
1 
 

 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

BETHEL TOWN HALL  

August 4, 2026 

Present: Mayor Carl Wilson, Mayor Pro-Tem Camilla Griggs, Commissioner Cassandra Conger, 

Commissioner Elvis Jones, Commissioner Thomas Lilley, Commissioner Fred Whitehurst 

Members of the Board Absent: None 

Staff Present: Interim Town Manager, D. Scott Elliott, Attorney, Keen Lassiter, and Clerk, Linda 

Sheppard 

Call to Order  

Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:16pm. Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs gave the 

invocation. Andreea Cabrera then led the pledge of allegiance. 

It is noted that one item was added to the agenda: 1) Report on the public auction for Tax Parcels 

9216 and 29604. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the proposed agenda with the added item, 

Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the minutes from the Regular Monthly 

Meeting on June 2, 2026, Commissioner Conger seconded the motion, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the minutes from the Special Called Meeting 

on June 29, 2026, Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Public Comments 

Chad Brown of Nelson Street expressed concerns about speeding along Nelson Street and 

suggested the installation of a four-way stop to help improve traffic safety. 

 

Charles Earl Harris Jr. expressed concerns regarding the Town's restrictions on operating all-

terrain vehicles (ATVs), commonly referred to as "gators." He stated that he uses his vehicle for 

weed spraying purposes and would like consideration given to that use. 

 

Public Auction Report 

Interim Town Manager, Scott Elliott provided the following report concerning an auction of two 

properties in Bethel. This occurred at 6:00pm on August 4, 2026, prior to the start of the regular 

Town Board meeting. 
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1. Mayor Wilson called the Public Auction to order at 6:05pm. Tax Parcel 9216 (0.08 acres) 

and Tax Parcel 29604 (0.05 acres), located off W. Church Street and Barnhill Street, were 

offered for sale by auction. The Town elected to use the auction process because previous 

upset bidding methods resulted in significant advertising costs. Attorney Keen Lassiter 

provided background information, noting that at the June 2, 2026, regular monthly 

meeting, the Board approved a resolution authorizing a public auction and the 

accompanying public notice for the sale of Town property. He explained that both parcels 

have been declared surplus to the Town's needs. The general statutory notice requirement 

was satisfied through the Daily Reflector (the local newspaper) as an advertisement 

published on July 2, 2026. 

2. Attorney Lassiter further stated that the successful bidder must provide a deposit equal to 

5% of the bid amount at the time of the public auction. The Town will hold the deposit 

until the Board either accepts or rejects the highest bid. Upon acceptance of the bid by the 

Board, the closing must occur within 45 days of the sale and at that time, the remaining 

payment will be due, if not, the deposit will be forfeited. Conveyance of the property will 

be a non-warranty deed, and the buyer will be responsible for obtaining a lawyer to 

complete this process at their expense. 

3. Tax Parcel 9216 (0.08 acres) auctioned first, starting at $770. The auction ended at $1400 

to Freddie Rambert Jr. 

4. Next, Tax Parcel 29604 (0.05 acres) auctioned, starting at $550. The auction ended at 

$625 to Geraldine Dixon-Brown. 

5. Freddie Rambert Jr. was the highest bidder of $1400 for Tax Parcel 9216 and has a bid 

deposit of $70. Geraldine Dixon-Brown was the highest bidder of $625 for Tax Parcel 

29604 and has a bid deposit of $31.25.  

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs made a motion to accept Freddie Rambert Jr.’s bid for $1400 on Tax 

Parcel 9216, Commissioner Lilley seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to accept Geraldine Dixon-Browm’s bid for $625 on Tax 

Parcel 29604, Commissioner Conger seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Ben Jones with Faltor Consulting described the 2026 CDBG Neighborhood Revitalization Grant  

project and how the funding could assist the town’s revitalization needs if funded (See 

Attachment A). He explained that the Town was awarded this grant in 2025. 

 

Interim Town Manager asked Ben Jones to explain the term "LMI." Mr. Jones stated that LMI 

stands for Low-to-Moderate Income and explained that eligibility is determined using income 

guidelines established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) on a 

sliding scale. 

 



3 
 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst asked when the 2025 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

project would begin. Mr. Jones responded that the funding request has been submitted; however, 

the North Carolina Department of Commerce has not yet released the funds. 

