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The Confederated €orner

By Rick M*Pherson

Greetings to all compatriots and friends of the
Major Thomas J. Key Camp #1920

The March 2023 meeting was attended by 11 members and
5 guests.This wasthe 23" regular meeting of the Major
Thomas J Key Camp #1920

Our April Speaker wasompatriot Bennett Dickson

ThefiConfederate Soldier of NW Arkansasas the topic of
Compat r i ot preBentatibns Ibincladed discussion on thg
various battles including Elkhorn Tavern, Cane Hill, Prairie Gro
and Fayetteville.

Dicksonalso spoke of former C.S.A. soldier, Legislator, Govern
and US Senator James H Benton who led the marking of di@ve
Confederate soldiers that died in Northern prison camps followi
the war.

The Key Campwas pleased to welcont@mpatriot Dickson and
thank him for his informative presentation.
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' April Camp meeting note€ommander Walt Schleywelcomed members and guests before
holding a moment of silence in memory@mpatriot John Poynter and Ms Reba Scott, a real
daughter of the Confederacy wieataughter is driend of the Key Camp anttiember of the Ladies of
the Plains, UDC.

- Compatriot Rick M“Phersonhelped kick off Confederate History Month with the reading of
a Mississippi Confedert e Vet eranés obituary written in 1917 f
also recapped the Confederate Flag Day and Bleeding Kansas Series f€ainrpadriot Lane Smith.

' Reminder- NEW MEETING TIME !

The members present voted to change the start time of future Camp me&tis@t@.m, from the
previous 7:00 p.m. time slot.

" Ladies of the® | a Monét Keitzman featured several items from her collectioradifacts.
more details can be read further down in this newsletter).

‘CompatriotJim Edgington invited memberstojoihi m f or a June #Aroad tri
he will host a visit to several locals including a WWII POW musalirhfrack racing stops, ending with
a cookout at his family farm@n itinerary is included in this newsletter.

B Our feature presentation wavgin byCompatriot Bennett Dickson (Seearticle below)

'Certificates of Appreciation were presentedCto mpat r i ot 6s Smi t h, Edgi ngt
Allen, Schley, Foster, PetersoriyI“Pherson, McKenzieand friendsvionet, Betty and Mary.

® Key Camp Web Pagsits from Jan1® 2023to date 131.(April +36)
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Too often, we get caught up with the production and
presentation of our camp meetingsd activitiesand
fail to offer up our unified prayers of Joy or of
Concern to those among us who have experienced
are experiencing one or the other, even though they
are on ourcollectiveminds.

| believe each one of us have voiced our prayers of
encouragement t@an and Susan Petersoand our

congratulations toWwalt and Mary McKenzieWe want
you to feel both our friendship and prayers.

Road Trip
with
ikl P O

Proposed ltinerary

To: Algona, IA (approx 318 mi.) leaving at Noon. Attend the races at the Kossuth Co Raceway,
and then spend the evening at Brookstone Lodge.

Ariday e e
AVisit the Camp Algona WW || POW Museum

A Visit the Kossuth Co Ag & Mo

A WthesWest Bend Historical Society § Cen
A Visit Butter Braid Pastries Rap
A Visit the Worlddés Largest, G :

A  BBQ Cookout Ceslion
A Night at West Bend Mot el

Saturday

ABode Veterans Memorial Park,

A Humbol dt, 1l owa, Union Cemet e

Avisit John Brown Park & Liberty fountain

A Frontier Village & Fort Dodg

ANational Sprint Car Museum &

AAttend World Famous Knoxville prin ar

A Ret ur nshdéuld améveé back home by 2:00 a.m.
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“The Bravest Man in Lee’s Army”

Robert E. Martin
1* Sergeant, Co. H. 4 VA, Black Horse Troop

“.foremost in every fight "

Ma n

oT h e
Army 6

B ' e Sl

From the book by Lynn Hopewell

One of the advantages of putting together
the newsletter for thislajor Thomas J Key
Camp is the opportunity to publish articles.
In addition,while scouring sources, certain
topics come uphat have caught my
attenti on. interestng if, wher n
combined with genealogy research, a
familiar name presents itself attachech
unigue story and that is where this article
came aboult.

Sgt. Robert Edward Martin, abogecond

rider fromthe right, is silhouetted against

the light in thewindow of theWarrenton,

Va. Courthouse. Turns out he was a 3rd
cousin on my motheroés

Martin was presented with a fine rifle, a gift
of an admiring Englishman, as being the
bravest mam Lee's Army. Martin thus
became the "Bravest of the Brave," the title
of Mr. Hopewell's book othe Black Horse
Cavalry as well as the inspiration for the title
to this painting.

