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Family Arbitration with Hearings – what will it cost?
One of the benefits of arbitration is that you have ownership of the process, and you can decide, together with the judge, how you would like the process to run (within certain boundaries). Whilst it is possible to have a decision made by reading the papers, the majority of cases will involve hearings – either online or in person. 
We know that it is important to have an idea of what it might cost, and so we have set out some examples of the likely costs. It is important to note that every case is different, and you will always get a quote from your chosen arbitrator before you begin, which is based on your unique circumstances. 
£5,500 plus VAT, plus any costs of room hire:

1. The initial call with each of you, to check availability, suitability etc (no more than 15 minutes) 
1. Once you have decided which arbitrator to instruct, we offer a pre-commitment meeting with both of you present; this takes place online or in person and doesn’t usually exceed 30 minutes. This is designed to ensure that you each understand the process and the implications of arbitration.
1. Receipt and acceptance of the signed arbitration agreement 
1. The arbitration formally begins. 
1. A directions hearing of up to one hour, explaining 
4. what information is required and by when. 
4. A timetable is set for exchanging evidence and written submissions.
1. Reviewing the papers and identifying any gaps or questions. There will be a limit of 350 pages for the entire case.
1. Further directions hearing to deal with further information if clarification is needed. 
1. Final written responses are filed and the evidence is closed.
1. Reading and preparation of all the material
1. Final hearing, in person or online, usually setting aside a minimum of four hours.
1. Writing a reasoned decision addressing all issues within the agreed scope of the arbitration, applying the law of England and Wales. 
1. Issuing the decision as a Determination (children case) or Award (financial case). 
Generally speaking, every extra Directions Hearing will increase the costs by around £500 plus VAT. If there is further work to be done that wasn’t anticipated at the start, you will always be advised of the additional costs. 
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