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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 

BETHEL TOWN HALL  

February 10, 2026 

Present: Mayor Carl Wilson, Mayor Pro-Temp Camilla Griggs, Commissioner Cassandra 

Conger, Commissioner Elvis Jones, Commissioner Thomas Lilley, Commissioner Fred 

Whitehurst 

Members of the Board Absent: None (It is noted that Commissioner Fred Whitehurst arrived at 

6:30pm). 

Staff Present: Interim Town Manager, D. Scott Elliott, Clerk, Linda Sheppard, and Deputy Clerk, 

Jalissa Griggs 

Call to Order  

Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M. Mayor Pro Temp Griggs gave the 

invocation. Bethel School student, Brandi Little then led the pledge of allegiance. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the proposed agenda, Mayor Pro Temp Griggs 

seconded the motion, the motion carried (Commissioner Whitehurst not present). 

Mayor Pro Temp Griggs made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular monthly 

meeting on January 6, 2026 and the Bethel Stormwater Workshop on January 13, 2026, 

Commissioner Conger seconded the motion, the motion carried (Commissioner Whitehurst 

not present). 

Public Comments 

Davonte Jones invited the community to an Easter Parade on April 4, 2026 beginning at 11am. 

William Chase Colson, a citizen of Bethel, noted his home at 3757 Cecil Street has damage due 

to a ditch that was dug out in 2019-2020 (See Attachment A). 

Presentations 

 

Jerome Brown of United Providers of Health (UPOH) announced that United Providers of 

Health (UPOH) will partner with SIMAC Health to conduct healthcare research to address 

chronic diseases and illnesses in Bethel, North Carolina. 

 

 

Old Business 

 

SCIF Grant Capital Expenditures: 
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The Town of Bethel has remaining grant funds in the SCIF (State Capital Infrastructure Funds) 

projects account in the amount of $156,077. The Town has been seeking bids on two major 

components within the SCIF. The first project is to finish off a 597 sq. ft. back room space in 

Town Hall to be used as flex space (Law Enforcement office, Town Hall kitchenette & uni-sex 

handicapped bathroom). Also, with this project is a complete window replacement of Town Hall 

(141 & 143 W. Railroad St.) with energy efficient windows. 

 

The second major project is the renovation of the Fire Department’s two existing bathrooms. 

Both will be made into uni-sex bathrooms with one having a shower added to it. 

 

The remaining monies within the SCIF account are preliminarily programmed for the following: 

• 113 W. Railroad St.: Roof replacement & gutting of building (contingent upon release of 

liens) 

• Senior Center needs (roof repair, flooring, ramp repair, etc.) 

• Town Hall video recording system 

• Pitt Stop – exterior mural wall – window encloser 

• Town Hall – electronic video display 

 

For the first two major projects Unshakeable Builders has given the following quotes: 

 -Town Hall Break Room Upfit & Window Replacements $89,000 

 -Fire Department Bathroom Renovations: $38,500 

 

Roberto Valaquez has given a quote of $20,800 for the Fire Department Bathroom Renovations. 

 

Commissioner Conger made a motion to approve the selection of Unshakeable Builders for 

the Town Hall renovation at $89,000, Commissioner Lilley seconded the motion, the motion 

carried (Commissioner Whitehurst not present). 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the selection of Roberto Valaquez for the Fire 

Station renovation at $20,800, Mayor Pro Temp Griggs seconded the motion, the motion 

carried (Commissioner Whitehurst not present). 

 

Donation of Three Vacant Tax Parcels – Smith Street Park: 

Attorney Keen Lassiter will present this at the March 3, 2026 meeting. 

 

New Business 

 

Formation of Separate Appointed Planning Board: 

Currently, the Bethel Board of Commissioners has established itself and operates as the Town’s 

Planning Board. In order to be more compliant with NCGS 160D-604 (See Attachment B), it 

was recommended that the Town seek applicants for a truly separate Planning Board. A Board 

totaling 5 (4-in town members and 1 ETJ-member) was recommended. The Town’s Code of 

Ordinances Chapter 151 (Planning) will need to be modified in this process. 
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It is noted Commissioner Whitehurst arrived at 6:30pm. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to have the manager and attorney revise, “Chapter 151: 

Planning” of the Code of Ordinances, Mayor Pro Temp Griggs seconded the motion, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Little Small Subdivision – Preliminary Plat: 

The Bethel Planning Board met on January 13, 2026, to consider a major subdivision (greater 

than four lots) (See Attachment C). The Bethel Planning Board reviewed and gave preliminary 

approval to the eight (8) lot subdivision entitled the, “Little Small Subdivision”.  

 

Commissioner Conger made a motion that upon recommendation of the Bethel Planning 

Board, give Preliminary Plat approval to the Little Small Subdivision, Mayor Pro Temp Griggs 

seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Offer to Purchase Town Owned Properties: 

The Town of Bethel received two separate sets of offers (Attachment D) for two adjoining 

properties owned by the Town for tax parcels 9216 & 29604. The following is a breakdown of 

the offers: 

 Offer by Freddie Lambert: 

• Parcel 9216 – Amount $300.00 

• Parcel 29604 – Amount $150.00 

 

Offer by Geraldine Dixon-Brown: 

• Parcel 9216 – Amount $600.00 

• Parcel 29604 – Amount $300.00 

 

Geraldine Dixon-Brown noted that she inquired about the parcels about a month ago to someone 

who thought they owned the properties and later came to know that it was owned by the Town of 

Bethel. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to accept Geraldine Dixon-Brown’s offer, Mayor Pro 

Temp Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Budget/Financial Matters: 

Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment - #8 (Attachment E). The proposed budget 

amendment moves $10,850 from Contingency to pay for the contract amendment with Carolina 

Earth Movers. An additional 700 linear feet of canal is to be cleared at a cost of $10,850. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve Budget Amendment - #8, Commissioner 

Whitehurst seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Smith Street Park – Walking Trail Paving Bids: 
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Clarification is needed on the paving bids received to include all areas identified in the Park 

Master Plan and not just the existing walking trail. 

