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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING  

BETHEL TOWN HALL  

December 2, 2025 

Present: Mayor Carl Wilson, Mayor Pro-Temp Barbara Bynum, Commissioner Ferrell Blount, 

Commissioner Thomas Lilley, Commissioner Fred Whitehurst 

Newly Elected Present: Commissioner Elvis Jones, Commissioner Cassandra Conger, and 

Commissioner Camilla Griggs 

Members of the Board Absent: Commissioner Tina Staton 

Staff Present: Interim Town Manager, D. Scott Elliott, Attorney, Keen Lassiter, Clerk, Linda 

Sheppard, and Deputy Clerk, Jalissa Griggs 

Call to Order  

Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:05 P.M. Mayor Pro Temp Bynum gave the 

invocation. Clemmie German then led the pledge of allegiance. 

The swearing-in Ceremony of Mayor and the Board of Commissioners was conducted 

individually by Judge Wendy Hazelton. 

An appreciation letter for outgoing Commissioners was read aloud and given to Mayor Pro Temp 

Bynum and Commissioner Blount by Mayor Wilson. Commissioner Tina Staton was not present. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the proposed agenda, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Mayor Wilson opened the nomination process to select a Mayor Pro Temp. 

Commissioner Whitehurst nominated Commissioner Griggs to serve as Mayor Pro Temp. 

Commissioner Jones made a motion to close the nomination, the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Griggs to serve as Mayor Pro Temp was approved by acclamation. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of the Regular 

Monthly Meeting Minutes for November 4, 2025, approve amendment to the FY 24-25 audit 

agreement, and approve a modified Margaret Little Blout Memorial Library agreement, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

Public Comments 

No public comments. 

Presentations 
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Code of Ordinances-Update: 

The Town has been under contract with the Mid-East Commission for the past year to conduct a 

thorough review of the Town of Bethel’s Code of Ordinances and the Town’s zoning map. 

Joshua Hollis, Mid-East Commission, Planner II presented an overview of this project as well as 

a status update. The Code of Ordinances document will need to come back before the Board in 

2026 for formal approval. 

 

Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Audit Presentation: 

The Town’s auditor, Greg Redman, CPA, has completed the Town’s FY24-25 annual audit. The 

audit has also been approved by the LGC (Local Government Commission). Mr. Redman was 

scheduled to present at the December 2, 2025 meeting but due to a family emergency will be 

present to present the audit at the January 6, 2026 meeting. 

 

Old Business 

 

Storm Water Asset Inventory Assessment (AIA Study): 

Scott Godefroy and Ben Williams of Rivers & Associates presented a high-level summary of the 

draft study pertaining to the Town of Bethel’s Stormwater Asset Inventory Assessment (AIA). 

This study began back in November of 2024. 

 

Interim Town Manager recommended that the Board hold a workshop in January 2026 to allow 

Rivers & Associates to go into detail regarding the results of the study. 

 

Interim Town Manager asked for a rough cost estimate regarding potential total project costs. 

Ben Williams responded that it would be about $70,000 to clean some drainage areas, $1.2 

million for the CCTV effort, and about $2.5 million of upgrades and replacements, totaling 

almost $3.9 million. 

 

A preliminary project is to clean the canal between McWhorter Street and Cherry Street. This is 

a very small project in the larger project. 

 

New Business 

 

Donation of Three Vacant Tax Parcel – Smith Street Park: 

The Town of Bethel has been contacted by a representative of the owners of three vacant parcels 

of land adjacent to Smith St. Park. The owners of these parcels desire to donate them to the 

Town. The combined acreage (.23 + .13 +.06 acres) is .42 acres. 

 

Attachment A is an email from the representative of the parcels (Martha Moore) as well as an 

aerial photo of the park and three parcels to be donated highlighted in red. These parcels are 

located on the north end of the park. 
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Commissioner Lilley made a motion to direct the Town Attorney to research the parcels to 

determine if they can be donated free and clear and bring back before the board for next 

step(s), motion carried unanimously. 

 

Repeal Ordinance No. 23-O (Prohibition Against Dog Tethering): 

On August 1, 2023 the Town Code of Ordinances was amended by adopting language to prohibit 

the tethering of dogs (See Attachment B). As the Board is aware, Pitt County Animal Control 

provides services to the Town for animal control matters. At this time, there is no other 

municipality among the ten (10) that has dog tethering regulations in place. Also, Pitt County is 

unable to enforce this existing ordinance for the Town because this ordinance language is not 

included in the Pitt County’s Comprehensive Animal Control Ordinance. This being the case, it 

was recommended to repeal this language. It was noted that if a dog is being neglected or 

abused, the County can still be asked to step in and investigate this type of situation. 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst asked if this will allow dogs to roam free and Interim Town Manager 

responded that it will not. This ordinance only repeals the prohibition against tethering of dogs. 

