
 

2021 MIPS Eligibility Decision Tree 
Am I Eligible to Participate in the Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) in the 2021 Performance Year? 

Am I a 
MIPS Eligible 

Clinician 
Type? 

NO 

YES 

You are not 
eligible to 
participate 
in MIPS. 

Did I Enroll 
in Medicare 

After 1/1/21? 

YES NO 

You are not 
eligible to 
participate 
in MIPS. 

Do I Meet the 
Low-Volume 
Threshold? 

Even if an individual clinician is below 
the low-volume threshold, group 
participation may make them eligible. 
Beginning in 2021, CMS will evaluate the 
low-volume threshold for MIPS APM 
participants at the individual or group 
level, just as it does for participants who 
are not in MIPS APMs. 

YES NO 
You are not eligible to participate 
in MIPS. Note: If you exceed 1 or 2 of 
the criteria, you may choose to opt-in 
or voluntarily report to MIPS. 

Am I a 
Qualifying APM 

Participant (QP) 
in an Advanced 

APM? 

YES 

NO 

You are excluded 
from MIPS and may 
earn a 5% APM 
incentive payment. 

Am I a 
Partial QP in 
an Advanced 

APM? 

YES

 NO 

You may choose 
whether or not 
to participate 
in MIPS. 

You will be required to participate
 in MIPS and will be subject to a MIPS 
Final Score and payment adjustment 
unless you are otherwise excluded. 

MIPS eligible clinician types: 

Physicians (includes doctors of medicine, 
osteopathy, dental surgery, dental medicine, 
podiatric medicine, and optometry; osteopathic 
practitioners; and chiropractors (with respect to 
certain specified treatment, a Doctor of 
Chiropractic legally authorized to practice by a 
State in which he/she performs this function)), 
Physician Assistants, Nurse Practitioners, Clinical 
Nurse Specialists, Certified Registered Nurse 
Anesthetists, Clinical Psychologists, Physical 
Therapists, Occupational Therapists, Qualified 
Speech-Language Pathologists, Qualified 
Audiologists, Registered Dietitians or Nutrition 
Professionals, groups or virtual groups that include 
one or more of these MIPS eligible clinician types 

Low-Volume Threshold Criteria for 2021: 

• Bill more than $90,000 for Part B covered 
professional services under the Physician Fee 
Schedule; AND 

• See more than 200 Part B patients; AND 

• Provide more than 200 covered professional 
services to Part B patients 

To achieve QP status in 2021, you must: 

• Receive at least 50% of Medicare Part B 
payments; OR 

• See at least 35% of Medicare patients through and 
Advanced APM Entity. 

• Additionally, 75% of practices need to be using 
CEHRT within the Advanced APM Entity. 

To achieve partial QP status in 2021, you must: 

• Receive at least 40% of Medicare Part B 
payments; OR 

• See at least 25% of Medicare patients through an 
Advanced APM Entity. 

On December 27, 2020, the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2021 was signed into law. Under 
this law, the QP thresholds for 
payment years 2023 and 2024 will 
be frozen at 50% for the payment 
amount threshold and 35% for the 
patient count threshold (note that 
the applicable performance years 
will be 2021 and 2022). The partial 
QP thresholds have also been 
frozen at the same levels used for 
the 2022 payment year and 2020 
performance year. 



Help, Resources, and Version History 
Version History 

If we need to update this document, changes will be identified here. 

Date Change Description 

01/14/2021 Updated to reflect the freeze to QP thresholds for payment years 2023 and 2024 as a result of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021. 

10/28/2020 Original posting 