 

Commissioner Jones asked whether applicants designated as alternates during the 2025 CDBG 

project would be given first consideration. Mr. Jones responded that this would not necessarily 

be the case, as the Housing Committee will review and determine applicant priority. 

 

Interim Town Manager asked whether applicants from the 2025 CDBG project would be re-

evaluated to ensure they still meet program eligibility requirements. Mr. Jones stated that he 

could verify eligibility again after applicants have been selected. 

 

Interim Town Manager noted that it is possible for the Town of Bethel to apply for additional 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for the current grant if other 

municipalities that were awarded funds do not expend their full allocations. 

 

Commissioner Lilley asked whether the funds would be disbursed by the State in a lump sum or 

in increments. Mr. Jones responded that there were options and funds could be distributed on a 

reimbursement basis or through periodic requisition requests. 

 

Commissioner Lilley also asked whether all houses included in the project would be constructed 

simultaneously. Mr. Jones stated that construction is expected to proceed concurrently, pending 

any delays. He noted that issues such as unresolved title matters could affect the timeline for 

individual properties. 

 

Commissioner Jones asked about the composition of the Housing Committee. The Interim Town 

Manager stated that the current committee consists of Mayor Wilson, Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs 

(prior to her appointment to the Board), Margaret Highsmith, and himself. He added that 

expanding the committee is an option should the Board wish to do so. 

 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing. 

 

Dorothy Roberson asked if the grant was for inside or outside city limits. Interim Town Manager 

stated that it was for the citizens inside the Town of Bethel. Mr. Jones noted that Pitt County has 

similar grants that would apply to all of Pitt County residents. 

 

Mary Hall would like to be considered as a member for the Housing Committee. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to close the public hearing, Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs 

seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing. 
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Presentations 

 

Strategic Economic Development Plan: 

At the Board’s June 2, 2026 meeting, the Board approved an MOU (Memorandum of 

Understanding) and Resolution (Attachment B) for the development of a Strategic Economic 

Development Plan for Bethel. Sharon Smith with the NC Department of Commerce – Rural 

Economic Development Division Main Street and Rural Planning Center made a presentation 

surrounding the process of developing the strategic plan (See Attachment C). Mrs. Smith noted 

that the Town will form an appointed committee to gather and provide input and feedback. 

 

Old Business 

 

Consideration of Planning Board Member Applicants: 

This matter was deferred from the Board’s June 2, 2026, meeting due to the absence of a 

Commissioner. 

 

On April 7, 2026, the Board approved amendments to Chapter 151: Planning of the Town’s 

Code of Ordinances (See Attachment D). Under the amended provisions of Chapter 151, the 

Planning Board is to consist of seven members. Five members must be residents of the Town of 

Bethel, while two members must represent the Town’s Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ). The 

ETJ representatives are appointed by the Pitt County Board of Commissioners. On April 9, 2026, 

staff posted a public notice seeking applications from individuals interested in serving on the 

Town of Bethel’s newly established Planning Board. The application period concluded on May 

18, 2026. 

 

The following is a list of Bethel residents as applicants who previously applied (in alphabetical 

order): 

Ferrell Blount 

Jennifer Brown 

April Bullock 

Barbara Bynum 

Andrea Andrews Cabrera 

Izora Ebron 

Trudy W. Gulley 

Cathy Lee Jones 

Haylie Mathis 

Susie J. Moore 

Ken Stuart Perry 

James Mitchell Stalls 

Robert Young 

 

The following is a Bethel ETJ (Extra Territorial Jurisdiction) area resident that was submitted: 

Kevin Adams 
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It was further noted that two additional people submitted applications after the initial deadline to 

be considered: 

 

• Sylvester Zigah applied on 6-3-26 after the Board’s 6-2-26 meeting. He would be an in-

town resident of Bethel (Attachment E). 

 

• Otis Cox applied on 6-3-26 after the Board’s 6-2-26 meeting. He would be an ETJ 

applicant (Attachment F). 

 

It was stated that each Commissioner would nominate one applicant, and the Board would then 

vote either in favor of or against each nominee. 

 

Commissioner Jones nominated Cathy Jones – nomination passed unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst nominated Ferrell Blount – nomination passed vote four to one 

(Commissioner Conger, Commissioner Lilley, Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs, Commissioner 

Whitehurst were for the nomination, Commissioner Jones was against the nomination). 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs nominated Izora Ebron – nomination passed unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Lilley nominated Robert Young – nomination failed vote two to three (Mayor 

Pro-Tem Griggs, Commissioner Whitehurst, and Commissioner Jones were against the 

nomination. Commissioner Conger, Commissioner Lilley were for the nomination). 

