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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING  

BETHEL TOWN HALL  

June 3, 2025 

Present: Mayor Carl Wilson, Mayor Pro-Temp Barbara Bynum, Commissioner Ferrell Blount, 

Commissioner Thomas Lilley, Commissioner Tina Staton, and Commissioner Fred Whitehurst 

Members of the Board Absent: None 

Staff Present: Interim Town Manager, D. Scott Elliott, Attorney, Keen Lassiter, Clerk, Linda 

Sheppard, and Deputy Clerk, Jalissa Griggs 

Call to Order  

Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:42 P.M. following the Bethel Board of 

Adjustment Meeting. Mayor Pro Temp Bynum gave the invocation.  

Mayor Wilson then led the pledge of allegiance. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the proposed agenda, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular monthly meeting on 

April 1, 2025, the motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Staton made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular monthly meeting on 

May 6, 2025, the motion carried unanimously. 

Public Comments 

Frederic Whitehurst, a citizen of Bethel and Bethel Fire Commissioner, expressed plans for a 

chart to be posted of the Fire Department’s activities throughout the Town. This will document 

and be posted for everyone to view. Mr. Whitehurst stated that public forums should be 

encouraged. He stated he felt like it was a way for Commissioners to move forward. He also 

expressed his thoughts that Facebook comments should be invited and welcomed because it 

would make Commissioners more effective.  

Public Hearing 

 

Interim Town Manager presented a PowerPoint of the proposed budget for the Fiscal Year 2025-

2026) (See Attachment A). 

Interim Town Manager presented the proposed Budget Ordinance (See Attachment B). 

Interim Town Manager presented the proposed fee schedule (See Attachment C). 
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Interim Town Manager presented a line-item detail Budget Worksheet from the Town’s financial 

software FMS (See Attachment D). 

Interim Town Manager presented a transmittal letter regarding the budget (See Attachment E). 

A Public Hearing was held to receive public input regarding the proposed Fiscal Year 2025-2026 

operating budget. Mayor opened the Public Hearing. 

 

Trisha Werchaw, a Citizen of Bethel, asked if there was a fund allotted for unanticipated needs. 

Interim Town Manager stated that there is fund balance which is utilized as a savings account. 

 

Mayor closed the public hearing. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to adopt the Fiscal Year 25-26 Budget Ordinance 

effective July 1, 2025, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to adopt the Fee Schedule effective July 1, 2025, motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Presentations 

 

Mary Perkins Williams, Vice-Chair Pitt County Commissioner (District 2) gave a presentation 

on the Pitt County Fire Services study and presented property tax data for three fiscal years. The 

Chairman of the Pitt County Board of Commissioners, Benji Holloman, was acknowledged as 

being in attendance. 

 

New Business 

 

Interim Town Manager presented a contract renewal for the provision of law enforcement 

services provided by the Pitt County Sheriff’s Office. This will extend the existing contract by 

two months (See Attachment F). Once the County determines any cost increases due to the 

County’s budget adoption, the agreement will then be revised and brought back with an effective 

end date of June 30, 2026. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the two-month contract renewal between the 

Pitt County Sheriff’s Office and the Town of Bethel for law enforcement services, motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Interim Town Manager presented an End of Year budget adjustment: 

• Budget Amendment #16 (See Attachment G) 

 

This was discussed and prepared by the Town’s outside financial consultant, Beverly Stroud, 

CPA. 
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Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve Budget Amendment 16, motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Interim Town Manager presented an Asset Capitalization Policy recommended by the Town’s 

outside financial consultant, Beverly Stroud. The policy establishes procedures for keeping an 

inventory of fixed assets owned by the Town (See Attachment H). 

 

Commissioner Blount made a motion to approve the Asset Capitalization Policy, motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Interim Town Manager presented three bids received by the Bethel Fire Department to perform 

renovations to its two bathrooms (male & female). The proposed work would create a shower for 

firemen to use as needed when coming back from calls. Once completed, you would have two 

unisex bathrooms. One bathroom would be larger including a new shower and the smaller one 

with no shower. 

 

The following three bids were received by the Fire Department to perform the needed work: 

 

Entity Cost 

Scott’s Home Improvement Services $13,000 

Rauhl Contracting $15,000 

G&L Painting $24,500 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve bid of Scott’s Home Improvement Services to 

perform the work in the amount of $13,000, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Interim Town Manager presented a resolution in support of the Pitt County Mega Site Project 

(See Attachment I).  

 

Commissioner Blount made a motion to adopt the resolution in support of Pitt County Mega 

Site Project, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Departmental Reports 

 

Interim Town Manager made the public safety report for the month of April 2025 from 

information provided by the Town of Bethel and the Sheriff’s Office (Attachment J).  

 

Interim Town Manager has initiated the USDA – Rural development fire truck loan process 

following the May 13, 2025 special called meeting. After USDA review of the Town’s 

financials, it has been determined that the Town does not qualify for “distressed community” 

funding through USDA. The possibility to acquire a USDA loan at 4.250% is off the table. A 

pre-application conference call has been arranged with the North Carolina Local Government 
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Commission (LGC) for June 2025. This is to discuss the Town’s process to seek a $150,000 loan 

for the intent to apply for financing for a fire truck. 

 

Interim Town Manager announced the ribbon cutting/re-opening of the Margaret Little Blount 

Memorial Library will be held June 28, 2025 from 11:30am-2:00pm. 

 

Interim Town Manager announced the Bethel fireworks display for July 1, 2025 sponsored by 

United Providers of Health (UPOH). GFL Environmental will co-sponsor the event.  

 

Interim Town Manager asked if the Board would like to cancel the July 1, 2025 meeting due to 

fireworks and traditions in times past. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to cancel the July 1, 2025 Board of Commissioners 

meeting, motion carried unanimously.  

 

Interim Town Manager gave the financial report for the month of April 2025 (See Attachment 

K). 

 

Commissioner Staton made a motion to approve the financial report for the month of April 

2025, motion carried unanimously. 

 

It was announced that the next monthly meeting will be held August 5, 2025. 

 

Fire Department 

Fire Chief Lilley gave a report of calls for May 2025 (See Attachment L). Fire Chief Lilley 

reported that the Fire Department has 15 pump operators now. The motor for Engine #2102 was 

received and awaiting installation. The tow away of the old fire truck was unsuccessful and 

awaiting rescheduling. Fire Chief Lilley announced that the Fire Department will be installing 

free smoke detectors on June 7, 2025 starting at 9:00am. Recipients of the 10-year smoke 

detector at the last installation are not eligible. 

Town Attorney 

No report was given. 

Commissioner Staton announced she is planning a Harvest Festival 2025. 

Mayor Wilson announced the Summer Feeding Program at Bethel School starting June 17, 2025. 

Mayor Wilson announced the Night of Arts at Bethel School on June 4, 2025 and Field Day at 

Bethel School on June 5, 2025. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 pm, the motion carried 

unanimously. 
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________________________________  

Mayor, Carl Wilson  

ATTEST:  

  

____________________________________  

Linda Sheppard, Town Clerk  

 

 

 

 

_____________________ 

Date 
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