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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING  

BETHEL TOWN HALL  

November 4, 2025 

Present: Mayor Carl Wilson, Mayor Pro-Temp Barbara Bynum, Commissioner Ferrell Blount, 

Commissioner Thomas Lilley, Commissioner Tina Staton, and Commissioner Fred Whitehurst 

Members of the Board Absent: None 

Staff Present: Interim Town Manager, D. Scott Elliott, Attorney, Keen Lassiter, Clerk, Linda 

Sheppard, and Deputy Clerk, Jalissa Griggs 

Call to Order  

Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. Mayor Pro Temp Bynum gave the 

invocation.  

First grade student, Mari’Ella Lynch of Bethel School then led the pledge of allegiance. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the proposed agenda, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Commissioner Staton made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular monthly 

meeting on October 7, 2025, the motion carried unanimously. 

Public Comments 

Kelsey Mareno, new owner of DaNite restaurant, announced that DaNite will be reopening 

within 2-3 weeks with the same menu. 

Deborah Jordan, a citizen of Bethel, expressed concerns of citizen’s financials with the 

uncertainty surrounding food stamps. 

Old Business 

 

Interim Town Manager would like to bring the Town Hall Renovation – Law Enforcement 

Office/Bathroom/Kitchenette back at the December 2, 2025 meeting as the bid proposal is not 

ready. 

 

As a follow-up to the October 7, 2025 regular meeting, two letters have been prepared for 

recommended use to reflect what the Town should charge for expenses incurred for cleaning up 

public nuisances such as over grown lots and debris (See Attachment A). 
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Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the nuisance form letters, motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to change the Schedule of Fees to reflect the $75 fee/fine, 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

New Business 

 

Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment A (Attachment B). The budget 

amendment accounts for the budgeted 3% COLA (Cost of Living) funding that has been held in 

a COLA reserve line item. This budget transfer will enable it to now be moved to each 

appropriate line-item in the budget. This is included in the current FY25-26 operating budget. 

 

Mayor Pro Temp Bynum made a motion to approve Budget Amendment A, motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment - #5 (Attachment C). The budget 

amendment accounts for the moving of funds to pay for the Carolina Earth Movers Contract of 

$15,500 as approved by the Board at the October 7, 2025 regular meeting. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve Budget Amendment - #5, motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Departmental Reports 

 

Interim Town Manager referenced the public safety report for the month of September 2025 

from information provided by the Town of Bethel and the Sheriff’s Office (See Attachment D).  

 

The Interim Town Manager gave the financial report for the month of September 2025 (See 

Attachment E). 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the financial report for the month of 

September 2025, motion carried unanimously. 

 

It was announced that the next monthly meeting will be held December 2, 2025 and new and/or 

returning Board members will be sworn in. 

 

Town Clerk, Linda Sheppard was recognized for graduating from the Clerks Certification 

Institute at UNC – School of Government. 

 

It was announced that the Bethel Tree Lighting will be held at the Town Gazebo on Saturday, 

December 6, 2025 at 6pm and the Bethel Christmas Parade will be held Saturday, December 13, 

2025 at 10am. 
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It was also announced that the audit for Fiscal Year 24-25 is due December 31, 2025 and it is 

now completed. Greg Redman will be present at the next Board meeting to present the completed 

audit. 

 

Fire Department 

Fire Chief Lilley gave a report of calls for October 2025 (See Attachment F). 

Fire Chief Lilley reported that all trucks were up and running. There are a few issues with two 

bay door openers. November 22, 2025, starting at 11am, the Fire Department will be selling 

Boston Butts, barbecue by the pound, and barbecue and slaw sandwiches. 

Public Works 

Public Works is completing various projects around Town. 

Town Attorney 

 

No report was given. 

 

Closing Remarks 

 

Interim Town Manager announced that the Library has put out a schedule of events for the month 

of November 2025. 

Mayor Wilson announced the Sweet Potato Drop at the Field of Dreams on November 21, 2025. 

It was also announced that the Bethel Youth Activity Center will be hosting a Veterans Day 

Celebration on November 11, 2025 as well as putting out flags for Veterans Day. 

Mayor Wilson encouraged citizens to visit the Bethel Youth Activity Center. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to go into closed session regarding G.S. – 143-

318.11(a)(6) personnel, the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Blount made a motion to reconvene the regular Town Board meeting at 

6:35pm, the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to allow a 3% COLA raise and 5% 401k match to Interim 

Town Manager retroactive July 1, 2025, the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Blount made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:36pm, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

________________________________  

Mayor, Carl Wilson  

ATTEST:  

 _____________________________________  
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Linda Sheppard, Town Clerk  

_____________________ 

Date 
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