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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING  

BETHEL TOWN HALL  

April 1, 2025 

Present: Mayor Carl Wilson, Mayor Pro-Temp Barbara Bynum, Commissioner Ferrell Blount, 

Commissioner Thomas Lilley, Commissioner Tina Staton, and Commissioner Fred Whitehurst 

Members of the Board Absent: None 

Staff Present: Interim Town Manager, D. Scott Elliott, Attorney, Keen Lassiter, Clerk, Linda 

Sheppard, and Deputy Clerk, Jalissa Griggs 

Call to Order  

Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. and Mayor Pro-Temp Bynum gave the 

invocation.  

Commissioner Lilley then led the pledge of allegiance. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the proposed agenda, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Mayor Pro-Temp Bynum made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular monthly meeting 

on March 4, 2025, the motion carried unanimously. 

(No public comments were made) 

Presentations 

 

Bianca Shoneman, VP of Community Development for NC East Alliance, made a presentation 

regarding their services which include community development, workforce development, 

industrial development, lifestyle branding and marketing, and education (See Attachment A). 

Commissioner Whitehurst commented on the STEM education and Mrs. Shoneman explained 

that NC East Alliance works with industrial recruiters and local economic teams to train K-12 

students to meet the needs of employers. Mayor Pro-Temp Bynum asked about the logistics. 

Mrs. Shoneman’s organization is paid through Pitt County and then this service is offered to the 

Town of Bethel. Interim Town Manager asked if the Town of Bethel would have to work 

through Pitt County to acquire NC East Alliance’s assistance. It is approved through Pitt County 

and then managed through the Town of Bethel. 

 

Wes Gray, Public Health Director gave an update regarding the Pitt Stop Project (See 

Attachment B). The renovation of the Town’s former Police Department is nearing completion. 

The building features include an activity room, clinic lobby, 2 tele psych rooms, 3 exam rooms, 

lab, office space, dental suite, and sterilization room. Interim Town Manager asked for an 



2 
 

 

anticipated date for services to begin. Mr. Gray responded that hopefully Summer 2025, at least 

the top 5 clinical partners can start. Mayor Pro Temp Bynum asked about the types of services 

offered. Health Department services, WIC services, Social Services, Physicians East, ECU 

Health, Pitt County Schools, telepsychiatry, and dentistry (to be offered on Friday’s for adults 

and children) are services intended to operate out of Pitt Stop. Commissioner Lilley asked if a 

“Knox Box” (fire key box) will be installed. Mr. Gray said yes there will be one. 

 

Old Business 

 

Smith Street Park Project had three separate items needing approval from the Board: 

 

ITEM ONE: Bid to purchase and install equipment. WillyGoat Toys & Playground submitted a 

bid of $168,332.82 (equipment: $85,494.82, installation: $67,500, shipping and taxes: 

$15,338.00). Interim Town Manager made the correction to purchase and not install as there are 

additional bids pending for installation. Mrs. Dew added that if the Town decides on purchasing 

from WillyGoat, the Town would be receiving more equipment than originally planned for the 

same cost as well as a $10,000 discount and a $15,000 installation discount (both already 

included in the price quoted). 

 

Mayor Pro-Temp Bynum made a motion to approve the bid for equipment purchase by 

WillyGoat Toys & Playgrounds in the amount of $85,494.82 plus shipping and taxes in the 

amount of $15,338.00, motion carried unanimously. 

 

ITEM TWO: Town Fund Balance Appropriation of $200,000 towards project. Once approved, 

this appropriation of $200,000 combined with the RTG (Rural Transformation Grant) of 

$200,000 plus the set aside of $50,000 in the SCIF (State Capital Infrastructure Fund) will total 

$450,000. This total of $450,000 will then be used to leverage a State PART-F (Parks and 

Recreation Trust Fund) grant at the same amount. If funded, the total project budget would be 

$900,000. PART-F grants require a dollar-for-dollar match. 

 

Commissioner Staton made the motion to approve the appropriation of $200,000 of Town fund 

balance toward the Smith Street Project, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

ITEM THREE: Smith Street Park PART-F Resolution. As part of the PART-F grant application 

process, a resolution as adopted by the governing body is required (Attachment C). 

 

Commissioner Lilley made the motion to approve the PART-F Resolution for the Smith Street 

Park grant application, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

A Public Input Meeting for the Smith Street Park Project will be held April 15, 2025, at 6:00pm. 

 

New Business 
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Rich Zeck, Director of the PC-COA (Pitt County-Council on Aging), asked the Town of Bethel 

to adopt the attached proclamation recognizing its 50th anniversary (Attachment D). 

 

Mayor Pro Temp Bynum made a motion to adopt the proclamation recognizing PC-COA 50th 

anniversary, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Interim Town Manager introduced the audit contract terms from Gregory T. Redman, CPA to 

conduct the Town of Bethel’s audit for the current year ending June 30, 2025. The audit cost has 

increased from $15,000 to $16,500 and has been included in the budget for next year. 

 

Commissioner Blount made a motion to approve the proposed audit terms for the FY 24-25 by 

Gregory T. Redman, CPA, motion carried unanimously (Attachment E). 

 

A draft budget for the new fiscal year of 2025-2026 has been developed. The budget is being 

tweaked as new and updated information becomes available (i.e. insurance renewals, LGERs 

rates, etc.) The plan is to make a Preliminary Budget Presentation at the next board meeting on 

May 6, 2025. In addition to the operating budget for the new year, a presentation and discussion 

regarding the Town’s fund balance will be made. After hearing what is being proposed, the 

board can opt to decide whether or not it wants to schedule a more detailed budget workshop. 