 

Commissioner Conger nominated Andrea Cabrera – nomination passed unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Jones nominated Haylie Mathis – nomination failed vote one to four 

(Commissioner Conger, Commissioner Lilley, Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs, Commissioner 

Whitehurst were against the nomination. Commissioner Jones was for the nomination). 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst nominated Stuart Perry – nomination passed vote four to one 

(Commissioner Conger, Commissioner Lilley, Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs, and Commissioner 

Whitehurst were for the nomination. Commissioner Jones was against the nomination). 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst nominated Kevin Adams and Otis Cox for ETJ Board members – 

nomination passed unanimously. 

 

New Business 

 

Contract for Law Enforcement Services: 

The Pitt County Sheriff’s Office has presented the Town with a contract to renew law 

enforcement services being delivered within the Town. The Town and Sheriff’s Office entered 
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the first contract from January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024 (base hourly rate of $42.50 

plus $2.96 hour fuel surcharge). This contract was then replaced with the second contract with a 

service period of June 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025 (base hourly rate of $47.00 per hour plus 

$2.96 hour fuel surcharge). The third contract was a renewal of the second with no increase in 

price. Service period was July 1, 2025 through August 31, 2025 with automatic renewals 

occurring every two months. 

 

The fourth proposed contract (Attachment G) is a term of July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027 

($47.00 base hourly rate and $3.75 hourly fuel surcharge). Funds are budgeted in the FY 26-27 

budget to cover this contractual cost for law enforcement services. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve law enforcement contract with the Pitt County 

Sheriff’s Office, Commissioner Conger seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Town of Bethel – Fee Schedule Modification: 

The Town of Bethel has historically had a motor vehicle fee of $5.00. This fee raises ~$4,000 

that is included in the Town’s revenues. This fee is collected via NCDMV each year as motor 

vehicles go up for registration renewal. DMV then passes this fee and personal property tax on 

the vehicle to Pitt County who then transmits both the fees and taxes to each municipality.  

 

This fee should have been listed in the Budget Ordinance for FY 26-27. In light of that not 

occurring, it was recommended that the Town amend its Fee Schedule and add this. 

 

Commissioner Jones made a motion to amend fee schedule and add the existing motor vehicle 

fee of $5.00, Commissioner Lilley seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Interlocal Agreement Between Town of Bethel and Pitt County- Flood Damage Prevention 

Ordinance: 

The Pitt County Planning Department has served as the Town’s administrator for the Bethel 

Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance (FDPO) since January 2004. Recently, the Town adopted 

an updated FDPO on October 7, 2025. With this update, a new Interlocal Agreement needs to be 

executed with Pitt County for them to continue as the Town’s administrator for this ordinance 

(Attachment H) This function continues to be performed at no cost to the Town. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement between the Town of 

Bethel and Pitt County for the administration of Bethel’s Flood Damage Prevention 

Ordinance, Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

GFL Garbage Container Pick-up: 

GFL is under contract with the Town to pick up garbage via their bins and trucks. The Town is 

then billed $9.93/month per pick-up. Annualized per customer, this would be $119.16. The total 

annual cost of the GFL contract as paid by the Town is ~$73,000.  
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Recently, the Town has become aware that GFL also picks up non-residential garbage at the 

same time they pick-up residential. Also, some locations have multiple containers that are being 

picked up. Each container emptied is a billable event by GFL.  

 

Based on this, several points were raised:  

 

1)The Town only captures revenue for residential garbage collection via the annual tax bill sent 

out by Pitt County. There is a $168.00 fee that is collected for this service. It is noted that the 

difference between $168.00 and $119.16 is $48.84. This difference can be attributed to the 

additional cost the Town incurs for yard waste collection under a separate contract.  

 

2) If a location has multiple green GFL trash bins, should the property owner be billed annually 

by the Town for the additional cost of each container? 

 

3) If a property is deemed to be non-residential (and thus not paying the $168.00 fee), should 

service be discontinued or the property owner billed annually by the Town for the Service? 

