Vocational & Career Training Paths

Career Path

Apprenticeships

Community College
(2-year degree)

Technical Schools

Trade Schools

Healthcare
Technician Programs

Information

Technology (IT)
Certifications

Cosmetology &
Beauty Programs

Commercial Driver's
License (CDL)

Firefighter/Police
Academy

Aviation & Aircraft
Maintenance

Culinary &
Hospitality Schools

Owverall Purpose

Hands-on training in
skilled trades and
technical fields

Career-fooused
programs in high-
demand industries

Training in specific skills
like weldirg, HVAC, and
mechanics

Prepares students for
skilled careers like
plumbing, electrical
wiork, canpentny

Fast-track careers in
rmedical fields (e.g.,
phlebotomy, EMT,
dental hygiene)

Training in coding,
cybersecurity,
netwiorking

Training in hair styling,
skincare, and beauty

SEMICEeS

Training for
professional truck and
bus driving

Public safety training
leading to community
senvice roles

Pilot training or aircrafi
technician roles

Careers in food service,
restaurant
management, and
hospitality

Degree/Award

Jourmeyman Certification

Associate’s Degrese (AAS)

Certificate/Diploma

Certification/Licensure

Certification/LUicensure

Industry Certifications (e.q.,

CompTIlA, AWS, Cisco)

State License/Certificate

ZDL License

Academy Training & State

Certification

FAM Certification

Certification/Diploma

Time
Duration

1-5 years

2 years

& months
- 2 years

& months
- 2 years

& months
- 2 years

3 months

-1 wear

9 months
- 2 years

3-f
marnths

& months
-1 wear

1-3 years

& months
- 2 years

Estimated
Ciost

Often
employer-
paid or <35k

£5K - 520K
total

$5K - §30K

$5K - §25K

$2K - §30K

32K - §15K

$5K - S20K

33K - §8K

Often
employer-
paid

$10K - $50K

$5K - S40K



Construction Project management, Associate's/Certification & months 358 - 820K
Management & general contracting, - 2 years
Skilled Labor and skilled labor work
Renewable Enengy Careers in dean energy Certification & months 35K - 515K
Technician systermn installation and -1 year
(Solar/Wind) maintenance
Manufacturing & High-taech assembly, Certification/Tegree & months $5K - 520K
Robotics automation, and - 2 years

robotics training
Real Estate & Sales-oriented caresrs State Licensa 3-8 3500 - 83K
Insurance Licensing in real estate or months

finarcial security
Personal Training & Training and coaching ndustry Certification 3-12 %300 - 53K
Fitness in fitness and wellness months

Military Service as a Career Path

Provides structured career training in fizlds such as engineering, healthcare, aviation, IT, and skilled

trades.

Offers financial benefits, including education assistance (Gl Bill), housing, and healthcare,
Entry: Requires basic training (8-12 weeks), followed by specialized job training.

Mary military careers translate into civilian roles after service, leading to strong job prospects.

Cost: Paid service with salary, benefits, and future education opportunities,

Entreprencurship & Self-Employment

Starting a business or freelance career in various fields (e.g., marketing, trade services, e-commerce,

content creation).
Reguires self-discipline, financial management, and marketable skills.

Often an ideal path for those who prefer independence, have a strong vision, or see an

underserved market niche.

Time & Cost: Highly variable—some businesses can be started with minimal investment, while

cthers require substantial capital.

Resources for Entrepreneurs:

*  Small Business Administration (SBA) — Offers funding, training, and mentoring.
* Local Small Business Development Centers (SBDC) - Provide free business planning help.

*  Online Courses (e.g., Udemy, Coursera, LinkedIn Learning) — Teach skills like marketing,

finance, and operations.

* Incubators & Accelerators — Support startups with funding and networking.



