes where burned, and 

most certainly fought and died to protect their families.  

Most, if not all of us here today, descend from the great men and women 

who were our Southern heroes. Never forget them, never bring dishonor 

upon their name or deeds, and always remember the sacrifices they 

made, and the legacy of independence they fought to give us.  

 The confederate soldiers were our kinfolk and our heroes. We testify to 

the country our enduring fidelity to their memory. We commemorate their 

valor and  devotion. There were some things that were not surrendered at 

Appomattox. We did not surrender our rights and history; nor was it one 

of the conditions of surrender that unfriendly lips should be suffered to 

tell the story of that war or that unfriendly h ands should write the 

epitaphs of the Confederate dead. We have the right to teach our children 

the true history of the war, the causes that led up to it and the principles 

involved.  

As their sons and daughters, it is our duty, our duty, to see that these 

Southern heroes are never forgotten!  
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If you wish to tell about your Confederate ancestor, please submit their information 

to Rick M
c
Pherson and it will be published in a future newsletter. 

.  

The 127
th
 General Reunion of the Sons of Confederate Veterans was held July 20-23 in Cartersville, 

Georgia and was attended by Key Camp Compatriots, M
c
Pherson and Schley. 

 

The business session dealt with a call to recruit, recruit, and recruit. In addition, a review of the growth at 

the new museum located on the grounds of the Columbia, TN SCV Headquarters was shown via a Power 

Point presentation. A call for both financial and memorabilia donations to the museum was requested. 

 

The SCV legal team discussed the numerous battles to prevent removal of Confederate monuments and the 

growing fight to erase our history. One place of concern is the Stone Mountain monument.  

 

Also discussed was the 2021 re-internment of Nathan Bedford Forrest which has generated a considerable 

increase in visitors to the National HQ. In the Spring of 2024, the equestrian statue that was previously 

located in Memphis will be dedicated. The re-internment last fall drew 1843 approved guests. 

And most surprisingly, the 2022 Gen. Stephen D Lee Award went to former President Donald J. Trump. 

 

 

 

Gen Stephen D Lee Award 

winner                          

President Donald J Trump 
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One of our most interesting stops was in Fairview, Kentucky where the Jefferson Davis Memorial 

appears, and towering high above the landscape. This monument erected in 1924 towers 351 feet 

high, second tallest to the Washington Monument and is the tallest unreinforced concrete structure in 

the world.   

The above picture shows Chattanooga in the background from atop Lookout Mountain in Tennessee. 

Jefferson Davis Memorial 

Pembroke, Kentucky 
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Marietta Confederate Cemetery 

Jake, Glen & Walt Schley visit       

ñThe Generalò 

Sites and Battlefield visited included: Chickamauga, 

Kennesaw Mountain, Resaca, Ringgold, Cheatham Hill, 

Marietta Confederate Cemetery, Jayôs Mill, Snodgrass Hill, 

Mill Creek Gap, the Huff House in Dalton, Ga. (HQ for Gen 

Joseph Johnston), Stones River, Look Out Mountain, Stone 

Mountain and the Atlanta History Museum including the 

Cyclorama featuring the Battle of Atlanta. In addition, 

Waltôs son and grandson joined us on a visit to the Civil War 

Railroad Museum where ñThe Generalò locomotive was on 

display.  