The Black Horse Cavalry was arguable th

! nmosl'fa(?’ngugo?Confederate\My

Companyandwithin it were three Martin
brothers, Robert, Josh and John Richard.
Long before the WaBetweerthe States, the
Martin family was prominent in Fauquier
County, Virginia. Their fathedohn Martin
descended from thariginal settler of the
Germantown Colony of Fauquier, John
Joseph Martin, my 6th great grandfather.

Eachr of the brothers gave very distinguished
service. George Washi
wasknown for his skill and daring as a

i s ¢ o wwas voliked in a famous
incident, in whichL.t. JohnMeiggs an
engineer on Gen. Phil
son of Union General Montgomekeiggs

was killed.

During this campaign
campaign, August, 1864]...Joktartin and
[F.M.] Campbell, of the Black Horse, with a
member of thé-irst Virginia Regiment,

were returning from a scout late in the
evening. It wasaining, and the soldiers had
their oilcloths thrown over their shoulders,
whichin a greameasureoncealed their
uniform. On looking back, thegaw three

mounted men comingp behind them,
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whom they inferred were Union
soldiers as they were in the rear of
Sheridands forces.
cocking their pistols, they rode slowly,
that they might be overtaken. The
Federalsfor such the party werehad had
their suspicions aroes, and also prepared
for the fight.

As soon as they came alongside of them, the
scouts wheeled and demandedrender

when they were fired upon by their
opponents. They proved to be Lieutenant

Mei ggs, of Sheridanods
orderlies. LieutenantMeg gs 6 s hot
through Josh Martinos

himself, returned the fire, and killed Meiggs.
The other two scouts captured one of the
orderlies. The other made his escape, and
reported to Sheridan that his party had been
bushwhacked, who, iretaliation, ordered

the burning of every house in a radius of
five miles.

Josh Martin was carried to the house of a
farmer, where he was tenderly nursed until
sufficiently recovered to return to his home

in Fauquier. After the war closed, General
Meiggs,believing that his son had been
assassinated, sought to have Martin arrested
and tried by a couwrnartial for murder; but
when the facts, as above stated, were
certified to him by Captain A. Payne, the
matter was dropped, for Lieutenant Meiggs
had been slin in the open and a legitimate
war death. As aresult ddeigg® deat h,
which the Yankees called murder by
guerillas, the Martin Brothers had a price on
their heads.

Robert Martin was the first sergeant, and in
that capacity had displayed the highest
gualities of a soldier, and had, in
consequence, won the esteem and respect of
both men and officers. Robert Martin, too,
was foremost in every fight. He appeared to

court danger for itself, and it seemed there

was nothing he sBobIl ittle
Mgrtinpyght tq have lived ip the days of the
Crusades. He would have made an ideal
Spartacusor a Jack Cade, for he was a

born gladiator: six feet one inch in height,

weighing about 180 pounds, with not an

ounce of superfluous flesh, it was no wonder

he was the acknowledged leader among the

daring men of the Black Horse.

In personal strength he was a phenomenon,
and he was as quick and active as a panther.
He had a_good, hone tcountenance his
ey@s W@rfe ray, aarl?d is firlBouth and chin
Rifbwet th cha aer of th man. In action
hehQddhe ster é{ face eFer &y, Arfd fid
eyes had within them a baleful glitter that
was terrifying. As a partisan he was at his
best. o

t he

Al n charge at
1864, Sergeant Martin rode a couple of
lengths inadvanceand literally hewed his
way with his saber through the opposing
force. It was for a time a surging,
intermingled mass of men, who feared to use
their pisbls unless the muzzles were jammed
against the enemyos
mob that Bob Martin so distinguished

himself that his deeds were talked of around
everycamg i re in the cavalry

Brandy

body

See us on Facebook Enter Major Thomas J Key Camp



AHe was not only fear
never failed, andn moments of deadliest

peril he kept his wits about him; his mind

and body moved in unison, with the

gui ckness of the 1 1igh
this intuitive action that saved him time and
time again. A man madly, blindly brave,
placed in position ofleadly menace and

peril where Martin escaped, would have met
death many ti mes. If ¥t
his doing the right thing at the right time

that saved him.

f(ﬁcr Ga aly iry

‘i
et T J!

He was the only trooper in the Black Horse
who, when in close quarter, preferred the
saber to the pistol; and come to think of it, |
never met or heard of any cavalryman
except the German Colonel von Borcke,
St u@inyl aesispesr sonal - fr.i
To him, by general consent, therefore, the
rifle was awarded as

brave. o

The Terrible Black Horse Cavalry, initially
formed as a volunteer company in 1859, was
first acknowledged after escorting John
Brown to the gallows in December of 1859.

