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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING  

BETHEL TOWN HALL  

September 2, 2025 

Present: Mayor Carl Wilson, Mayor Pro-Temp Barbara Bynum, Commissioner Ferrell Blount, 

Commissioner Thomas Lilley, Commissioner Tina Staton, and Commissioner Fred Whitehurst 

Members of the Board Absent: None 

Staff Present: Interim Town Manager, D. Scott Elliott, Attorney, Keen Lassiter, Clerk, Linda 

Sheppard, and Deputy Clerk, Jalissa Griggs 

Call to Order  

Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. Mayor Pro Temp Bynum gave the 

invocation.  

Third grade student, Easton Everette of Bethel School then led the pledge of allegiance. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the proposed agenda, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Commissioner Staton made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular monthly 

meeting on August 5, 2025, the motion carried unanimously. 

Public Comments 

Linda Wall, a citizen of Bethel, expressed her concerns of the outside appearance of 7459 Main 

St. 

Shami Sahar Al as known as Alex, owner of 7459 Main St. expressed that the outside appearance 

as well as the exterior lights at 7459 Main St. is being addressed. 

Commissioner Lilley asked if the parking lot at 7459 Main St. belonged to Shami Sahar Al or the 

Bethel Baptist Church and the ownership of the parking lot is unknown at this time. 

Public Hearing 

 

Ben Jones with Faltor Consulting described the 2025 Community Development Block Grant 

Neighborhood Revitalization (CDBG-NR) project and how the funding could assist the town’s 

revitalization needs if funded. 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst asked Ben Jones to explain the meaning of alternate applicants. 

Alternate applicants would be considered if there was an issue with one of the primary applicant 

selections.  Issues could include the primary applicant deciding not to participate, third party 
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income verification disqualifies the applicant, etc. If no alternates are submitted with the 

application, a program amendment would be a lengthy process. 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst asked for clarity on tearing down the home instead of fixing it. Ben 

Jones responded that there is an option for revitalization, however, typically there are enough 

houses that need reconstruction first. 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst asked for clarity on what kind of homes would be built. Reconstructed 

homes will be stick built via contractors selected through an advertised bidding process. 

  

Commissioner Whitehurst asked if Ben Jones had an idea if funding would be awarded. There is 

no indication of whether or not funding would be awarded. The application is due October 29, 

2025 and notification is normally given December 2025. 

  

Commissioner Whitehurst asked who the application is being turned in to by October 29, 2025. 

The application is a Housing and Urban Development (HUD) federal project and turned into the 

North Carolina Department of Commerce.  

 

Linda Wall, a citizen of Bethel, asked how to get an application. Mr. Jones responded that a 

public hearing was held August 5, 2025 to inform the public of applying and receiving 

applications. Accepting applications now is a little too late for this year’s grant application 

however, the hope is to apply for the same grant again next year. 

 

Commissioner Blount asked who was on the housing selection committee to select the 

applicants. The committee included, Interim Town Manager, Mayor Wilson, and Bethel citizen, 

Margaret Witherspoon. Ben Jones acted as a mediator and presented recommendations. 

 

Commissioner Blount asked if the Board would have to confirm the applicants. Mr. Jones 

responded that yes, the Board would have to confirm the applicants as recommended by the 

housing selection committee. Interim Town Manager asked if the Board would have to approve 

specifically the primary applicants and the alternates. The Board would have to approve the grant 

application as a whole. The Board is welcome to vote specifically on the primary and alternate 

applicants. Attorney Lassiter recommended that since the committee made recommendations, 

bringing the applicants before the Board now to vote is acceptable and voting for the application 

as a whole in October would be acceptable. Interim Town Manager commented that the 

committee did not make the selections, the committee reviewed the selections brought by Ben 

Jones as the consultant and is now recommending a list of applicants to the Town Board.  

 

Commissioner Blount expressed concerns of transparency in the selection process. 

 

Commissioner Lilley asked if the Fire Department could demolish the houses via fire to be used 

as Fire Department training. Ben Jones stated that this could be an option after a contractor was 
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awarded the job. Interim Town Manager asked whether the program would pay for abating any 

asbestos and Mr. Jones stated that the program would cover it. 

Mayor Pro Temp Bynum asked if it was the same program that furbished four homes recently in 

Town. Interim Town Manager responded that is not the same program as Pitt County’s housing 

program. 

