The Unwritten Rules: Golf Etiquette 101 For Beginners
If you’re new to golf, chances are you’ve focused on learning how to swing the club, hit the ball, and maybe even keep score. But there’s another crucial part of the game that every beginner needs to learn early: etiquette.
Golf has a long history of tradition and respect—for the course, for your fellow players, and for the game itself. And while some rules are written in the official rulebook, many of the most important ones aren’t. These unwritten rules are what help the game flow smoothly, fairly, and enjoyably for everyone.
Here’s your crash course in Golf Etiquette 101—the essential do’s and don’ts every new golfer should know before heading to the course.
Be Ready to Play (Without Rushing Others)
One of the biggest mistakes beginners make is not being prepared when it’s their turn. Always be thinking one step ahead—whether that means selecting your club, reading your putt, or planning your next shot while others are playing.
Tip: You don’t need to rush your shot—but you should avoid delays. Golf is more fun when it moves at a steady pace.

Keep Quiet While Others Are Hitting
Golf requires focus and concentration. When someone else is preparing to swing or putt, stand still and stay quiet. Avoid talking, moving, or rummaging through your bag while others are playing.
Also: Stay out of their line of sight and don’t stand directly behind them when they’re putting or lining up.

Repair the Course as You Play
It’s every golfer’s responsibility to help maintain the course. That means:
· Raking bunkers after you hit from them
· Replacing divots on the fairway
· Repairing ball marks on the green

Don’t Walk in Someone’s Line
When you’re on the green, always be aware of other players’ putting lines—the invisible path between their ball and the hole. Walking across it can change the way their ball rolls, especially if you scuff the surface or leave a footprint.
The rule: Walk around other players’ lines, not across them.
Take Care of the Flagstick
On the green, someone in the group usually takes responsibility for the flagstick. With the modern rule change, players can now leave it in while putting—but if someone removes it, handle it gently.
Don’t: Drop or toss the flagstick on the green. Lay it down carefully off to the side so it doesn’t interfere with play.
Stay Safe—and Aware
Always be aware of your surroundings and other players. Never hit a shot until the group ahead of you is well out of range. If you accidentally hit a ball toward someone, immediately shout “Fore!” to alert them.
Pro tip: Stay behind and out of the swing path of other players for everyone’s safety.

Know When It’s Your Turn
While formal rules dictate who hits first (usually the player farthest from the hole), many casual rounds follow a “ready golf” approach—meaning whoever’s ready should go. It speeds up play and makes things more relaxed.
Use Golf Carts Responsibly
If you’re using a golf cart, follow all posted signs and avoid driving too close to greens, bunkers, or tee boxes. Some courses require carts to stay on the paths at all times or follow the 90-degree rule (driving straight out to your ball, then returning to the path).
Never: Speed, make sharp turns, or drive recklessly. A cart is not a toy.
Watch Your Shadow
Especially on the green, your shadow can interfere with another player’s focus. If your shadow falls across their putting line or the hole, step back or reposition yourself.
Be Honest—and Humble
Golf is a game of honor. You’re expected to count all your strokes (including penalties) and play the ball as it lies. No one is out there keeping tabs on every swing, so it’s up to you to play fairly.
Also: Stay humble. Celebrate your good shots, sure—but don’t brag. And when someone else hits a great shot, compliment them.
Bonus Tips for First-Timers
· Silence your phone or keep it on vibrate.
· Don’t take too many practice swings—one or two is plenty.
· Let faster groups play through if you’re moving slowly and holding them up.
· Shake hands (or fist bump) at the end of the round—it’s tradition and a sign of sportsmanship.
Final Thoughts
You don’t have to be a rules expert to enjoy your first rounds of golf. But knowing and practicing basic etiquette will make the experience better—not just for you, but for everyone on the course. Respecting the game and your fellow players is one of the best ways to show you belong, even as a beginner.
So next time you tee it up, remember: it’s not just about how you swing—it’s how you carry yourself. Play well, be kind, and enjoy the journey.

