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Virtually no current in 
this area, whether the 
tide is rising or falling.

But watch out for  
westerly, offshore  
winds – they’ll blow  
you away from  
the beach!

Noticeable currents 
here. You really need 
to be in this area to 
see in which direction 
the current is flowing, 
so be prepared!

The strongest currents in 
the Bay are at its edges.

Direction is determined by the 
tidal flow that follows the coast.

Watch out for easterlies blowing 
into the Bay as they’ll bring heavy 
seas. The local ferries often won’t 
run when an easterly is blowing.

Generally a gentle,  
clock-wise current,  

irrespective of whether 
the tidal flow past the 
Bay is north or south.
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Tidal flows and 
winds in Torbay



Station Address
Daddyhole Plain, Meadfoot
Torquay, Devon TQ1 2EQ

Latitude: 50°27.29’N
Longitude: 003°30.89’W
OS Reference: SX926628
what3words: upon.front.orange

Phone: 01803 411145
Website: torbaynci.org 

We assist in the protection and preservation 
of life at sea and along the United Kingdom 
coastline. We work with HM Coastguard, 
the RNLI and other members of the search 
and rescue organisation as required.
At NCI Torbay we were involved in 
over 50 incidents in 2022.
For local maritime information, current weather 
conditions and sea state, and radio checks, 
please call us on Marine VHF Channel 65.
Come and visit us, to see what we do 
and to enjoy one of the best views 
in Torbay. You might even like to join 
us as a volunteer watchkeeper!


