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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING  

BETHEL TOWN HALL  

January 6, 2026 

Present: Mayor Carl Wilson, Mayor Pro-Temp Camilla Griggs, Commissioner Cassandra 

Conger, Commissioner Elvis Jones, Commissioner Thomas Lilley, Commissioner Fred 

Whitehurst 

Members of the Board Absent: None 

Staff Present: Interim Town Manager, D. Scott Elliott, Attorney, Keen Lassiter, CPA, Beverly 

Stroud, Clerk, Linda Sheppard, and Deputy Clerk, Jalissa Griggs 

Call to Order  

Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M. Mayor Pro Temp Griggs gave the 

invocation. Bethel School student, Khali Bennett then led the pledge of allegiance. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the proposed agenda, Commissioner Jones 

seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Whitehurst made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular monthly 

meeting on December 2, 2025, Mayor Pro Temp Griggs seconded the motion, the motion 

carried unanimously. 

Public Comments 

Mary Hall, a citizen of Bethel, mentioned that a dog killed three (3) cats on December 24, 2025 

and that the Pitt Area Transit System (PATS) van is unable to transport her son home from work. 

Rudy Mareno, Deborah Mareno, and Kelsey Mareno, owners of DaNite Restaurant announced 

the restaurant’s opening on Thursday, January 8, 2026 with hours from 6am to 2pm. 

Tricia Werkau, a citizen of Bethel, stated that she would like transparency from the new Board, a 

solution for the feral cats, and progress on Smith Street Park. 

Presentations 

 

Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Audit Presentation: 

Due to the Town of Bethel’s FY 24-25 audit being complete and submitted and approved by the 

LGC (Local Government Commission), Greg T. Redman, CPA appeared before the Board to 

make his firm’s audit presentation. 

 

Mr. Redman reported the following (Attachment A): 
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Page 1: Auditor’s report was issued as unmodified. There were no findings. 

 

Page 13: Balance sheet of general fund, grants, and various projects. There is $2,500,000 in 

unrestricted fund balance. Local Government Commission requires 78% of fund balance to be 

unrestricted and Bethel has 126% in unrestricted fund balance. 

 

Page 15: Revenue expenses. Total revenues were $1,500,000. Total expenses were $1,900,000. 

American Rescue Plan Act funds of $343,000 was transferred in and out. The general fund, fund 

balance decreased by $500,000 due to planned street paving and park expenditures. State Capital 

Infrastructure Fund expenditures were $76,000 and Smith Street Park expenditures were 

$28,000. 

 

Page 17: General Fund comparison to budget. The budget did not overspend. 

 

Page 38: Debt. Loan for fire truck with a balance of $119,000 as of June 30, 2025. 

 

Pages 44-46: General Fund. Revenues and expenses received from each department. 

 

Page 47: American Rescue Plan Act. The Town received $513,000 and has expended all of it. 

 

Page 48: State Capital Infrastructure Fund. The Town received $500,000 and has expended 

$343,000 with $156,000 remaining. 

 

Pages 49-50: Structure demolition and Smith Street Park project revenues and expenditures. 

 

Page 52: Property tax collected. $532,000 collected with a 97% collection rate. 

 

Page 53: Compliance Report for grants and projects. No findings. 

 

Page 54: Two findings from last fiscal year audit have been corrected. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to accept the audit submitted by Gregory T. Redman for 

fiscal year end 2024-2025, Mayor Pro Temp Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

Old Business 

 

Reaffirm Selection of Mayor Pro Temp: 

At the Board’s December 2, 2025 meeting, the voting process to officially select the Mayor Pro 

Temp was not fully completed. Commissioner Camilla Griggs was nominated. The Board voted 

to close the nomination but not to actually select the Mayor Pro Temp. 
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Commissioner Lilley made a motion to officially vote to select Camilla Griggs as the Town of 

Bethel’s Mayor Pro Temp, Commissioner Conger seconded the motion, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

New Business 

 

Smith Street Park – Playground Equipment, Picnic Shelters, etc.: 

Bethel is ready to approve a bid for the purchase and installation of infrastructure at Smith Street 

Park. Barrs Recreation, who is a Sourcewell vetted vendor has provided a quote for the needed 

equipment. The primary equipment supplier is a company called Burke.  

