IN THE FAMILY COURT AT WINCHESTER
Case Number: WX26D01234
BETWEEN
SARAH JONES
Applicant
and
DAVID JONES
Respondent

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SARAH JONES

I, Sarah Jones, of 24 Meadow Close, Court Village, Hampshire, make this statement in support of my application for financial remedies.
Introduction
1. I am 48 years old. The Respondent is 50 years old.
2. We began living together in 2002, married in June 2005 and separated in January 2025.
3. The marriage lasted approximately 20 years.
4. There are two children of the family:
a. Emily Jones, aged 20, who is studying for a degree at university and remains financially dependent upon the family during term breaks and holidays.
b. Thomas Jones, aged 15, who is in Year 10 at secondary school and lives primarily with me.
5. This statement addresses the factors contained within section 25 of the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973 and explains the outcome that I seek.
The Children
6. Thomas lives with me for approximately 10 nights out of every 14. He spends alternate weekends with his father and sees him regularly during the week, but not overnight very often.
7. Thomas is settled at his current school and has a strong network of friends and extracurricular activities nearby.
8. Emily is currently studying at the University of Southampton. Although she is an adult, she returns home during holidays and remains partly dependent on family support. She makes her own arrangements to see the Respondent.
9. I believe it is important that Thomas remains living in the former family home until he completes his secondary education.
10. The welfare and housing needs of the children should remain a central consideration when determining the division of capital.
Our Financial Circumstances
Income
11. I work as an administrator for a local housing association.
12. My gross annual income is approximately £27,000 per annum.
13. My net monthly income is approximately £1,850.
14. The Respondent is employed as an engineering project manager.
15. His gross annual income is approximately £82,000 per annum.
16. His net monthly income is approximately £4,750.
17. There is therefore a significant disparity in income between us.
Capital Assets
18. The jointly owned home is valued at approximately £650,000. I am living in that with Thomas.
19. The mortgage outstanding is approximately £180,000.
20. The net equity is therefore approximately £470,000.
21. I hold savings of approximately £8,000.
22. The Respondent holds savings of approximately £25,000.
23. There are joint savings totalling approximately £40,000.
24. We jointly own two motor vehicles with a combined value of approximately £18,000. 
Pensions
25. My pension has a cash equivalent value of approximately £90,000.
26. The Respondent's workplace pension has a cash equivalent value of approximately £520,000.
27. The disparity in pension provision reflects the fact that I reduced my working hours for many years to care for the children.
Total Assets
28. The total combined net assets are approximately:
	Asset
	Value

	Equity in jointly owned home
	£470,000

	Pensions
	£610,000

	Savings
	£73,000

	Vehicles
	£18,000

	Total
	£1,171,000


29. The case is therefore a needs case involving modest assets rather than a case in which both our future needs can be met generously.
Standard of Living During the Marriage
30. We enjoyed a comfortable but not affluent lifestyle.
31. Family holidays were generally taken within the United Kingdom and occasionally in Europe, usually once a year.
32. The children attended state schools throughout their education. They have been able to attend clubs and have many interests which we each support them with.
33. There was no significant inherited or pre-acquired wealth.
Contributions
34. Throughout the marriage the Respondent was the primary earner.
35. I was principally responsible for the day-to-day care of the children and management of the household.
36. Between 2008 and 2020 I worked part-time to accommodate childcare responsibilities.
37. I still work and I am actively looking for better paid work but have not yet been able to secure a position. 
38. My earning capacity has therefore been affected by the choices made during the marriage regarding childcare and family responsibilities.
Housing Needs
38. My primary concern is to provide a stable home for Thomas until he completes his education. Emily lives at home with us during her breaks from University. 
39. If the family home were sold immediately, I do not believe that my share of the available equity, together with any realistic mortgage borrowing, would be sufficient to secure suitable accommodation in the local area.
40. Estate agents' particulars suggest that a modest three-bedroom property in the area costs between £380,000 and £450,000.
41. Given my income level, I have established that my mortgage borrowing capacity is unlikely to exceed approximately £110,000.
42. The Respondent's earnings place him in a significantly stronger position to obtain alternative housing finance.
43. I therefore seek to retain the former matrimonial home until Thomas reaches the age of 18 or finishes full-time secondary education, whichever is later.
Income Needs
44. My monthly expenditure is approximately £2,750. I have attached a budget.
45. This includes mortgage payments, utilities, food, transport, insurances and expenses relating to Thomas.
46. My income alone is insufficient to meet these needs.
47. The Respondent's income enables him to contribute ongoing support whilst still maintaining a reasonable standard of living.
Child Maintenance
48. Thomas remains a dependent child.
49. I seek child maintenance in accordance with the Child Maintenance Service formula based upon the Respondent's income.
50. Any maintenance should continue for so long as Thomas remains a qualifying child.
Spousal Maintenance
51. After payment of my reasonable living expenses, there remains a significant shortfall in my budget.
52. I cannot immediately increase my earnings to match those of the Respondent.
53. I seek periodical payments of £600 per month.
54. I propose that maintenance continue for six years, and for me to be able to extend or change that if my circumstances change.
55. This would provide me with an opportunity to improve my earning capacity and move towards financial independence.
Pension Provision
56. Our pension positions are significantly unequal.
57. The Respondent's pension fund is substantially larger than mine.
58. I seek a pension sharing order of 35% of the Respondent's pension fund.
59. This would provide a fairer balance in retirement whilst recognising the effect of my reduced earning capacity during the marriage.
Proposal
60. I respectfully invite the court to make the following orders:
Family Home
I. The former matrimonial home should remain in my sole occupation until Thomas reaches 18 or completes secondary education.
II. Upon sale, the net equity should be divided 60% to me and 40% to the Respondent.
Cars
III. We each keep the car that we are currently driving
Child Maintenance
IV. Child maintenance should be paid in accordance with the CMS calculation.
Spousal Maintenance
V. Periodical payments of £600 per month should be paid by the Respondent to me for a term of six years.
Pensions
VI. There should be a pension sharing order transferring 35% of the Respondent's pension to me.
Savings
VII. The joint savings should be divided equally between us.
VIII. Each of us should retain savings held in our sole names.
Conclusion
68. I believe these proposals are fair having regard to all the circumstances of the case.
69. In particular, they reflect:
a. The housing needs of the parties;
b. The welfare and accommodation needs of Thomas;
c. The disparity in earning capacity between the parties;
d. The disparity in pension provision;
e. The contributions made by each of the parties during a long marriage.
70. I respectfully ask the court to make orders broadly in accordance with the proposals set out above.


STATEMENT OF TRUTH
I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
Signed: ___________________________
Sarah Jones
Dated: ___________________________
