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WITNESS STATEMENT OF JANE SMITH

I, Jane Smith, of 123 Arbitration Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire, make this statement in support of my application for a Specific Issue Order relating to the education of our daughter, Emily Smith, born 14 March 2014. 
Introduction
1. I am Emily's mother. I have parental responsibility for her.
2. The purpose of this statement is to explain why I believe it is in Emily's best interests to attend Solent View School from September 2026.
3. I understand that Emily's father supports her attending Riverside Academy. I respect his position, but I believe Solent View School is better able to meet Emily's educational, emotional and social needs.
4. The facts contained in this statement are within my own knowledge unless stated otherwise.

Background
5. Emily is currently in Year 6 at Spinnaker Primary School.
6. Emily lives primarily with me and spends time with her father in accordance with the Child Arrangements Order dated 10 January 2025.
7. Both parents have been actively involved in Emily's education throughout her schooling.
8. Until recently we had hoped to reach agreement about secondary school placement. Unfortunately, despite discussions and correspondence, we have not been able to do so.
9. As a result, the court is now asked to determine which school Emily should attend.

Emily's Needs and Personality
10. Emily is a bright, thoughtful and sensitive child.
11. She works hard at school and has consistently achieved good results.
12. Emily can, however, become anxious when faced with significant change.
13. Her primary school teacher, Mrs Williams, has commented on several occasions that Emily benefits from consistency, routine and familiar support networks.
14. Emily has a close group of friends at her current school.
15. Several of those friends have accepted places at Spinnaker View School.
16. I believe continuity of friendships will help Emily manage the transition from primary to secondary education successfully.

Why I Support Spinnaker View School
17. I visited Spinnaker View School during its open evening in October 2025.
18. Emily attended with me.
19. During that visit we met teaching staff, viewed the facilities and attended presentations from pupils and senior leaders.
20. Emily appeared comfortable and enthusiastic throughout the visit.
21. She spoke positively afterwards about the school's atmosphere and opportunities.
22. Spinnaker View School has a well-established pastoral support system for new pupils.
23. The transition programme begins before the end of Year 6 and includes multiple visits and familiarisation sessions.
24. In my view, this is particularly important given Emily's tendency to become anxious about change.
25. Spinnaker View School also offers a strong music programme.
26. Emily has played the violin since the age of eight.
27. Music is an important part of her life and contributes significantly to her confidence and wellbeing.
28. During the open evening, staff explained the range of orchestras, ensembles and performance opportunities available to pupils.
29. I believe this would support Emily's interests and allow her to continue developing her skills.
30. The school is also located approximately fifteen minutes from my home.
31. This would allow Emily to travel independently as she gets older and would reduce daily travel time.
32. I believe shorter journeys would leave her more time for homework, extracurricular activities and rest.

Concerns About Riverside Academy
33. I wish to make clear that I do not suggest Riverside Academy is a poor school.
34. My concerns relate to its suitability for Emily's particular needs.
35. The school is considerably further away from Emily's home.
36. The journey would require multiple bus connections.
37. In my view, this would increase stress and reduce flexibility should any issues arise during the school day.
38. Riverside Academy also does not currently have the same friendship group transition that Spinnaker View School offers.
39. To my knowledge, only one child from Emily's close friendship group will be attending Riverside Academy.
40. I am concerned that beginning secondary school without familiar peer support may increase Emily's anxiety during the transition period.
41. I appreciate that children can and do make new friends.
42. However, I believe the court should consider what arrangement is likely to best promote Emily's welfare at the point of transition.

Emily's Wishes and Feelings
43. Emily has expressed a clear preference for Spinnaker View School.
44. I have been careful not to pressure or influence her.
45. I have encouraged her to think positively about both schools.
46. Emily has consistently told me that she would like to attend Spinnaker View School.
47. When I asked her why, she identified three principal reasons.
48. Firstly, she would like to attend with her friends.
49. Secondly, she liked the music facilities.
50. Thirdly, she felt comfortable and welcomed during the school's open evening.
51. I understand that a child's wishes are only one factor for the court to consider.
52. However, given Emily's age and maturity, I believe her views should carry some weight.

My Position Regarding the Father's Views
53. I recognise that Emily's father cares deeply about her education.
54. I understand that he believes Riverside Academy offers stronger academic outcomes.
55. I do not question the sincerity of that belief.
56. However, I believe the decision should not be based solely on academic performance.
57. In my view, the court must look at Emily's overall welfare, including her emotional wellbeing, social support and ability to settle successfully into secondary education.
58. I believe Spinnaker View School provides a better overall fit for Emily as an individual child.

Conclusion
59. I respectfully ask the Arbitrator to determine that Emily should attend Spinnaker View School from September 2026.
60. I believe this outcome best promotes her welfare, educational development, emotional wellbeing and successful transition to secondary education.
61. I make this request because I genuinely believe it is in Emily's best interests.

Statement of Truth

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 
Signed: ___________________________ 
Jane Smith 
Dated: ___________________________ 