 

The Smith Street Park plan was developed by Rivers & Associates and approved by the Town 

Board of Commissioners on February 4, 2025. The proposed equipment is in line with the master 

plan. 

 

It was noted that the proposed equipment was reviewed by the Smith Street Park review team. 

The team consisted of Scott Elliott, Kelsi Dew, Mayor Wilson, and Mayor Pro Temp Griggs. 

 

Attachment B is a summary sheet, the Smith Street Park plan, the quote/estimate from Barrs 

Recreation, and the Barrs Sales Contract. This totals $340,285.32 (net of sales tax). 

 

Ashley Barrs of Barrs Recreation announced that the proposed equipment included: three (3) 

picnic shelters with metal roofs and concrete pads, ADA access for shelters and playground 

equipment, playground equipment for ages 2-5 and separate equipment for ages 5-12, and fitness 

stations with boarders and surfacing. Interim Town Manager added that park benches for Smith 

Street Park were donated by ECU Health and the Health Department and that the plan is to move 

the existing playground structure from Smith Street Park to Field of Dreams. The Town is 

currently receiving bids to pave the existing walking trail to a width of eight (8) feet wide. Mrs. 

Barr announced that her equipment could be installed in four (4) weeks. 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst made a motion to approve playground equipment bid with Barrs 

Recreation in the amount of $364,105.29 and execute the sales contract with Barrs 

Recreation, Mayor Pro Temp Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Budget/Financial Matters: 

Interim Town Manager presented Budget Amendment - #7 (Attachment C). The budget 

amendment moves $2,000 in the Recreation budget from Repairs & Maintenance to Supplies. 

 

Commissioner Conger made a motion to approve Budget Amendment - #7, Commissioner 

Lilley seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mid-East Commission – Contract Amendment #1: 
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The Town of Bethel is under contract with the Mid-East Commission to provide planning and 

technical assistance regarding the Town’s Code of Ordinances. The Mid-East Commission is in 

the process of updating the Code of Ordinances to make sure it is compliant with current North 

Carolina General Statutes. A six-month extension from the original agreement is needed since 

this project is on-going (Attachment D). 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve a six-month extension to Mid-East 

Commission Agreement, Mayor Pro Temp Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Departmental Reports 

 

Interim Town Manager: 

Interim Town Manager referenced the public safety report for the month of November 2025 from 

information provided to the Town of Bethel from the Sheriff’s Office (See Attachment E).  

 

The Interim Town Manager gave the financial report for the month of November 2025 (See 

Attachment F). 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the financial report for the month of 

November 2025, Commissioner Conger seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

It was announced that the next monthly meeting will be held February 3, 2026. 

 

It was announced that the Bethel Planning Board Meeting will be held, January 13, 2026, at 

6:00pm at the Bethel Fire Station and the Bethel Stormwater Workshop will be held January 13, 

2026, at 6:30pm at the Bethel Fire Station. 

 

It was announced that there is an Essentials of Municipal Government class being offered in 

Rocky Mount, NC February 12-13, 2026, for all newly elected officials. The registration fee will 

be paid by the Town. 

 

It was announced that the Town was awarded $950,000 in Community Development Block 

Grant – Neighborhood Revitalization grant funds. 

 

 

Fire Department 

Fire Chief Lilley gave a report of seventeen (17) calls for December 2025. 

Fire Chief Lilley reported that truck 2106 brake problem has been fixed. 

It was announced that the new truck specifications will arrive soon. 
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It was announced that the 50-50 Grant application opened January 2, 2026, and will close on 

March 15, 2026. Interim Town Manager suggested this item be brought back at the February 3, 

2026, meeting. 

 

Public Works 

It was reported that Public Works is completing various projects around Town. 

 

Town Attorney 

It was announced that the title work and title exams for the donation of land adjacent to Smith 

Street Park (three parcels) will have an update at the February 3, 2026, meeting. 

 

Closing Remarks 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:10pm, Mayor Pro Temp 

Griggs seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

________________________________  

Mayor, Carl Wilson  

ATTEST:  

 _____________________________________  

Linda Sheppard, Town Clerk  

_____________________ 

Date 
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