 

Commissioner Conger made a motion that if a location has multiple GFL trash bins, the 

property owner should be billed annually by the Town for the additional cost of each container 

and if a property is deemed to be non-residential the property owner should be billed annually 

by the Town for the service, Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Selection of Firm for Professional Engineering Services: 

The Town posted an RFQ (Request for Qualifications) to identify engineering firms who would 

like to be considered in the selection process to provide Professional Engineering Services. By 

having a firm vetted through this process, the Town will not have to release an RFQ each time it 

wishes to employ the services of a firm. This will become a service on a “as needed basis”. 

 

Attachment I is a copy of the RFQ published by the Town. In response to the RFQ, the Town 

received one submission from Rivers & Associates, Inc. Attachment J is a copy of the firm's 

qualifications package submitted in response to the RFQ. Attachment K is a copy of the Master 

Service Agreement that is being proposed by Rivers & Associates. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to consider selecting Rivers & Associates to be the Town’s 

consulting Professional Engineering Firm and awarding a Master Service Agreement to 

Rivers & Associates, Inc. for Professional Engineering Services for the Town of Bethel, 

Commissioner Whitehurst seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously.  

 

Road Closure Approval – Andrews St.: 

On August 22, 2026 from 9:00am – 3:00pm there will be a “Show & Shine” event in Bethel 

(Attachment L). This event would like to have Andrews St. closed for the day to accommodate 

the event. 
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Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs made a motion to close Andrews St. between Main St. and James St., 

Commissioner Lilley seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Budget/Financial Matters (Attachment M): 

Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment #2 – The proposed budget amendment 

appropriates out of fund balance $1,200 that was given to the Town in last fiscal year (June) for 

the Senior Center. The money was given by Bethel Lodge 589 (Masonic) to be used for building 

maintenance at the Senior Center. 

 

Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment #3 – The proposed budget amendment 

accounts for the Fire Department’s 50-50 grant from the North Carolina – Office of State Fire 

Marshall (NC-OSFM) as previously approved and submitted last fiscal year. Total amount is 

$76,049.87 ($38,025 grant and $38,025 match). 

 

Commissioner Conger made a motion to approve Budget Amendments #2, Mayor Pro-Tem 

Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve Budget Amendments #3, Mayor Pro-Tem 

Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Departmental Reports 

 

Interim Town Manager: 

The Interim Town Manager gave the Public Safety Report for the month of May and June 2026 

(See Attachment N). 

 

Interim Town Manager also gave the financial report for May and June 2026 (Attachment O). 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs made a motion to approve the financial report for May and June 2026, 

Commissioner Conger seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously. 

 

It was announced that the next meeting will be held September 1, 2026. 

 

It was announced that the Town of Bethel became a member of the North Carolina 

Chamber/Greater Greenville Chamber to enhance its engagement with the local and statewide 

business community. The primary purpose was to make the Town eligible to and to gain access 

to a municipal health insurance program offering reduced insurance costs for employees. 

 

The Pitt Stop Mural Dedication will be held on August 7, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. If weather 

conditions prevent the event from being held on that date, it will be rescheduled for August 14, 

2026 (Attachment P). 
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It was announced that Congressman Greg Murphy will be visiting Bethel on Wednesday, August 

5, 2026 from 3:30pm to 5:00pn for a Meet and Greet. 

 

It was also announced that the Town Hall renovation project is nearing completion. 

Improvements included the replacement of windows throughout the building, with the original 

windows now being offered for sale. In addition, a dedicated space for the Pitt County Sheriff's 

Office to use for intermittent use while deputies are in town on patrol. This area includes a 

bathroom, kitchenette, and open office workspace that can be utilized by both Sheriff's Office 

personnel and Town staff. 

Fire Department 

Fire Chief Lilley gave a report for the month of June and July 2026 (See Attachment Q). 

Public Works 

Public Works continues to make improvements throughout Town by painting curbs, mowing 

grass, and cleaning properties. Paving at Smith Street Park is expected to begin soon, pending 

weather conditions. 

Town Attorney 

No report was given. 

Closing Remarks 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs made a motion to recess the Town Board meeting at 8:03pm as well as 

convene the Closed Session Meeting at 8:03pm, Commissioner Lilley seconded the motion, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to come out of the Closed Session at 8:24pm as well as 

reconvene the Town Board meeting at 8:24pm, Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs seconded the motion, 

the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25pm, Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs 

seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

________________________________  

Mayor, Carl Wilson  

ATTEST:  

 

_____________________________________  

Linda Sheppard, Town Clerk  

_____________________ 

Date 
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