 

Mayor Pro Temp Griggs made a motion to repeal Ordinance No. 23-O, Ordinance Amending 

Chapter 91 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Bethel, NC – Prohibition Against 

Tethering of Dogs, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Budget/Financial Matters: 

Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment - #6 (Attachment C). The budget 

amendment moves $7,500 of $10,000 from within the Public Works budget. It moves monies 

from Capital Needs (560-7000) to Equipment/Equipment Maintenance (560-1600). 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve Budget Amendment - #6, motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Residential Yard Debris Contract: 

The Town’s contract for residential yard debris pick-up with C&W Lawncare, LLC was 

terminated due to default. This was effective at the beginning of November. Since that time, the 

Town has utilized the services of its current contractor who was awarded the Town’s municipal 

lawncare contract. This has been with Home Front Lawn & Tree Services, LLC. The Town has 

had a verbal agreement to perform this work for $3,600 per month (prior contract was $3,000 

monthly). 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst asked what was C&W Lawncare, LLC’s default and Interim Town 

Manager responded that there were equipment issues and non-compliance of pick-up for an 

extended period of time with no hope of resolution. 
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Commissioner Conger made a motion to award a written contract for this service to 

Homefront Lawn & Tree Services, LLC at $3,600/month through the period of June 30, 2026, 

the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Departmental Reports 

 

Interim Town Manager: 

It was announced that there is an Essentials of Municipal Government class being offered in 

Rocky Mount, NC February 12-13, 2026 for all newly elected officials. The registration fee will 

be paid by the Town. 

 

Interim Town Manager referenced the public safety report for the month of October 2025 from 

information provided to the Town of Bethel from the Sheriff’s Office (See Attachment D).  

 

The Interim Town Manager gave the financial report for the month of October 2025 (See 

Attachment E). 

 

Mayor Pro Temp Griggs made a motion to approve the financial report for the month of 

October 2025, motion carried unanimously. 

 

It was announced that the Pitt Stop Mural(s) concept will be brought back before the Board for 

input. The Town received funding from Greenville Eastern North Carolina Alliance for $20,000 

and $4,000 from the Arts Commission. A soft opening of the actual Pitt Stop facility is scheduled 

for March 2026. 

 

Interim Town Manager and Mayor Wilson had a conversation with an individual who wants to 

provide lobbying services to the Town to lobby the North Carolina General Assembly. This item 

will be brought back at budget time. 

 

It was announced that a traveling baseball league would like to utilize the Field of Dreams for 

practice. 

 

It was announced that the entire Town (residential and non-residential properties) has been 

surveyed for violation of the Public Nuisance ordinance. A total of 107 certified letters were sent 

to property owners for overgrown grass or shrubs, structures that needed to be torn down or 

required major rehab and/or for excess junk. Calls from property owners regarding clean up or 

commitment to fix are being logged. 

 

It was announced that the Bethel Tree Lighting will be held at the Town Gazebo on Saturday, 

December 6, 2025 at 6pm and the Bethel Christmas Parade will be held Saturday, December 13, 

2025 at 10am. 

 



5 
 

 

It was announced that the next monthly meeting will be held January 6, 2026. A proposed 

meeting schedule for 2026 was presented (See Attachment F). 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the proposed 2026 Board of Commissioners 

Meeting Schedule and post for public view, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Fire Department 

Fire Chief Lilley gave a report of calls for November 2025 (See Attachment G). 

Fire Chief Lilley reported that truck 2102 has a packing problem on the pump. 

Fire Chief Lilley made a suggestion to have, “In God We Trust” as a logo on the top of each 

truck and it would be included in the graphic design at no cost. 

Commissioner Whitehurst made a motion to allow, “In God We Trust” be as a logo on top of 

each truck, the motion carried unanimously. 

Public Works 

It was reported that Public Works is completing various projects around Town. 

Town Attorney 

 

No report was given. 

 

Closing Remarks 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:42pm, the motion 

carried unanimously. 

________________________________  

Mayor, Carl Wilson  

ATTEST:  

 _____________________________________  

Linda Sheppard, Town Clerk  

_____________________ 

Date 
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