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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

BETHEL TOWN HALL  

April 7, 2026 

Present: Mayor Carl Wilson, Mayor Pro-Tem Camilla Griggs, Commissioner Cassandra Conger, 

Commissioner Elvis Jones, Commissioner Thomas Lilley, Commissioner Fred Whitehurst 

Members of the Board Absent: None 

Staff Present: Interim Town Manager, D. Scott Elliott, Attorney, Keen Lassiter, Clerk, Linda 

Sheppard, and Deputy Clerk, Jalissa Griggs 

Call to Order  

Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:02pm. Mayor Pro Tem Griggs gave the 

invocation. Jim Conger then led the pledge of allegiance. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the proposed agenda, Mayor Pro Tem Griggs 

seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Conger made a motion to approve the minutes from the Regular Monthly 

Meeting on March 3, 2026, Commissioner Lilley seconded the motion, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Public Comments 

Tricia Werkau, citizen of Railroad Street, expressed concerns about the oil/petroleum shortages, 

war, and citizens with food insecurities and pleaded for the community to better band together. 

Presentations 

 

Jim Conger, Chairman of the Bethel Resource Community Center presented the newly created 

Bethel Resource Community Center which previously existed as the Bethel Advocacy Center 

under the umbrella of the Northern Pitt County Improvement Association. The Bethel Resource 

Community Center separated to better serve specifically the Bethel area. 

 

Old Business 

 

Professional Services Agreement – Amendment: Stormwater Utility Rate Study: 

At the Board’s March 3, 2026, meeting, the Stormwater Utility Rate Study was presented, 

discussed, and approved. However, a contract amendment to the Professional Services 

Agreement with Rivers & Associates is now needed to include the Stormwater Utility Rate 

Study. A contract was previously executed to perform the overall AIA (Asset Inventory 

Assessment) Stormwater Study. Cost for this amendment is $40,000. See Attachment A. 



*Note: If Copied, Copy in Color* 2 
 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Griggs made a motion to approve the amendment to the Professional Services 

Agreement with Rivers & Associates to conduct Stormwater Utility Rate Study, Commissioner 

Conger seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Draft Code of Ethics – Revised: 

As presented in the March 3, 2026 meeting, as a result of attending the recent Essentials of 

Municipal Government training put on by the NCLM and the UNC School of Government, it 

was realized that a code of ethics for the Town Board needed to be drafted as required by North 

Carolina General Statute (NCGS 160-A-86). The proposed language is closely modeled after 

language used by the City of Clinton, NC. It was determined that language from the model Code 

of Ethics from Clinton, NC as posted online was missing portions of the adopted language. 

Section 5 now incorporates four additional paragraphs that makes the section read clearer (See 

Attachment B). 

 

Town Attorney, Keen Lassiter recommended the Code of Ethics be adopted as a policy. 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst made a motion to adopt the revised Code of Ethics as a policy, 

Commissioner Lilley seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

New Business 

 

Amendment to Bethel’s Code of Ordinances (Chapter 151: Planning): 

Revisions are needed to the Town’s Code of Ordinances (previously discussed in the Board’s 

February 3, 2026 meeting) in order to move forward with a separately appointed Planning Board. 

Attachment C are the revisions requested. It was noted that ETJ (extraterritorial jurisdiction) 

members are required by state statute to be appointed by Pitt County Board of Commissioners. 

Members can be suggested by the Town of Bethel Board of Commissioners via a letter from the 

Mayor to Pitt County Board of Commissioners. Attachment D is a Town of Bethel Planning 

Board Application. 

 

It was noted that although the Planning Board will have authority to do certain duties, these 

duties are not mandatory or automatically given to the Planning Board. 

 

Commissioner Conger made a motion to approve the amendment to the Town’s Code of 

Ordinances (Chapter 151: Planning) and post accepting applications, Mayor Pro Tem Griggs 

seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Budget/Financial Matters (Attachment E): 

Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment #13 – The proposed budget amendment 

moves $2,000 from Utilities (Administration) to Utilities (Library) budget.  
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Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment #14 – The proposed budget amendment 

moves $2,000 from Utilities (Administration) to Tax Collection Fees budget. 

 

Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment #15 – The proposed budget amendment 

moves $2,000 from the Contingency to Governing Board Travel budget. 

 

Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment #16 – The proposed budget amendment 

moves $40,000 from Fund Balance to fund the Stormwater Utility Rate Study budget. 

 

Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment #17 – The proposed budget amendment 

moves and adjusts funding with the SCIF (State Capital Infrastructure Fund) grant budget. 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst made a motion to approve Budget Amendments #13, #14, #15, #16, 

and #17, Commissioner Conger seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Record Retention Schedule: 

Town Clerk, Linda Sheppard presented that according to NCGS and the NC Department of 

Natural and Cultural Resources, it is required that the Town Board approves any records that are 

no longer necessary to keep. Attachment F is a Destruction Log of dates and types of records that 

are eligible to be destroyed. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve properly destroying documents by shredding 

according to the submitted Destruction Log, Mayor Pro Tem Griggs seconded the motion, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Departmental Reports 

 

Interim Town Manager: 

The Interim Town Manager gave the financial report for the month of February 2026 (See 

Attachment G). 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the financial report for the month of February 

2026, Commissioner Conger seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

The Interim Town Manager gave the Public Safety Report for the month of February 2026 (See 

Attachment H). 

 

It was announced that the next monthly meeting will be held May 5, 2026. 

 

It was announced that there will be a Pitt Stop “Stakeholders Meeting” for the Mural Project on 

April 10, 2026 from 5:30pm-6:30pm. 

 

Tax Parcels 9216 and 29604 were upset in the bid process. The upset bid process will continue. 
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A Special Called Meeting was proposed for May 12, 2026 for a follow-up of the Stormwater 

Drainage discussion and to present the draft proposed budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 26-27. 

 

Fire Department 

Bathroom renovations should be completed the week of April 6th, 2026. Fire Chief Lilley gave a 

report (Attachment I) for March 2026. He added that Truck 2106 has a broken window. He noted 

that hose testing is complete and pump testing is next. Department of Transportation (DOT) 

inspections and oil changes will occur after July 1, 2026. 

Public Works 

Interim Town Manager presented that Public Works has completed the Pinelawn and Bethel 

cemetery cleaning. 

Interim Town Manager stated that the Smith Street Park playground equipment installation has 

been completed and is operational. The old playground equipment has been moved to Field of 

Dreams but requires new borders and playground mulch. 

Interim Town Manager presented that the electricity at Field of Dreams required some work to be 

functional for the Easter Parade on April 4, 2026 and any events going forward. 

Town Attorney 

Town Attorney, Keen Lassiter, presented a report on the donation of three parcels of land 

adjacent to Smith Street Park. The tax parcels are 15318, 15320, and 33937 with a combined 

acreage (.23+.13+.06) of .42 acres. His office has prepared a draft deed for the donation, and it 

has been approved by the seller’s representative. His office has asked for all of the owner’s 

names according to their drivers’ license and is awaiting a response from the seller’s 

representative. Mr. Lassiter will bring the deed back at a future meeting for approval by the 

Board. 

 

Closing Remarks 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:52pm, Mayor Pro Tem Griggs 

seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

________________________________  

Mayor, Carl Wilson  

ATTEST:  

 

_____________________________________  

Linda Sheppard, Town Clerk  

_____________________ 

Date 
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