 

Commissioner Conger made a motion to table Smith Street Park – Walking Trail Paving Bids 

until the next meeting on March 3, 2026, Mayor Pro Temp Griggs seconded the motion, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Annual Cemetery(s) Clean-Up Notice (Proposal) (Attachment F): 

A few months back a communication was sent out by the Town via the Town’s website and 

Facebook page concerning a desire to clean-up the two Town cemeteries (Bethel & Pinelawn). 

The communication asked citizens to remove and clean-up all non-permanent items such as 

flowers and associated non-permanent memorabilia by the end of February. As a follow-up to 

this, there is a need to post notice of this proposed practice for Town Public Works employees to 

perform an annual clean-up of both cemeteries beginning the first week of March every year. 

Along with this there is a need to communicate what the “allowable” vs. “not allowed” items are 

that can or cannot be placed in the cemeteries. 

 

It was noted that the Annual Cemetery(s) Clean-Up Notice will include a date of April 1st for 

citizens to return allowable items to the cemeteries every year. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to adopt the proposed “Annual Cemetery(s) Clean-Up 

Notice”, Commissioner Conger seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Bethel Fire Department – OSFM 50-50 Grant: 

The Bethel Fire Department would like to apply for an OSFM (Office of State Fire Marshal) 50-

50 Grant. Grant funds can be requested in the amount up to $40,000. Each dollar of funds 

requested has to be matched dollar for dollar. Attachment G illustrates the equipment the Bethel 

Fire Department plans to purchase when approved for the OSFM grant. It is a total of 

$76,049.87. The breakout by vendor is as follows: 

• Fire Connections @ $58,770.91 

• C.W. Williams @ $5,054.00 

• Motorola Solutions @ $12,224.86 

Also attached is a copy of the needed equipment. This equipment will go on the new E-

ONE/Freightliner VM8 truck. It was recommended that once the new E-ONE/Freightliner VM8 

Pumper-Tanker is put into place that the proceeds from selling the existing Pumper-Tanker 

(2102) be deposited back to the Town’s fund balance to cover the Town’s grant match position. 

This should replenish the match amount to the OSFM 50-50 Grant. 

Commissioner Lilley noted that he would like to hold on to Truck 2102 for at least eight (8) 

months to help with the Insurance Service Office (ISO) rating. 
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Commissioner Jones made a motion to approve the request for the submission of an OSFM 

50-50 Grant contingent upon selling Fire Truck 2102 at some point in time, Mayor Pro Temp 

Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Departmental Reports 

 

Interim Town Manager: 

Interim Town Manager referenced the public safety report for the month of December 2025 from 

information provided to the Town of Bethel from the Sheriff’s Office (See Attachment H).  

 

The Interim Town Manager gave the financial report for the month of December 2025 (See 

Attachment I). 

 

Commissioner Conger made a motion to approve the financial report for the month of 

December 2025, Commissioner Lilley seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

It was announced that the next monthly meeting will be held March 3, 2026. 

 

It was announced that there is an Essentials of Municipal Government class being offered in 

Rocky Mount, NC February 12-13, 2026, for all newly elected officials. The registration fee will 

be paid by the Town. 

 

Fire Department 

Fire Chief Lilley gave a report of twenty five (25) calls for January 2026 to include six (6) brush 

fires, one (1) motor vehicle crash, four (4) house fires, one (1) structure fire, two (2) assist EMS, 

three (3) outside county fires, four (4) power lines, two (2) illegal burns, and two (2) wood fires 

and fifty-six (56) training hours. 

Fire Chief Lilley reported that truck 2109 is undergoing repair and that they are thirty (30) days 

behind on their hose testing. 

Public Works 

It was reported that Rivers & Associates has been asked to provide a proposal to conduct a 

stormwater utility fee study and will also submit a format for Request For Qualifications (RFQ) 

to establish them as the Town’s engineer. Smith Street Park playground install will begin as early 

as the week of February 16, 2026. 

 

Town Attorney 

The Town Attorney was not present due to this meeting being rescheduled. He was attending 

another municipalities already scheduled regular meeting. 
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Closing Remarks 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to go into Closed Session Pursuant to G.S. – 143-

318.11(A)(3) Attorney-Client Privilege at 7:25 pm, Mayor Pro Temp Griggs seconded the 

motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Whitehurst made a motion to go out of Closed Session and back into Open 

Session at 8:00pm, Mayor Pro Temp Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Commissioner Whitehurst made a motion to deny the offer to purchase of Town property for 

tax parcels 3753 and 14129, Commissioner Conger seconded the motion, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Commissioner Whitehurst made a motion to approve Closed Session minutes for February 4, 

2025, May 6, 2025, and November 4, 2025, Commissioner Lilley seconded the motion, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Pro Temp Griggs made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:03pm, Commissioner 

Whitehurst seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

________________________________  

Mayor, Carl Wilson  

ATTEST:  

 

_____________________________________  

Linda Sheppard, Town Clerk  

_____________________ 

Date 
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