 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing. 

 

Elvis Jones asked if the Town has to contribute to the grant application. Interim Town Manager 

responded that there is no financial requirement from the Town to complete the application. 

 

As that there was no one else who wished to speak at the public hearing, Mayor Wilson closed 

the public hearing. 

 

Presentations 

 

Travis Welborn, Water Resources Systems Engineer of Greenville Utilities Commission (GUC) 

announced that GUC will be conducting a smoke test of the sanitary sewer system in Town on 

September 15, 2025 and lasting approximately two weeks due to an increase in flow at the pump 

stations during heavy rains. The smoke will help identity leaks in cross connections. Citizens 

have or will receive notification of the testing. If a leak is identified at someone’s residence, 

GUC will notify the occupant. Interim Town Manager asked if this test would aid in the 

stormwater study. The smoke should reveal cross connections, storm sewer, and/or roof drains 

that tie into the sewer collection system and aid the stormwater study. For any questions, phone 

number 252-551-1551 was given. 

 

Russell Hill, Pitt County Tax Administrator, discussed tax collections on behalf of the County 

for the Town of Bethel. He discussed an option for taxpayers to participate in a tax payment plan 

option rather than paying for taxes in one lump sum (See Attachment A). Commissioner Blount 

asked about the collection process. Any bill past due, induces enforced collections. However, 

protected funds cannot be bank attached or garnished at the bank. Per North Carolina General 

Statutes, after 10 years, the delinquent balance is removed from the tax roll. 

 

Old Business 

 

In order for the Town of Bethel to proceed with developing a CDBG-NR application, a 

Resolution – Application for Community Development Block Grant Neighborhood 

Revitalization Funding for the 2025 CDBG-NR Project (See Attachment B), a Town of Bethel 

CDBG-NR Citizen Participation Plan (See Attachment C), and a Town of Bethel CDBG-NR 

Housing Selection Committee Bylaws (See Attachment D) is needed. Furthermore, there may be 

miscellaneous documents that would require the mayor’s signature for program administration. 
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Commissioner Staton made a motion to adopt the Resolution – Application for Community 

Development Block Grant Neighborhood Revitalization Funding for the 2025 CDBG-NR 

Project, Town of Bethel CDBG-NR Citizen Participation Plan, and Town of Bethel CDBG-NR 

Housing Selection Committee Bylaws, motion carried unanimously. 

 

It was noted that the Public Hearings and notice of applying for the CDBG-NR grant application 

was publicized twice in the local newspaper. Citizens were asked to contact Town Hall to be 

interviewed for the grant. Ben Jones also scouted homes in the community. Primary applicants 

include four selections, and alternate applicants include three selections. The committee 

reviewed Ben Jones’ recommendations, and the seven total selections include primary 

applicants: 254 W Church St. (Lartisha Gaynor), 7295 Main St. (Stephanie Sneed), 7231 Main 

St. (Andrea and Irving Cabrera), 3822 Maple St. (Christopher English); and alternate applicants: 

3745 James St. (Latonya Williams), 3565 Smith St. (Frank Shepard), 225 Ives St. (Ronnie 

Lawrence). 

 

It was noted that the application development and survey being conducted is at no charge to the 

Town by Faltor Consulting. Once potentially funded, Faltor Consulting would like to be 

considered as grant administrator. With time constraints, every household could not be 

considered, however, those who called and wanted to be considered, would be considered. 

 

Commissioner Blount asked for clarity with the Town’s financial obligation. The program 100% 

funds itself via federal CDBG funds. 

 

Commissioner Staton made a motion to accept primary applicants: 254 W Church St. 

(Lartisha Gaynor), 7295 Main St. (Stephanie Sneed), 7231 Main St. (Andrea and Irving 

Cabrera), 3822 Maple St. (Christopher English); and alternate applicants: 3745 James St. 

(Latonya Williams), 3565 Smith St. (Frank Shepard), 225 Ives St. (Ronnie Lawrence), motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Pro Temp Bynum made a motion to allow the Mayor to sign any miscellaneous 

documents regarding the CDBG-NR grant application, motion carried unanimously. 