Theisfame spbeadtas thely ®ugimt alongsiee
the Army of Northern Virginia in every

battle ofthe Civil War. They were held in

high esteem by a number of generals,
tncludimygaseph Johnstan Stonewatl d 1t
Jackson and JEB Stuart. Stuart, commander
in charge of all Confederate cavalry,
considered them to be his best troop.

w a

Whee supeniarity of Banfederstavaltyc k , bu't
troops over Union cavalry troops was

evident during the beginning of the Civil

War. Horseback riding was much more

common in the south due to a laskroads,

requiring more families to own and ride

horses. There was little competition between

the Confederate and Union cavalries until

the March 17, 1863 Kelll
engagement, when Union cavalry gained the
experience, training and equipment

necessary to stand their ground. Until that

point Confederate cavalry troops like the

Black Horse Ceaalry were difficult to

defeat.

y

The troops first captain, Colonel John Scoitt,
characterized Black Horse members as
Ayoung gentl emen of t
either themselves planters or sons of
planters. o Three brigadi
as many posivar elected officials launched

their careers as Black Horse Cavalry

membersOn February 28, 1863, General

Lee officially cited them for their efforts and

sacrifices The "bravest of the braVe the
BI&cK HorsdVda@alryd | d . O

he
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Soultberw Riiehts

The Southern Rights flag pictured above was shown to the Major Thomas J Key Camp #1920 by
Ladies of the Plains member, Monet Belinger Kietzman during the April meeting. The Palmetto

Guard was her GG Grandfather’'s unit before he left to form Bellinger’s Company, Company E aka

The Colleton Guard.

The Southern Rights Flag

PRESENTED BY MONET BELINGER KIETZMAN

The flag of the Palmetto Guards is
a reminder that southerners came
to settle Kansas as a slave state.

Kansas Territory quickly became
the center of attention when it
opened for settlement in 1854. The
whole nation knew that when
Kansas became a state it would
alter the balance of power between
North and South. To gain
statehood, though, Kansas needed
a constitution, one that would
either prohibit or allow slavery.
Only those who lived in the
territory could cast a legal ballot,
therefore, people on all sides of the
slavery issue flocked here.

As organizations like the New
England Emigrant Aid

Society encouraged antislavery
northerners to settle Kansas,
southern organizations worke d to
accomplish the opposite. One

group of South Carolinians formed

an armed force in Kansas named

the Palmetto Guards after the tree
that symbolized their native state.
They brought along a red flag with

a single white star featuring the
words "South Caro lina" on one side
and "Southern Rights" on the

other. These men settled in

Atchison, then very much a
proslavery town. Their leader,
Captain F.G. Phillips, was a
graduate of the South Carolina
Military Academy (now known as
The Citadel).

The Palmetto Guard s carried this
flag into battle on Kansas soil.
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When a proslavery force  attacked
the town of Lawrence on May 21,
1856, the flag briefly flew over

both the Herald of

Freedom newspaper office and the
Free State Hotel (now the Eldridge
House), signaling they  were in
control of the city. Both buildings
were then destroyed.

That same day in Lawrence,
another proslavery group  --the
South Carolina Minute Men &
carried a dark green flag. It
features a snake and the mottoes
"Sic Semper Tiranis" (death ever to
tyrants) and "Don't Tread on Me,"
Revolutionary War symbols that
had remained popular in the South.

After the attack on Lawrence, the
red "Southern Rights" flag was

seen at a banquet in Atchison
where it was reported that "the

most ultra pro -slavery toasts were
giv en, and the subjugation of
Kansas by the victors of Lawrence,
was spoken of by the Southerners
as a thing achieved."

But the luck of the Guards was

running out. On September 11,

1856, a company of free  -state men
led by Captain James Harvey
surprised the Pa Imetto Guards as
they camped along Slough Creek,
near Oskaloosa in Jefferson

County. With little effort the

Guards were captured, and the flag
was taken as a trophy.

Harvey presented the flag to
Colonel E.B. Whitman of Lawrence.
In 1879 Whitman presented i tto

See us on Facebook Enter Major Thomas J Key Camp

Franklin Adams of the Kansas
Historical Society (Adams had been
with Harvey's company when the
flag was captured). The flag is now
in the collections of the

Society's Kansas Museum of
History.

Monet 6s Show and
Monet Belinger Kietzman spoke
about and displayed two items s he

including a Southern Rights flag, a
rare complete set of Confederate
Bonds and an even rarer Southern
Cross of Honor.

The Confederate government

turned to issuing bonds to

generate revenue to run

government affair s and accounted
for 32% of their total revenues.

The Cross of Honor pin belonged to
Pvt. Benton Joseph Springston who
served with the 19th Virginia
Cavalry.

Tel



The Confederacy in NW Arkansas

The following images are a supplementt€ o mpat ri ot Benn
April presentation
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