 

Interim Town Manager presented the following budget amendments that need board approval: 

 

• Budget Amendments: 12 (duplicate), 13, 14 (See Attachment F) 

 

This has been discussed and prepared by the Town’s outside financial consultant, Beverly 

Stroud, CPA. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the budget amendments; the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Departmental Reports 

 

The Interim Town Manager gave the financial report for the month of February 2025 (See 

Attachment G). 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the financial report for the month of February 

2025, motion carried unanimously. 

 

The Interim Town Manager made the public safety report for the month of February 2025 from 

the Sheriff’s Office (Attachment H).  

 

It was announced that there will be a Public Information Meeting for the proposed Industrial 

Mega site on April 3, 2025, April 8, 2025, and April 17, 2025. Mayor Wilson commented that 
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the previous meeting yielded insight that this is a 5-10 year project on a 3000-acre lot off Allpine 

Taylor Rd (See Attachment I). 

 

Bethel Community Day Event (Sponsored by Pitt County Cultural Arts and Recreation) was 

rescheduled to May 3, 2025 at Bethel School. 

 

Smith Street Park PART-F Public Input Meeting is scheduled for April 15, 2025. 

 

The next monthly meeting will be held May 6, 2025. 

 

Fire Department 

Fire Chief Lilley reported 1 car fire, 1 storm mode, 1 brush fire, 4 house fires, 3 assist EMS, 2 

outside county fires, 3 illegal burn, and 45 hours of training. 

On April 1, 2025, the potato farm was cited with an illegal burn. 

The state and county burning ban will be released on April 2, 2025 at 8:00am however, the Town 

of Bethel’s burning ban is still in effect. 

Trucks were serviced on April 1, 2025 with oil changes. 

Public Works 

Interim Town Manager reported that the paving issue on Nelson St near its intersection with  

Main St has been redone and NCDOT’s final payment has been submitted. 

An informal proposal was submitted by Dominion Energy to replace the decorative street lights 

with LED. A total of 197 are currently not LED and 36 have already transitioned. When a light 

goes out, Dominion Energy automatically transitions them to LED. The lights are $150 each and 

there would be a 6 and ¼ return on investment. Commissioner Blount asked what the total cost 

would be. The total cost would be $29,550.00. Replacements would only apply to Dominion 

Energy lights.  

Commissioner Blount made a motion to appropriate $30,000 from fund balance to convert the 

street lights to LED, motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Lilley and Alex Lilley connected the Town with River City Electric to analyze the 

inoperative decorative pole street lights. Investigation yielded a finding of cut wires. 

A budget of $152,000 was figured for a new leaf vac, Farnall tractor, and arm mower. The tractor 

and arm mower have been purchased leaving about $80,000 in balance. Public Works is in need 

of a new pickup truck. Preferably a Ford F-250 from state contract or Sourcewell, which gives a 

deep discount to government agencies. No motion required, informational only. 

The Town of Farmville with their Vac-con vacuum truck, has contributed to the Town of Bethel’s 

stormwater project to clear select inlets so that Rivers and Associates can measure its depth. 
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Pitt County is using ARPA dollars for 4 new housing units to replace dilapidated houses in 

Bethel. 

Town Attorney 

There were no upset bids for the two parcels for Mr. Foster. There is a 60-day window for 

closing. Mr. Lassiter will review the deed, make sure it’s a non-warranty deed, and inspect the 

settlement statement. Then, he will ensure the Mayor signs and make sure the proceeds come to 

the Town.  

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to recess the Town Board meeting at 7:04pm for the 

Planning Board meeting, the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Blount made a motion to reconvene the regular Town Board meeting at 7:16 

pm, the motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearing- Rezoning Matter (RA-20 to HB) 

Interim Town Manager Scott Elliott reported that the Town’s Planning Board has reviewed and 

approved a rezoning matter within the Town’s ETJ. This occurred at its meeting on May 6, 2025. 

The Bethel Town Planning Board approval a request to rezone a portion of tax parcel 009330 

from RA-20 to HB (See Attachment J with Rezoning Application and supporting documents). 

The applicant Phillip Goodwin with Republic Media.  

It was noted that the proposed area to be rezoned from RA-20 to HB is designated on the Town’s 

Projected Land Use, Bethel Land Use Plan as “Highway Business” (See Attachment K). 

The Public Hearing to receive input was opened by mayor Carl Wilson. The property owner, 

John Gurganus spoke in favor. The applicant Philip Goodwin spoke in favor. Trisha Werkaw, a 

Bethel Citizen, spoke against. Town Commissioner Ferell Blount spoke in favor. 

Commissioner Blount made a motion to approve rezoning a portion of parcel number 9330 

from RA-20 to Highway Business, which is reasonable and consistent with the Town’s Land 

Use Plan, the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Lilley recommended selling the Town of Bethel’s car. Interim Town Manager 

commented that it currently does not crank. 

Mayor Wilson mentioned the proposed playground equipment for Smith Street Park will be 

handicap accessible. 

Mayor Pro-Temp Bynum made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:25pm, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

________________________________  

Mayor, Carl Wilson  

ATTEST:  
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____________________________________  

Linda Sheppard, Town Clerk  

 

 

 

 

_____________________ 

Date 
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