 

New Business 

 

The NC Department of Public Safety (DPS) is requiring that the Town of Bethel adopt its own 

Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance. This is required in order for the Town to participate in the 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The NC-DPS has prepared an ordinance for Town’s 

adoption. At this time, the only reference to flood plain regulations in the Town’s Code of 

Ordinances is found under Subdivision Regulations, Standards of Design. Under Section 

152.066(c) it states: 

“All subdivisions shall be consistent with the provisions of the county flood damage prevention 

ordinance and the required public utilities in all subdivisions shall be installed so as to minimize 

flood damage.” 
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Attachment E is a draft ordinance that pertains specifically to the Town of Bethel. 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst made a motion to adopt the model Flood Damage Prevention 

Ordinance. 

 

Commissioner Blount recommended tabling the item until it could be further explained. 

 

Commissioner Whitehurst withdrew the motion to adopt the model Flood Damage Prevention 

Ordinance. 

 

Mayor Pro Temp Bynum made a motion to table the adoption of the model Flood Damage 

Prevention Ordinance until October 7, 2025 regular meeting, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Interim Town Manager presented two budget amendments: 

 

Budget Amendment - #2 (Attachment F). This amendment is to account for the purchase of the 

new E-ONE/Freightliner VM8 Pump Tanker. The actual purchase price is $1,456 less than 

originally quoted. This occurred when the dealer was asked to update their quote to reflect 

current calendar dates. This budget amendment shows $375,092 coming from the Town’s Fund 

Balance and the loan proceeds in the amount of $150,000.  See Attachment G for a copy of the 

fully executed purchase agreement. 

 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve Budget Amendment 2, motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Budget Amendment - #3. This amendment was presented as information only. It was done under 

the manager’s authority in the Town’s Budget Ordinance. It moved $500 from 10-620-1500 

(Recreation-Repairs & Maintenance) to 10-630-1500 (Library Repairs & Maintenance) See 

Attachment H. 

 

Both of these items were discussed and prepared by the Town’s outside financial consultant, 

Beverly Stroud, CPA. 

 

Departmental Reports 

 

Interim Town Manager referenced the public safety report for the month of July 2025 from 

information provided by the Town of Bethel and the Sheriff’s Office (See Attachment I).  

 

The Interim Town Manager gave the financial report for the month of August 2025 (See 

Attachment J). 
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Commissioner Lilley made a motion to approve the financial report for the month of August 

2025, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Staton announced the Hometown Bethel Harvest Festival as well as the Fire 

Department’s Chicken Plate sale will be held September 20, 2025. 

 

It was announced that the next monthly meeting will be held October 7, 2025. 

 

Fire Department 

Fire Chief Lilley gave a report of calls for August 2025 (See Attachment K). 

Public Works 

Greenville Utilities Commission (GUC) and its paving contractor will address two water/sewer 

locations on Wednesday, September 3, 2025 (Intersection of Main St. and Washington St. and 

another location on Main St.). These are areas in which the pavement requires reworking due to 

issues. 

Recommendations from Rivers & Associates are expected to be brought forth to the Board at the 

October 7, 2025 regular monthly meeting. 

Town Attorney 

 

No report was given. 

 

Closing Remarks 

 

Mayor Pro Temp Bynum asked what the Town could do concerning high grass at residential 

homes. Interim Town Manager commented that there are two letters currently in use, one for 

structure repair, and one for high grass. Attorney Lassiter stated other Town’s invoke a lien if the 

grass is not cut and the Town cuts it for them. 

 

Mayor Pro Temp Bynum made a motion to charge $100 per acre to delinquent unmanicured 

lots. 

 

Commissioner Blount made a suggestion to do more research and make a formal 

recommendation at the next regular meeting on October 7, 2025. 

 

Mayor Pro Temp Bynum withdrew the motion to charge $100 per acre to delinquent 

unmanicured lots. 

 

Mayor Wilson asked citizens to help keep the Town clean by cleaning up grass clippings from 

the streets, and he mentioned a Code Enforcer is needed. Mayor Wilson also mentioned keeping 

the graveyard clean with removing flowers and grave fences. 
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Commissioner Lilley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 pm, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

________________________________  

Mayor, Carl Wilson  

ATTEST:  

 _____________________________________  

Linda Sheppard, Town Clerk  

_____________________ 

Date 
 






































































































